Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri

Mary Wiemholt
Project Coordinator
ISBN: 0-88107-168-4
[Original] Copyright © Curtis Media Corporation — 1990
2020 Copyright © John D. Hopkins, Tampere, Finland

[Original Copyright Notice] Printed and published in the United States by Curtis Media Corporation, Dallas, Texas. All rights
reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyright may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any means — graphic,
electronic or mechanical, including photo-copying, recording, taping, or information and retrieval systems — without written
permission from the publisher. The materials were compiled and produced using available information; the publishers regret
they cannot assume liability for errors or omissions.

Copyright History and Production of the New
“Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri, 2020 PDF Edition”

The original limited-run, individually numbered print copies of Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri were published in 1990
by Curtis Media Corporation of Dallas, Texas, which also held the copyright for the publication as a whole. [Copyrights for
individual entries in the book are held by their individual contributors.] Curtis Media (the former ‘National Sharegraphics’, a
genealogical book publisher in Dallas, Texas) was purchased in the late 1990s by Henington Publishing and School Services of
Wolfe City, Texas, which acquired Curtis Media and all of its assets, including copyrights.

In 2010, Henington Publishing began liquidating its former Curtis Media holdings, a prelude to liquidation of Henington Publishing
itself. On 04 February 2011, copyright for Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri was transferred to John D. Hopkins,
University of Tampere, Finland, by Ronald Wensel, President of Henington Industries, Incorporated, including the right to
republish in print or digital format. [Ron Wensel died on the 1* of August 2018. Henington Industries, Inc., and Henington
Publishing no longer exist; all that remains is Henington School Services, under new ownership, which provides school and
community photography in northeastern Texas.]

Subsequently, John and fellow historian James F. Thoma, of Kingsport, Tennessee [both natives of Boonville, Missouri] began to
work on a digital version of the book to be freely available for historical reference. In February 2020 this digital version was
completed by James Thoma via dissection of the volume and high-speed OCR copying of each page, followed by page-by-page
editing to correct, where possible, artifacts of the OCR scanning. The original book was then re-assembled and donated to the
library of the Cooper County Historical Society in Pilot Grove, Missouri. The new, searchable, PDF version of the book is now
known as Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri, 2020 PDF Edition.

Note that while Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri, 2020 PDF Edition will be freely available for scholarly and other
historical reference, copyright to the work is held by John D. Hopkins, Tampere, Finland. This PDF version of the book may not be
legally altered or reproduced without permission of the copyright holder.

When citing information from the book, credit the source as Memorabilia of Cooper County, Missouri, 2020 PDF Edition, and
give the individual contributor name, section, and page number(s). If cited from an online version, also give the web URL.

[Some text and formatting irregularities were introduced as a result of the OCR scanning and editing. However, the historical
information remains intact. When citing, obvious typos may be corrected, or otherwise indicated as [sic] if the information in
context is unclear. Referral to the original print version is possible via the CCHS Library in Pilot Grove, Missouri.]

Published on 22 February 2020 by John D. Hopkins and James F. Thoma as a service to the history of Cooper County, Missouri

(Text on this page last updated on 08 March 2020; previous update 22 February 2020)



"WESTWARD THE THREE HIGHWAYS"

From the beginning the Missouri River, or
"NiShod-Se" as the Osage Indians referred to
this smoky water, has been the lifeline of the
Boonslick area. Early French fur traders
used it before Lewis and Clark made their
expedition in 1804. The first steamboat to
navigate the treacherous, muddy river was
the "Independence." It docked at Franklin,
Missouri, on May 28, 1819. The Missouri
River had become the first major highway
toward the Far West.

Hannah Cole and her sons, the original
settlers of the Boonville area, operated the
first ferry across the Missouri River in the
second decade of the 19th century. Gilead
Rupe took over the ferry from the Coles and
for most of the last half of the century the
ferry and the riverfront were the domain of
Captain John Portes.

In the foreground is the Boonville
Highway 40 Bridge. It was the pet project
of a number of Boonville businessmen in
the early years of the expansion of the state
highway system and was seen as a way of
attracting new businesses to the
community. Built over a two-year period, the
bridge opened for traffic July 4, 1924. It
opened the main cross-country highway
system linking the east coast to the west
coast.

In the background is the Boonville MKT (or
Katy) Railroad Bridge. The first bridge was
erected across the river at this point in 1873.
This first “swing-span" bridge was
significantly altered in the late 1890's and
was finally replaced altogether by the
present "lift-span" bridge in 1932. This lift-
span section was considered a marvel of
modern engineering and was the longest lift-
span constructed for railroad service.

The canoeists in the center of the picture
are part of the first annual Boonville
Missouri River Canoe and Kayak Race and
Fun Float, which took place on October 7,
1989. Twenty-nine entries (22 canoes and 7
kayaks) from Boonville and surrounding
areas entered the race. The race was
sponsored by the Boonville Chamber of
Commerce and the Boonville River
Development Commission, headed by Bill
Rudloff. The race started at the Lamine River
boat ramp, proceeded three miles down the
Lamine River and then six miles down the
Missouri River to the Howard Cooper Port
Authority across from Boonville.

The three highways played a big part in the
settling of our nation. They are a pathway to
our past and a highway to our future.
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COOPER COUNTY
A Brief History

Cooper County lies near the
geographical center of the State of
Missouri and is situated on the south
bank of the Missouri River, which forms its
northern boundary. It is bounded on the
south by Morgan County, on the west
by Pettis County, on the northwest by
Saline County, and on the southeast by
Moniteau County. The major streams of
the county are the Lamine, Petite Saline
and the Moniteau all of which empty
into the Missouri River. The principal
communities are: Boonville (the county
seat), Blackwater, Laraine, Overton,
Wooldridge, Gooch's Mill, Clark's Fork,
Prairie Home, Pisgah, Cotton, Lone Elm,
Bunceton, Billingsville, Pilot Grove,
Pleasant Green, Clifton City, Clear Creek,
New Lebanon, Bellair, Speed, and
Otterville. The county has a land area of
about 560 square miles, or about 360,000
acres.

Originally part of Howard County
(organized by the Territorial Legislature
on January 23, 1816), Cooper County
became a separate entity on December
17, 1818, and originally comprised all
that part of what had previously been
Howard County lying south of the
Missouri River. It was bounded at that
time on the north by the Missouri River,
on the east

d south by the Osage River, and on the
west by what was then called Indian
Territory. It was named in honor of either
Col. Benjamin Cooper, who led the initial
group of white settlers into the area in
1818, or his brother, Capt. Sarshall
Cooper, who was killed by either French
keelboatmen or the Indians in 1814
(during the War of 1812) as he sat by his
fireside in Fort Cooper near the present
town of Petersburg in Howard County.
The original county included the present
counties of Saline, Lafayette, Jackson,
Cass, Henry, Johnson, Pettis, Morgan,
Moniteau and Cole, along with parts of St.
Clair, Benton, Camden and Miller
counties. It was reduced to its present
limits by 1845 with the formation of
Moniteau County.

The county contains twelve full
congressional to ships and fourteen
fractional ones. These are aggregated
into fourteen municipal townships, the
dividing lines in many cases being the
streams. The
municipal townships are as follows:
Lamine, Blackwater, Clear Creek,
Otterville, Lebanon, Palestine, Pilot
Grove, Boonville, Saline, Clark's Fort,
Prairie Home, North and South
Moniteau, and Kelly.

The first permanent white settlers in
Cooper County were the families of
Hannah Cole and her brother-in-law
Stephen Cole, who came in a large party
of Kentuckians led by Col. Benjamin
Cooper in 1810. The Coopers settled on the
north side of the Missouri River near the
old Boon's Lick Spring while the Coles
settled on the south side of the river along
the river bluffs on what is now the east
edge of Boonville. Boonville, the first real
town in the county and the county seat, was
platted by Asa Morgan and Charles Lucas
in 1817. Following a period of litigation
over ownership of the original lots, a board of
County Commissioners made an equitable
division of the lots among the chief litigants
in 1819 and a group of 50 lots were sold to
finance establishment of the county seat
and erection of the first courthouse, a small
brick building, in 1822-23. This first
courthouse was replaced with a new and
larger brick courthouse in 1840, and
eventually by the present courthouse
erected in 1912 by the Cochran Construction
Company.

61,000 hogs and pigs (down from the all-time
high of 87,800 in 1970). Figures for crop
production as of 1986 were: corn,
3,759,000 bushels (35,100 acres at 107.1
bushels per acre); soybeans, 2,185,000
bushels (58,400 acres at 37.4 bushels per
acre); grain sorghum, 1,302,000 bushels
(16,000 acres at 81.4 bushels per acre);
wheat, 233,000 bushels, a significant drop
from the all-time high of 1,679,000 bushels
in 1981 (7,300 acres at 31.9 bushels per acre
as compared to the 1981 total of 44,000
acres at 38.2 bushels per acre). What these



figures reveal is a significant increase in
soybean and grain sorghum production
and a significant decrease in wheat
production since 1980.

Cooper County has provided the state
with one governor (Lon V. Stephens,
elected in 1896), one lieutenant governor
(Jacob Gmelich who served under Herbert
S. Hadley 1909-1913); he also served as

State  Treasurer during the  Folk
administration (1905-1909), several
congressmen (John Cosgrove, 1883-85,

Dorsey Shackleford, 1899-1901, W.L. Nel-
son, 1919-1933), and a number of other
prominent state politicians and business
leaders. At least two United States Senators
were associated with Cooper County at one
time or another in their professional lives,

including David Barton, Missouri's first
Senator, who died and was buried in
Boonville in 1837; and George Graham Vest,
an early Boonville lawyer, who served in the
U.S. Senate from 1879 to 1903, but who is
primarily remembered for his famous "Eulogy
to a Dog." Cooper County is also the final
resting place of Missouri's first lieutenant
governor and one of the first promoters of the
fur trade on the Missouri River, General
William H. Ashley, who is buried atop an
Indian mound about a mile from where his
home stood, overlooking the Lamine and
Missouri Rivers.

compiled by Robert L. Dyer



INTRODUCTION

The Cooper County History Book was initiated in 1987 and completed in 1989 as a
project for the 150th Birthday of Boonville. The Sesquicentennial Steering Committee is
the sponsoring committee.

Ron Green was appointed by Leah McNay to head the project, and I was appointed liaison
by the Steering Committee. I later became coordinator of the project and saw it through to
completion.

Thanks to Mrs. Margaret Jackson, Mrs. Jeanne Brunda, Adrienne Corley, Mrs. Rex (Donna)
Myer, Mrs. Frances Garrett, and Mrs. Estelle Snow, our Volunteer Committee who worked
faithfully and hard to complete the book for all of us. Thanks to Bob Dyer for his guidance;
Wayne Lammers for photography and story for the front; Mrs. Hazel Wohit for the name; Paula
Wiembholt and Tracy Monteer as typists; and lastly and most importantly, the people from
Cooper County for material to comprise this book. May you enjoy reading it as much as we
all enjoyed working on it. May God Bless you all!

—Mary Wiembholt

V
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BOON'S LICK
HERITAGE

T1

More than two and a half centuries ago, two
French coureurs de bois, or men of the forest,
pushed their canoe up the Missouri River to
be, perhaps, the first white men to see the
Boon's Lick country. Who they were, what
they were looking for, has been forgotten and
even their voyage is a faint, half-remembered
story. Perhaps they were hunters; perhaps
they were seeking the fabulous mines of silver
and gold which the French and Spanish
sought for in vain. More likely they were, as
many other explorers of the west, merely
restless and eager to see what lay "beyond the
horizon."

Others came after them in increasing
numbers. Some were simple Creole or half-
breed trappers. Others were government
officials or soldiers or priests whose maps and
journals have been preserved to tell us where
they went and what they saw.

Why Did They Come?

In 1819, nearly 125 years after the first
white men had explored the region, the first
permanent settlers came here to make their
home. The Coles, the Coopers, and perhaps
other families, pushed westward up the
Missouri river more than a hundred miles
beyond that uncertain line which marked the
limit of government authority and protec-
tion.

Why should they have left their temporary
homes downstream for a wilderness made
dangerous by unfriendly Indians? Why, in
particular, Mrs. Hannah Cole, but lately
made a widow by the Indian murder of her
husband, should have gone deeper into
Indian country with her nine children? Who
can tell the answer of these things? Here at
least they found land for the asking and
lacking the problems of a crowded society,
needed no government but of their own
making, and no church except a tree-shaded
clearing or a cabin, wherever Elder Thorp
chose to form his congregation.

The problems of depression and inflation
did not touch them for they produced only
to satisfy their own needs, and traded their
natural bounty of salt and furs for their few
luxuries.

The labor of clearing the land of the trees;
the spectre of swamp-bred fevers which
tithed and weakened many families; the
terror of sudden Indian attack; — these
things made the Boon's Lick country of the
first settlers less the Eden that we sometimes
choose to believe it.

Our History Begun

This then, was the beginning of our history.
From this zero, this naught, this beginning
point, our heritage has been formed. True,
the settlers brought with them the knowledge
of life in other, organized societies and this
background influenced the things which they
did in Missouri, but at best these traditions
were compromised by local conditions and
needs. Here our government, our roads, our
schools, our manners — all these things have
grown as the need for them has developed,

more than 20 years this group of business and
professional men — with members from

each evolving in complexity and variety with
the years.

And while this intangible pattern by which
we live and act was slowly being formed, each
generation changed in some way the appear-
ance of the world in which he lived, adding
physically to his heritage. The rich bottoms
were cleared of their trees; the upland prairie
was broken and fenced. "New cut" roads gave
ordered formality to wandering animals and
Indian trails. Each part of the new world of
the settlers came to have its name and its
purpose.

Houses Reflected Builders

On the new farms and in the new platted
towns, houses were built. Some were of
tightly notched and neatly squared logs with
a stout roof and a batton door of thick walnut
boards; others were as their builders, of
slovenly and careless appearance, with has-
tily constructed walls of poles and a muck and
stick chimney.

Where the land was the most fertile and
cotton and hemp, together with the breeding
of fine horses, made an early prosperity,
houses of brick or frame soon replaced the log
buildings. "Lilac Hill," the Nicholas B.
Burchhart house, the Hickman house, and
Scott-Kingsbury house, all in Howard
County, and the Thomas Nelson house and
the Pulley house in Cooper County (now
unfortunately in ruins) are representative.
No other part of the state possesses such an
outstanding group of houses from this period
in the so-called Federal design.

The Road to the West

As "Lilac Hill" and its contemporary
houses mark the passing of the frontier and
its improvised necessities, so the region
changed from man isolated community to one
which was on America's greatest highway —
the road to the West. The constant traffic of
immigrants, many of whom paused to live for
a time in the region, the merchants' annual
visits to New York or Philadelphia, and the
close contacts with St. Louis, gave the region
a cultural stimulus supported by a financial
stability which encouraged its leading citiz-
ens in far-sighted civic enterprises.

Education was, of course, the leading
concern of the people. The first school taught
by Abiel Leonard, later Missouri Supreme
Court judge, in the Howard County bottom
using a clearing and a circle of logs as the
schoolroom, was soon followed by more
formal curricula and buildings, however
variable the quality of the teachers may been.

While public education did not come for
many years, the numerous academies and
"colleges" made a general education possible
to nearly everyone. The Boonville Academy,
chartered in 1828, was one of the earliest in
Missouri and later, Adelphai College was for
twenty years a leading girls' school. Howard
High School in Fayette, from which Central
College evolved, was for a period of years of
greater importance than the State Univer-
sity.

Agricultural Advances

At Franklin improved agricultural meth-
ods were stimulated by regular fairs sponso-
red by an agricultural society. The Franklin
society may have been the parent of the

somewhat later Cooper County organization.
The Boonville fairs became during the
middle 1880's the first Missouri State Fair
and stimulated versatile James B. Rollins of
Columbia in promoting the Missouri Univer-
sity College of Agriculture.

Most significant of all were the horticultu-
ral experiments of John Hardemaan, whose
collection of fruits, grapes, berries, vegetables
and flowers, was brought to the formal garden
from great distances. His frontier exper-
iments were the first of their kind in the
Mississippi valley.

The breeding of fine horses and cattle dates
almost from the period of earliest settlement,
and the active interest of such families as the
Leonards and Robertsons of Cooper County
was shared, in perhaps a lesser degree, by
many other early farmers.

Crossroads of Commerce

No less active in economic and communal
improvement were the business and profes-
sional men in the growing towns. Following
the decline of Franklin, Boonville experi-
enced a rapid growth and became one of the
half-dozen "big towns" of the state. Its wealth
and growth came from the commerce brought
by river trade stimulated by its location on
the Santa Fe Trail, and at the river crossing
of the all-important trans-Missouri highway
which led southwest from Palmyra and the
Cherokee country (now Oklahoma). Boon-
ville was the port for the region traversed by
that road south of the Missouri river. Here
long, dusty herds of cattle were driven for
river shipment. Herds of swine, grunting and
squealing as they were driven along the
streets, found their journey's end, salted
down in barrels at Mr. Billy Porier's pork
packing establishment and in similar packing
houses.

It is not surprising, against this back-
ground of industry, that Professor Frederick
Kemper should have met such an encoura-
ging reception in Boonville, or that one of the
earliest Gothic-Revival designed buildings to
appear in the state (housing one of the first
Episcopal Church organizations) should have
been built in Boonville. Nor is it surprising
that while Howard County, more agricultural
than commercial, should have been known as
a "Delphic oracle" in matters political, or
that eight of Missouri's first fifteen gover-
nors, called Howard County, at one time or
another, their home.

Cultural Enterprises

The general feeling of responsibility among
the leading citizens for the welfare and
improvement of their communities was ex-
hibited in more than in local or individual
enterprises. The Franklin Library was prob-
ably the second attempted in the state, and
it flourished at "the uttermost outpost of
civilization" more than a century before
Boonwville finally succeeded in voting a tax to
support such a civic necessity.

Lewis Library in Glasgow, and its distin-
guished building dating from 1866, was
endowed through the generosity of Colonel
Benjamin Lewis. The building is the oldest
library building in Missouri to have been
used continuously for that purpose.

The most remarkable expression of civic
betterment, however, was exhibited by the
Thespian Society organized before 1839. or



Howard county as well as Cooper — staged
plays, encouraged the visits of traveling
troupes of actors and lecturers, developed a
library and museum, and finally built an
imposing theatre to house their activities.
While the influence of this cultural center
was ended by the Civil War, the achievement
remains unmatched in the history of this
state. Thespian Hall is central Missouri's
most significant historic building.

The Civil War and all that it implies, marks
the end of a period of growth in the history
of this region. It would be too obvious to say
that Boonville and Glasgow business men
were ruined by the conflict and that the
towns suffered from that calamity. The
assertion is not completely true and the
problem lies much deeper than that.

In reality the Civil War marks the end of

a period in this area, as it does in the nation,
because a great many slowly forming changes
culminated at that time. The period of
westward expansion had largely passed as it
affected Missouri river towns. New, back-
country highways and the rise of new towns
had aided in cutting off former markets, a
change accented by the coming of the
railroads and the subsequent decline of the
steamboat traffic.

Howard County pioneered in encouraging,
without immediate success, the building of
the railroads. Boonville, which should have
been even more interested, was indifferent,
feeling the "mountain would come to Allah."
But the mountain didn't and Boonville lost
the main Missouri Pacific line and its only
chance as mid-Missouri's railroad center.

Accompanying the decline of Boonville as
a port of trade was the industrial rise of the
cities. St. Louis tripled her population in a
generation and the pressure of war needs
made it an industrial center in a decade.
Other towns were forging ahead — Kansas
City, Sedalia, Columbia and Jefferson City.
Each drew a portion of its population, and its
men of ability, from the smaller communities
where opportunities had withered.

Railroads and Bridge

But as though learning from her first
mistake, Boonville business men won, before
many years, two railroads and a branch line.
The Missouri highway program, begun in the
early 1920's, improved in the main the early
routes which immigration had so permanently
marked and gave Boonville an opportunity
which she did not ignore. Directed by a few
far-sighted citizens, and supported by an
awakened community, the present highway
bridge was constructed. Again, Boonville was
placed on the transcontinental highway,
insuring a revived commercial development
which its location made possible.

Howard County, with the exception of
Glasgow, saw less of this change than Cooper.
Her political and education interests were
centered in Fayette; her social and economic
interests in her farms. She escaped the
readjustments which industrial enterprises
brought with them, for her only bid for
industry has been the Lewis tobacco-process-
ing plants at Glasgow, and a Fayette bustle
factory. Consequently, her traditions and
culture have been preserved and continued
in an unusual degree.

The Shadow of the Past

These things and many others too might be mentioned
as our Boon's Lick heritage. As visible reminders of
earlier generations we have a rich legacy of homes,
churches, and public buildings, some of them of
such historic and architectural value that they will
steadily increase in interest through the years. Once
destroyed, they can never be replaced.

More, even than in buildings, the past is brought close
to us by the names and location of towns; by roads
following early-made routes; by farms either carefully
tended and improved through care, or rutted and washed
— a lost heritage.

Aside from these visible reminders of the past remain
the intangible, curious things which make us what we
are and give our communities their individual
personalities. The way in which we speak and how we
pronounce our words; what we eat and how it is
prepared; our social gatherings; our political and
religious and racial prejudices; what we read and what
we expect of our schools.

These things are not of each generation's making
along but are rather the long shadow of the past,
unconsciously moulding and forming the background
of our lives. These things, in short, give the answer, "I'm
from Cooper," or, "I'm from Howard," a peculiar and
incontrovertible significance.

by Charles Van Ravenswaay

Cooper County Map

ROAD MAP OF
COOPER COUNTY
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by Mr. Kempf




COOPER COUNTY
CENSUS

T3

(1820-1980)

1820, 6,959, white: 6,307, black: 652*
1830, 6,904#, white: 5,875, black: 1,028*
1840, 10,484, white: 8,312, black: 2,172*
1850, 12,950, white: 9,837, black: 3,113*
1860, 17,356, white: 13,528, black: 3,828%,
native 15,433, foreign, 1,923
1870, 20,692, white: 17,340, black: 3,352,
native 18,597, foreign 2,095
1890, 22,707, white: 19,161, black: 3,539,
native 21,232, foreign 1,475
190022,532, white: 18,999, black: 3,505,
native 21,445, foreign 1,087
191020,311, white: 17,432, black: 2,878,
native 16,719, foreign 713
1920, 19,308, white: 16,904, black: 2,404
1930.19,522, white: 17,448, black: 2,074,
native 17,160, foreign 288
1940, 18,075, white: 16, 248, black: 1,827,
native 16,078, foreign 170
1950 16,608, white: 15,374, black: 1,234
1960, 15,448, white: 14,247, black: 1,201,
native 15,351, foreign 97
1970, 14,732, white: 13,622, black: 1,110,
native 14,673, foreign 59
1980, 14,643, white: 13,652, black: 891
#After reduction of limits of Cooper
County when Cole and Saline Counties were
formed
*Combination of slaves and free blacks
(637 slaves and 15 free blacks in 1820; 1,021
slaves and 7 free blacks in 1830; 2,157 slaves
and 15 free blacks in 1840; 3,091 slaves and
22 free blacks in 1850; 3,800 slaves and 28 free
blacks in 1860)

by Bob Dyer

COOPER COUNTY
MAIN STREETS

T4

1928 Boonville Advertiser (Article on
"Cooper County Main Streets")

Bunceton — was laid out in 1868 by Harvey
Bunce. Next to Boonville it is the largest town
in the county with a population of about 850
{Boonville at this time had a population of
about 6,000]. It is on the Boonville and
Versailles Branch of the Missouri Pacific
railroad.

Prairie Home — James Boswell was its first
businessman, opening a store in the early
1870's. It has a population of about 300. The
only Agricultural Fair in Cooper County is
held here every August.

Pilot Grove — laid out in 1873 by Samuel
Roe and situated on the Katy railroad 12
miles southwest of Boonville. It has a popula-
tion of between 600 and 700.

Blackwater — the first permanent settler
was James Broach who arrived in 1816. This
makes Blackwater one of the oldest trading
posts in Cooper County. Lamine River on the
east and south and Blackwater River on the
north.

Otterville — once known as "Elkton"
because of the large numbers of elk and deer

that abounded there. The first settlers in the
region came there in the 1820's, but the town
was not laid out until 1854 by W.G. Wear, a
merchant known as "Long George", who built
the first warehouse.

Bell Air — the life of this "town" is
interwoven with the history of the Leonard
and Ravenswood Farm, as well as with the
Wyans and others.

New Lebanon — one of the oldest settle-
ments in the county having been founded c.
1819-1820 by a band of Kentuckians headed
by Rev. Finis Ewing. At first life centered
around the church and school, later came the
flouring mill, the blacksmith shop and the
store.

Pleasant Green — not technically a town
because it was never chartered, but it is a
distinct community on the Katy railroad
down from Pilot Grove.

Clifton City — once known as "the Devil's
Half Acre" because it was a place where
several notorious characters frequented to
cause numerous skirmishes. It is on the Katy
railroad.

Overton — opposite Rocheport and more a
community than a town

Wooldridge — incorporated Feb. 5, 1904,
with the late A.F. Nixon as mayor. Its rise as
a town dates from the coming of the River
Route of the MoPac from Jefferson City to
Kansas City.

Gooch's Mill — sometimes known as "Big
Lick" and once a thriving little community
with its mill on the banks of the Petite Saline,
a well-stocked general store and several other
small businesses. The old covered bridge
across the creek there was still in use in the
late 20's.

Pisgah — came into existence when the
Shelton blacksmith shop was built there in
1818. Later came a church and a mill (at one
time run by Patrick Mahan). A store there in
the late 20's was being run by W.C. Morris.

Speed — first called Palestine and one of
the older settlements in the county. In the
late 20's it had a population of several
hundred and is on the Boonville/Versailles
Branch of the MoPac.

Chouteau Springs — For many years a
popular local resort and mineral springs 8
miles west of Boonville. In the late 20's
Everett Spry operated the park, 0. Robbins
had a store, and Mrs. Day ran the hotel.

Clark's Fork — 10 miles SE of Boonwille, the
store (in the late 20's) was being operated by
Ed Fricke and Herman Timm.

Billingsuville — 6 miles S of Boonville. In late
20's there was a general store operated by
Henry Hoflander and a blacksmith shop
owned and operated by Thos. McDonough.
Also a church.

Cotton — a country store here in the late
20's managed by a "hustler" named Wade
Long. The "town" was once called "Dick's
Mill"

Lone Elm — 12 miles S of Boonville and 5
miles NE of Bunceton. The store here was
established by Ed Fricke in the 1880's.
Lutheran Church and school here also.

Prairie Lick — the only store here in the late
20's was operated by George W. Drennen who
had been there since about the turn of the
century. Also a grain elevator here and, at one
time, a blacksmith shop. Located 5 miles SW
of Boonville on the Katy railroad.

Lamine — located in extreme SE corner of
Lamine township on Highway 41 on the river

route of the MoPac as well as the Lamine
River.

by Robert Dyer

COOPER COUNTY - A
HISTORICAL REVIEW

TS

Cooper County is on the right bank of the
Missouri, and its boundaries begin in this
river at a point where the line between ranges
fourteen and fifteen would intersect the
same; thence in a direct line to the southeast
corner of township forty-six, range sixteen;
thence south, with the range line between
ranges fifteen and sixteen, township forty-
five; thence west to the southwest corner of
section six, range nineteen, township forty-
five; thence north with the dividing line
between ranges nineteen and twenty, to the
northwest corner of township forty-eight,
range nineteen; thence in a direct line to a
point on the southern bank of the Missouri
River, where the range line between ranges
eighteen and nineteen terminates; thence
north to the middle of the main channel of
said river; thence down the same to the
beginning.

This populous and well-cultivated county
comes from the hand of the Great Architect
happily apportioned into prairie and timber-
ed land. Here the farmer is exempt from the
toil of clearing land! and when his fences are
completed, no obstruction remains between
his plough and the furrow. If his stock of
cattle and sheep are not sufficient to crop
closely the luxuriant herbage of the prairie,
a late or early burn will leave him a surface,
generally undulating, sometimes an inclined
plane, but always smooth; inviting the coul-
ter, and exempting the ploughman from the
customary labour of breaking new lands, in
a timbered country. There is no rhetorical
arrangement of language that can be made
sufficiently descriptive of the advantages of
prairie farming. There are no stumps to
plough around, or occupy space. The first
crop of corn on such land usually falls short
in product with that of old fields and well-
cultivated grounds. But the wheat-crop,
when sown upon the newly-broken prairie,
yields such abundance as to astonish the most
sanguine, who have not the advantage of
experience in the interesting and truly en-
viable pursuits of a prairie farmer. Forty
bushels to the acre may be the maximum. For
a long period after the settlement of this part
of Missouri, the cultivation of prairie lands
languished, and the axe was freely laid to the
root of the tree. The value of the prairie-lands
was not fairly estimated. It was feared that
the soil on which timber had not taken root
would yield other products sparingly. That
although these meadows of the Great Spirit
were thickly clad with grasses, valuable for
hay and pasturage, yet it was feared that
grain-crops might occasionally fail.

A few experiments, however, tested the
comparative value of the prairie-lands, and
these are now sought with avidity. In the
early settlement of the country, the value of
the prairies was underrated by a knowledge
of the mischievous power vested in the
greenheads, or prairie fly. The sting of this
insect, when swarming around the inexperi-



enced traveller, in the midst of a sea of
prairie, has, on more occasions than one,
dismounted him; and several sentimental
travellers have been constrained to utter a
lament, like that of Sterne, over a dead horse.
But the "horse-guards" within a few years
have arisen, to scourge the scourgers of the
prairie. There may be observed, in the
vicinity of all prairie plantations, a yellow
insect, larger than the fly, which seems to
make pastime in the sweeping destruction of
"greenheads". The process of this insect, in
all of its ramifications, is ingeniously interest-
ing.

They may be observed on the surface of
hard-trodden soil at the road-side, where the
stock of a farm are accustomed to ruminate,
digging their miniature dens, as places of
deposit for their prey: They penetrate into
the earth twelve or eighteen inches, and in
these burrows are placed the killed and
wounded flies that the horse-guards snatch
from the bloody repast which they are found
making on the ox or ass, while grazing in
nature's common fields, as the steed of the
weary and anxious traveller. The instinctive
qualities of an animal, experienced in prairie
roads, will instantly detect the presence of
the horse-guards, when he approaches such
points in his route as furnish a surface
suitable for their burrows; and in place of the
nervous agitation caused by the sting, a
patient tranquillity is observable on the
arrival of the guards, who are recognized by
their colour and cheering tones. Ploughing in
prairie-lands, at a period when these auxiliary
forces were unknown to the farmer, was
pursued with great interruption and much
loss of time. The ploughman was forced to
cover his animals with netting, or, in the
absence of this precaution, it was the practice
to plough after nightfall, and while the heavy
dews of summer kept down the flies in the
morning. These interruptions are now
happily brought to an end by the summer
campaigns of the horse-guards, to whom the
freedom of the public prairie-lands should be
presented, with a suitable address from the
individual whose silver tones astonished
Balaam.

The mill-streams of Cooper are Lamine
and Petit Saline. The former is large, and
navigable as far as the salt-works of the
Messrs. Heaths, about ten miles from the
mouth of the river. On Petit Saline there are
several saw and grist mills. One of these, built
by Mr. Force, is an extraordinary specimen
of mechanical ingenuity. There is little
necessity for the people of Cooper to employ
animal power in grinding their bread-stuffs,
and none of them are forced to depend on the
primitive mill of armstrong.

By the enterprise of Messrs. A.L. and
C.D.W. Johnson, Cooper county has the
advantage of a steam flouring mill and a saw
mill, both situated on the river-bank at
Boonville.

The native grasses of the prairies, and the
timbered lands throughout the state, as well
as in Cooper, invite hither the herdsman and
shepherd; or, as we denominate them in this
country, stock-raisers. An additional indu-
cement for the establishment of stock farms
here is found in the experiments which have
been made in the cultivation of clover, herds'-
grass, timothy, and blue-grass. The timothy
meadows, in almost every description of soil,
are excellent, and nowhere on earth surpas-
sed in the amount of product per acre. Clover
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and blue-grass cover the ground with a rich
carpet, whenever the least encouragement is
afforded. The herds'-grass is more productive
in wet land.

In Cooper County the timber consists of
several kinds of oak, hickory, white and black
walnuts, ash, linn, sycamore, etc. The prairie-
lands, that seem destitute of fuel, are often
based on a substratum of excellent bitumi-
nous coal; and in Cooper this advantage is
known to exist to an exhaustive extent. One
mile from Boonville coal is obtained, with
inconsiderable labour in the operation of
mining; and within two miles of Palestine
there is a bank of coal sixteen feet thick.

The coal is usually discovered in the
ravines that have been excavated by the
action of water, pouring down the branches
and channels of rivulets, with which this
county abounds, and, in a particular manner,
near the Missouri. Springs are found in the
broken country; but these break out of the
earth at the base of the ridges, and frequently
at inconvenient distances from good build-
ing-sites. On the high and gently-undulating
prairies the veins of water gush forth at or
near those points of timber where the
farmhouse is sheltered, and whence, at one
view, the most enchanting landscape is taken
in. It is known to few of the inhabitants of
Cooper that their saline springs and coal-
banks are so situated, as to their relative
localities, that this fuel may be extensively
employed in the manufacture of salt. This
county is rich in limestone and sandstone,
large quarries of which are found near and
along the banks of the Missouri, not far from
Boonville.

Boonville, on the right bank of the Mis-
souri, the principal town of Cooper, is
situated. The site of this flourishing and
rapidly-growing place is beautiful in the
estimation of the strangers who visit it, as
well as the inhabitant, whose partiality for
home might make his candour questionable.
Like St. Louis, Boonville is based upon a rock
of limestone, so that the rains may descend
and the mad waters of Missouri chafe its
banks in vain; its foundation seems capable
of resisting a New Madrid earthquake. The
courts are held here; and the courthouse and
clerk's office are creditable public buildings.
The Methodist church is likewise a respec-
table house. "The Boonville Herald," an
excellent public journal, is published here.

There are two ropewalks at Boonville, very
profitably managed, fifteen stores, with
general assortments of merchandise, and
mechanics' shops, where various tradesmen
supply the wants of the farming population.
The name of this town was given by Judge
J.B.C. Lucas, in honour of the celebrated
pioneer, whose unobtrusive usefulness will be
gratefully remembered when wholesale spoil-
ers of the human family are forgotten. Only
a few years ago, some of the prairie inhabi-
tants of Cooper observed an aged buffalo
pursuing the trace that had long ceased to be
trodden by his race, towards one of the salt-
springs, his old stamping-grounds, on the
bank of Lamine. "He came, he saw," and
drank, when the sharp report of a volley of
rifles was the last sound that saluted the ears
of the last of the buffaloes — in the Cooper
range. Cooper County, being one of the large
stock-raising districts, furnishes an incalcu-
lable amount of animal food for exportation,
in addition to the large quantity required for
the subsistence of emigrants, who annually

pour into this and the neighbouring new
counties. As the quantity of freight prepared
for downward cargoes is greater than the
means of transportation, cattle and hogs will
be, to a great amount, driven to the bank of
the Mississippi, and then slaughtered. This
is no great hardship; and it has been a custom
to feed the operatives of the mineral districts
in this manner.

Palestine is a new town, near the centre of
the county, about twelve miles south of
Boonville, and situated in a beautiful,
healthy, farming region of country. This
village promises to attain as much impor-
tance as any other place at the same distance
from the river. In this town there are four
stores, with a general assortment of merchan-
dise. Bashan would have been a name quite
as appropriate — "a country famous for its
flocks and pastures, lying east of Jordan and
the sea of Tiberias."

Pilot Grove. This is a beautiful little island
of timber, in an arm or a neck of prairie, in
which some of the first farms of Cooper are
kept in high and profitable culture. The road
to Petis and Rives, and to the Osage agency,
leads through this arm of the prairie.

The steamboat arrivals, ascending the
Missouri, at Boonville, in 1831, were only
five. In the year 1836, on the 20th of
September, the arrivals at the same port had
amounted to more than seventy, and will
probably reach one hundred before naviga-
tion closes for the winter. There was one
arrival and departure in the month of
January, 1836.

Mr. Barr, the proprietor of a large stock-
farm in Cooper County, near to Boonville, has
brought to his place some of the full-blood
Durham cattle, the introduction of which into
Missouri will place him on the list of public
benefactors.

by Alphonso Wetmore

150 YEARS OF
COOPER COUNTY
AGRICULTURE
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The focus of life in Cooper County
throughout its history has been on agricul-
ture. Indeed, the economic health of the
county has always shown a direct correlation
to the economic health of its farmers. Thus,
it would seem that an examination of county-
wide agricultural trends over the past 150
years might reveal much about who we are as
a people, how we got to where we are today,
and what the future might hold for us.

The Early Years: 1810-1830

Although the first settlements in what is
now Cooper County occurred in the period
between 1810 and 1820 (the county itself
being organized in 1818), it was not until the
1830's that any widespread farming began to
take place. Prior to this time the trade centers
of Franklin and Boonville on either side of
the Missouri River provided the main focus
for the inhabitants of the area. Most of the
early settlers avoided both the bottomlands
and the prairies. They built their homesteads
in the higher timbered portions of the county,



principally on account of the supply of wood
for fuel and building purposes, the existence
of good springs, and the abundance of game,
which was the main food source at the time.

The First Agricultural Boom:
1830-1860

During the 1830's the settlers began to
recognize the value of the prairie lands both
for growing crops and grazing livestock. By
the 1840's definite agricultural patterns
began to emerge in the county, patterns that
in a very general way have continued down
to the present.

Many of the early settlers (who immigrated
to Missouri from the Southern States)
brought with them a few head of livestock,
and it was the raising of livestock that formed
the basis of early Cooper County agriculture.
But the temperate climate, fertile soils,
abundant rainfall and favorable topography
of the land also made the county well-adapted
to diversified crop farming, and it was not long
before this too became a key aspect of county
farming emphasis.

The principal crop, almost from the begin-
ning, was corn, though wheat, oats and other
grains were also cultivated from a relatively
early time. By 1850 county-wide corm produc-
tion was nearing a million bushels (just a little
less than half what it is today), and wheat
production was approaching 100,000 bushels.

The 1850's also marked the arrival of a
relatively large number of German immi-
grants in Cooper County. For the most part
these Germans were tillers of the soil and
many of them were experienced in the
cultivation of grapes and fruit orchards, both
of which were well adapted to the loess
covered Missouri River hills that formed the
county's northern border.

Some hemp and tobacco were planted in
Cooper County during this period, but the
major emphasis on these crops in central
Missouri was largely confined to Howard and
Boone Counties north of the river.

Livestock was, of course, the principal
agricultural product and in 1850 county
farmers raised some 37,770 hogs and pigs,
21,360 sheep and lambs, 14,700 cattle, 5,200
milk cows, and about 5,400 horses and ponies.

The main market for Cooper County
agricultural products in the period leading up
to the Civil War was St. Louis, and the
Missouri River was the main avenue of trade.
Steamboats had begun plying the treacher-
ous Missouri River waters in relatively large
numbers during the 1830's and 40's, and by
the mid-1850's it would not have been an
unusual sight to see as many as five or six
steamboats lying at the Boonville landing at
the same time. It was estimated that in 1858
there were about 60 regular packets operating
on the lower Missouri River, besides perhaps
30 or 40 transient boats called "tramps".

The Civil War and Its Aftermath:
1860-1889

The Civil War caused a major disruption
to the agricultural progress that had been
made in Cooper County up to that time, and
the after effects of the war lasted well into the
1870's when the expansion of railroads across
the state and into Cooper County provided
the impetus for recovery.

During the war years agriculture was
brought nearly to a standstill. The most

severe effect of the war was the drastic
reduction in livestock. Cattle, sheep, hogs
and horses were stolen or slaughtered in large
numbers by not only regular soldiers of both
armies, but also by roving bands of marau-
ders and bushwhackers. Other aspects of
farming also suffered greatly during the
progress of the war. Normal planting and
harvesting routines were disrupted, crops
were burned and pillaged, farmers were
terrorized and sometimes killed, barns and
houses were burned and ransacked.

The effects of the war lingered for at least
ten years after its end, but by the mid-1870's
county farmers were beginning to rebuild
their livestock herds and re-orienting them-
selves to the changed economic and farming
conditions of the post-war years. There was
a growing emphasis on the breeding of
purebred hogs and cattle, more and better
farm machinery was becoming available, and
there was a definite tendency beginning to
manifest toward fewer but larger farms.

When the first extensive history of Howard
and Cooper Counties appeared in 1883, it
contained a description of the state of
agriculture in Cooper County that provides
a good summary of both the strengths and
weaknesses of farming in the post Civil War
years.

By 1880 the population of the county was
nearing 22,000, only about 700 people less
than the all time high reached in 1890. About
18,000 of the inhabitants were white and the
rest were Negro. Most of the Negroes were
freed slaves or their descendants who had, for
the most part moved from the farms into the
towns. Boonville's population was about
4,000 or a little less than one-fifth of the total
population of the county.

In the countryside there were some 2,500
farms and about 250,000 acres of improved
farm land. The typical farm of the period was
probably about 100 acres and the average
price for an acre of land was between about
$15 and $20 — more than double the price
in 1850.

Agriculturally the county is described at
the time as being best suited for "mixed
farming" due to the "versatility and bounty
of the soil, wide range production, the
competition between the railways and great
rivers for the carrying trade, and the nearness
of the great markets." The authors of the
1883 History go on to say that "the labor
bestowed upon 40 acres in Ohio, New York
or New England will thoroughly cultivate 100
acres of these richer, cleaner, and more
flexible soils." It is noted, however, that
despite the potential for agricultural success
at this time, there are several disturbing
indications.

The availability of good hired help was a
problem in the 1880's due to the fact that "the
negroes who did most of the farm labor under
the old compulsory system have gone almost
solidly into the towns." The average white
farm hand at the time was considered
somewhat "slip-shod" in his habits. It is also
stated that "four-fifths of the farmers under-
take too much, expending in the most
superficial way upon 200 or 400 acres the
labor which would only well cultivate 100
acres and the result is seen in shallow
plowing, hurried seeding, slight cultivation,
careless harvesting, loose stacking, wasteful
threshing and reckless waste in feeding. The
equally reckless exposure of farm machine
would bankrupt the entire farm population

of half a dozen New England counties in three
seasons." The authors also decry the practice
of leaving livestock exposed to the weather
without a thought of shelter, the waste of
manure and timber, and the fact that there
are "too many big farms for either the good
of the over-tasked owners or the country." It
is the writers' opinion that the sooner these
broad, unwieldy estates are broken into small
farms the better it will be for all concerned.

Into the 20th Century: 18901929

1890 marked a turning point in Cooper
County history, for in this year total county
population reached an all time high. For the
next 90 years the general tendency in county
population was downward and the movement
of people from farm to town began, though
this was not to become particularly notice-
able until the 1930's.

By the turn of the century Cooper County
farmers were beginning to become more
conscious of such things as soil conservation
and replenishment, and the careful breeding
of purebred hogs and cattle was also being
rather widely practiced. This increasing
attention to the "scientific" side of agricul-
ture was given impetus by the first (and to
date, the only) major soil survey of Cooper
County which was conducted in 1909 by
members of the University of Missouri
Agricultural Experiment Station. The results
of this study, published in 1911, gave a good
overall picture of agricultural conditions in
the county at the turn of the century, and
described what were then considered to be
the best farming techniques. The report also
cautioned against certain potentially de-
structive tendencies that were just beginning
to be noticed.

The principal crops at this time were
wheat, corn, clover, timothy, oats and rye. It
is noted that cowpeas were being introduced
in many parts of the county and that the
growing of alfalfa was beginning to receive
some attention. Tobacco cultivation, which
was practically abandoned after the Civil
War, was once more receiving attention and
"gives promise of becoming one of the most
important crops." Orchard and garden fruits
"of considerable value" were also being
produced.

But the real agricultural importance of the
county was still based on livestock produc-
tion. According to the report, Cooper County
"is one of the leading counties of the State in
the production of purebred Shorthorn cattle,
while its horses, mules, sheep and hogs are,
as a whole, of high grade." The report goes
on to say that "during a large part of the year
this stock is kept on the splendid bluegrass
found in almost all parts of the county and
with the exception of wheat, practically all
the farm crops grown within the area are fed
to the livestock."

"As a whole," the report says, "farm
practices in Cooper County are good. In
addition to feeding the larger part of the
crops, which always tends to maintain the soil
in a higher state of productiveness than
where such produce is sold, attention is given
to the rotation of crops, the saving and
applying of manure, the improvement of
seed, introduction of new crops, better
methods of cultivation, and the other ele-
ments which go to make up successful
farming."

The writers are quick to point out, how-
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ever, that "much more must be done . . . if
the farmers are to continue as prosperous as
at present, and if the soils are to retain their
present state of productiveness." There is
noticeable evidence at this time that many
fields are beginning to decline in yields "as
a result of the constant planting of one crop,
usually corn, and the removal of much of the
best soil from the surface by erosion." Deep
cultivation, crop rotation, and the addition of
stable or of green manuring crops are seen as
the most important remedies for this situa-
tion. The writers, however, advise against any
large scale use of commercial fertilizers:

The advantage in using commercial fertil-
izers lies in the effect upon the immediate
crops and when found profitable the ten-
dency is strong to rely on their use from year
to year to the neglect of the rotation of crops
and the addition of humus. The soil is
stimulated to greater effort, but the stimu-
lant soon becomes necessary, the humus is
burned out, the soil bakes when dry, runs
together when wet, is difficult to handle and
eventually is "worn out." The better farming
aims to produce the largest crops and bring
the largest returns while at the same time
maintaining the fertility of the soil or increas-
ing it.

The picture taken here of agricultural
conditions and practices is generally appli-
cable to the state of farming for the next 20
years. Impetus was given to the education of
area farmers in the kinds of techniques
described in the soil survey report when J.D.
Wilson established the first Cooper County
Agricultural Extension Office in 1913. Al-
though the office was only in operation for
about 3 years (and was not revived again until
1930) much good work was accomplished.

The 1920's were a time of general economic
prosperity for area farmers, though much of
this was artificially stimulated by the First
World War and conditions were beginning to
manifest that would lead to the major
economic collapse of the 1930's when many
overextended farmers would lose their farms.
This Depression, followed by the disruption
of World War II brought about major changes
in Cooper County farming.

The Great Depression and World
War II: 1930-1950

During the Depression many farmers were
forced into bankruptcy, tenant farming
showed a significant increase and soil condi-
tions began to deteriorate rather badly. The
value of farm land plummeted from a high of
$100-$200 an acre in 1920 to a low of about
$30 an acre by 1940. The generally bad
economic conditions were made even worse
by a period of severe drought in the early
1930's. Corn, wheat and hay production hit
an all-time low in 1930, and both cattle and
hog production also dropped.

By the end of the 1930's a slow recovery was
beginning to take place, and then came the
outbreak of World War II. Many potential
young farmers went off to war never to
return. Those who remained behind to farm
the land were given increased government
and community support to increase their
productivity, and soil conservation work
began in earnest with a fairly extensive
program of terracing, soil liming, contour
planting, and pond construction.

County extension office reports for 1944
indicate that one-third of Cooper County's
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farms saved half of their normal soil losses
and increased yields at least 10 percent on
their farms by contour farming 18,500 acres
(Aland. During the same year 82 farmers built
80 acres of terraces to protect 1440 acres of
land. It was about this time also that the
government instituted its "Balanced Farm-
ing" educational programs to area farmers.

With the end of the War a new era in
agriculture was begun, and the seeds for both
today's agricultural strengths and weakness
were sown. Edgar C. Nelson, who published
the first "Rural Life Edition" of the old
Boonville Advertiser in 1925, took a look at
the state of Cooper County farming in 1949
for the "25th Annual Rural Life Edition" of
the Advertiser. Here are some of his observa-
tions:

Tractors are fast replacing horses and
mules. In Cooper County mules have decli-
ned 50 percent since 1946. In that year the
county had 3,000 mules. Current figures
(1949) show 1,500. Horses have declined from
2,900 to 1,500.

There are now more than three million
tractors on American farms, twice as many as
there were eight years ago . . . The general
use of automotive farm power with its
auxiliary equipment marks a distinct epoch
in farming. It means more acres farmed by
fewer persons. In 1800 three out of four of our
working population were in agriculture . . .
Now only one in seven U.S. workers is needed
to provide the nation's food . . . This means
fewer people on the farms and a tendency
toward larger farms. Small units may not be
able to afford the money outlay for power
equipment . . .

In 1924 hybrid seed corn was practically
unknown. I recall planting around 1936 the
first hybrid ever used by a farmer on a bottom
farm along U.S. Highway 40 . . . Today
practically everyone grows hybrid corn be-
cause its use has greatly increased the corn
yield.

Lespedeza has proved a life saver for poor
soil . . . and there has been a substantial
increase in dairying as well as in the develop-
ment of small herds of beef-type cattle.
Poultry flocks are bigger and better . . .

It seems to me, viewed from all angles, that
farmers are peculiarly well fortified for the
future. They live in the very heart of the
world's greatest farming country. They are
between two great cities and within easy
distance of major live stock and grain mark-
ets, where they can sell the products of a
fertile and friendly soil for the high dollar.

Nelson's picture of Cooper County farming
is essentially optimistic, but other observers
saw tendencies that were not so optimistic.
One of these was Dean M.F. Miller of the
University of Missouri College of Agriculture.
In the same "Rural Life Edition" that
contained Nelson's article Dean Miller says:

There is no doubt that the average Mis-
souri farm soil is declining in fertility . . . In
general it may be said that the average
Missouri soil has declined about one-third in
fertility during the hundred years it has been
in cultivation. This is a serious situation and
one which must be corrected . . .

The real truth is that while many farmers
have improved their soils, the majority of
them have allowed them to slip further
downward under the recent demand for crops
at high prices.

Here we have the essence of a problem that
has continued down to the present day.

Because of a general loss of topsoil and basic
soul fertility, farmers have come increasingly
to rely on relatively massive applications of
commercial fertilizers to maintain high
yields. This practice was just beginning at the
end of the 1940's, along with a fairly extensive
use of chemical insecticides and herbicides.
Such practices, though apparently successful
in the short-run, can prove to be disastrous
in the long run.

The Last Thirty Years: 1950-
1980

The last thirty years have seen an intensifi-
cation of both the advances and the problems
of the previous half-century. Such soil con-
servation measures as terracing and contour
farming have become widely accepted
throughout the county. Continual improv-
ements have been made in seed stock as well
as the introduction of such new crops as
soybeans. More efficient cultivation and
harvesting techniques have been developed,
and the modern farmer has become better
educated in scientific farming practices.
Farm machinery has become more sophisti-
cated and livestock production has shown a
marked increase.

Despite these many advances, the prob-
lems faced by farmers have tended to proli-
ferate. Much of this has been due to condi-
tions effecting the economy of our country as
awhole. Rising prices for such key agricultural
items as fertilizers, chemicals, seeds, fuel,
and farm machinery have brought about
skyrocketing operational expenses. Depressed
and fluctuating markets have led to erratic
shifts in emphasis on many farms and a
general difficulty in agricultural planning
from year to year. Excessive use of fertilizers
and chemical treatments have created over-
stimulated and often exhausted soil condi-
tions and have made the soils especially
susceptible to erosion in wet years.

The emphasis on larger and larger farming
operations has led to many farmers finding
themselves pushed to the limits of their
financial and physical capacities. Land prices
have risen to an all time high of $1000 to
$2000 per acre for prime farm land, and
equipment costs are soaring.

Many area farmers are troubled by present
conditions. Faced with high interest rates,
tight money, uncertain weather, and depres-
sed markets many of them wonder if they will
be able to hang on much longer. And they are
not alone. These same problems are troubling
to farmers all across the country. Agriculture
in the United States is at a cross-roads and
it should be a matter of concern to all of us
— farmer and non-farmer alike — to work
toward finding a solution to the problem.
Perhaps part of the answer lies in the past,
but certainly the lessons of the past must be
adapted to present conditions, and this is not
always easy.

by Robert L. Dyer
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BELL AIR VILLAGE
AND COMMUNITY
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Bell Air Village, Palestine Township, Coo-
per County, Missouri is a small village of fine
residences and a population of seventeen
persons; a church, the Bell Air United
Methodist Church, which is inactive at
present; and several unoccupied houses. The
Bell Air Community is made up of families
living in all four directions from the Village,
a bond remaining from earlier times when the
church and schools were the centers of
activities.

The village is located on Highway #5,
about ten miles south of 1-70, at the intersec-
tion with a country road, generally referred
to as the "Creek Road", which goes east to
west from Speed, three miles east, to the
Petite Saline Creek, one and one-half miles
east, and on to Pilot Grove, Mo. It is in
sections 13 and 24, Township 47, North,
Range 18 West. At present, the land south of
the Creek Road is owned by Ravenswood
Farms and on the northside by W.R. Mitzel
and Sons Farms, Inc., except one lot and
residence in the village.

There are many references to Bell Air in
Civil War times, in the histories of Cooper
County by W.F. Johnson; Levens & Drake;
E.J. Melton; and the "History of Howard and
Cooper Counties, as many skirmishes were
fought along the Boonville-Warsaw road, in
this vicinity. The only accounts to be formed
of the early history of Bell Air are in the
Volumes of the Missouri State Gazetteer and
Business Directory at the State Historical
Society Library in Columbia, Mo.

The following excerpts are from those
accounts:

"1860: Belle Air"

A small post village of Cooper County,
Palestine Township, 12 miles from Boonville,
the county seat, was first settled by L.P. Bell
in 1848. It is situated in the midst of a very
fine district of country, thickly populated

United Methodist Church, Bellaire

with industrious farmers. Syracuse, the pres-
ent terminus of the Pacific Railroad, is 12
miles distant. The village contains a South-
ern Methodist church and a large district
school. Population 30.

Alphabetical list of professions, trades, etc.
Richardson, R.P., physician and surgeon;
Schultar, Jacob G., clothing dealer and tailor;
Tucker Harness & Co., steam sawmill; Tucker
J.J. postmaster, Walter, B.R., Justice of
Peace; Zahringer, blacksmith.

"1876-77:

"Text duplicated; Business directory;
Cash, W.; blacksmith; Dade, John, physician;
Schultar, J.B. tailor."

"1879-

"Text duplicated except addition of "mail,
tri-weekly, business directory: Dade, D.J.,
physician; Schultar, J.G., tailor

"1883-84:

"A settlement of 38 people, on the Saline
Creek in Palestine Township, Cooper
County, 12 miles south of Boonville, the
county seat; 31/2 miles west of New Palestine,
its shipping station, the former being the
nearest bank location. Ships grain and pro-
duce. Land, improved, is worth $20 to $25 per
acre — unimproved $15-$18 per acre. Mail
daily. M.E. Schultar, postmaster."

"1885-86 Text duplicated: "Population 40.
Miss M.K. Schultar, postmistress; Hart, G.C.
physician; Schultar, tailor; Wyan, general
store; Zahringer, wagon-maker and
blacksmith."

"1889-90" Text duplicated: "Population
50; names duplicated except: Reeley, W.E.
hotel keeper; Salomon, T.H., livestock."

"1891-92" Text duplicated. Population 65;
Crum, Theodore and son, livestock; Mullied,
hotel; Patterson, Lovell, Justice of the Peace;
Remson, J.C., barber"; others duplicated.

"1893-94:"

"Bell Air, — a settlement in Palestine
Township, Cooper County, 12 miles south-
west of Boonville, the County seat, 31/2 miles
from Speed, a shipping station and 200 miles
west of St. Louis. Banks at Pilot Grove and
Bunceton, Mo. Population 60, mail daily,
W.J. Wyan, Postmaster."

Buchanan, E., carpenter; Carum, Theo-
dore and son, livestock; Muller, Joseph, J.P.;
Remsen, L.C., barber; Vuncanar, E., carpen-
ter; Wyan Bros., livestock; Wyan, W.J. and
Son, general store, Zahringer, Frank, wagon
maker and blacksmith."

From W.F. Johnson's "History of Cooper
County, Missouri'":

"Among the early schools of Cooper
County outside of Boonville was a subscrip-
tion school taught by Henry Severns. It met
in an old log house which was located across
the road from where the home of Mr. R.S.
Roe, of the Bell Air neighborhood is now
located, (in 1988 the Vohn Young home).
This school was maintained during the
eighteen forties, and prospered until the
public school of Bell Air was established. It
is asserted on good authority, that Prof.
Severns' salary was sixty-five dollars, but
whether this means for the month or for the
year, I have found it impossible to ascertain."

"At a meeting of the citizens of Cooper
County, held at Bell Air, on Sat. June
30,1855, for the purpose of appointing dele-
gates to attend the pro-slavery convention to
be held at Lexington, Mo. on the 12th day of
July 1855, the following delegates were
appointed: . . . Palestine Township; William
Bradley, R.L. Bradley, B.C. Clark, R.H.
Menefee, James L. Bell, L.C. Stephens, R.A.
Ewing . . ."

On the south side of the creek road, at the
Village, the land in section 24 was mostly
entered from the U.S. government by
Nathaniel Leonard, some as early as 1825.
Other parcels of land were bought from other
early landowners, probably W.H. Ewing and
wife, Celeste; A.F. Hackenberry; S.J. Weight;
George W. Vaughn; Francis L. Wadley,
William C. Ewing and wife, Lucretia (Co-
rum), Henry D. Kennedy, and E. Buchanan
and possibly others. In section 13, north of
the Creek road, the land was entered from the
U.S. Government in 1821 and 1825 and some
as late as 1837.

The earliest of these landowners, from 1821
were the following: Thomas Collins and wife,
Frances; Elias Partrick and wife, Susannah;
2resley Manion and wife, Sarah Ann (Col-
lins); Amos Ashcraft (single); Hardin Corum
and wife, Agnes; Henry Woolery and wife,
Nancy; Wm. C. Lowery and wife, Melinda;
Henry Corum and wife, Gilla H.; Hiram
Corum and wife, Mary B.; Harrison Corum
and wife Dulcima; Heli Corum and wife,
Sidney; Herod Corum and wife, Lydia; Henry
B. Estes and wife, Lucinda; Littleberry Estes
and wife Nancy; Thompson B. Corum and
wife, Rachel; Jeremiah Taylor and wife,
Hixey; John S. Jurey and wife, Sarah F.,
Lafayette Menefee; James Collins and wife,
Margaret T.; Thornton Bell and wife, Betty
M.; John G. Collins and wife, Jael; Wm. W.
Morris and wife, Maria M.; John J. Tucker
and wife, Sarah E.; Jacob Schutler and wife,
Anna K., Robert P. Richardson and wife,
Medora (Leonard), James Hutchison and
wife, Martha V.; Thomas C. Rainey and wife,
Margaret, Elijah H. Workman and wife,
formerly Gilla M. Comm; Araminta D. Jones
nee Corum, (single); Wm. C. Ewing and wife,
Lucretia P. Corum and other members of
Collins family; Green, Jula, Thomas, Jr.,
Mary Elizabeth, Sally Ann and Frances;
Mary A. Staples (single), Benjamin F. Bed-
ford and wife Mary J.; John A. Houck and
wife, Sarah E., Stephen Blue, Giles Taylor
and wife, Fannie (Watkins), Emmet Watkins



and wife, Mary; John Dade; Jailey McClain;
Mary Elizabeth (Bowles) McCarty; Michael
Dunn; James M. Collins and wife, Jael;
Andrew Collins, (single); Peter Collins
(single); William Collins; Lydia Corum
(single); Dora Comm; Bennett G. Clark;
Wesley J. Wyan and wife, Catherine J.
"Kate" (Menefee).

Later landowners, in both sections, from
about 1900 — to present time, were: Capt.
Charles E. Leonard and wife, Nadine (Nel-
son); N. Nelson Leonard and wife, Roselia
(Willard); Charles W. Leonard and wife,
Mary Ellen (Schlotzhaver); Robert W. Co-
mm and wife, Vida (Henderson), Robert F.
Wyan and wife, Rosa (Callahan); Charles P.
Mitzel and wife, Vira Ann (Grigsby); W.R.
Mitzel and wife, Helen (Sly); George H.
Schlotzhaver and wife, Ella (Babbitt); Daniel
P. Stegner and wife, Kathleen (Sly); Vincel
Brooks, Jr. and wife, Lucille; Robert E. Lee
and wife, Geneva (Sly); Abiel H. Workman
and wife, Emma Alberta (Pointer) (Paxton),
Lawrence Muntzel and wife, Ruth (Hein);
Richard Gramlich and wife, Patricia (Ger-
hardt); Gabrilla "Gay" (Paxton) Babbitt;
Leslie Williams and wife, Fannie (Watkins);
George Gilliam and wife, Vade (Emery),
Elwood McClain, Benjamin E. Sly and wife
Anna (Schlotzhaver).

My earliest recollections of the village go
back to about 1906. There were the church,
a one-room school, a large country store and
post office, a telephone exchange, a
blacksmith shop and seven residences at that
time. The church was in the center square,
with the school just west of it, and across the
"Creek Road". On the north-west corner of
the cross-roads, facing the Boonville-Warsaw
Road, was the store; with steps going up to
a wide front porch. The Postoffice was also
located in the store-house. Mr. John M.
Stephens was the storekeeper and postmast-
er; the Stephens family lived in the very
attractive residence which had been built by
Mr. Wesley J. Wyan. About 1868, Mr. Wyan
had established a general merchandise busi-
ness in Bell Air and resided there until his
death in 1898. The telephone exchange was
in a small house on the adjoining lot on the
north, Mr. and Mrs. Graver ran the
"switchboard", for some years and later some
of the Stephens daughters took it over. The
store-house was destroyed by fire in 1906:
There was great concern for the church
building, which had just been remodeled the
year before. Neighbors gathered from near
and far to help — and the church and other
buildings were saved. The blacksmith shop
was just west of the "store-house; Mr. Frank
Zahringer was the blacksmith and wagon-
maker in early days, followed by Mr. Abiel
Workman, who carried on that work until his
death in 1915. They had lived with their
families in a small residence close by. This
one residence is still standing and occupied,
of those which were here in 1906, in the center
of the village.

The other households about the village,
were the homes of Mr. Robert F. Wyan, son
of Wesley J. Wyan; Mrs. Mary McCarty; Mrs.
John Babbitt, Mrs. George Pare on the
hillside south of the church and one vacant
cottage on the northeast corner on the
"Corum place." A quarter of a mile south of
the village, on Ravenswood land, was the
"tenant" home of Mr. George Maddox and
family, this place generally referred to as the
"Ewing place".

West of the village, about a quarter mile
was Mrs. Jaily McClain's little log house set
in a beautiful flower garden. It was a special
"treat" for us school girls to be allowed to
make a visit to "Grandma" McClain's garden
during the noon hour. We usually found her
seated beside the fireplace hearth, smoking
a little clay pipe. She took us all around the
flower garden, naming the plants and giving
us some blossoms to take with us. To this day,
though the house has been long ago removed
and the garden in pasture land, a few of the
hardy plants and bulbs come up in the
springtime.

Mr. Workman "Smithy" stood right on the
roadside and we children delighted in watch-
ing him at his forge and anvil, tempering and
hammering the red-hot steel for the farmer's
plow-shears or the shoes for the horses. Next
to this was "Grandma" McCarty's home and
"weaving-house" — where we watched from
the door as her skilled hands worked the large
loom which wove the rag-carpeting and rugs
in use, at that time, in so many homes.

The life of the village and entire commu-
nity centered about the school and the
church. From the "Yearbook of the Method-
ist Churches of the Bunceton Charge for
1934" — by Rev. H.R. Wharton:

"The Bell Air Methodist Church, south
was organized in 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Thorn-
ton Bell, Mr. and Mrs. James Bell, Mr. and
Mrs. Jacob Schutler, William and James
Godwin, William N. Halley, and John C.
Tucker were among the charter members."

"The land on which the church was built
was purchased from H. Corum and his wife
in 1868, for a consideration of $175.00. Deed
was written to Wm. Godwin, Jacob Schutler,
Wm. N. Halley and John Tucker as trustees.

"The first building was erected in 1870 and
dedicated by D.K. McAnally of Saint Louis,
Mo. The church has played the leading roll
in developing the good citizenship of this
community, as it has made Bell Air a meeting
place of good fellowship which was the vision
of those good citizens who have passed on. So
it is, that the church stands out to be the
greatest, noblest and most cherished factor
in the name and pride of the community
which it serves."

"The Bell Air church; its workers, its
purpose, have been an important factor in
developing some of the best farmers and
business and professional men that this
country is known for."

The conference year has always ended in
September, so the years of time served,
together with the names of those men who
have enlisted in God's service are as follows:
R.H. Scheaffer, 1888-89; Boone Keeton,
1889-90; J.D. Mood, 1890-93; R.G. Flummer,
1893-94; W.B. Cobb, 1894-98; T.D. Payne,
1898-99; J.W. Hill, 1899-1900; J.E. Alexan-
der, 1909-02; F.E. Gordon, 1902-04; J.F.
Caskey, 1904-95; W.D. Kelly, 1905-06; S.A.
Renes, 1908-09; S.P. Cayton, 1909-11; H.P.
Jones, 1911-12; T.A. Huffine 1912-13; S.G.
Keys, 1913-14; Robert Hawkins, 1914-15;
AB. Jackson, 1915-16; J.G. Haynes; 1916-18;
S.P. Starkey, 1918-20; W.W. Garrett, 1920-
22; W.H. Sudduth, 1922-25; G.B. Snapp,
1925-27; J.W. Snow, 1927-28; Wm. Sampson,
1928-29; C.E. Nickerson, 1929-32; H.R.
Wharton 1932.

In 1905, the first building was remodeled
with the addition of an annex for a Sunday
school room for the children — and, at that
time, beautiful stained glass windows were

installed with two very large memorial win-
dows in honor of Mr. T.M. Nelson and family,
ancestors of Mrs. Nadine (Nelson) Leonard,
who were benefactors of the church.

The Bell Air Church was in charges with
the Bunceton, Pilot Grove and Bethlehem
churches at various times, and from 1913 to
1925 it was a station with a full-time pastor
in residence. In 1914, through the faithful and
very generous support of the C.E. Leonard
family and the leading families of the com-
munity, a new home for the pastors, “the
parsonage” was built on the south edge of the
village, on Ravenswood land. When the Rev.
S.G. Keys and family were appointed as
pastor of the new station, they stayed around
in the homes of some of the members, while
the men of the church hurriedly converted
the large old one-room school building into
a residence, where they lived while the new
parsonage was built. The Leonard family
paid half of the pastor's salary and the other
members and friends paid the remainder.
The former members were always very
generous in sharing their fruits and vege-
tables and produce with the minister's fam-
ily. Quoting from a letter received from Rev.
and Mrs. Wharton in 1979:

"How very nice to receive your newsy letter
about the Bell Air Community. My! The
changes!! You know, we came in the fall of
1932; the depression was at its height. We had
two little girls, one 21/2 years, the other 1 year
and a third baby due in February, '33. The
Bunceton Bank had closed and the bank at
Speed was the one we and the church used.
We really lived on love — love of one another
and the love our church showered on us, in
their sharing all they had. How we remember
the delightful meals and gifts of food — meat
at butchering times; vegetables and fruits in
season; dressed chickens and turkeys that
come from your mother and the other dear
people of the church. We all felt so close in
sharing all that we had. That was a wonderful
community."

"The Marshall District Conference of the
Methodist Church was entertained at Bell
Air in 1913. Notable guests of the conference
were: Dr. W.R. Palmore; Dean Mumford of
Missouri University, Columbia, J. Wesley
Smith, Elder, P.A. Rader and Rev. A.H.
Barnes of St. Louis, Mo. Those in attendance
were delightfully entertained in the homes,
counting it a blessing to partake of such
gracious hospitality."

"The Bell Air Chapter of the Epworth
League was organized in 1912. The member-
ship soon grew to forty-two, and this soon
became one of the most active chapters in the
district. Regular worship services were held
each Sunday evening, monthly business
meetings were held in the homes, delegates
sent to the Marshall District Conferences,
and to the Annual League Conference at
Perth Springs, Mo. A great deal of the social
life of the young people of 'horse and buggy'
age centered in this organization.

In 1911, the Woman's' Missionary Society
was organized and became a very dedicated
group in supporting the work of the church
and contributing generously to the work of
the Missions of Methodism. It also was a very
pleasant and positive influence in the lives of
the families of the community — their
activities included suppers and socials; and
plays and picnics, too.

Though there have been no regular services
held at the Bell Air Church since about 1965,



the church is still serving "a mission". In the
early 1960's, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Leonard,
in their consecration to the legacy of this
church, had a spotlight placed high inside the
church to illuminate the large memorial
window facing the highway. The response to
this "beacon of light" has been most rewar-
ding. Many, who pass that way at night have
sent messages about the beauty of the
windows; some have responded with dona-
tions of money, especially Mr. Ralph Myers
of Kansas City who passes by regularly
enroute to his home at Lake Ozark, sends a
generous gift at Christmas "to keep the lights
burning." A few of the members of the
congregation and friends of the church are
maintaining the building and grounds, and
hoping that it can remain there as a testa-
ment to our ancestors who established it and
supported it through the past 138 years and
that sometime in the future it can become
active again.

From "A Town Called Speed" by Roy B.
Gerhardt 1984 and The Pilot Grove Centen-
nial Book — 1973:

"As early as 1891 there were a very few
telephones in the area. They were privately
owned and installed lines into a "Central"
exchange. The Speed Telephone Co. was
organized in July 1906 and the Pilot Grove
system "in the early 1900's." The Farmers's
and Merchants Handbook of Cooper
County," published by the 'Central Missouri
Republican” in 1916, makes the following
statement: "The telephones of the county are
divided into two general systems, the Inde-
pendent System and the Enterprise System,
sometimes called the "Simpson," from its
manager, H.H. Simpson of Pilot Grove, Mo.
The subscribers of the Enterprise system
have free access service on six exchanges:
Boonville, Bunceton, Speed, Pleasant Green,
Pilot Grove and Clifton City. The Indepen-
dent changes have free service at Prairie
Home, Wooldridge, Syracuse, Tipton,
Clarksburg and Otterville." So many homes
had two telephones — one on each system —
and the homes served also as "exchanges."
Many times, a call and request came on one
phone to relay a message to someone on the
other system. The central office at Bell Air
was on the Enterprise system but was
discontinued after a few years.

About 1913 the leading citizens of the
community, desirous of providing a better
education for their children, established the
new elementary and high school at Bell Air
— They built a large 2-story structure with
two class-rooms on the first floor and a large
auditorium on the second floor to provide
eight years of elementary and four years of
high school curriculum. This was built on a
5-acre lot at the southeast corner of the
crossroads on land donated by (or bought
from) Ravenswood Farms. However, after a
few years, it resulted that the high school was
unable to meet the requirements for entrance
to the State University or other colleges, so
the high school classes were discontinued.
The elementary classes continued until the
system of bussing the children to urban
consolidated schools was instituted. But the
spacious auditorium served many purposes in
the community. Later the building was sold
to Mr. and Mrs. Claude Morris who conver-
ted it to a private home — a number of
families had lived there until just recently it
was bought by Nelson and Mary Leonard and
completely remodeled into a very attractive
residence for them and their three little sons.

Many years had intervened between the
time of those early businesses recorded in the
Gazzetteers and about 1929-30 when the
Ravenswood Inn was built. Mr. Nelson
Leonard had it built just south of the church
on the Highway — it was an attractive, small
brick building with living quarters, a lounge
with tables and a fireplace, a lunch counter
and gasoline pumps to service cars. For many
years, it served the community as a source of
supplies of groceries, gasoline and limited car
repairs, light lunch and an every-day meeting
place. It was rented to very fine people, who
served their customers well. Unfortunately,
an accidental fire in 1939 partly destroyed the
building — it was rebuilt later and continued
to operate until about 1958. The building still
stands, but it is not in use at present.

Another later industry in the community
was the Hall & Riley stone quarry, estab-
lished about 1942 on a bluff 3/4 mile due west
of Bell Air, near the Petite Saline Creek, on
Ravenswood land. Mr. "Pete” Hall and Mr.
Dave Riley, who lived in Bunceton, Mo., at
the time, were the owners. The quarry
supplied lime for the "soil dressing" on the
farms and crushed rock for road building and
other uses. They employed between 8 to 10
workmen — both black and white — not
including the truck drivers who transported
the materials. This gave employment to a
number of the residents and operated until
about 1952, when they moved to another
location. This first location of the quarry was
at the NW corner of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4
Section 23, Township 47 and Range 18. The
new location is near Boonville, and they have
expanded to become the Hall and Riley
Quarries and Construction Co. and the Hall
and Riley Paving Co., Inc. under the manage-
ment of Mr. James K. Hall, Mr. Jerry R.
Riley, and Mr. Jon Riley.

There was never a public cemetery estab-
lished at Bell Air, but we should mention the
Private burial grounds, scattered over the
area.

There are two private plots located and
recorded on Ravenswood land — the Leo-
nard's own family plot dating back to 1830.
It is across the highway from the mansion, in
the native woods, where the founder of this
large estate, Mr. Nathaniel Leonard and his
wife, Margaret Hutchison and other mem-
bers of the family are buried. In 1968, a tragic
car accident took the life of Jamie Leonard,
son of Charles W. and Mary Ellen Leonard,
the present owners. He was, at the time, a
professor of history at Murphreesboro Uni-
versity in Tennessee. It was his previously
stated desire to lie there on his "homeland,"
with his ancestors — so he was buried there.
A tall obelisk, visible from the road, marks
this spot.

Another plot on Ravenswood is the "Old
Ewing Cemetery" near Bell Air. There were
only four graves recorded here — of the
Ewing and Corum families — as early as 1840
— but there were probably more, unmarked.
Another possible plot, in the pasture land
across from the mansion could be the Michael
Dunn burial place. According to correspon-
dence with his descendants, he was buried
there on his homestead, now a part of the
estate.

The famous "Briscoe Cemetery"’, 2 miles
south of the village is the resting place of
Hannah Cole and many of her family and
other early residents of the area. This is listed
on the Registry of Historic sites. There are 36

recorded graves and possibly others, unmar-
ked, dating from 1834 to 1916.

The "Old Hutchinson Family Cemetery"
was near the residence of J.S. and Sally
Hutchison, now the Virgil Doty farm, 1%
miles south of Bell Air. The site had been
practically destroyed, so a few years ago a
descendant of the family, Mr. William Pax-
ton Hutchison of Minden, La., gathered up
the remaining pieces of the markers and
buried them around a new memorial marker
in the Mt. Nebo Church Cemetery. The
beautiful stone bears the names of twelve
members of that family and data giving the
family relations etc. The exact locations of
these graves had long since been lost. These
burials dated from 1842 to 1873.

The family burial plot on the old Jurey
Place, a half-mile north of Bell Air Village has
been lost or destroyed. We can recall when
the small plot was there in the orchards, west
of the old residence — with an iron fence
around the few markers. But the orchards are
gone and the land is under cultivation and no
one can recall any family names. Those
burials dated before the early 1890's, when
the Jurey family sold the land.

The old Parish family cemetery has also
been lost and no names recorded; there may
have been two plots, nearby, in this area. One
is verified by a cemetery symbol on the old
J.L. Painter land in the 1915 Land Atlas.
That location is near the gravel road in the
SW corner of the SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of
Section 1, Township 47N and Range 18W.
The Parish place was just west of this location
— and the plot was said to be in a clump of
cedar trees near where the old residence
stood, a little distance back from the road. A
former resident of the community has told of
going with her mother to burials there in the
early 1900's. No names from this plot have
been recorded.

The "Old Waller Family Cemetery" re-
mains, but is in very poor condition — it is
in a pasture where stock can roam over it —
so many of the stones have been destroyed.
A few years ago, a descendant of the family
came and asked to be taken to visit it. We
recorded the names and all available data
from the stones. Later she sent back a more
complete list, with a plat of the original
location of all the unmarked graves and also
another section called the "Collier section"
— probably another family group. Also some
neighbor family members were buried here.
The dates range from 1860 to 1915, with 21
recorded — some of these were re-interred at
the Bunceton Masonic Cemetery.

Another is the old Lowery Family Plot on
the Estel Eichelberger Place about 21/2 miles
west of Bell Air. Mr. Eichelberger says his
father knew about these graves of the family
and their slaves; there were about twenty
graves with only field-stone markers. William
C. Lowery and wife were early settlers in
Palestine Township.

The Tuscumbia Cemetery is about a mile
due west of the village, adjoining former site
of the Tuscumbia Free-Will Baptist Church,
which served the Black community of Bell
Air for many years. This burial plot is
protected and cared for. Mrs. Beatrice (Wil-
liams) Lucas had a fence put around it some
years ago and her son, JW. and Mr. Cecil
Drew — all descendants of those buried here,
assist in the maintenance. There were no
permanent markers placed at time of burials,



but recently, Roy and Helen Mitzel have had
a granite marker placed here with the names
of those known to be buried here. The plot
lies on the property of W.R. Mitzel and Sons
Farms, Inc., but the one acre lot was origi-
nally deeded to the Trustees of the church,
and is still the property of their descendants.

The names and data of the burials in the
above cemeteries are available in the
"Records of the Cooper County Historical
Cemeteries Associations" Volumes available
to the public at the Cooper County Court
house, the Boonslick Public Library and the
Archives of the "Friends of Historic Boon-
ville." There are ten volumes in print, with
one more volume in preparation, at present.

The black population of the community
were clustered around their church, the
Tuscumbia Free-will Baptist Church and
school, a mile due west of the Village. As late
as the 1980's the little church was still
standing — but not in use anymore. It was
built in the early 1900's — an attractive,
small building with a bell tower and steeple
— close by was the burial ground, listed in the
Cooper County Historical — Cemetery Rec-
ords as the Tuscumbia Cemetery. There is a
road leading to it but not well maintained. In
earlier times this road continued to the south
and west and connected with other country
roads — but now stops there. There was a
school for the black children before 1877 —
located about a half mile, south of the church.
But in 1910, the Bell Air School District
bought a half acre plot, adjoining the church
grounds from Mr. Emett Watkins and a
school was built here. Mr. Howard Emery was
the teacher and also lay preacher there for
many years. The school records show other
teachers also.

The following are the black residents of the
community who can be recalled at present:
Emmett Watkins and w. Mary and ch.: Vica,
Lula and Fannie; Joe Rector and wife Low
and family; Vade, Howard and Gussie;
Howard Emery and family, Niel Scott and w.
Nancy and family; George Warrick and w.
Sallie and family; Ellis Blue; Caleb Williams
and family; Dan Hawkins; Jennie Ann Smith;
Jess Baylor; Arthur Fry; Emil and Lula
Wilson; Leslie Williams and w. Fannie (Wat-
kins) and ch. Leonard, Leslie Jr., Mamie Bell,
Beatrice and Roger George Gilliam and w.
Vade (Emery) and ch.; Theo Watkins, the
Gaston family; Eugene Sims and wife, Ada
and Children.

Many of these residents were tenants on
and worked at the Ravenswood Farms.
Others owned and tended their own small
farms along the Petite Saline Creek and other
areas; and some found employment on the
larger farms of the neighborhood and the
rock quarry nearby.

The residents of this large community were
linked together through ownership of the
land — and by membership in the Bell Air
Church and all the activities of school and
church. The population branched out in all
four directions from the village along the
Boonville — Warsaw Road, now state high-
way #5, north and south — and along the so-
called "Creek Road" to the east and west.
This list dates back over more than one
hundred and fifty years. We regret that there
may be some families whose names have not
been recalled, — but with the help of family
and friends, here is a considerable of resi-
dents, past and present. There are some
repetitions of names, who appear as

"children" — and who later were married and
set up "households" of their own on the same
land or nearby.

To the south of the village, most of the land
was in the Ravenswood Estates — with the
W.C. Ewing, Henry Corum, B. Solomon,
Michael Dunn, Samuel Cole and Bennett C.
Clark families holding the remainder of the
land into the late 1800's. Many of the families
were employed by and lived on the Raven-
swood Farms. At the old Ewing place, there
were a succession of families: George Maddox
and wife, America, "Mec" (Rennison) and
children: Baney, Irene and Ruby; James
Jeffress and wife, Sue (Roach) (Bradshaw)
and children: Gail and Joe Bradshaw; Charlie
Morgan and wife, Junie; Clifford Shumate
and wife, Nannie Clara (Johnson) and ch:
Virginia, Wilbur, Warren, Doris, Kenneth
and Eunice.

At Ravenswood, Nathaniel Leonard and w.
Margaret (Hutchison) (1877) and children:
Charles E., W.H., A., and Medora; Dr. R.P.
Richardson and w. Medora (Leonard); Capt.
Charles E. Leonard and w. Nadine (Nelson)
of Boonville; son, Nathaniel Nelson Leonard
and w. Roselia (Willard) of Chicago and
children: Nathaniel Nelson Jr., Charles Wil-
lard and Anna Nadine; Mrs. Stebbens, the
children's governess and Mrs. Leonard's
companion; Jean (French) Leonard) (2nd
wife) "Miss Kate" Leonard (3rd wife);
Charles W. Leonard and wife, Mary Ellen
(Schlotzhaver) of Bell Air, present owners of
Ravenswood, and children: Charlie and
James Nelson "Jamie"; Mr. Ed Patterson,
Manager of Ravenswood; who resided at
Bunceton; Hortense and Glenn Smith, Cook
and chauffeur-butler; George Holliday,
herdsman and laborer and family; Walker
Burbridge "Dump" Harris, (single) herds-
man and laborer. Michael Dunn owned land
in this vicinity — he was a representative to
U.S. Congress in election of 1826.

Adjoining Ravenswood land in 1877, Sam-
uel Cole and family and later residents were:
R.S. Roe and w. Gilla (Cole) (Solomon, 1st
hus) and ch:; Nadine, Cordelia and Edward
Solomon, Lena and Lovell Roe, Samuel C.,
Trueman, Grace, Adda and Joe Roe; Jack
Stewart and w. Anna (Langkop) and son,
Jack D., Roy Moore and wife, Mary; Vohn
Young and w. Charlotte (Moore) (Elgin),
present residents and ch: Lee and Lois Elgin,
Harold, Betty, Sarah and Robert Young; on
adjoining land opposite, Bennett C. Clark
and family, 1877, and later, J.R. Hutchison
and w. Sallie and family; William "Hoot"
Gibson and w. Pearl (Hudson) and ch: Janice,
Jerree, Joannie and Jeannette; E.H. Rogers
and w. Mary L., (Elliott) and dau. Margarit
A.; the Merriott family; Mr. and Mrs. Stuart
and 10 sons: Bubbert, Pearl, Jack, Wallace,
Owen, Less, Lawrence, Rolla, Earl and
Marshall; P.G. Walker and family, 1877;
William Briscoe and w. Elizabeth (Wallace);
Edward Solomon and w. Eula (Stephens) and
ch: J.E., Maurice, Merle Roe and Hob C.;
Samuel C. Roe and W. Marie (roehrs); Bob
Isenwood (single); T.J. Wallace 1877 and
family; Fred Roehrs and w. Louise (Sinn)
and ch. Alma, Marie, Ida and Lydia; Arthur
Brandes and wife, Lydia (Roehrs), John H.
Clemens and w. and ch: Hettie and Nettie;
William Paxton and w. Mamie (McCarty)
and ch.:: Vince', Louis, Lucille, Roy and
Gladys; Ernest Clark and w. and Delmar and
Velma; B. Solomon and family 1877; Nick
and Palmer Solomon; Mr. "Mose" Cheatham

and w. and dau. Ila Fern (omitted with
residents at Ravenswood Farms — was man-
ager for some years).

To the west were: Mrs. Jaily McClain, 1877;
G.M. Workman, 1877; Patrick McCarty and
w. Mary Elizabeth (Bowles) and ch.: Mamie,
Josie, John and Katie; 1890's; August Vieth
(single) Earl Schuster and w. Mary (Carpen-
ter) A.L. Kirkpatrick and wife, Nettie (Hen-
derson) 1890's; and sister, Miss Margaret
"Meg" Kirkpatrick; Later: John Kirkpatrick
and w. Alma (Herndon) and ch. Margaret,
Clara Alma and Johnnie Reed; James Doyle
and w. Lena (Roe) and children; Vister Tevis
1877; John Dade 1877; M. Lowery and family,
1877; H.C. Solomon 1877; W.M. Chamberlain
and w. Anna Belle (Rosell) and ch.: Edgar,
Jess, Ada, Ella, George, Charlie and Laura;
a second wife, Oregon C. "Lun" (—) (Sly 1st.
hus); Miss Sallie Orndorff and nephew,
"Bobby"; William Taylor; Sarah (Taylor)
Woods and son, Arthur H. "Artie"; Martin G.
Phillips and wife, Mattie (Mullett) and ch.:
Morris and James. G.A. Gates 1877; S. Blue
1877, W. Trigg 1877, Franklin Eichelberger
and wife Ida Belle (Helms) and ch. Lanita,
Merle and Estil.

To the north, along the Boonville-Warsaw
Road, now, with a few re-locations, State
Hiway #5, and roads "branching off' to east
and west, were: J.J. Tucker 1877; W.J. Wyan
1877; J.A. Jurey and wife and son, Edie;
George H. Schlotzhaver and w. Ella (Babbitt)
and ch: Bernice, Hallie, Eugene, Arthur and
Mary Ellen, a sister, Miss Maggie Schlot-
zhaver and a niece and nephew, Kattie
Babbitt and Leslie Babbitt; Elon Gander and
w. Bernice (Schlotzhaver) and son, George
Elon and wife, Mary Jane (Higgins) and ch.:
Robert and Linda; W.R. Mitzel and w. Helen
(Sly); N. Jurey, 1877; George McClain and w.
Josie (Pare) and son, Elwood; Daniel P.
Stegner, Jr. and w. Mary Jane (Miller) and
ch. Judith Ann and Debra Kay; Floyd
Tempfel and w. Karen (Cockran); Harris
Searfoss and w. Ruth (Ricker) and son, Kim
and w. Rosalee (Comegzs) and ch: Mariah
and Megan: W.J. Wyan 1877; T. Collins 1877;
Peter Muntzel and w. Tessie (Eichelberger)
and ch.: Doris, Ona, Lawrence, Anna Mae and
Helen Marie; Marion Watkins and w. Anna
Mae (Muntzel) and ch.: Mary Ann and Gary;
J.F. Spangler and wife and ch.: Anna, Wil-
liam, Lula, Katie and possibly others. W.H.
Martin 1877; A.H. Eichelberger and w. Sarah
Elizabeth (Tavenner) and ch. Clara, Lillian,
Marvin; Edna; Hall and Juanita; John Von-
derahe and w. Frances (Martin) and ch. John,
Margie, Jean, Edward, Chris and Carl; Chris
Vonderahe and w. Anita; T. Collins 1877;
Julius H. Stegner and w. Esther (Stephens)
and ch.: Katherine, Hulda, Wilbur and
Nevada; Joseph Henry Bonen and w. Bertha
(Schneider) and ch.: Donald, Anna Mae;
Norma Jean, Margie and Grade; Orville
Miller and w. Frances; Barney Baragary and
family, N.R.A. Perera and w. "Dee" and dau.;
A. Taylor 1877; AM. and L.L. Chamberlain
1877; Charles L. Stegner and w. .Mamie
(Behrens) and ch.: Dickie, Richard, and
Randolf and Mrs. Stegner's niece, Anna
Becker; Richard Stegner and w. Cora Velma
(Brownfield) and ch: Cora Louise and Carol;
Lydia Corum 1877; W.J. Wyan 1877; Julia
Henderson family; B.R. Waller 1877; W.G.
Gilbreath and w. Mary (Waller) and ch.;
Martha Lee and Glen; John A. Waller 1877;
Randolf Stegner and w. Katherine (Koenig)
and ch. Anna and Charles; Earl Carey and w.



Anna Stegner and family; Wilford J. Mouk
family; James L. Painter and w. Mary
"Mollie" (Babbitt) and ch.: Edna, Leslie and
Lloyd; Leslie Painter and w. Cordelia
"Cordy" (Solomon) and ch.: Robert, Edgar,
Marie and William "Billie"; Robert Painter
and w. Valenia (Eichelberger) and ch.: Ryan
and Mallory; Fred Nunn 1877; Clarence W.
Atkinson and w. Lydia H. (Muntzel) and ch.:
Ruth E. and John F. and Clarence W. Jr.; a
second wife, Laura (Haley); John F. and w.
Caroline (Holmes and ch.: Robert, Ruth,
Mary Jane, Paul and Linda; and at some
distance, north and west, were the Verts
family, who were members of the Bell Air
church: Joseph A. Verts and w. Florence
(Higgins) and ch.: Charles,s James Harry,
Eula, Roger, Leslie, and Ada. And to the
north and east were Hubert Smith and w.
Edna Eichelberger and ch. On the first side
road to east, now Route F. which goes on to
Speed, there were Robert Roe 1877; Adolph
Muntzel and wife; Walter Stegner and w.
Pearl (Haley) and ch.: Martha Frances and
Eloise; Harold Ries and wife, Marie Hilden
and 2 sons; J.W. Nunn 1877. LR. Worts and
w. Laura E. (Phillips) and ch: Ida, Willard,
Leslie E. and Vernon; Mr. and Mrs. Smith
and son Mason; Lon Chamberlain and w.
Mabel (Twmer) and ch. Virgil and Albert; the
Utlaut family, and Leslie Worts and w. Edna
(Painter) and ch.: Russell and Willard.

On a second side road to east were L.D.
Pulley 1877. George W. Chamberlain and w.
Clara (Eichelberger) and ch.: A.H., Clarabelle
and George Hall; J.N. Dills 1877, Vernon
Vanderhoof and w. Margaret (Petty) and ch.:
Sumner, Harold, Leroy, Alvin and David.

On the side road, going west off of Route
#5, are J.C. Stephens 1877, Lucas Braver
1877; W. Warnhoff 1877; Tavennort Roberts
1877 and at present are descendants of James
L. and Mollie Painter who were very faithful
members of the Bell Air Church: William
"Billie" Painter and w. Alice (Haller) and ch.
Gene and Robert; John Fortman and w.
Marie (Painter) and ch: John L., Nancy, and
Herman Lee; Gene Painter and w. Sandy and
ch. Jeremy, and Andrew; Dr. John L. Fort-
man and w. Jeanie (Bell) and ch.: John
Thomas, Joseph and Jennifer; Nancy (Fort-
man) Jenkins and ch. Dannie and Mark;
Herman Lee Fortman and w. Pamela
(McKenzie) and eh: Susan and Douglas.

To the east of Village, the . community
extended only less than a mile with one
family - that of Benjamin E. Sly and w. Anna
(Schlotzhaver) and ch.: Inez, Kathleen, Rolla,
Helen and Geneva. But at some distance, in
the Speed area, there were these members of
the Bell Air Church: Arthur Holliday, R.M.
Watson and w. Dora and ch.: George and
Forest Eugene; George Watson and wife,
Mae, Elon and Oren Wassman; Mrs. Kelly
(Henderson) English and son, Forest.

In the village proper, the population, at
present, is smallest of all the years since the
1860's. In 1877 the land was owned by J.J.
Tucker and W.J. Wyan on the north side of
the "Creek Road" and by W.C. Ewing and
Nathaniel Leonard on the south. In 1868
Wesley J. Wyan owned a mercantile business
at Bell Air and resided there until his death
in 1898 — his family consisted of his wife
Catherine J. "Kate J." (Menefee) and ch.
Robert., W.F., Wyatt J., Henry L., and
Wesley F. Later residents were: Robert F.
Wyan and wife Rosa (Callahan) and ch.:
Augusta, Florence, Jessica, Pauline and

Jacob F. "Doc", and his nephew, Bobbie
Wyan; Charles P. Mitzel and w. Vira (Grigs-
by) and ch.: Corene, Roy and Harold, James,
Mitzel, single; James schlotzhaver and uncle,
James Piatt; Paul Lenger and w. Audrey and
ch.: Janice and Carl.

In the residence next to the storehouse
were: John M. Stephens and w. Sophronia
(Stone) and ch.: Eula, Ether, Inez, James W.,
Ellen, Willie B., Cora and John H. "Hob".
Later: John Maddox and w. Hannah; William
Roach and wife and ch.: John Hale and w.
Mabel (Burrell) and ch.: Jack, Bob and
Ailene. Daniel P. Stegner and w. Kathleen
(Sly) and eh: Dannie, Edwin and Anna;
Vincel Brooks, Jr. and wife.

In the little telephone exchange house were
Mr. and Mrs. Graver and ch.: Mary and
Walker. This building was removed in the
early 1900's.

In the house beside the blacksmith shop
were: the Frank Zahringer family; Abiel H.
Workman and w. Emma Alberta (Painter)
(Paxton) and ch: "Bud" Paxton; and Flossie
Workman, James Brownfield and w. Rosa
(Pollard and dau. Mrs. Nannie (Brownfield)
Church and dau. Marie and a grandson, Earl
Stegner; Lawrence Muntzel and w. Ruth
(Hein) and ch.: David Louis and Joyce;
Joseph Gramlick and w. Patricia (Gerhardt)
and ch.: Barbara and Christine; the present
residents.

The old McCarty house was the birthplace
of Wallace Crossley, Lieut. Governor of
Missouri - elected in 1916 - d. in 1943. He was
the son of Prof. S.W. Crossley and w.
Elbertine (Givens). Later residents were
Mary McCarty and ch.: John and Miss Kate
and grandchildren, Mildred and Olive; This
house and lot were added to the C.P. Mitzel
farm and the very old house and buildings
were removed sometime after 1911. The
small house on south side of road was the
home of Mrs. Gabrilla "Gay" (Paxton)
Babbitt and children, Mabel and Pauline and
a brother, Charlie Babbitt. Later residents
were Dwight Hazlett and w. Elizabeth
(Burns) and ch.: William, Harry, Ted, Minnie
Mae, and Tom; Maggie Spangler and son
Johnnie; Harold Mitzel and w. Ruby and son,
Harold Eugene; Mr. and Mrs. Gibson and
family.

In the old school house which had been
remodeled into a residence there were: John
Knipker and w. Florence Burke and ch.:
"J.L." and Frankie. Mr. Knipker had estab-
lished a new blacksmith and auto repair shop.
Later Mancel Jobe and family lived here. On
the hill, south of the church were: George
Pare and w. Josie (McClain) and ch.: Oscar,
Wilbur, Nellie and Walker; Edward Windsor
and Lucille (Paxton) and ch.: David and
Eddie; James Mitzel and w. Maude (Roe) and
son, Aubrey and niece Myrtle Maude Roe;
E.W. Reeves and wife, Gertrude.

At the "Parsonage" there were: Rev. S.G.
Keys and wife and son Burson; Rev. Robert
Hawkins, (single); Rev. A.B. Jackson and
wife and ch.: David King and A.B. Jr. "Bud";
Rev. J.G. Haynes and wife and ch.: Ruth and
Robert; Reev. S.P. Starkey and w. and ch.:
Eloise, Elberta and Florence; Rev. W.W.
Garrett and w. and 2 daus.; Rev. W.H.
Suddath and w. and ch.: Jennie and Newland.
After this time it was discontinued as the
home of the pastors; they lived at Bunceton
again — and the property reverted back to
the Ravenswood Estates. Later residents
here were the "Perk" Miller family; Boon

Barron and w. Sylvia and sons and possibly
others. At present it is the home of Mitchell
"Mitch" Leonard and the great, great, great,
grandson of Nathaniel Leonard.

After the Bell Air Rural School ceased to
use the large school building, it was used for
a few years for part of the Bunceton school
system's classes. But then it was sold and
converted to a private residence: The resi-
dents there were: Claude Morris and w. Jessie
Frances (Daniels) and ch.: Dannie, "Gip" and
Linda and several other families: the Chen-
aults and Cort Jobe and w. Eva (Webb) and
ch.: Jannette and Carl. Recently it has been
completely remodeled and landscaped and is
the home of Nelson and Nancy (Meyers)
Leonard and sons: Abiel, Nathaniel and
Benjamin. These children are the seventh
generation of the Leonard family at Bell Air.

It is fitting, at the conclusion, to pay tribute
to the Leonard family who have been related,
so closely, to the history of Bell Air since 1825

The following excerpts are from "Historic
Ravenswood — Its Founders and Its Cattle"
- by John Ashton, "Officer du Merite Agri-
cole, France 1922. and from obituaries in
some of the county newspapers: "Nathaniel
Leonard, having come from Windsor, in far-
off Vermont, selected a large tract of excel-
lent land in 1825 . . . Conditions were
favorable for new settlers; land was cheap,
labor was scarce; one could choose the best
locations. He established the Ravenswood
Herd of Shorthorn Cattle" and it became
famous. "It will be generally admitted that
Ravenswood Farms, Bunceton, Mo. is the
most famous shorthorn cattle shrine west of
the Mississippi River." 1922. The tributes to
Nathaniel and Capt. Charles E. were many,
this one from the Bunceton Eagle is typical:
"Capt. Leonard was ever in favor of anything
that promised for the betterment of his
county and state, and no one ever went to him
in behalf of a worthy cause but what he
received encouragement and support, whether
it was financing a national organization or
aiding in the support of the home church or
the district school."

During the lifetime of Capt. Charles E. and
Mrs. Nadine (Nelson), and Mr. W. Nelson
Leonard there was much social activity at
Ravenswood. It was rare that the house was
without guests. Governor Lon F. and wife,
Margaret (Nelson) Stephens were often there
and attended church with the family at Bell
Air.

by Helen A. Mitzel

MEMORIES OF
VANISHED
BILLINGSVILLE
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Remarks from the young like, "We're going
into Billingsville, don't blink your eyes, you'll
miss it!" are bitter pills for residents like Mrs.
Evelyn Marie Hilden Bechtold of Boonville.

Mrs. Bechtold formerly of Billingsville,
located five miles south west of Boonville on
Highway 5. She not only considers this her
home, she considers its her heritage.

Well built houses in that area, originally
nestled peacefully in Billingsville. The house



is very special because it has been owned by
three generations of the Hilden family for
over 122 years.

The Hilden house practically speaking is a
Billingsville landmark, record back to 1842,
not much growth to Billingsville until the
Hildens came along.

Adolph Hilden and his wife, Ursula Reifeld
came from Germany in 1853 to Missouri and
settled in May, 1854, after purchasing land
and building the house in Billingsville.

Very small at first, but additions were
made and the place took on the look of
respectability in the community of Billing-
sville.

The shelves are all hidden from view,
clapped between walls inside and wood frame
outside. Mrs. Bechtold speaks of the house
with reverence.

Before building a Catholic Church in the
area, mass for the community was said in the
log built portion of the house. Through the
years always the Christmas tree was put up
in that section.

One of three sons married Magdalene
Esser. The Hildens had 9 children, the oldest
three Mrs. Bechtold, Adolph and Bert.

Bert lives at home with his wife Margaret.
Their father added a dinner bell on the roof
and a weather vane. We thought that dinner
bell was the greatest of all things.

Esser heated the house with a wood stove,
but now a gas stove fills the heating require-
ments. The house has no basement, a storm
cellar and a summer kitchen adjacent to the
house. Inside there is quite a bit of antique
furniture, including an old Victrola bought in
1926 and a coal oil lamp that is at least 80
years old.

The Hilden family apparently was success-
ful. Not only did the family own over 500
acres of land in the area, they also owned the
general store, the grainery and the two scales
at one time. The sister of Mrs. Hllden was the
U.S. Postmistress in Billingsville for a num-
ber of years.

"Billingsville was some town. There were
seven owners of the store through it all. There
was a blacksmith shop, a school, a postoffice,
church, and a number of residences. Two
trains a day came to Billingsville.

"But then they tore the store down. After
the store went, it was ruined," Mrs. Bechtold
says.

A trip with Mrs. Bechtold to the old town
site is a sad occasion, marked only by
memories. In a cemetery behind the old
school, the weeds are high and the scattered
tombstones can barely be read.

But the memories are many for Mrs.
Bechtold, now approaching 84, and she hopes
to soon write a history of her home town of
Billingsville.

"We never had a front porch. Oh, if we
could just have had a front porch. A covered
bridge was near the school. We used to run
through that bridge to play . . . Aunt Susan
was a black midwife who brought us all into
the world. She was a good old soul . . .

"A tornado went through here, right past
the house. It tore the first church to splinters.
The only things left standing were the organ
and floor."

BLACKSMITH
FOUNDED PISGAH
156 YEARS AGO
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Old stories relate that Pisgah, a thriving
village of Cooper County's earliest history,
was given its name by settlers from Ken-
tucky, whose home community as known by
that name.

It is a matter of record that one James
Shelton, a blacksmith by trade settled at the
site of Pisgah in 1815. He set up shop there
as the only blacksmith other than in the
Boonville area. He was followed in the next
several years by a number of others who
brought their own businesses or industries.
There were at one time three stores, one
known as the Five Gallon Shop, in addition
to the blacksmith. One early merchant was
Richard Bowsefield Industries which includ-
ed a treadmill for grinding of grain, a tanyard,
and even a small cotton gin. A church was
organized, and record has it that there was a
"small Select College."

The village prospered. A two story brick
building was built to house the blacksmith
shop. Six forges were kept busy on the lower
floor while the upper story housed a wagon
building enterprise. Perhaps as a necessary
sideline, the same shop constructed walnut
coffins. Sometime in the ensuing years a shop
for making saddles and other leather goods
was opened, the proprietor being Robert H.
Taliaferro. He was also a proprietor of the
general store.

One of the very early organizations contin-
ues today — the Pisgah Baptist Church,
second oldest Baptist Church in continuous
operation west of the Mississippi. Organized
June 18, 1819, the first building was of log
construction, located one-half mile east of the
present church site. The log church was
followed by one of brick at the new location;
later a large frame building housed the
congregation, and in 1926 the present church,
also of frame construction, was built. Instru-
mental in the organization were the Rev.
John B. Longan, William Jennings and Jacob
Chism.

In later years there was a Christian Church,
a grade school and a high school. Also, the
village had the services of a doctor.

Many people received their mail at the
Pisgah, Mo., post office until its discontin-
uance in 1907. Pisgah was on the traveled
route from Boonville to the central section of
southern Missouri and by 1866 was on the
direct route from Boonville to California, Mo.

Of the early homes built in the village only
one remains. This house was constructed of
brick made on the premises and was built by
John L. Jones in 1847. In the late 1860's it was
sold to William A. Hunt and has housed
members of the Hunt family since that time,
the present occupants being Mr. and Mrs.
C.P. Hunt (Note — It is to Mr. Hunt we owe
thanks for the information in this short
history. His memory of incidents related by
this grandfather and information from his
very early copy of Cooper County History
furnished this material.)

The Baptist Church observed its sesqui-
centennial June 22, 1969, with special ser-
vices and a reception following, and on that
date made the following dedication. We here

today dedicate the occasion to those who
have served so faithfully in years past, those
who served with diligence at the present, and
to the faith of future generations to carry on
in the years ahead.

The Pisgah Community club building
provides a voting place for the residents of
North Moniteau Township of Cooper
County.

Stories of an earlier day always abound, but
one story well worth relating concerns a
prosperous man of the area, Paul Whitley.
Understanding the need for education, he left
a substantial fund to be used for the
"education of the poor white children."
Benefits from this fund continued into
modern times as several rural schools re-
ceived an annual income from it administ-
ered by the county court. The story of the
Whitley family continues — after the death
of Whitley, his wife and a number of servants
traveled to Texas to make their home, but for
some reason unknown to us, Mrs. Whitley
desired to return to her old home. Her route
home was by the way of New Orleans and
then up the Mississippi River. However, she
succumbed to then prevalent cholera and was
buried on a sandbar along the river. Her
women servants carrying her gold in belts
around their waists proceeded alone back to
Pisgah and delivered the gold into the hands
of David Jones who administered the estate.

But this story, and ones like it, comprise
Pisgah's past. Today, the village of Pisgah is
no more than a small residential area within
the large Boonslick community.

by Benton C. Smith

WHITE PEOPLE,
NEGROES FORMERLY
WORSHIPPED
TOGETHER AT
PISGAH
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In turning back the pages of time with some
of the older members and in searching
through old records I have found some
interesting things in connection with the
history of the Pisgah Baptist Church.

This church is perhaps the oldest one in
Cooper County, having been organized June
19, 1819, by William Jennings, John B. Logan
and Jack Chism. At the first meeting the
position of church clerk was filled by the
appointment of David Jones, grandfather of
D.L.Jones, present chairman of the Board of
Deacons.

The organization agreed on Aug. 3, 1820,
to build the first meeting house, which was
erected on the east corner of what is now
known as the Louis Braun farm. It was a
crude log structure with no adornment.

It would be hard to estimate the member-
ship at that time, as there seems to be no
existing record of it or of the first ministers.
However, we find that Jessie Martin was the
first treasurer, serving from 1810 to 1824.



Discipline Was Strict

Church discipline was very strict in those
days. Church trials appeared frequently in
the records for both white and colored
members, as the first congregation seems to
have included a few Negroes who were
property of slave owners.

In August 1824, "Black Dina" was excluded
for misconduct. At nearly every meeting
someone was brought up before the church
for misbehavior of some sort, such as playing
the fiddle on Sunday, horse racing, profane
language, or drinking.

Second Building in 1845

In the year 1838 the congregation voted to
build a new church, provided funds could be
raised, but it was 1845 before work was
started. The old church was sold for the sum
of $31 and the brick work on the new building
was let to S.D. Revis for $299.50. The
carpenter work was done by B. Thomas
George for $200 and David Jones was author-
ized to furnish the nails for the new house,
which stood in the heart of the village. Its
dimensions were 40 feet by 60 feet.

Then in the year 1870 the church voted to
erect its third building. This was to be a frame
house and located in almost the same spot as
the present church. The work was done by
Clay Simms, a contractor of that time and a
man held in high esteem in the community.

Separate Negro Church

In February, 1871, the church granted a
request of colored members to organize a
separate church to be known as the First
Colored Church at Pisgah. This church was
organized by W.H. Maxey, J.B. Box and
Henry Clay. From that time on the colored
people had their own meeting house and
worshipped to themselves.

The first Sunday School in the white
people's church was organized in 1888. H.O.
Yancey was elected first superintendent.

In those early days Baptists from Prairie
Home, Mt. Pleasant and most of the surroun-
ding communities attended services at Pis-
gah, as both the Prairie Home and Mt.
Pleasant churches are daughters of the
Pisgah church.

Among the pastors who preached in the
third building were S.B. Whiting, Rev. Price,
Rev. Longdon Palmer, Carter, Tinton (who
stopped in the middle of a sermon to spank
his son who was misbehaving), D.H. Hower-
ton, Painter and T.M. McDonnal.

McDonnal was pastor for 11 years and it
was under his leadership and influence that
the present church building was erected in
1926. Work started August 1 of that year.

The entire community responded to the
task and donated money, work with teams,
trucks, shovels and plenty of hard labor
under the supervision of L.C. Holliday, a
Bunceton contractor.

Women Served Dinners

The women helped out in every way
possible and on big days when large crews
were on the job, they would prepare dinners
and serve the workers.

In the following May the new Baptist
edifice was dedicated, free of debt. The Rev.
D.H. Howerton, former pastor, preached to

a crowd of between 1500 and 2000 persons.
A basket dinner served at noon was one of the
finest and most generous in Cooper County.
More than 100 cakes and 300 pies were
included in the menu.

This modern rural church cost in actual
cash $6,250, not including donated labor and
lumber salvaged from the old building.

Rev. Craig Now Pastor

The church bell was presented by two
faithful, now departed members, Mrs. Mollie
Yancey and Mr. Emil Heysel.

The Rev. George A. Craig of Otterville is
now pastor, serving half time here and
halftime at Otterville. Services are held at
Pisgah on the second and fourth Sundays of
each month.

L.L. Morris has served as clerk for 26 years
and his wife had been church pianist for a
number of years.

The present Board of Deacons is composed
of W.L. Braun, L.L. Morris, W.H. Hunt, R.T.
Edwards, B.L. Morris, D.L. Jones, W.T.
Morris, C.P. Hunt and Louis Taliaferro.

by Mrs. G.T. Cole

BLACKWATER,
MISSOURI
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Blackwater is a small town in the nor-
thwestern part of Cooper County, with a
population of 290, according to the 1980
census. It is in Section 34, Township 49 and
Range 19, on State Route K, and two and one-
half miles north of Interstate 70. The land
upon which the town was built was in the
District of Lands owned by the United States
of America during the administration of
President Martin Van Buren, according to
the earliest records. An abstract shows that
on January 10, 1840, Nathaniel Bridgewater
purchased 80 acres — the northwest quarter
of Section 34, township 49 and range 18.
Nathaniel Bridgewater died in 1849 without
a will. There were twelve or more heirs and
the estate was in litigation for a number of
years.

On March 6, 1852, the court ordered the
land to be sold at the courthouse door. It was
purchased by Bridgewater's son-in-law
James E. Ancell for the sum of $866.

Two years later, on April 28, 1855, the land
was bought by John A. Trigg. Upon becoming
ill, in the early 1860's, Trigg made a will for
the disposal of his property at the time of his
death. There was discord and hard feeling in
the family, due to conflicts of opinions during
the Civil War. The unique and interesting
document is as follows:

Last Will and Testament

"In the name of God, Amen, I, John A.
Trigg of Cooper County, Missouri, being of
sound mind and memory, admonished by my
failing health, that I am liable at almost any
time to die suddenly and at most can live but
a few years do therefore make this last will
and testament.

And in the first place, I desire the pay-
ments of all my just debts.

Secondly, I give my wife, Amanda H. Trigg,

after my debts are paid, one-third of my real
and personal estate absolutely.

Third, I give to my son, Abram, $500.

Fourthly, to my daughter, Mary R. Wal-
lace, I give the sum of $400, but her husband
has been a rebel against the government,
desire that this small amount shall be
invested and so managed that my said
daughter shall alone receive the benefit of
during their joint lives, and in no event to be
subject to the payment of his debts.

Fifthly, I give to my daughter-in-law, Mary
Frances, the wife of my son, William, the sum
of $200, this sum is to be subject to her control
and management.

Sixthly, as all the children of my first wife
inherited from their grandfather, Wyatt
Bingham, a right pretty estate, and which like
all other fools, they have done all in their
power to destroy by the acts of treason and
disloyalty to their government, (the best ever
established among men), and for the further
reason that my three oldest sons, William,
Bingham and John, have been willfully
disobedient and unmindful of my best coun-
sel and advice, and have sought and followed
the advice and counsel of evil, wicked and
traitorously affected persons and they have
thereby destroyed more than half on my
estate. I do therefore and for these reasons,
give to my said sons, William and John, the
some of $1.00 and to Bingham, the sum of 10
cents, which is all I intend them to have of
my estate.

Seventhly, I give to my daughter, Dotia
Ann and my son Abner, each one third of the
remainder of my estate with my blessings and
prayers, that they may increase it honestly
and use it wisely, and that they may never in
their bosoms give shelter to a single thought
at war with the union of the States.

Eighthly, I have one request to make to
those who may have the disposition of my
body after death. I have long observed with
pain and regret the pride and pomp displayed
on funeral occasions, sometimes almost to the
impoverishment of the living, I want none of
it, but direct that my body be interred in the
cheapest, plainest and quietest way, let a
plain block of native marble limestone mark
the spot with my name on it and the words,
"He loved his whole Country", and lastly, I
have hereby constituted my wife,, Amanda H.
Trigg, executrix of my last will and testa-
ment,

In Testamony whereof I have hereunto
subscribed my name, and affixed my seal this
25th day of September 1865."

John A. Petty(SEAL)

Alex H. Potter

A copy of this will is attached to many of
the abstracts of property made during the
early years of the town.

During the next 20 years, the land was
owned by a number of persons, changing
owners frequently. On August 22, 1887, W.C.
Morris bought several tracts of land. Since
the building of the railroad had begun,
Morris envisioned a town, so, on September
21, 1887, he went to St. Louis where he filed
a plat for the town. It was designated on the
plat that all streets would be S0 feet — 60 feet
and 80 feet in width and the alleys to be 20
feet in width. The original plat shows it
bounded by Main Street, Cooney Street,
Railroad Avenue and Trigg Avenue. The
town was called Blackwater from the River
by the same name which flows one-half miles
on the north side of town. The name is



believed given the river by the Indians native
to the area, due to the unusually black soil on
the river bank and in the adjoining river
bottom lands.

A year after the town was begun, the
railroad company (1880) built a new depot,
a one-story structure at a cost of $1,366. For
many years the depot was a very busy and a
vital point in the community. It was a ticket
office for railroad passenger service, a tele-
graph office, and a large amount of freight
was handled there. A small stock yard or
cattle pens were built near the railroad
tracks. Many farmers and stockmen went to
Kansas City, bought cattle, at the large stock
yards, and they were shipped by train to
Blackwater where they were unloaded and
then driven on foot to the farms.

A deep well in the near bottom land
furnished water for the trains and coal chutes
were built to load the coal which fired the
trains.

In 1973, when the depots were no longer in
use, it was sold and torn down. In the
demolition process, it was learned that in the
construction, that square nails of three sizes
were used when the building was constructed
and that copper nails were used in the
roofing.

The land where the town was being built
was brushy, with sumac, hazelbrush, black-
berry vines and buckbrush very thick. John
H. Racy, who made daily entries in a diary
which he kept for 70 or more years, wrote that
as a young man he worked helping clear the
land of the brush.

As the town was growing and many persons
prosperous, there was a need for a bank. In
1895, G.A. (Gabe) Cramar, Earhart Fischer
and Frank Sauter founded the Farmer's
Stock Bank with a capital of $10,000. The
three men served as the first officers - Mr.
Cramar as president - Mr. Fischer as vice-
president and Mr. Sauter as the first cashier.
The bank is still in business at the same
location. Rebuilding, expansion and remo-
deling has been done on several locations. A
long-time cashier of the bank was C.E. Steele
who was a stable and influential person in
establishing a banking policy. Many prom-
inent men in the community have served
faithfully as members of the Board of
Directors of the bank. A prominent farmer
and livestock feeder, John T. Sites, served as
a board member for 46 years prior to retiring.

Another bank, The Bank of Blackwater,
was founded in 1907. It failed in the 1920's
and did not reopen.

During the first 25 years, the new town
flourished with many and varied places of
business. There were two newspapers, The
Blackwater News, and The Blackwater Ad-
vance which later became The Blackwater
Rustler. A large general merchandise store
was owned by Joe Fischer and was in business
for a period of more than 25 years. Other
businesses included grocery stores, meat
market, bakery, drug store, hardware store,
millinery shop, a mill, restaurants, three
saloons, two pool halls, blacksmith shop, feed
grinding store, photograph studio, lumber
yard, creamery, several poultry and produce
places with buyers of furs and hides, harness
and buggy shop, undertaker, jewelry store, ice
cream parlor, barber shops, a medical clinic,
dentist, doctors, a movie theatre, a coal and
ice business and a brick kiln. In the 1920's,
the McDowell Rock Quarry was in operation
about two miles southeast of town. It was a

large operation and employed a large number
of persons. A railroad spur was built to the
quarry and much rock was shipped to other
places. During that time, the town of Blac-
kwater reached it's peak population of near
600 persons. When the business declined and
with the building of Highway 40 and other
hard-surfaced roads, more and better cars,
the small towns suffered when persons went
to the larger towns to shop. So many busi-
nesses were forced to close and Blackwater as
with others began a decline that still exists
at the closing years of the 19th century.

There are many happy memories such as
the band which Blackwater had in the earlier
years - thirty or more talented persons from
the area formed a band which played for
many occasions.

Blackwater can be proud of its school
system, through the years. The first school,
according to the Racy diary, was in an
upstairs room about midway of the east side
of Main Street. There were 15 pupils and the
teacher was Miss Mollie Plummer. The
children were fascinated by the trains that
passed by on the new shiny tracks. The
teacher would allow the pupils to go to the
windows and watch the trains as they passed
by. Later a subscription school was started
and taught by Mrs. Riley Holman. In those
schools, parents paid a certain amount for
each child attending school, and they also
provided room and board for the teacher -
each family taking turns.

As the population increased, more and
larger buildings were needed for the schools.
A new brick building was constructed in 1937
for the black pupils. A new two-story brick
building with four large rooms was built in
1911. That building remains as part of the
present schoolhouse. A new gymnasium, new
kitchen, additional classrooms and space has
been added on several occasions. Blackwater
maintained a high school for a period of
nearly 30 years. The school is now integrated
and the enrollment includes the pupils from
the Nelson school district of Saline County.
The faculty consists of the principal, twenty
teachers, school secretary, two cooks and
there are three bus drivers.

The Blackwater R-2 has always received a
high scholastic rating and many who have
attended the school have excelled in many
fields of endeavor. Among them have been
teachers, college professors, scientists, chem-
ists, doctors, dentists, registered nurses,
airline pilots, lawyers, ministers, missionar-
ies, president of the Missouri Cattlemen's
Association, officer of the National Cattlem-
en's Association, managers of large business
concerns, prominent and successful farmers
and stockmen, and several attained the rank
of Colonel in the U.S. Armed Forces. A
number of the young men and women served
their country in the military service, repre-
senting Blackwater through the years. Many
suffered wounds and a number of them lost
their lives in defense of their country.

Names of prominent men in the Blackwat-
er-Lamine area prior to 1930 is noted in an
article from The Boonville Advertiser in
March 1930 and written by a prominent
Boonwville business man, Adolph Victor, who
owned a men's clothing store in the early part
of the century. The article; -

"Pioneer Merchant Recalls The
Passing of County Leaders"

"Adolph Victor, retired Boonville business
man who probably knows more Cooper
County people by their first names than any
other man in the County, except his brother,
Felix Victor, in a recent conversation with an
Advertiser representative, called attention to
the great change he has seen in the list of
names of leaders and various parts of Cooper
County, during the long period of time he was
in business here.

"Only recently I was soliloquizing about
the men, outstanding leaders in their respec-
tive communities, who used to trade in our
store but who are now no more. It's amazing
the change that a few short years can make,
and as [ recall the names of many men I once
knew in Cooper County, men of great charac-
ter and whose lives influenced their respec-
tive communities. In the way of progress and
good living, I wonder if the present genera-
tion is producing men of the same type to take
their places. "For instance", Mr. Victor
continued, "as I canvass the names of men I
once knew so well in the Blackwater and
Lamine townships, now dead, I was impres-
sed with the lasting character of so many of
the ones now dead and gone. They were great
men and left their impress, not only on their
communities but in many cases were leaders
of thought and action in the county. The
same will hold good in other parts of the
county".

"Among the list of such men who once lived
in the Blackwater, Nelson, Lamine and
Arrow Rock communities Mr. Victor named
Will Turley, Lee Kincaid, Richard Kincaid,
S.Y. Thornton, Judge W.F. Heim, Frank
Norris, Judge Turley, Capt. Griffith, Robert
Woodroof, Flem Marshall, J.A. Marshall,
John Fray, J.T. Caton, Gabe Cramar, Milton
Cramar, O.A. Kueckelman, Capt. Eades,
Walter Talbot, W.P. McMahan, Tom Gibson,
Moritz Schuster, Warner Wing, Nat Town-
send, Moss Wing, Rufus Hill, Col. Higgerson,
William Sims, Green Fray, and Talton
Turley. And no doubt there are many others
whose names escape me now', Mr. Victor
said, "but the list as given proves what I have
said, and they were great men and their
places will be hard to fill". - A fitting tribute
from one of Boonville's finest and most
respected business men to our communities
fine men of that time.

Through the years a number of prominent
persons have been a part of Blackwater.
Many have served the town in the realm of
governing the progress of Blackwater, and
served well. In their endeavors, the town of
Blackwater is provided with all the utilities
and conveniences of larger places. Prior to
1925, when electric service began by the
Community Power and Light Company, the
energy for "lights Only" service was provided
by a gas-fired generator, and sufficient
energy for lights only when the plant was
running. An ordinance to supply natural gas
was approved on June 13, 1966, with the
starting date of July 21, 1966. A sewer system
for the town was built in 1982. The town
water system was up-graded in 1987, when a
number of new water lines replacing the
existing lines with larger pipe and new fire
hydrants were installed. A new stand pipe
was erected increasing the amount of water
available in case of a fire or power outage.

A National Charter was received on



December 7, 1968, for a Blackwater Lion's Club,
which began with 45 charter members. One
of their first projects was a ball field and
community park which was ready for use in
1970. The large park in the northwest part of
town is complete with a ball diamond,
bleachers and concession stand. The park
also has a shelter house.

Blackwater also has an active Volunteer
fire department with approximately 200
members. Their present goal is to build a fire
station, on lots owned by the fire department.

The Blackwater community has a very
active 4-H group with near 30 members of
youth from the town and outlying area. The
group has many and varied projects and are
guided and assisted by a number of energetic
and capable leaders. In 1987, the year of the
Blackwater Centennial, the 4-H group plant-
ed and cared for a community garden of an
acre or more in the southeast part of town.
Many quality vegetables were available to all
senior citizens and those who needed garden
produce, and the project proved to be popular
and indeed worthwhile.

Blackwater has a very active senior citiz-
ens' group. The Blackwater-Lamine senior
citizens were organized on March 30, 1980,
and still has a membership of near 40 persons.

On June 24, 1981, an old store building was
purchased from Mabel Gibson for a center.
It was badly in need of repair. Two members,
Everett Wagner and Bill LaBoube completely
renovated and remodeled the building and all
the labor was done without pay. The
building was paneled, ceilings lowered, with
recessed lighting, two completely new rest
rooms, a modern kitchen with a large serving
counter, carpeting, levelor blinds, air-condi-
tioning, and there are twelve tables and 50
padded chairs. On one wall is a large hand-
crocheted American flag, made for the center
as a gift from Garnette LaBoube. A piano was
a gift from Archie and Mildred Cornine.

Funding from the project came from two
mall grants from the Central Missouri Area
Agency on Aging, from donations, from bake
sales, fund-raising card parties, sale of crafts,
sale of old newspapers and aluminum cans,
the center is the result of many dedicated
persons and much community support. A
group of ladies do custom quilting and their
efforts contribute much towards the support
of the center.

The senior citizens building is used as a
polling place for elections, also by the HDC
and Division of Family Services for commo-
dity sign-ups, and for home-heating sign-ups
and for diabetes and blood pressure screen-
ings. The senior citizens enjoy card parties,
carry-dinners and special dinners at Thanks-
giving and Christmas and a special New
Year's party providing a social outlet for the
senior citizens of the area.

Blackwater's population is approximately
one-third senior citizens and they enjoy
recalling the events of bygone days — remem-
bering the Halloween's of yester year with all
the pranks, of the big party at O'Neal's Hall,
the threshing machine on Main Street the
next morning, of the tent meetings-revival
meeting held in a tent on a vacant lot or in
O'Neal's Hall, of the old Chautauqua troupe
that came each summer, set up a tent and
provided a different show or play each night,
of the "Toby" Shows that toured the
Midwest and came to Blackwater each
summer and provided much merriment for
the young and old alike; of the ice skating

parties at Wilson's Lake; of the pie suppers
and box suppers at the rural schools; of the
ciphering matches and spelling bees; of the
concerts by our hometown band; of the Fall
Festival's held in the 1930's, and of late, the
1987 Centennial and the High School Alumni
banquet.

A loving, caring, sharing, friendly and
neighborly atmosphere best describes the
happiness and contentment found in our
small Mid-America town.

Perhaps the secret is found in the fact that
there has always been an element of religious
concern for worship in our area — a desire to
recognize our Creator and set an example for
our next generation.

When the town was quite young and there
were no churches — the people met in the
hallways of a building adjacent to the old
Hotel. There were persons of all faiths
worshiping together. They had no pastor, but
ministers of churches nearby came and
conducted the services.

But many years before, the earliest records
show that in 1833, a group of early settlers
met at the home of Asa Finley and organized
the Salt Fork Cumberland Presbyterian
Church. Near the Blackwater River at the
mouth of Salt Fork Creek, the group built a
"brush arbor" and established a camp meet-
ing ground. Services were held here in warm
weather and in the homes during the winter
months. The homes of the families of Finley,
Weir, Burke and Wallace were the homes
where they met frequently. The first pastors
included the names of Rev. Buie, L. Burns,
J.L. Wear, and Henry Weedin.

In 1842, two and one-half acres of land,
located one and one-half miles east of the
Saline-Cooper County lines, were deeded to
this Christian organization for a church site
and burial grounds. The building erected was
of hewed logs and was very crude, with a low
ceiling and small windows. But it was ad-
equate for the wants and needs of the time.
In 1847, the structure was destroyed by a
prairie fire.

In those days, when persons lived in
isolated areas, and without near neighbors,
there was a need for persons to assemble and
spend some time together in fellowship and
worship. In late summer or early fall, all
would gather at the old camp grounds for
their annual camp meeting. Work was left
behind and livestock left to care for them-
selves. The trip was made in wagons and
families often traveled many miles. Every few
days, the men who lived nearby would go
home for extra food supplies or to dress a
sheep or pig for food.

Both Presbyterians and Methodists were
present at the meetings, and with their old
time form of religion, they made the hills ring
with singing and shouting. The meetings
often lasted for weeks until all seemed happy
and satisfied; then all would break camp and
2o home, leaving the old camp grounds until
another year.

In 1848, another building was erected, and
services were held there for many years. The
building was remodeled a number of times.
But the towns and modern means of trans-
portation sapped the strength of the old
church and finally services were discontin-
ued. In time, vandals destroyed the building
and it was torn down.

For many years, a homecoming was held at
the old church site, with a large crowd
attending, a basket dinner, with country-

cured ham, fried chicken, home-grown vege-
tables, salads, pies, and cakes, all home-made
and home-grown. There was much visiting,
reminiscing, and usually a guest speaker.

The beautiful Salt Fork Cemetery is
located just west of the old church site, at the
edge of a heavily wooded area, a lovely
peaceful setting. The oldest recorded date on
a gravestone is 1851, but records show that
the first graves were in the adjoining pasture-
land and they still remain there.

In 1841, just south of where the town of
Blackwater was to be, a religious movement
was evident and a Cooper County Atlas
records shows that persons by the names of
Fristoe, Gwin, Rucker and Bridgewater orga-
nized a group of Baptists in 1841, and they
met in the home of Nathaniel Bridgewater.

The Peninsula school had its beginning in
1868. The Peninsula Church was organized
in the schoolhouse on August 9, 1873. There
are records indicating that a Sunday School
had been held in 1865, in the Office of a Dr.
John Allison.

Both the school and church were given the
name, Peninsula, from the geographical
location — a large fingerlike area, bounded on
the south by the Laraine River and on the
north by the Blackwater River, extending to
the east to a point where the Blackwater
River empties into the Lamine.

The original land for the location of the
Peninsula Church and for a free burying
ground was donated by Fleming Marshall.

The original building was erected at a cost
of $445.90. A 20'x36' addition was made in
1971-1972, providing additional classrooms,
a nursery, and a kitchen area. The cost was
approximately $9,000 and when dedicated it
was debt free.

On August 12, 1973, the Peninsula Church
observed its Centennial with special services,
marking a century of Christian service in the
community. Since there is no Baptist Church
in the town of Blackwater, a number of
persons from town attend services at Penin-
sula. The membership is small but active with
a full-time pastor and services each Sunday.
The Peninsula Cemetery circles the church
building on the east and north sides. A new
chain link fence was built around the ceme-
tery and church in recent years. All-time care
is assured by a Perpetual Care Program
under the direction of a Board of directors of
interested persons.

To the east of Blackwater, in Laraine
township, another group of Baptists were
organized in 1842. The group met on June 6,
1842, at the old Prairie Point school on "Aunt
Polly Turley's" land. They later moved to the
Pleasant Grove school at Old Lamine. The
school was used as a place of worship until a
building was erected. The deed was dated
1853. The church was forced to discontinue
services for the duration of the Civil War.
After the war was over, they met and
reorganized and was called The Ebenezer
Baptist Church.

In 1905, the church moved to the new town
of Blackwater and they became the Blac-
kwater Baptist Church. It continued as a
Baptist Church until 1950, when the Rev.
Omar Wetherell came to Blackwater to serve
as pastor and it became The Federated
Church. Soon after a new 33 by 60 foot
expansion was added to the building for
Sunday School classrooms, a kitchen and
dining area.

On February 25, 1965, special services were



held to dedicate a new organ and choir robes.
The new pastor, Rev. J. Max Krewell was a
talented organist and choir director. In early
1986, the church disbanded due to few active
members. The building and lot was given to
the Blackwater school.

The first Church in Blackwater was the
Christian Church which was built in 1890, on
land donated by Scott and Cooney. The deed
was made to A.F. Collins, a businessman in
the town, and H.G. Fray was named as
trustee. The church building was built by
Bud Livingston at a cost of $1400. A newspaper
article stated that Mrs. Riley Holman and Mrs.
H.G. Fray drove many miles with horse and
buggy soliciting funds from the community
and nearby towns for donations, for the new
church. There were many bazaars and ice cream
socials held before the church building and
furnishings were paid for. The church grew
in membership and interest for many years.
They celebrated the golden anniversary in
1940. But a number of members moved away
and older leaders died, so no services were
held after 1949. The church building was
razed in a few years. The last pastor was the
Rev. H.C. Clark.

The Methodist Church was built in 1891,
on land donated by Scott and Cooney. The
first pastor was the Rev. T.B. Harris. The
first building was struck by lightning in
August 1934 and burned. The following year,
the present structure was built on the same
site. Through the years the Blackwater
Church has been a circuit or part of a parish
with various other area Methodist churches,
the old church at Ridge Prairie, the Arrow
Rock church, the Nelson Methodist Church
and since 1963, with the Smith Chapel
Church.

The Ladies organization of the Blackwater
Methodist church is the oldest organization
of any kind in the town. It was first called The
Ladies Aid, later it was known as The
Women's Society of Christian Service, and is
now known as The United Methodist Wom-
en. There are few active members but
worship services are still held twice each
month.

The black community was served by two
churches in earlier days. An early church was
the Christian Church and it later became the
Church of Christ. The Freewill Baptist
Church was organized in 1906 and is still
active today with hi-monthly services.

The Blackwater Church of Christ had its
beginning in 1927 when the first services were
held in the homes. The church was organized
on October 3, 1928 under the leadership of
Frank Hall, S.A. Lawyer, John Thornton, and
Joe Price. At that time, the membership was
approximately 50 persons. The group met in
the old Bank of Blackwater building until
1949, when a new building was erected on lots
belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Widel. In
1984-1985 an expansion and extensive remo-
deling was done. Following the death of Mr.
and Mrs. Phillip Widel, their home across the
street west of the church, was purchased by
Hillard Schupp, who donated the house to
the church to be used as a parsonage.

The present average attendance is 100 each
Sunday. A bus service is provided by the
church for transportation to church for many
in the community.

So since the days of the early settlers, there
have been worship services held in the area,
providing religious training and a Christian
environment for the citizens of the total

community.

Many years ago, a bell in the belfry of the
Methodist Church rang each Sunday morn-
ing calling the faithful and the sinners to the
house of worship. The joyful tones of the
church bell was sweet music as the breezes
carried the sound for many miles into the
peaceful Blackwater River Valley.

by Mary C. Davis

OLDEST, FIRSTS,
BIGGEST, LARGEST
IN COOPER COUNTY
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The following information has been taken
from an article originating from the office of
the Friends of Boonville, later published in
the Boonville Daily News, July 21, 1982:

The Largest, Oldest, Biggest, and Firsts
in Cooper County

Boonville was the site of Hannah Cole's
Fort . . . Hannah Cole and her family of nine
children, a brother-in-law, Stephen Cole,
with his wife, Phoebe, and their five children
were the first white persons to live south of
the Mississippi River.

The first land battle of the War Between
the States was the First Battle of Boonville.
This is significant because the loss by the
South kept Missouri in the Union.

Boonville was the site of the first Missouri
State Fair, held by the Missouri State
Agricultural Society in 1853 and 1854 on the
grounds of the now defunct St. Joseph's
Hospital.

Boonville is the site of the oldest theater
west of the Allegheny Mountains. This
building, Thespian Hall, was dedicated July
2, 1857. It is still in use.

The oldest Military School west of the
Mississippi river is Kemper Military School
& College, established in 1844.

Ravenswood, located south of Boonville,
was the site of the first purebred cattle in
Missouri. These Shorthorns were the oldest
herd west of the Mississippi river.

The first purebred hogs, Duroc Jerseys,
were the first west of the Mississippi, and
owned by S.Y. Thornton.

The oldest Episcopal church west of the
Mississippi is in Boonville. The church
building was erected in 1846.

The first paved street west of St. Louis, of
cobblestone, was constructed in Boonville.

Boonville was the home of the "Apple King
of Missouri," C.C. Bell, developer of the
famous "Lady Apple," and organizer of the
Central Missouri Horticulture Association
(1896), and also organizer of the International
Apple Shippers Association (1894).

Boonville was the home of Walter Wil-
liams, founder of the world's first School of
Journalism, at the University of Missouri,
Columbia.

Boonville was the home of the 30th Gover-
nor of Missouri, Lon V. Stephens.

Boonville was the location of "Fairfield",
home of Walter B. Windsor, world-record
early corn grower (1880's — 1920's). The first
set of abstract books in Cooper County (1867)
were made by John Thomas Piggot and
William E. Walter.

Boonville was the home of "Hattie's Cora-

plexion Beautifier”, a face and skin prepara-
tion by Beautifier Company of Boonville,
established in 1893 by Dr. Charles Doerrie,
a veterinarian.

The first Nursery in Cooper County,
growing cherry and apple trees, was owned by
James Chambers, in 1817.

Chris T. Smith, gold-medal winner for corn
sample (Cartner corn) at the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition, lived at "Walnut Dale
Farm" in Cooper County.

The first imported sheep of the Cotswold
breed to Missouri were owned by Samuel H.
Groves, of Cooper County.

L.A. Bestgen, inventor of the Farmer's
Barn Door Latch, lived in Cooper County.

Boonville was the home of the "Corn Cob
Pipe Factory of the World". This factory,
Phoenix American Pipe Works, started in
1893 was the largest in the world at its prime.

Boonville was the site of the Jud Dade
Hotel, for which George Caleb Bingham
painted his first commercial venture, "Old
Daniel Boon in Buckskin and Long Kentucky
Rifle."

Rev. W.D. Mahon, of Boonville, published
and wrote "Archeological Writings of the
Sanhidrin and Talmud of the Jews", from his
publishing house, the Archko Book Com-
pany.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Nelson owned
"Eminence Stock Farm" south of Boonville,
in Cooper County. Mrs. Sarah Nelson was the
first woman to make a specialty of producing
poultry of the better breeds and of pure
strain, Barred Rocks, Poultry.

Harley Park, Boonville, is the site of
prehistoric Woodland Indian Mounds.

Horace G. Windsor, of Bennenrie Farm,
south of Boonville, was in 1915, the world-
record holder for corn production per acre,
and in 1916 held the State record for 119
bushels.

Boonville is the home of Hirsch's Brown
Salve, "Vico", which heals "anything and
everything."

Boonville was the home of David Barton,
first United States Senator from Missouri.
An elementary school in Boonville is named
for him.

Boonwville was the home of poet and United
States Senator, George Graham Vest, author
of "Eulogy to a Dog". Senator Vest is buried
in Walnut Grove Cemetery, Boonville.

Note: In a letter to Nicholas A. Brunda,
Boonville, under date February 28, 1973,
Richard Lloyd Anderson, Professor of His-
tory and Religion at Brigham Young Univer-
sity, Provo, Utah, writes: There is a rather
famous fraud representing itself to be letters
from Pontius Pilate, Gamaliel, and other
New Testament personalities associated with
the trial of Jesus. It . . . was originated by
Rev. William Dennes Mahon (1824-1906) . .
. the man and his book names him as living
mainly in Boonville . . . Mahon was found
guilty of falsehood and plagjarism before the
Lebanon Presbytery in September, 1985."

by Jeanne Brunda
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When The Branch Line
Locomotive was Unloaded at the
River Front — Yankee
Robinson's 40-Horse Team —
Boonville Scored Against the St.
Louis Brown Sox — 50 Cent
Whiskey and $2 Whiskey

In response to your. request, I am writing
some of my reminiscences of my early days
in Boonville.

Probably the earliest event that I can recall
is that during the war of 1861-1865 my
mother and I were sitting on the steps in front
of our home one Sunday evening when a
soldier on horse back raced into town yelling,
"Get into your houses, the rebels are com-
ing!" Of course we obeyed orders and in a few
minutes we could hear the noise of the
invading troops. During the night we went
over to the home of Major Harley, where we
spent the next few days. I distinctly remember
playing some kind of card game with Miss
Gubbie Beatty. Both of us being young, we
were more interested in our game than in the
soldiers. The next day Captain Geo. Harper,
who lived in the residence now occupied by
the Zuzak family, took us down to the City
Hotel, where we heard the band, to us, a great
event.

Another event of the war that I distinctly
remember is: A report came that Anderson's
men were playing havoc in Howard County.
A squad of soldiers was sent over to capture
or disperse them and in a few days I saw them
unload eight dead soldiers and lay them in a
row in the northwest corner of the Thespian
Hall. Later they were taken to the City
Cemetery for burial.

Probably one of the greatest event of my
young days was when the "Post Boy," a
steamer plying the Missouri river, arrived at
the wharf a little west of the foot of Main
street with the first locomotive for use on the
Boonville and Versailles branch railroad.
This was several years after the close of the
war and the arrival having been anticipated
and the boat arriving on time, there was one
of the largest crowds in Boonville that was
ever seen in the old town.

A track was built out to the boat, the engine
hoisted and then started toward the shore
amidst the hurrahs of the crowd, accompanied
by many whistles and all other noises that could
be pressed into service. Boonville was sure
that she would begin a growth that would
rate the whole of Central Missouri and
everybody was happy. Track laying began at
Boonville and also on the Tipton end and we
were soon connected with the outer world.

Many of us youngsters played "hookey"
and that night when we returned home added
our yelling to the celebration of the day at the
end of leather straps.

Some years ago a gentleman, well known
in our community, told me that the grading
of the road was completed before the war and
that he had a small store at his home between

Boonville and Tipton, built to supply the
railroad laborers. In those days whiskey sold
at 50 cents a gallon, but some of the men
asked him whether he could not get a better
article and he told them yes, that he could get
the best grade at $2.00 a gallon and to satisfy
them he met their demands in this manner:
He had a wooden partition dividing his store
into a front and back room. He had a hole
sawed through the partition large enough to
admit the barrel and one end opened into the
front and one into the back room, a faucet in
each end of the barrel. When the 50 cent
grade was called for it was taken from the
front room and when the $2.00 grade was
wanted it was drawn from the rear room.

Another great event which will probably be
remembered by a number of our old boys is
the day when "Yankee Robinson and his
Forty-Horse Team — Count Them," came to
town. The big band wagon was drawn by ten
rows of horses, four horses to a row, and
attracted people from all over Central Mis-
souri, many camping over night on the route
to see the great spectacle. Another show later
on also was very largely attended, its
"Greatest and Only Walapus," the "World's
Greatest Wonder," being its big drawing
card. This animal was pronounced by many
to be a very large horned Texas steer and not
an animal from the wilds of Africa. It got the
crowds however, whatever it may have been.

Baseball began to be an attraction in the
70's and the St. Louis Brown Sox, having an
open week, played one-day engagements in
such towns as Jefferson City, Sedalia and
Warrensburg. None of the local teams in
these towns made a single run, but when the
team came to Boonville, having been brought
here by W.A. Sombart, the score was: St.
Louis Brown Sox, 69; Boonville, 1. Boonville's
lone run being made by Frank Hazelton, one
of the speediest runners I ever saw, who
reached home plate on a hit by Henry
Thompson, a brother of Mrs. Speed Ste-
phens. As soon as it became known that
Boonville had made a run, several telegrams
were received challenging Boonville for a
game, all of which were refused in something
like the following language: "We have enter-
ed the professional class and cannot accept
challenges from amateurs."

Many of the younger people and new
comers in Boonville will be surprised to learn
that there are a number of large cisterns
under Main street, built for fire protection.
These were sealed when we put in our water
works system and paved the street. "In those
days we had a hand-worked fire engine
named "Daniel Boone," which was of some
help on small fires but not much service in
large ones. Probably the most spectacular fire
ever seen in Boonville was that of the
Boonville Seminary. This occupied the east
side of Sixth street from Mr. W.M. Johnson's
property to Locust street, covering the entire
space. Another school was that under Mr.
S.W. Marston and X.X. Buckner, in the
building yet standing at the northeast corner
of Sixth and Vine streets, just north of the
present school of Mr. Dunkle's. There was an
additional one story frame just east of the
present building which was torn down several
years ago. This school was for young ladies
and little boys, of which I was one. I
remember as scholars Misses Sadie Scott,
Maggie Chamberlain, Rena Crawford and
Nannie Tucker, now Mrs. T.A. Nelson,
mother of The Advertiser editor.

In 1874 one of the largest excursions ever
pulled off in Boonville was given by the
Baptist Sunday School. We left Boonville
with twelve passenger cars and one baggage
car filled with good things to eat. Just as we
were pulling into Sweet Springs one of our
cars turned partly over and every car being
filled to its full capacity it was a lucky thing
that no one was seriously injured or killed.
What saved the situation was the fact that
the coupling broke and prevented further
damage. Mrs. McHarg (formerly Nellie Mar-
ston) and Miss Gussie Williams were the
worst injured and had to remain at Sweet
Springs for several days. I happened to be in
the overturned car and will never forget the
experience. In our bunch were Belle and Sue
Turner (sisters of Mrs. Alber Myer), Lenora
Sombart, Emma Vollrath, Mattie McCoy, Dr.
Will Steele, Billie Gibson, and several others
not now remembered. We were due to return
to Boonville by eight o'clock that evening, but
got back after midnight. In the meanwhile
false rumors of many injured and killed made
some of our people nearly frantic, telegraphic
connections being very bad.

NOTE: — When not looking after the
city's business or spreading the gospel of
Pythianism, C.G. Miller, city clerk of Boon-
ville, is busy telling the world what a good
town he lives in. Aside from being the best
city clerk in Missouri, Mr. Miller has a store
of information concerning Boonville for the
past hundred years — maybe not that long,
but a way back any way. He writes interestin-
gly of some high lights in his memory. —
Editor.

by C.G. Miller

ON THE FIRST
MISSOURI RIVER
BRIDGE

Entrance to the Missouri River Bridge from Main
Street

The Missouri River Bridge, dedicated July
4, 1924, was made possible by the Old Trails
Bridge Company, organized by men blessed
with vision, energy, aqd a great desire to see
progress for their co nmunity. Directors of
the Old Trails Bride Company were T.A.
Johnston, John Cosgrove, W.W. Kingsbury,
AH. Myer, M.E. Schmidt, E.S. Harte, B.M.
Lester, A.A. Wallace, H.T. Zuzak, H.A.
Creagan, G.A. Brownfield, W.B. Nowell,
W.H. Buschmeyer, J. Van Dyke, S. Sellers,
and H.C. Neef.

In 1896 Captain Samuel W. Ravenel,
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resident engineer of Boonville, through his
vision, energy and public spirit, aroused and
organized interest in a highway bridge project
to the extent that a corporation was chartered
to construct it. An engineer was secured who
made plans and estimates of the cost, and
actual operations were carried on to the
extent that a complete set of soundings for
foundations were made on the site of the
present structure, which soundings were
available and used when the bridge was
finally built.

This project however failed through inab-
ility to finance it. Eventually, through contin-
ued vigorous efforts of Boonville visionaries,
a bond issue by Cooper County of $125,000,
a bond issued by Franklin Township of
Howard County of $25,000, and donations of
the Old Trails Bridge Company, a total of
$275,000 was raised to see the project to
completion. By 1924, the Missouri River
Bridge was in existence, and dedicated July
4, 1924.

|
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by Jeanne Brunda

"THE BRIDGE -
BOONVILLE'S
GREATEST
ACHIEVEMENT"
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He Knows, too, for He Has Been
Here Over Sixty Years, Fighting
For Progress — Elected to
Congress in 1882, He's a
Statewide figure at 85

In December, 1870, more than a half
century ago, the State of Missouri granted to
the Missouri Bridge Company a charter to
build a bridge for public travel and railways.
In 1871 a charter was secured from Congress.
Work was commenced in 1872 or '73. The
bridge, when completed, was provided with
an oak floor so as to care for wagon travel, but
no approaches were constructed by the
counties of Cooper and Howard." The speak-
er was Col. John Cosgrove, at one time
representative in Congress and who since
shortly after the Civil War has been a
prominent member of the Boonville bar.

The general manager of the railway at the
time the bridge was built was R.S. Stevens,
who like Col. Cosgrove was a New Yorker and
who later served with him in Congress. "Why
don't they build approaches to the bridge?"
asked Stevens. But they didn't, and two years
later the plank floor was removed.

"The matter," said Col. Cosgrove, "slept

TR,

until about 1904 or '05, when mandamus
proceedings were instituted in the supreme
court to compel the M.K. and T. Railway
Company to which the bridge had been leased
to open it to public travel. The case was
fought out in the courts. Appearing for the
mandamus were, Attorney General E.C.
Crow; Sam B. Jeffries, his assistant, J.W.
Jamison, W.M. Williams and W. Hall Trigg,
George P.B. Jackson represented the bridge
company. The writ was denied, the supreme
court holding that through non-usage or
failure to take advantage of the facilities
provided when the bridge was built, the
public had forfeited its right.

"The bridge was built by the American
Bridge Company. Gold bonds to the amount
of one million dollars were issued. A New
York city man, who was treasurer, had
hypothecated these bonds in some market
transaction and lost considerably. The bridge
company employed me together with a firm
of Chicago lawyers, to enforce a lien to compel
the payment of about $300,000 due the
American Bridge Company. Suit was institu-
ted in the United States Court at Jefferson
City. Gov. Willard P. Hall, of St. Joseph, was
the attorney on the other side. We won our
suit, the money was paid, and our clients
satisfied.

"In 1896 some of us secured at our own
expense an estimate as to the cost of building
a wagon bridge at Boonville, conditions at
that time being favorable as regarded prices
for material. It was found that a lowlife or
turn drawbridge could be built for $250,000.
I had the nerve to suggest to two wealthy
citizens of Boonville that together they could
well afford to put up the amount, as they were
amply able, their children well provided for,
and that furthermore the bridge would be a
great monument to them. My suggestion was
not taken seriously. What I had in mind was
the formation of a corporation which would
purchase lots and other available tracts of
unoccupied land, such as would rapidly
increase in value, the profits eventually going
far toward meeting the original bridge cost.
In order to show that I was not without faith,
I offered to do all legal work without compen-
sation until such time as the returns ap-
proached the initial sum invested by the
company. But there was nothing doing.

"In 1897 W.H. Tullock, of Leavenworth,
Kansas. became interested in the possibility
of a bridge at Boonville and went so far as to
get Congress to authorize such a structure.
Tullock's plan was to raise $150,000 to
$200,000 by subscription and to bond the
bridge for the balance. Tullock was in poor
health, so the whole thing fell through. Of
course, this was not to be a free bridge.

"The history of the new free bridge has, I
feel sure, been so completely covered by Col.
T.A. Johnston," continued Col. Cosgrove,
"that I shall not dwell upon it. But I do want
to mention one or two things. The Tullock

attempt was not entirely without results, for
soundings made at that time by Capt. Samuel
W. Havenel were carefully preserved in the
Commercial Bank vault and proved of great
value in the building the present bridge.

"I want to stress that great meeting held
in Boonville in 1921, when, at an enthusiastic
meeting, $100,000 in bridge stock was sub-
scribed. Not less deserving of praise was the
work of individuals and communities which
later joined in making possible the bridge.

"In some instances, obstacles, some un-
known to the general public, had to be
overcome. Take for instance, the original
bond issue of $25,000 as authorized by
Franklin township, Howard County. Owing
to a peculiar wording of the law, it was held
that, under the circumstances, the township
could not legally vote the bonds. The Mis-
souri State Legislature was in session, but
was soon to adjourn. I made a hasty trip to
Jefferson City, saw that a bill amending the
law was introduced, and secured the promise
that it would be pushed. On the last night the
legislature was in session I received a tele-
phone call from Jefferson City. When advised
that the bill had passed both houses, I
immediately called up Col. Johnston, late as
it was, and apprised him of the good news.
Franklin township again voted the bonds and
by approximately the same substantial ma-
jority."

"Just here," continued Col. Cosgrove, with
emphasis, "I want to say that had it not been
for Col. Johnston, who had the vision, nerve
and considerable means, the bridge would
not have been built. To him, more than to any
other man, is due the credit for what is in
reality a remarkable achievement."

The Advertiser does not feel that Col.
Cosgrove has told all that should be told
concerning the building of the bridge. Nor
has Col. Johnston. The public will be inter-
ested in knowing that these two men, together
with Horace Kingsbury of Howard County,
personally guaranteed $25,000 which it was
necessary to advance at the time the Franklin
bond issue was tied up and that they, with
others, have labored without remuneration of
any kind. With the exception of the secre-
tary-treasurer, no member or official of the
Bridge Committee has received one cent for
his services, and so heavy has been the work
of the one paid employee, that the place has
been filled by three different men, in turn.

Concluding what he had to say of the
building of the bridge, Col. Cosgrove remar-
ked that ever since locating in Boonville in
November, 1865, he has been a believer in the
town and that today his faith is stronger than
ever before. "I have stood for progress," said
he, "doing so sometimes when the standing
wasn't very good. Many desirable things have
to be fought for. In building the bridge I feel
that we have more than made material
progress. To a considerable extent at least, we
have, I hope, learned how to work together.
This is the way cities are built. Boonville has
the location, water and transportation and
will grow."

So much for the bridge, but a little more
concerning this man who helped make it
possible.

Some three years ago, in a special article,
the writer told of how John Cosgrove, then
an adventuresome youth, left his home in
New York, journeyed West, and when in poor
health endured hardships which came near



causing his death. Mr. Cosgrove first saw
Boonville in 1859, at which time he was on
his way to Pike's Peak. He was then 21 years
old. In 1865 he came back and located
permanently. We say "permanently,” and it
might be added that in the strenuous days
immediately following the close of the Civil
War, the matter of permanency of
location for a Northern Democrat of the
Cosgrove temperature was not a minor matter.
One might have to defend himself in pistol plays
and fist fights. In some such the young
attorney, unafraid, took part, but he stuck. So
did a bullet that to this day remains imbedded
in his body.

The subject of politics was a dangerous but
much-discussed one. T had been secretary of
the Democratic Central Committee in Jeffer-
son County, New York, but had made up my
mind not to take much part when I came to
Missouri," said Col. Cosgrove, "but Gen.
Francis P. Blair was instrumental in again
getting me interested."

"I was elected to Congress in 1882, defeat-
ing Capt. W.C. Aldrich, of California, Moni-
teau County, who was a Greenbacker but who
had the Republican endorsement,” contin-
ued the speaker. "The district at that time
was composed of Benton, Boone, Camden,
Hickory, Howard, Moniteau, Morgan, Pettis
and Saline. After the campaign was well
under way, my opponent challenged me in
debate. Although my speaking dates had
been arranged, I agreed to accept the chal-
lenge with the understanding that we would
go through the entire circuit together. There
were a few meetings, but I was soon left with
the platform to myself. Later, I learned that
Capt. Aldrich was to speak at "Jinatown,'
Moniteau County. My friends assured me
that if I would go they would get out a big
crowd. I went and the crowd was there. In the
election which followed I was given a majority
of more than 5,000 votes.

"In the congressional campaign," contin-
ued Col. Cosgrove, "I was derisively referred
to as 'colonel,' it being falsely represented
that I had been colonel over a body of Negro
soldiers during the war.

"But I had been called 'colonel' before I ran
for Congress. It happened at Versailles.
Circuit court was in session. In the court-
house yard I foolishly became involved in a
heated political argument, probably staged in
order to get me to say something which might
serve as an excuse for an attack upon me. I
was expressing myself pretty freely when
Judge Miller overheard. Fearing serious
trouble, he stepped to the window and
speaking in a loud voice, said 'Colonel
Kroxgro' — this being the way he always
pronounced my name — 'if you don't come
into court and look after the important case
you have it will be dismissed?'

"The Judge's idea was to get me out of the
danger by leaving the impression that I had
been a commander in the Union army. I went
in and Judge Miller said, 'You — fool, don't
you know that those fellows will kill you if you
keep on?'

"Truly, I have seen many changes in
Boonville. In 1883 the building now occupied
by the Colonia Hotel, of which Frank Fraffen
is the proprietor, on High street and opposite
the Commercial Hotel, was a private resi-
dence owned by B.F. Wilson. Previously, this
had been the location of the Peter Pierce
Hotel. Upon one occasion, while returning to
my congressional duties in Washington, I

traveled from St. Louis with Senator Preston
B. Plumb of Kansas.

"The Kansas Senator told of a visit he and
a companion, both then from Ohio, had made
to Boonville in 1859. 'I can't remember the
name of the hotel where we stopped,’ said
Plumb, 'but I recall that the proprietor
carried a bunch of keys that seemed as big as
a peck measure." With this information, I
immediately answered, 'Peter Pierce,'
“Right.' answered Plumb.

"I was then told of how the two Ohioans
had come to Boonville with a view to locating
and promoting a colony boom calculated to
attract many settlers, as was later done in
Kansas. 'Boonville seemed a bit slow, and
what was more important to us we didn't feel
at ease. Never before had we been so far south
and we were scared. Especially did we
distrust our landlord with the big bunch of
keys. We feared that he might hear some of
the things we said or read our thoughts and
lock us in a dungeon. Apparently he noticed
our uneasiness, for one day he commanded us
to follow him. Using one of the keys of the
immense load, he unlocated a door and told
us to walk in. No soon had we done so until
with another key he unlocked a second door.
We felt that we were going to the death
chamber. Imagine my relief, though, when
Peter Pierce, opened a heavy cupboard door
and took out a big bottle filled with whiskey.
Holding the keys in one hand and the bottle
in the other, he said, in apparent seriousness,
"Here's life in one hand and death in the
other. Choose which you will have.' " 'What
did you do?" I asked. 'Do," he replied. 'Why
I took the biggest drink I ever took in my
life." "

"When I came to Boonville in 1869 there
wasn't a foot of modern type sidewalk, not a
paved street, no sewer system, and no street
lamps on Main street except coal oil lamps.
Hogs and cattle ran at large on the streets.
South of Victor's and north of the Citizens'
Trust Company, as now located, was a market
house. There was a brick sidewalk on the west
side of Main street up as far as the Presbyterian
church and on the east side of Main street to
Chestnut.

"What is the biggest change I have seen in
Boonville?" That's easy — the bridge. It
overshadows every other progressive step. It
will prove of far more material advantage to
the town and community than anything else
that has ever happened here. In saying this,
I do not forget past progress — streets,
waterworks, sewer system, lights, factories,
and all."

Col. Cosgrove in this interview has gen-
erously said that without Col. Johnston the
bridge could not have been built. Truth is
that with — Col. Johnston or Col. Cosgrove
— either out of the fight, which lasted for
years, the bridge would not now be a reality.

Built by the Old Trails Bridge Company,
Cooper County, Howard County, the City of
Boonwville, Franklin township and federal aid
appropriated by Missouri State Highway
Commission.

Designed and supervised by Harrington,
Howard & Ash, construction engineers, Kan-
sas City.

Contractors: Mt. Vernon Bridge Company,
Mt. Vernon, Ohio; Missouri Valley Bridge &
Iron Co., Leavenworth, Kansas, for the bridge
proper, and W.J. Cochran & Sons, contrac-
tors for the Cooper County approach.

The bridge rests on seven concrete piers,

all put down to bedrock with the exception
of the one on the Howard County side, which
rests on piling. The total length of the bridge
is 2,100 feet, with a concrete approach on the
Cooper County side of 584 feet, and a 500-
foot earth and macadam approach on the
Howard County side. The bridge is a contin-
uation of Main Street, the approach and the
street meeting at the intersection of Main
and High Streets.

There are six spans in the bridge and the
total weight of the structural steel is 1936
tons. Three spans of 420 feet and three spans
of 280 feet each compose the main bridge
structure. Eighty-three thousand rivets hold
the steel in place. The roadway of the bridge
is 19 feet in the clear. The roadway is 73 feet
above low water. The deepest pier goes to a
depth of 60 feet below low water and extends
50 feet below gravel and sand, resting on solid
rock.

U. Lytia, was superintendent for the Mt.
Vernon Bridge Co., with W.H. Smith as
erection foreman. Ben. J. Fredmeyer, Boon-
ville, was timekeeper and paymaster for the
Mt. Vernon Bridge Company.

Contract for the erection of the bridge were
let in February, 1922, and the first girder was
swung into place August 2, 1923, and the
steelbeams connecting Cooper and Howard
Counties were placed February 12, 1924.

The total cost of the bridge is $550,000.

RANKIN'S MILL
HISTORY

BRERIE

Rankin's Mill family home built in 1850 by William
Rankin. Currently occupied (1989) by Rich and
Berta Smith.

The names "Woodville" or "Woodville
Mills" were originally used to identify the
Rankin's Mill property and home five miles
south of Boonville, Mo. This was the name
of the Rankin home in Winchester (Shenan-
doah Valley) Virginia.

William Rankin was born in Winchester,
Va., on October 20, 1806, the son of Matthew
and Nancy Smith Rankin. Both came to
America early in life from Ireland and were
married in Hagerstown, Pa., in 1802. William
and a brother came by horseback from
Virginia and settled in St. Louis, Mo. Mat-
thew, wife and sons thence came to Cooper
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County, Missouri, in 1830 (according to The
History of Howard and Cooper Counties,
published in 1883).

In 1838 William bought the old Boyd Mill
on the Petite Saline Creek. This being a water
mill, he added to this mill and operated it in
partnership with his father, Matthew. It was
operated by water and steam until 1883.

The original Boyd Mill being a water mill
had but a capacity of two bushels of wheat
per hour (it was only fifteen feet square).
William built a new mill on the site of the old
one, completing it in 1840, and it was then one
of the largest and best mills in central
Missouri at that time. It had a capacity of
over 800 bushels of grain per day and by 1854
was run by steam, accounting for the increase
in productivity (again, according to The
History of Howard and Cooper Counties,
1883).

On April 4, 1844 William Rankin married
Elizabeth Ann McFarland, also of Cooper
County. To this union two sons were born:
Silas born January 9, 1845, and Robert Smith
Rankin born December 13, 1849. Both sons
married and remained at the mill in business
with their father, William, rearing their
families in the two houses built on the
property. Robert married Maria Louisa
Duncan and to this union were born four
daughters: Maude, Myrtle, Mabel and Rob-
na. Silas married Olive Helen Humpreville
and also had daughters, Helen and Willie
(named for her grandfather, William).

The Silas and Olive Rankin daughters,
Helen and Willie, married Clark Thornton
and Speer F. Brandes, respectively. The
Robert and Maria Rankin daughters married
as follows: Myrtle to Gip Hurt, Maude to Hal
Jewett, Mabel to Walter Reed, and Robna to
Edwin K. Smith, all of the surrounding area
of Boonville and environs.

In 1912 Robna Rankin, youngest daughter
of Robert, married Edwin Smith, son of Capt.
Thomas Leslie Smith and Fannie Pope
Thompson of Boonville. Capt. Smith joined
the Confederate Army at the beginning of the
Civil War and served 'til its close. He came
to Boonville soon after and engaged in the
livery business. Capt. Smith was appointed
sheriff of Cooper County in 1878 to fill an
unexpired term, and was elected to the same
office in 1884.

Edwin and Robna bought half interest in
the mill with her father, Robert, and ran it
until 1918 before closing it down. Thereafter,
they engaged in farming, raising corn, wheat,
hogs, and in later years, beef cattle.

To this union were born the following
children and respective marriages: Elizabeth
(Carlos Allen); Richard (Alberta Kempf);
Eugene (Betty Morgan); Hal (Juanita Al-
pers); Frances (Paul Vinelli); Doris (Jack
Haley); and Elma (Sid Walters).

Richard and "Berta" remained on the farm
in partnership with his parents and continue
to this date in ownership of the homestead in
the farming business in conjunction with
their two sons, Danny and wife Donna, and
Dale. Berta is one of seven children of the late
Albert A. and Mary A. Kempf, also of
Boonville.

Danny and Donna's son, Brandon (age 2 on
July 4, 1989) makes the seventh generation
of direct lineage to reside uninterrupted at
the original property since 1838. The Richard
Smiths live in the original home built by
William Rankin in 1850. Danny and family
live in the home built for son Robert by
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Also of mterest but dlfﬁcult to read since they date to the 1850's and are somewhat faded and fraglle
are "accounting” sheets of William Rankin used in the conduct of the milling business.

William Rankin in 1873. late tGrove Cemetery, as are many of their fore-
Robna Rankin Smith died in November,in thibearers.

1986, (age 98) at the farm home where she was Matthew and Nancy Rankin are buried
born in 1888, never having resided at any  with other family members on the neighbor-
other home. Edwin preceded her in death in ing Larry Lymer farm, where the gravestones
1976 at age 86. Both are buried in Walnut Matthew and Nancy Rankin are buried
born in 1888, never having resided at any with other family members on the neighbor-
other home. Edwin preceded her in death in ing Larry Lymer farm, where the gravestones
1976 at age 86. Both are buried in Walnut




WO TRe MONOTADLE GOBLLY WOLIT
Gentlemens = With your permission,-in presenting my petition, I would -
offer a few .remarks for your consideration,gend, First, would state,

that in the spring of 1838, there was no Bridge on the County Hoad at

the M111 that could be crossed on When the dem was half full. of water,.

I Tuilt a Bridge thet summer entirely at my own expense, and from that' (
time to the present, I have Xept 1t up, With the exception of about

nine meaths, and all ths recompenses that I have ever received from

sny source, it one hundred snd twelve dollars snd Tifty cents{from the
county), About that time the Crawford and Hurt Bridges were bullt, at

mn expense of some 1500% each mnd since that time each of these two

Bridges have been pest crossing on, =8 long 85 the Eridge at the -Mill,

The Hurt Bridge has been rebullt st an expense ta the county of some
1500$mmore, while the Crawford bridge 1s noW beilng rebullt at a : =
protatle expense of 25008 more,

. Yow 1t does. eppear to me that the county hms been metting something
for nothing, When those other Bridges cost,-one of them sSome 3000% and
the other about L000D% whthin the last 15 years, that I have been rather
poorly pald for building and kesping up & third Bridge across the zame
cresktthe sames lingth of time for the sum of $112.50. ; :

The present Bridege thet I have btuilt cost me some #00§ owing in paTt,
to its being built mt & season when the creek 1s subject to freguent
out rTises, 1 hed it nearly ready for crossing on, wWhen there came m
flood and sarriet it all away (a total loss)., The Crawford tridge . -
could not be orossed om, neither could the creck be forded there when
the dem wWas Tull, snd the south part of the county was labouring under
B coneiderable inconvenience, So I ralsed all the water gates, and let
the water pass.away a& soon as possible, So as to commence & new EBridge
and make the creek fordable at the Crawford Brildge,but bpfore T could
get tha bridge completed, there wea several other rised in the cresk-
when I had to Talse the water gates as before,and let the water pass
awWay as. soon as. possilile, without getting the full bemefit of it for
milling purposes, by which I was looser to & considezable smountm The
Eridee was ready for cmossing on about the 10th of -Jume and has been a
convenience. to MRy Dersons since that time - =

Gentlemen,- with 211 respect I submit these few ramarks to your oonsideratic

Fiks i ; ‘(signed) Wm Eenkin

e side Legend- Petition Tn favor of Wm Hamkin (For Eridse) :
A Filed Sept 1852

(Stmned).  B. E Ferry Clk

A BRIEF HISTORY OF
BOONVILLE

Although Boonville's history as a town
incorporated under the laws of the State of
Missouri dates from 1839, which is why we

T17  are celebrating our 150th birthday this year,
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The site of a blacksmith shop that made wagons in 1900 now supports an apartment house. The
location is the northeast corner of 6th and Vine.

the town is actually at least 20 years older if
we consider the date of the first legal sale of
lots in 1819, and another 10 years older if we
go back to the time of the first permanent
white settlement on the site of the town in
1810.

Early Settlement Period
1810-
1820)

Hannah Cole, a hardy Kentucky widow
with nine children, was the first actual settler
on the town site of Boonville. She built a log
cabin (fortified during the War of 1812) on
the hill where the old St. Joseph's hospital
now stands. About a mile farther east was the
homestead of her brother-in-law, Stephen
Cole, and his family. Several other settlers
built cabins in the area over the next two
years, and across the river to the west was the
settlement of Benjamin Cooper who had led
the original group into the area.

These first settlers clung tenaciously to
their homes during the Indian raids brought
on by the War of 1812, and after the war
ended in 1815 a second and even larger wave
of immigrants from the southern states came
to the Boon's Lick country. It was during this
period that land speculation and town build-
ing schemes became almost epidemic and the
rival towns of Franklin and Boonville were
established.

Franklin was platted on the north bank of
the river in 1816 soon after Howard County
was established as the mother county of the
Boon's Lick region. Over the next ten years
it became a frontier boom town with a peak
population a few years prior to its demise in
the late 1820's of 1500 to 2000 people.

In 1817, Asa Morgan, and his St. Louis
lawyer partner, Charles Lucas, began to
unfold a scheme to plat a rival town called
Boonville on the more secure high ground
south of the river across from Franklin. By
1819 the town had become a reality and the
designated county seat of Cooper County
(formed out of the southern half of Howard
County in December 1818) despite the death
of Lucas in a duel with Thomas Hart Benton
in 1817 and Morgan's difficulties in obtaining
sole legal right to the land on which the town
was platted.

In the process of all the complicated legal
maneuvering, Hannah Cole sold her original
settler pre-emption right to the town site and
moved to a farm about 15 miles south of
Boonville. Many of the other original settlers
also drifted away during this time and a new
breed of merchants, artisans, farmers and
professional people took their place.

Town Building (1821.1839)

With the admission of Missouri to the
Union as the 24th state in 1821, Boonville
settled into a slow period of growth marked
by the erection of the first county court house
and jail in 1823. Merchants like Jacob Wyan,
professional men like the lawyer Peyton R.
Hayden, and artisans like the Williams
brothers (Marcus and Justinian) laid the
groundwork for the future growth and pros-
perity of the town.

Franklin, across the river, continued to be
the focal point of the economy of the reion,
especially after the commencement of te
lucrative Santa Fe trade in 181-22 by two
adventurous Franklines, William Becknell
and Ezekiel Williams. But a series of floods



beginning in 1826 led to the gradual abandon-
ment of the town, and by 1830 Boonville was
emerging as the new 'Queen City' of the
Boon's Lick country.

Over the next ten years her population
grew from a few hundred to over a thousand.
A young George Caleb Bingham, soon to
become one of the state's most noted artists,
apprenticed himself to Boonville cabinet
maker and carpenter, Justinian Williams
about this time, and in 1836 married Sarah
Elizabeth Hutchison, daughter of Boonville
druggist, Nathaniel Hutchison. James H.
Middleton established the town's first news-
paper, the Boonville Herald, in 1834 (taken
over by Robert Brent in 1838 and renamed
the Western Emigrant). And the first few
German, Swiss and Prussian immigrants, like
Dr. Augustus Kueckelhan, George Hain, and
Charles and Julius Sombart, began to arrive
in town, establishing a trend that would
increase dramatically over the next twenty
years.

Finally, on February 8, 1839, Boonville was
granted a city charter by the Missouri State
Legislature, and in May the citizens (then
numbering about 1500, including probably
300 slaves) elected Marcus Williams the first
mayor. 1839 was also the year that statement
traffic on the Missouri River began to
increase. Peter Pierce built the imposing City
Hotel on Morgan Street (the town's premier
hostelry for the next fifty years), and William
T. Yeomans established Boonville's second
newspaper, the Missouri Register.

Southerners and Germans (1840-

During the twenty years leading up to the
Civil War, Boonville experienced what could
probably be called its 'Golden Age.' A new
county court house was built at the beginning
of the period; a highly competent group of
merchants, lawyers, artisans, property
developers, and small manufacturers spear-
headed economic growth; a large influx of
German immigrants brought new blood, new
ideas and much needed skills to the commu-
nity; religious and educational institutions
were established; the first State Agricultural
Society fairs were held in Boonville from 1853
to 1856; public and private cemeteries were
established; and a rich blend of Southern and
German cultural traditions emerged to give
the town its distinctive character.

In 1844 the town witnessed a record flood
on the Missouri River and hosted a major
Whig political convention. By the end of the
decade a steadily increasing stream of immi-
grants moved past the town on their way west
in response to the opening of the Oregon
Territory and the California Gold Rush.

The Southern tradition of private school
education was firmly established during the
period with the opening of several male and
female academies. The most enduring of
these schools was Frederick T. Kemper's
“Family School' opened in 1844. It would
continue after his death in 1881 under the
wise management of Col. T.A. Johnston, who
converted it into a military school, and it has
survived down to the present time as one of
the oldest military schools west of the
Mississippi.

Other elements of Southern tradition were
the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and
Episcopal churches; the Thespian Society
which, in 1857, erected one of the most

imposing structures in town, the Thespian
Hall; and, of course, the institution of slavery,
which would tear not only the community,
but also the state and nation apart in the
bloody Civil War that erupted in 1861.

German cultural traditions were embodied
in the German Methodist, Evangelical, Lu-
theran and Catholic churches; in the singing
and gymnastic societies known as "Turn and
Gesange Vereins,' whose members were
known as 'Turners' for short; and in the
numerous vineyards planted on the edges of
the town as well as the beer and wine making
tradition associated with Boonville both
before and after the Civil War resulting in the
town's reputation as the 'Vine Clad City.'

German merchants, shoemakers, coopers,
brick and stone masons, tobacconists,
blacksmiths, carriage makers, potters, and
millers contributed greatly to the town's
economic health; and German farmers estab-
lished themselves firmly in the agricultural
community surrounding Boonville.

Civil War Years (1861.1864)

The Civil War was a time of confusion,
violence, split allegations, economic stagna-
tion, and general social disruption, the effect
of which lingered throughout the difficult
reconstruction period following the war and
formed a watershed in the history of the
town.

One of the first land battles in the war was
fought a few miles east of Boonville on June
17, 1861, between the hastily mustered and
poorly armed state militia troops of Governor
Claiborne Fox Jackson and the well-trained,
well-armed Union troops of General Nathan-
iel Lyon. The battle (which should perhaps
more accurately be termed a skirmish) lasted
only a short time before Jackson's men were
routed and the Union army occupied the
town.

During Lyon's stay in Boonville he orga-
nized the loyal Union Germans of the town
into a 'Home Guard' under the command of
Major Joseph Eppstein, and these Home
Guards fortified themselves on the old state
fair grounds just east of town where Hannah
Cole's fort once stood. In September 1861 a
Confederate force under the command of
Colonel William Brown and Captain J.A.
Poindexter attacked these fortifications in
what came to be known as the Second Battle
of Boonville. The Confederates were routed
after Colonel Brown and his brother were
mortally wounded. The only Home Guard
casualty was John Hayn, a young tobacco
merchant in Boonville.

No other major battles were fought in the
immediate vicinity of Boonville during the
war, but the whole area was plagued with the
activities of bushwhackers, foraging armies
property destruction, and the working out of
personal vendettas.

German Joseph Shelby and his men briefly
occupied the town during their raid through
the state in October 1863; and in October
1864 the town was again occupied briefly by
General Price and his army on their last
tragic raid through the state.

Although most of the schools had to close
periodically or altogether during the war,
F.T. Kemper (who had returned to Boonville
in 1861 from a five year stint as a teacher of
the classics at Westminster College in Ful-
ton) was able to keep his school open, and a
new school — Cooper Institute — was opened

by the Rev. X.X. Buckner, a Baptist minister,
in 1863.

Reconstruction and Railroads
(1865-1875)

The decade following the Civil War was
difficult for Boonville and the surrounding
countryside. Farms and businesses had been
plundered repeatedly and river trade was
much reduced from the boom times that
preceded the war.

The shift in political power from Southern
Democrats to German Republicans led to the
emergence of a number of prominent German
leaders in the community like Jacob Gmelich,
the Sombarts, C.C. Bell and others, though
several "Old Guard" leaders like Dr. Trigg,
Joseph L. Stephens, Major Harley and James
M. Nelson continued to wield considerable
influence.

The town had three main newspapers
during the decade: Caldwell and Stahl's
Central Missouri Advertiser, Milo Blair's
Boonville Weekly Eagle, and the newly
established German language newspaper
Wachter Am Missouri.

The decade was also marked by the
beginning of the free public school education.
Boonville's first public school classes met
in1867 in a building on the site of the present
Central Elementary School on 6th Street.
Black children also got their first opportunity
to obtain a free public education when
Boonville's first black school was opened on
the northwest corner of 4th and Spruce
Streets. Several of the private schools contin-
ued to function in Boonville throughout the
period (the most resilient of which was F.T.
Kemper's school), but the advent of public
school education marked the beginning of the
end for private schools.

Perhaps the most significant development
of the era was the phenomenal growth of the
railroads. Due to the shortsightedness of
Boonville's leaders in the decade before the
Civil War the town failed to obtain direct
access to one of the two main east-west
railroads being built across the state at the
time. In the years after the war, Joseph L.
Stephens managed to complete a branch line
to Boonville in 1868 from the main line
running through Tipton.

Then, in 1873, again through the efforts of
Stephens and others, the Katy railroad
brought their Tebo and Neosho line from
Sedalia through Cooper County and into
Boonville. The key to luring the Katy into
Boonville was the construction of a railroad
bridge across the Missouri River at Boonville
to connect with a line running through
Franklin and Fayette to Moberly and Hanni-
bal. The bridge was completed in January
1874 and initiated a new period of cautious
growth in the town.

The Gilded Age (1876 1900)

Both the black and white population of
Boonville continued to grow throughout the
last quarter of the 19th century, but the rate
of growth was about half that of the previous
quarter century, and business was sluggish.
By 1900 there were nearly 4,400 people living
in Boonville, about 1,100 of which were
blacks. About a third of the white population
was of German origin.

Politically, the quarter century between
1875 and 1900 continued to be dominated on



the local level by German Republicans who
presided over a number of important civic
improvements including street and sidewalk
repair (Main Street was first paved with
bricks in 1898), better street lighting (elec-
tricity replaced gas during the period), a
better water supply system (the first munici-
pal water works was completed in 1883), a
telephone system (also established in 1883),
and the opening of a new city park (on land
obtained from Major William Harley in
1887).

It was also during the period that the
Missouri State Legislature approved an act
providing for the location of a State Reform
School for Boys at Boonville. This institution
opened in 1889 and continued in operation
until 1982 when it was converted for use as
a medium security prison for adult offendors.

Boonville journalism flowered in the last
quarter of the 19th century with several
highly literate writers and editors vying with
one another for the attention of the reading
public. The Boonville Advertiser continued
to operate throughout the period under such
talented editors as Lon V. Stephens (later
Governor of Missouri), S.M. Ravenel, and
Walter Williams (who later went on to found
the world famous Journalism School at the
University of Missouri in Columbia).

The German language newspaper, Wacht-
er Am Missouri, was bought out in 1874 by
F.M. Ludwig (and later, E.J. Haller) who
changed the name to the Central Missourier.
It continued in operation down to 1907.

George Ferrel, a talented poet and journal-
ist with a fatal weakness for alcohol, estab-
lished a newspaper called the Boonville
Topic in 1878, but soon turned the editorship
over to his old friend and fellow poet, Horace
A. Hutchison. This paper survived into the
20th century as the Missouri Democrat,
edited for part of the time by Col. William
Switzler.

Many of the town's surviving Victorian
mansions were built during the latter half of
this period, most notably, perhaps, the
Wilbur Johnson mansion known as Roslyn
Heights on the northwest corner of Main and
Walnut Streets built in 1894 and now the
State Headquarters of the DAR.

Booster, Boom and Bust
(1900-1929)

The automobile had a revolutionary effect
on American society, and Boonville's intro-
duction to automobile mania came during the
summer of 1901 when local sporting goods
merchant, Fern Am, brought the first "devil
buggy" (as they were then called) to town. By
1915 the automobile was beginning to affect
the lives of nearly all Americans and a new
era of road building and general expansiv-
eness in the economy was initiated, becoming
especially apparent in the years after the
close of World War I.

A spirit of town "bosterism" swept through
communities throughout the Midwest
spawning the formation of commercial and
service clubs, and this spirit seems to have
had something to do with the increase in
commercial construction that took place in
Boonville between 1900 and 1925. The
Stephens family converted the aging Thes-
pian Hall into an opera house in 1901. The
Sombart family put up the Frederick Hotel
in 1905. The Citizens Trust Building was
constructed at the corner of Main and Court

Streets in 1910. The Phoenix-American Cob
Pipe Company moved into a new factory
building on Second and Vine Streets in 1911.
A new Cooper County Court House was put
up by the Cochran Construction Company in
1912. And the St. Louis based Hamilton
Brown Shoe Company moved to Boonville in
1925 to occupy a new building erected for
them by a group of local subscribers.

All this construction was climaxed in 1924
by the new highway bridge across the Mis-
souri River. With the completion of this
bridge, Missouri's main east-west highway
was routed down Boonville's Main Street,
triggering a period of growth in the town's
population and business revenues.

To meet the growing educational needs of
the community, a new high school building
was erected in 1915 at the corner of Main and
Locust Streets; and Kemper Military School
began a period of expansion, which included
the erection of D Barracks and the Johnson
Field House as well as the addition of a junior
college program and an ROTC program.

In 1916 the local utility company operated
by W.A. Sombart was sold to a Chicago based
power company, thus initiating a new era in
light and power service to the community.
Expanding utility demands led to the erec-
tion of a major coal-fired, steam-generating
electric plant in 1925.

Health care needs were also increasing
during this period of time, and in 1918,
largely through the efforts of Dr. C.H. Van
Ravenswaay, St. Joseph's Hospital was erect-
ed on the historic hill east of town where
Hannah Cole had originally settled.

A concern for health — both physical and
moral — also led in Boonville (as it did across
the nation) to a spirit of social reform focused
on the problem of alcohol. In 1919 this
resulted in the passage of the 18th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution prohibiting the
manufacture and sale of alcohol. Soon there-
after Boonville's half dozen or so saloons
closed until the amendment was repealed in
1934.

Boonville's population grew from 4,377 in
1900 to 6,453 in 1930, but most of this growth
came in the decade between 1920 and 1930
when the Highway 40 bridge was built across
the Missouri River, and the growth was
largely confined to the white population.
Boonville's black population during this
same period showed a steady decline from
1,111 in 1900 to 815 in 1920. There was a
slight rise in black population to 933 by the
census of 1930, but the decline continued over
the next thirty years.

Boonville politics continued to be domina-
ted by Republicans from 1900 to 1930, while
Cooper County continued its tradition of
Democratic political dominance. These align-
ments were reflected in the local newspapers
of the time, with the venerable Boonville
Advertiser as the main Democratic organ,
and the Central Missouri Republican as the
main Republican organ. But by the end of the
period the two papers had essentially merged
under one owner and had become the paper
we know today as the Boonwille Daily News.

By the late 1920's there were increasing
indications throughout the country that the
nation's economy was becoming dangerously
unstable, and in 1929 a disastrous depression
swept away much of the prosperity that
towns like Boonville had enjoyed for more
than a decade.

Depression, War and the
Nervous 50s (1930-1959)

The effect of the Great Depression lingered
throughout the 1930's, though bottom seems
to have been struck in 1932. Unfortunately
it took America's entry into World War II to
actually make a full-scale recovery, but by the
end of that war the economy was booming.

Between 1930 and 1940, Boonville's popu-
lation dropped from 6,435to 6,089 and Coo-
per County's population also showed a
decline. By 1950 Boonville's population had
risen once again to 6,686, but the county's
population continued to fall. The black
population of both town and county contin-
ued the downward trend that began at the
turn of the century. By 1960 there were only
412 blacks living in the county outside of
Boonville, and Boonville's black population
had fallen to 789.

The late 1920's and early 1930's were years
marked by a rising crime rate that many
people attributed to the effects of Prohibi-
tion. Numerous raids on illegal stills and
arrests for liquor violations took place in
Boonville and Cooper County during this
time, and the State Reform School for Boys
at Boonville was generally operating at and
above capacity.

Col. T.A. Johnston, long-time head of
Kemper Military School, died in 1934 and
leadership of the school passed to his son-in-
law, Col. A.M. Hitch, who retired in 1948
turning control of the school over to T.A.
Johnston. But in 1956 a significant change
was made in the school when the decision was
made to reorganize it as a not-for-profit
corporation headed by a Board of Trustees
responsible for choosing the school's presi-
dent.

The old Central School building on 6th
Street burned in 1937 and was replaced by
the present Central School building; and in
1939 the Laura Speed Elliott High School
was expanded and a new Sumner School for
blacks was erected in East Boonville. In the
late 1950's this black school was phased out
as a result of the nationwide desegregation of
the schools.

Railroad business fell on hard times in the
mid-1930's leading to the closing of Boon-
ville's original old Tipton-Versailles Branch
Line, and the Katy continued to cut back
service despite the optimism that had led to
the complete replacement of the old swing-
open railroad bridge across the Missouri
River with a new lift-span bridge in 1932.

Thespian Hall (then known as the Lyric
Theater) was seriously threatened with de-
molition or drastic alteration by the Kansas
City based Fox-Midwest theatre chain in
1936, but was finally saved by a valiant effort
on the part of local citizens led by Charles van
Ravenswaay in 1937. A concern with the
town's history also prompted the publication
of a new Cooper County history in 1937 by
Boonville newspaper publisher and author,
E.J. Melton; and in 1939 the town held the
first of a series of "Daniel Boone Days" to
celebrate the town's history.

The decade of the 1940's was largely
dominated by World War II and its after-
math. Some 2000 Boonville and Cooper
County boys marched off to fight during this
war, and 58 made the ultimate sacrifice. With
the end of the war Americans went on a
twenty year spending spree and this new era
of prosperity was marked in Boonville by a



general expansion of business and a period of
good feelings. The Boonville Rod and Gun
Club, formed just before the war, became a
popular source of recreation for many in the
community as well as a focal point for a new
county and state-wide concern with wild life
conservation. The Boonville National Bank
was formed in 1946 by Garth Clinkscales and
a group of local businessmen; and in the same
year W.G. Holt expanded his popular cafe
and bus station on the northwest corner of
Main and Morgan. Another popular gath-
ering place, especially for young people,
during the 1940's and 50's was William J.
"Boss" Hirlingers bakery, soda fountain and
ice cream shop at 322 Main Street.

The early 1950's saw the opening of two
major new businesses in Boonville — the
McGraw-Edison appliance plant and Boon-
ville's first commercial radio station, KWRT,
established by Bill and Audrey Tedrick —
but it also saw the destruction by fire of
Viertel's Garage, a Boonville landmark on the
northeast corner of Main and Vine.

Perhaps the most serious crisis faced by the
town in the years following the Korean War
came when the State Highway Commission
announced in March 1955 that they were
planning to construct a new cross-state
highway that would by-pass Boonville. Con-
cerned citizens petitioned for a modification
of the plans, but to no avail, and in 1960 the
new Interstate 70 highway opened and a
number of established Boonville businesses
were forced to close.

Looking Forward, Looking
Backward (1960 - Present)

Boonville's history over the last 29 years
has been dominated by attempts on the part
of civic leaders and other concerned citizens
to achieve two basic goals; economic revitaliz-
ation and historic preservation.

At the beginning ofthe period the town lost
several major businesses because of the
opening of 1-70. Among these were Pete's
Cafe, Holt's Cafe, the Frederick Hotel and
Commercial Hotel, the Boonville Mercantile
Company, and Gambles Hardware Store.
Business closings continued to plague the
town in the 1970's and 80's though there are
some indications over the last year or two that
this trend may be on the verge of turning
around under the stimulus of industrial
development and the Main Street revitaliz-
ation efforts.

Industrial development, especially, has
been quite active throughout the period.
Huebert Fiberboard, opened on the east side
of town in 1961, Fuqua Homes began opera-
tion in 1970, a new Interstate Marine Terminal
was opened on the Missouri River just across
from Boonville in 1971. The Bimet
Corporation, manufacturers of thermostats,
opened a new plant in Boonville in 1973. And
in 1974, a uniform sewing business known as
Nextex was established (renamed Artex in
1976 under new management). A local Indus-
trial Development Authority was formed in
1978 and was responsible for luring Inter-
therm, Inc., to locate their new baseboard
heating unit manufacturing plant in Boon-
ville.

The town's growing educational needs have
been met by the construction of new build-
ings and the reorganization of the school
system. David Barton Elementary School
was constructed on Locust Street hill in 1958;
and in 1968 a new high school building was

built on the western edge of the city. In 1974
another building was constructed near the
new high school to house the vocational
educational school.

In 1968 a new fire station was constructed
and the city was finally able to obtain
(through the generosity of William T. Kem-
per of the Kemper State Bank) the old post
office building for use as a city hall. In 1970
a major new innovation in city government
was instituted with the hiring of Robert
Campbell as the first City Administrator, and
in the early 19970's a new Cooper County
Memorial Hospital was erected on the south-
ern edge of town to replace the old St.
Joseph's Hospital.

The early 1970's also saw a resurgence of
interest in preservation of the town's history
with the formation of the Friends of Historic
Boonville. Their first major preservation
project was the old Cooper County Jail Barn,
and they then turned their attention to
Thespian Hall, which was once more being
threatened with destruction. By 1975 the
Friends had been fortunate enough to attract
the interest of Crosby Kemper, Jr., President
of the United Missouri Bank, and he agreed
(through one of his foundations) to purchase
the building and present it to the Friends,
along with funding for restoration.

The success of this project led to the
organization of a major Festival of Arts to be
held in the restored Thespian Hall each year,
to the purchase and restoration of the 1836
Hain House on 4th Street; and to the
purchase and restoration of the old Cooper
County Jail (closed in 1978 after 130 years of
continuous service as a county jail). The
Friends of Historic Boonville also initiated a
successful historic survey of both Boonville
and Cooper County and provided the stimu-
lus for the development of a community arts
program.

The twin concerns of historic preservation
and economic revitalization have led, most
recently, to the development of a Main Street
revitalization plan that has already begun the
work of transforming both the look and feel
of downtown Boonville; and perhaps as we
celebrate the town's 150th birthday we will
also be celebrating a true renaissance of the
economy, history and spirit of this wonderful
old river town.

Editors Note: This brief history of Boon-
ville was prepared by Robert L. Dyer and
represents a condensation of material that
appears in his Boonville: An Illustrated
History (Pekitanoui Publications, 1987)

Boonville's Founder: Hannah
Cole

Ironically, in 1810 Hannah and her nine
children built the first permanent white
settlement in Boonville, 29 years before the
date that the town was incorporated with the
state, the date used for the town's celebra-
tions. Hannah exemplifies the typical female
of the era when Missouri was a territory and
the only career open to a woman was
motherhood.

Hannah's story actually begins in 1808
when William Clark (of Lewis and Clark
fame) negotiated a settlement with the Osage
Indians. This fierce tribe used the Boonville
area as part of their summer hunting grounds
even though they were not in the region the
entire year since their permanent headquar
ters was in southwestern Missouri in Vernon

County, near present day Nevada, Missouri.
That year Missouri Territorial Governor,
Merriwether Lewis (also of Lewis and Clark
fame), ordered all the white settlers to remain
below (east of) the Osage River until the
Indian claims could be settled. A group of
Kentuckians led by Benjamin Cooper had
already come to the Boonslick. They were
forced to return east of the Osage River to
Loutre Island. In early 1810, Indians stole
several horses from the group at Loutre
Island and in the following pursuit, William
Temple Cole, husband of Hannah, was killed.
He left Hannah with nine children to rear. In
February 1810, the Cooper group, including
Hannah and her children, once again arrived
in the Boonslick. Hannah's sister, Phoebe,
was married to Stephen Cole, brother of the
late William Temple Cole, so Hannah and her
children were not alone. This type of inter-
marriage (two sisters marrying two brothers)
was extremely common in frontier society
where social contacts were limited.

The Cole family decided to settle upon the
south bluff of the Missouri River while the
rest of the settlers remained on the north
bank in the flood plain area. Hannah and her
children built a fort for protection in what is
now eastern Boonville at the vacant River
Heights Retirement Center, across from the
Boonville Correctional Center.

Known as Hannah Cole's Fort, it served as
a place of refuge during the War of 1812 when
Indian uprisings fueled by the British oc-
curred in the Boonslick. It is often forgotten
that the War of 1812 reached this far west.
The British hoped the Indians would cause
havoc and draw military resources from the
East coast of the United States into the
interior.

The fort was built at the edge of the bluff
for defense. Not only was the bluff so steep
that attack was impossible from the side, the
family had a long log running out over the
edge of the bluff and a windlass and rope
attached to it, so that water was always
available from the Missouri River, even
during an Indian attack. The first county seat
of government for Howard County, which at
that time included Cooper County as well as
28 other present day counties, was held in
Hannah Cole's Fort. In 1813, the first school
in the Boonslick was also taught in the
neighborhood of the fort with 15 males
enrolled in the first class.

Females spent their time caring for mate-
rial needs, rather than formal education.
Supplies were scarce and both men and
women were forced to wear clothing made out
of knettles woven by the local women,
including Hannah. Knettles grew approxi-
mately three feet high in the low flats along
the various rivers. The knettles were allowed
to remain standing through the winter until
the frost caused them to fall over and decay.
They were then gathered and broken with the
long fibrous material inside being spun into
cloth from which garments were made. Both
men and women wore simple, long shirts
which reached to their heels since the process
of making the garment was so difficult. The
most famous person Hannah entertained in
the fort was Daniel Boone who visited them
the first winter on his return from a trapping
expedition to the mouth of the Lamine River.
Boone was a cousin of Hannah's late hus-
band.

By 1824, Hannah Cole had moved approxi-
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mately 15 miles south of Boonville to live
with her son, Samuel. She died in 1843 and
was buried in the Briscoe Cemetery. Her
grave is now marked with a large stone
monument and she is honored with an
adjacent roadside park named for her. The
local Daughters of the American Revolution
Chapter is also named in honor of this
resourceful woman.

by Robert L. Dyer

WHITLOW'S HISTORY
OF BOONVILLE AND

ENVIRONS
T18

Local Historian Recounts Four-
Score Years of Varied
Experiences — "Tobacco Saved
My Life" — Pine-Knot Whiskey
$5 a Pint — Saw Jeff Davis
Following Capture

"You will find the deed in which Morgan
Lucas donated the land of the original plat,
City of Boonville, June 1, 1817, recorded in
Book A, last page in Fayette." The speaker
was Reuben Wyatt Whitlow — of course it
was, for who else could so quote figures
dealing with land locations?

Mr. Whitlow will be eighty-one years old
September 9, he having been born in 1842. He
was born about three or four miles southwest
of Boonville, near McCarty's branch.

"My father was living on a rented farm,"
said Mr. Whitlow. "This farm was a part of
a large tact of land formerly owned by
Richard Thompson, of Virginia, father of
'Old Dickie' Thompson, one time Boonville
undertaker. By the way, a little while ago I
came across, in the recorder's office, a copy
of the marriage certificate of my father, A.K.
Whitlow, and mother, Susan Harvey. They
were married by Kemp Scott, a justice of the
peace in Saline Township. Scott was the
father of Rev. Buford Scott, an old-time
Baptist preacher, who once preached at Mt.
Pleasant Church, in South Moniteau Town-
ship.

"I lived for ten years with my grand-
parents. My mother died when I was three
years old and my grandmother when I was
thirteen. Father rented a farm on which stood
an old stone house, ivy covered, and which
was the ancient home of Jacob Newman,
father of Judge Newman, once of the Cooper
County court. This house was about three
miles west of Boonville, the location being
near the M.K.&T. Railway crossing, where
the terrible accident occurred a few months
ago. Father lived there in the fall of 1854 and
until the spring of 1856. In the meantime, he
had accumulated enough gold money, as a
result of selling cord wood in Boonville, to
enter more than 200 acres of land in Henry
County."

Just here conversation drifted to some of
the old houses in Boonville, "Ben Stammer-
john", said Mr. Whitlow, "now owns one of
the old places. This was formerly owned by
Robert P. Clark, first circuit clerk of Cooper
County and father of Bennett C. Clark, who
held various county offices, including those
of circuit clerk and probate judge and whose

records as circuit clerk are the best in the
courthouse. This house was probably built in
1829 or '30.

"I remember that Warner Whitlow, father
of Miss Addle Whitlow, now of Columbia,
helped us move to Henry County, he being
a teamster at that time. Father opened up the
farm and we fenced it with rails which were
cut and split on government land in summer
and then hauled ten miles with two yoke of
oxen. Things were very different in those
days. Rattlesnakes were plentiful and I often
saw in the dust where they had crossed the
road, I helped 'stake and rider' the farm my
self, staying there until December, 1861.

"About the date I mention, thing's were
beginning to get 'a little hot' in Henry
County, so I left between two days, riding a
horse to Sedalia.

Joseph Stephens, Pioneer

Occasionally, looking back through the
mazes of memory, Mr. Whitlow would di-
gress. "Even in Henry County," said he, "We
found former Cooper County folks. Cole's
store was named for one of these, James Cole.
This reminds me of Joseph Stephens, who
landed in Boonville in 1819 with a New
Madrid certificate in his pocket, he having
purchased this of Robert Wash, of St. Louis.
Wash, I might say, was of the family for whom
Wash Street, in St. Louis, was named. Mr.
Stephens located on about 400 acres of land,
on a part of which the town of Bunceton,
named for Harvey Bunce, is now located. He
was the father of twenty-two children.

Mrs. Cole No Pacifist

"I was speaking of Cole's Store. Just before
I decided that it was a good time to leave
Henry Co., the wife of a brother of Cole, the
proprietor, and who was in the Southern
army, said to me, "Why ain't you in the army?
If I had a boy as big as you and he wasn't in
the army, I'd cut his head off." I got out. After
getting to Sedalia, I walked to my grandfath-
er's, about five miles from Clarksburg, and
from there I 'hoofed it' on to Boonville. Here
I enlisted. I took the oath in the basement of
the old Central National Bank building and
was sworn in by Adjutant Wolf. This was
March 20, 1862, and I served until June 9,
1866.

Boonville Thespians

"The first night after my enlistment was
spent in the old Thespian Hall. This hall, by
the way, represented a fine community
movement. The Thespians, as the name
implies, were ambitious in the production of
home plays. Henry C. Levens was a Thespian.
Walter Achle was a leading comedian. He was
the father of Otto Achle. The plays were put
on by local talent and were largely attended.
The old house, which later became an opera
house and is now the Lyric Theatre, was
probably built in the late '50s, being financed
by a stock company.

Orders, Military and Otherwise

"I shall never forget the first night I spent
on the floor in that old building. I must have
rolled over fifty times, so hard seemed my
bed. Later, though, such slight hardships
would have amounted to nothing.

"The month of March was very cold and
rainy. Our meals were cooked on the lot back
of the building. I shall never forget one little
happening. David Andrews lived across the
street, in the building now owned by Chas. J.
Harris, President of the Harris Lumber
Company. He had a cistern from which water
was drawn by means of a well sweep, a long
pole on one end of which was 'the old oaken
bucket". I was ordered to go out and get
water. I did so, instead of following the walk,
cut across the lawn. As there had been a hard
rain. I left my tracks deep in the lawn. Mr.
Andrews reprimanded me severely and
wanted to know what I meant by walking
across his yard.

"Later we went to the old fair grounds in
east Boonville. Joe B. Reavis was made
Captain of our company, Company "F",
Henry B. Brown, of Clarksburg, first lieuten-
ant, and Albert Muntzel second lieutenant.
Muntzel, who now has a son in the Trust
Company in Boonville, was as fine a looking
officer as I ever say. He knew how to ride a
good horse and 'show off.' But what is more,
he took care of men. When marching or on
scout duty, he always found a place for them
to sleep, made sure that there was plenty to
eat, and showed the boys how to care for their
horses.

"After leaving the fair grounds, we camped
at Tipton and also in the Mt. Pleasant church
neighborhood. We then went to Waynesville,
Pulaski County, crossing the Osage River at
Tuscumbia. There was fine grazing in the
bottoms, but as it was my first time in the
hills, they looked awfully high to me. At
Waynesville, William Hayn, brother of Geo.
J. Hayn, of Boonville, and Henry C. Hayn,
who is now in the paint business in St. Louis,
was regimental and commissary sergeant. By
this time, we had organized into a regiment,
becoming the Fifth Missouri State Militia.
The colonel was Albert Sigel, of St. Louis,
brother of General Sigel.

"Just here I might say that Joseph A.
Eppstein, brother of Velt Eppstein, who a
number of years ago was killed by a train in
Boonville, was lieutenant colonel and later
first commander of John A. Hayn Post No.
240 G.AR. of Boonville. It is interesting to
note that my lieutenant colonel was the same
man from whom I, as a boy, had bought a top
in Boonville. I can see that top right now. I
thought it the finest thing I ever had with the
possible exception of a barlow knife pur-
chased about the same time. Colonel Eppst-
ein was an uncle of V.C. Eppstein, traveling
salesman of Boonville, and was for two terms
postmaster at Boonville.

"During the first summer at Waynesville
we built a fort and I can never forget how hot
it was, with drilling, building and doing work
of every kind. Our business was to guard
commissary trains on the way from Rolla to
Springfield.

"Finally, on February 14, 1864, we went to
Rolla. William W. Mills, who later became
postmaster of Versailles, had authority to
recruit for the U.S. Army, so, I, with some
twenty-five others, reenlisted. Well do I
remember the day, St. Valentine's.

"I had one requisite of a good soldier. I was
never homesick for I really had no home ties
During all the time that I was in the service,
I never wrote a letter home and don't know
that I ever received one.

"The nearest I ever came to 'kicking in' or



'going west', as they now say, was when [ had
the smallpox at Benton Barracks, in St.
Louis, 11864. After the doctor found out what
was the matter with me, two strong and
strong-smelling negroes came to the hospital
in an ambulance and took me to a boat bound
for Bloody Island in the Mississippi, so called
because of the Benton-Lucas duel.

The hospital, which seemed mainly a pest
house, was away back among the willows. As
every ward except one reserved for Southern
prisoners, was full, I was quartered in a ward
in which there was but one Rebel prisoner. In
those days, smallpox patients were not
allowed to drink water, nor wash. In my half
delirium, I imagined I could see a little stream
of clear cold water trickling down a mountain
side. I tell you it was tantalizing.

After convalescing, I came back to camp.
We went by steamboat to Memphis and
camped southwest of the city. We spent some
time in the South, being part time under the
command of General Edward Hatch, of the
regular army.

"Tobacco Saved My Life"

"By the way it was while we were on the
Tallahatchia River tobacco once saved my
life, also came pretty near getting me into a
peck of trouble. Four of us broke camp
without leave. Our object was to secure
several caddies of tobacco and sell it in order
to get money, which was scarce as hen's teeth.
We got the tobacco all right and tied it on to
our McClelland saddles. To our consterna-
tion, when we got back, we found that our
comrades had moved on. Finally, we caught
up and tried to slip in without being seen, but
were discovered and made to walk twenty-
five miles to Lagrange, Tenn., under a
scorching summer sun. Our forces had been
ordered to join General Thomas, but owing
toillness, probably aggravated by my scouting
experience, I was sent to a hospital in
Memphis instead of Nashville. So I say
tobacco may have saved my life. I mean the
tobacco we foraged and sold to General A.J.
Smith's men.

'l stayed in the hospital in Memphis until
February, 1865, and got fat on a ration of
chocolate coffee, poached eggs and barley,
with some wine to add to my strength.

"I rejoined the army and we went by boat
to Paducah, Kentucky. I remember one night
we found among the passengers a commercial
gentleman, who owned a satchel, the contents
of which we suspected. So we appropriated
the satchel and hid it under bags of oats,
intending to get it next morning. But what do
you think? That night some thief took the
satchel and we didn't get it.

"Next I went to Eastport, Miss., where our
regiment cut trees and built log huts. As I was
just out of the hospital, I was wearing a white
collar, which the boys tore off in double quick
time. Our company had charge of pontoon
trains, our business being to lay pontoon
bridges across the river and also to destroy
the railways and supplies in order to render
the Confederates impotent.

"We crossed the Alabama River at Selma,
having had several skirmishes on the way,
under the command of Howell Cobb, of
Macon, and later secretary of the treasury
under Pres. Buchanan. At Columbus, Georgia,
we found ourselves with scant supplies of
clothing, so a lot of the boys, taking advan-
tage of a big clothing factory, fitted them
selves out in 'butternut’ suits, gray uniforms.

Well do I remember a little incident which
took place about this time. Wiley Petree, now
living at Fortuna, and who belonged to the
same company, went partners with me in the
purchase of a pint of whiskey made from pine
knots. It cost us $5.00.

"We later moved on to Macon, Georgia,
camping two months near that city where it
was 'hot as Sam Hill!' It was there that we
first heard of the assassination of Lincoln and
of the surrender of Lee.

Saw Jeff Davis Following
Capture

"I am one who saw Jeff Davis after his
capture. We had got word that he was trying
to make his way south to the sea and were
ordered to be on the lookout for him. As you
know, he was finally captured, and it was
passed along the line that at about two o'clock
on a certain day and on a designed road, he,
his wife, and daughter and John H. Reagan,
the latter postmaster general in the Davis
Cabinet and later an able United States
Senator from Texas, would appear.

"After a while, an ambulance, together
with a wagon which was reputed to contain
a lot of gold but which in fact was filled with
cooking utensils and other junk, hove in sight.
Our men were lined up on both sides of the
road and in the middle, too. A squad of
cavalry was ordered to clear the way. I was
as close as I am to that door (six or eight feet)
to the President of the Confederacy that was
and I could see him as plain as I can see you.
He was an able man; there is no discount
about that. While I don't agree with his
viewpoint, I am ready to give him credit.
There were many splendid, brave men in the
Southern army. There were cowards too. We
had both kinds and both kinds are in every
military organization.

First Engine on Union Pacific

"The war over, we went to St. Louis and
took passage by steamboat to Omaha. We
passed Boonville without stopping, our desti-
nation being Omaha. As showing the progress
that has been made since that time, I might
digress by saying that I saw the first engine
put on the Union Pacific tracks. The rails had
been placed and the engine, a very small
affair as compared with the powerful locomo-
tives of today, had been taken to Omaha.

"Among my comrades in Omaha, was Jack
Dowell, of Morgan County. I can see him now,
walking down the streets of Omaha, a big
cigar in his mouth, and can hear him say, I
am glad I like to smoke.'

Indians, "Civies" Corns and Cash

"We then went to the military barracks
opposite Sioux City. Horses were grazed on
prairie grass, which was high as a man's head.
Flies and mosquitoes were terrible. We had
to keep a smoke in the barracks in order to
sleep at all. I could wake up and gather a
handful of mosquitoes against the windows,
most any time. Later, we went on to the
Pawnee agency. Our business was to keep
open the roads of travel and to protect the
Overland mail route from Indiana. Well do
I recall that on the way to Ft. Kearney there
was but one safe crossing on the large creek.
An Indian guide had to take us around the
quicksand. As it was, there were narrow

escapes. We wintered at Ft. Kearney. Some
of us stayed there until June 9, 1866, others
joining Gen. Conner in his Powder River
expedition. These had to eat mule and horse
meat before getting home. We were ordered
to Fort Leavenworth and on Jan. 9, 1846,
were mustered out by one W.D. Hubbard. We
were paid off in cash. It was a very windy day.
I remember because I had a lot of trouble
holding my money, and I might add that I had
a lot of trouble holding on to it after that. I
played a game of billiards and also bought a
pair of boots that gave me corns.

"After coming out of the war, I went to
school at the Worthington and Warner
Business College, which had a branch at
Jefferson City. I also went up to Madison,
Wisconsin, where Worthington lived and
spent some time and a part of $800. I wish I
could show you two letters that I have, as
written by Professor Worthington. They are
wonderful specimens of penmanship, just
like copper plate.

Deputy Clerk $30 a Month

"It was along about this time, November,
1866, that W.W. Taliaferro, whose marriage
took place in Boonville only a short time ago
and who was one of my comrades, was elected
circuit clerk of Cooper County. He had
defeated William E. Walton, who in January,
1867, was making a set of abstract books for
William H. Trigg & Co. These books, I, with
W.G. Pendleton, later purchased. Taliaferro
wrote me at Jefferson City asking me to
become his deputy at the princely pay of $30
a month and the privilege of boarding myself.
I accepted and landed in Boonville January
1, 1867. I boarded with Major John B. Kaiser,
who built the old Central National Bank
building, which contract almost broke him,
and who ran a saloon in connection with his
boarding house. This was west and across the
alley from Ruskin's.

"At the end of the first year, my salary as
deputy was increased to $35 a month. A year
went by and Ed Taliaferro, now police judge
of Boonville, was graduated from school and
went in as a deputy under his brother.

Into the Abstract Business

"In 1869, I commenced making abstracts.
At that time, the people didn't know what an
abstract was, but we built up a set of books,
which we tried to keep absolutely correct for
more than half a century, and which, in
February, 1920, were sold to the Cooper
County Abstract Company, now my neigh-
bors across the hall. Not wishing to be idle,
I continued in the fire insurance business
which had been looked upon as a natural
adjunct of the abstract business. Now I am
taking the world easy. For one thing, I like to
trim my son, that young fellow over there, in
a game of chess, just as I was doing when you
came in.

Assessor and Mayor

"What public offices have I held? Well, I
was appointed years ago to fill a vacancy as
county assessor. I served the unexpired term
and was afterwards elected. I sought re-
election. In the meantime, enfranchisement
had followed and I was defeated. Later, [ was
a candidate for circuit clerk. My successful



opponent was Horace A. Hutchison, fami-
liarly known as 'Shad.' I then subsided
politically. No, I don't mean that I failed to
take an interest in affairs. I was president of
the council under Boonville's old special
charter, succeeding Ed Redman, well known
Boonville editor. I also served as Mayor after
the old charter was surrendered and reorgan-
ization made under the state law.

"I have seen many changes in Boonville.
Many will recall the old three-story brick
wholesale warehouse on the east side of the
Main Street, from High to Court, for Boon-
ville was a great distributing point until the
building of the Missouri Pacific Railway.
These buildings were afterwards purchased
by the county court and torn down and the
ground incorporated into the present court-
house yard. I can see Boonville before it had
paved streets and when horses were tied on
Main street, when boats with heavy cargoes
landed under where is now the approach to
our magnificent new bridge.

David Barton Buried in
Boonville

"Boonville has had many eminent citizens
from the days of Lucas until now. Among
these was David Barton, first United States
Senator from Missouri, and who is buried in
Walnut Grove Cemetery. Barton had come
from New Madrid County, as had others,
following the earthquake. He and William
Gibson, who conducted an inn or tavern
about a quarter of a mile east of the present
Walnut Grove Cemetery and on the lower
Rocheport road, lived together. The farm is
now owned by the Missouri Training School.
It was at this place that Senator Barton, who
had lost his mind, spent his last days.

"But I must tell you a little more about old
Boonville. Walter Benedict kept a grocery
store just across the alley from where Wag-
ner's ice cream parlor now is. I remember, as
a boy, of going in there with my grandfather,
who bought a side of salt bacon. It was
hanging up in the loft.

Wine and Beer Industry

"In the old days, grapes were extensively
grown in what is now West Boonville. The
ruins of the big wine cellar and brewery, a
short distance west of the water pumping
station, are still to be seen, although in a
dilapidated condition. The Boonville Wine
Company had thirty-two acres in a vineyard,
this being part of a tract of 112 acres. Major
William Harley, William Haas, Dr. Ernest
Roeschel and others were owners of the wine
company. The company ceased to operate
during the war and the buildings were
damaged by fire. William Haas purchased
from the company a small tract of land on
which he erected a stone building and used
it as a brewery until his death.

"Plug Hats" Were Worn Here

"The old-time men were much more
particular as to their dress than are the men
of today. ‘Biled bosom' shirts were in order.
Stocks were also worn, and a few insisted
upon having collars as high as they could see
over. I recall "plug hats' were worn by various
prominent citizens of Boonville, back in 1867.
Among those who thus adorned themselves
were Ed B. McPherson and Robert D. Perry.
Perry was a member of the firm of Perry &

Coffey, who ran a dry goods store where
Victor's now is. McPherson & Perry were
from Maryland. Hermon — note the spelling
— B. Benedict, who was a great friend of
mine, wore a plug hat. John L. White, son of
Jesue White, who married the youngest
daughter of said Hermon B. Benedict, was
another plug hat man. The White farm was
near Bunceton. Still others who took to plug
hats, or 'stove pipes, as they were sometimes
called, were Harvey Bunce, Captain Joseph
L. Stephens and William A. Baird."

Recorded in Howard County

Once more reverting to his life work, that
of an abstractor, Mr. Whitlow referred to the
fact that there are in Boonville today a few
pieces of property the deeds for which are not
on record in Boonville. They are recorded in
Fayette, county seat of Howard, and which
originally included Cooper and other coun-
ties.

Among all the men with whom we have
talked, we have found none of more remark-
able memory than Mr. Whitlow. Careful and
accurate to an eminent degree, he is able to
describe practically every tract of land in
Cooper County, to name past owners and in
many instances to tell exactly where the
deeds are recorded.

Perhaps no man now living is more familiar
with the history of the county or able to recall
dates and to quote figures as can R.W.
Whitlow.

A friend familiar with the circumstances
relates one happening in the life of Mr.
Whitlow and which, unknown to the princi-
pal, the Advertiser is glad to mention. Mr.
Whitlow, years ago, as bond agent sold bonds
of a certain issue and to the amount of
perhaps $50,000 to Boonville customers,
believing that they were absolutely good.
They proved to be otherwise. Without legal
obligations to do so, he made good the losses
to every Boonville purchaser, although years
were required, and but for the abstract
business, which was saved only through a

loan, and which later proved profitable,
reimbursement could not have been made.

by W.L. Nelson

CITY GOVERNMENT
OF BOONVILLE
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1988

Edward A. Rainey, Mayor, 1986; Bernard
Kempf, Councilman, 1974; Pete Soener,
Councilman, 1988; Danny Bright, Jr., Coun-
cilman, 1982; Mary Wiemholt, Councilwom-
an, 1983; Bill Diem, Councilman, 1988; John
Klenklen, Councilman, 1987; William Abele,
Councilman, 1988, not shown; Sarah Hall,
Councilwoman, 1986, not shown; Hannes
Zacharias, City Administrator, 1988, (Came
to Boonville from Lawrence, KS); Paul
Wooldridge, City Counselor, 1988; Peggy
Geiger, City Clerk, 1974

City Government — 1988. John Klenklen, Paul Wooldridge, Bill Diem, Bernard Kempf, Pete Soener, of
Boonville, Mo., Danny Bright, Mary Wiemholt, Hannes Zacharias, Administrator; Ed. Rainey, mayor;
Peggy Gieger, CC



BOONVILLE,
MISSOURI

Cooper County Courthouse

Located in the beautiful rolling hill country
of mid-America, Boonville is abounded on
the north by the Missouri River, on the south
by coast-to-coast Interstate Highway 70.
Descendants of the great men who carved this
community out of the banks of the river
inherited a desire for a quality of life that
would provide stability and endurance with
steady growth and progress. Boonville's
setting is rural, its flavor cosmopolitan . . .
with a hint of old world charm. Although
moderate in character, it offers hospitality
that welcomes people and ideas. The un-
iqueness of the individual can find expression
here. The depth of family needs is recognized
and Boonville provide the kind of atmo-
sphere in which families can pursue their
interests . . . and thrive. Many small lakes
and beautiful wooded areas offer good fishing
and hunting. Nearby urban areas offer
additional cultural, educational, and enter-
tainment facilities. Yes, you will enjoy Boon-
ville . . . a community in the heart of
America . . . a peaceful, yet stimulating
community that offers a quality of life that
can turn dreams into reality.

Whether through organized recreation
programs or individual hobby interests,
thereis a place . . . and the time . . . to have
fun in Boonville. In addition, it is located only
60 minutes from the water fun and resort
area of the Lake of the Ozarks and just a
few minutes more to Truman Dam and
Kaysinger Lake. Even closer for the boating
enthusiast is the nearby Lamine River. A 2
hour drive can satisfy almost any
entertainment interest in either St. Louis or
Kansas City and, for theatre goers,
Columbia offers fall-winter theatre while the
Arrow Rock Lyceum stages performances
during the summer months, and the local
Thespian Hall provides for local talent.

Boonville is an agricultural and industrial
community that trace its history back to
1810. As the eastern terminal of the Santa Fe
Trail, its economic and social stability began
with the hearty stock of settlers who built this
area as a launching point to the west.

Its trade area includes a population
approximating 20,000 and evidence of a
healthy business climate can be found in the
variety and selection in the downtown stores
and stores in the shopping center located
south of town. Eleven housing subdivisions
have been developed. Surrounded by some of
the most productive farm land found any-
where, agriculture and cattle raising play a
big part in the area economy. An economic
plus, Boonville provides a home for eight

major industries as well as a number of small
industries. A current labor survey, industrial
packet, and a community profile are provided
by the Chamber of Commerce. Transporta-
tion services, in addition to 1-70, include a
new and excellent municipal airport, schedu-
led and non-scheduled air service at Colum-
bia Regional Airport, 4 paved state highways,
coast-to-coast bus service with a downtown
terminal, 2 railroads, 3 barge lines, and 4
truck lines. Boonville is making an effort to
become a major port through development of
the Missouri River and a Foreign Trade Zone.

The home of 5 service clubs and many
other civic-minded organizations and auxi-
liaries, Boonville also offers excellent restau-
rant and motel-facilities. A regional library
contains volumes in excess of 47,000. Two
banks and two building and loan associations
have assets totaling more than $60,000,000.
Commercial services include a radio station,
a daily and a weekly newspaper, and cable
television.

Laid out as a town in 1817 by Asa Morgan
and Charles Lucas, Boonville was established
as the county seat due to a 50-acre land
donation from these men to Cooper County.
Seven years earlier, however, Hannah Cole
and a party of pioneers settled here on the
fertile land that was located near the inter-
section of ancient Indian trails that are now
modemn highways. Names such as Kit Carson,
Daniel Boone, and George Caleb Bingham
are an integral part of Boonville's unique
heritage. Stories of these and other of its
residents of early prominence are preserved
in the history books, along with accounts of
Civil War battles fought in the area.

MID-CENTURY
BOONVILLE

REMEMBERED
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Editor's note: Willard Dorflinger of Colo-
nial Gardens Health Care Center also has
many memories of the area, which he dedicat-
ed to activity director Tekla Johnmeyer
recently.

Willard Dorflinger became the county
secretary for the Missouri Farmer's Associa-
tion in 1933. In 1941 Mr. Dorflinger became
the Cooper County surveyor and highway
engineer. He remembers a Mr. Wilson as
county extension agent back in 1914. Mr.
Wilson continued to work with the people
until the program ended in the 1930's. The
Extension program began again in the early
1940's, and Bill Keegan became the coun-
ty.The next Extension program was sponso-
red by the Missouri Farmer's Association.
Mr. Dorflinger remembers the beginning of
the farm wheat program in 1933, when the
government was trying to control the amount
of wheat the farmers planted.

He recalls that Boonville in the 1920's and
1930's was a lively town with at least 20
businesses on Main Street. There were
several family-owned grocery stores, plus
Boonville Mercantile (hardware store), two
jewelry stores, as well as Victor's, Brownsber-
ger's and Glover's clothing stores. These were
the times when clerks waited on the custom-
ers and there was no fancy packaging. The

grocery stores and/or meat markets em-
ployed butchers and the customers waited for
their meat order to be cut and filled.

He remembers Holt's Cafe as a bus stop
and a gathering place for coffee and the local
news. He met singer Rudy Vallee in Pete's
Cafe and obtained his autograph, something
he still treasures.

The streets at this time were still dirt and
there were more horses and buggies than cars.
The city employed a man with a broom and
push cart to clean the debris off the streets.
Mr. Dorflinger remembers him to be quite a
whistler. The streets were then 'sprinkled' by
a horse-drawn water wagon to help control
the blowing dirt and dust.

There were 'posts' at either end of Main
Street to allow U turns with the horse and
buggies. As more automobiles started
appearing angle parking was allowed on the
streets.

Mr. Dorflinger remembers a prominent
family, the Managers, and said that some of
the original family members are now buried
in Walnut Grove Cemetery. He remembers
also the Sombart family owning and opera-
ting the mill.

Reflections also include the ice man deliv-
ering ice door-to-door. He would saw 300-
pound blocks of ice from the Missouri River
during the winter and store the ice for later
use in a cellar insulated with sawdust. Mr.
Dorflinger said it was not uncommon for
families to have their own private ice cellars.

In the early 1940s changes began to
happen. Family-owned businesses were being
replaced by large chain stores owned by
corporations. Some of these included Kroger,
Temple Stephens and A&P. Clerks and
personal service were on the way out and the
self-service mart began.

According to Mr. Dorflinger, in the old
times people helped people. He said people
would go to their butcher together and have
barn-raising parties, as well as hay and
threshing parties. The "host" family would
always cook the main meal. He recalls if
someone were down on their luck, everyone
would help to get them back on their feet
again.

The utensils and appliances used in earlier
years were also quite different. Refrigerators
were ice boxes — literally wood boxes lined
with tin. A block of ice went in the top and
perishables in the bottom.

Some other tools used earlier were the
"cradle," which was used to harvest wheat.
Later came the reaper, which was pulled by
horses.

Butter made at home with churns. The
milk had to be allowed to set so the cream
would rise to the top. The cream was then
carefully taken off and used for butter. First,
there was the dasher churn, tall and slender,
with a stick (dasher) going through the
middle, with an up-and-down movement.
Then came the daisy church which was a tin
bucket with wooden paddles inside and these
were turned with a handle.

Another of Mr. Dorflinger's memories of
the past is the burning of Viertel's garage in
the 1950's. The garage was located where the
Lionell's BBQ is today. People said they
could see the fire as far away as Sedalia, he
said.

Mr. Dorflinger remembers the advent of
running water for homes and the running of



early electric utility lines.

Many more changes were soon to come
with the building of the Boonville Bridge and
changing of Highway 40 so it ran right down
Main Street. Later, Interstate 70 would be
built and the highway traffic was taken out
of town.

by William Dorflinger

A TRIBUTE TO HOME
TOWN MUSIC - AND
ITS MAKERS
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In the days before "instant" music became
available at the flick of a television or a tape
player switch, and when radio was still in its
infancy, there existed in Boonville a wealth
of "home town" talent which enhanced many
phases of community life and gave much
pleasure to those who provided it. It was the
period of the 1920's and 1930's, when enter-
tainment in a small town was literally a do-
it-yourself project long before the term was
invented.

Documenting the musical activities of
these decades is a virtually impossible re-
search task, but there are several individuals
and families who flourished in those days and
whose influence is still being felt. Primary
among this group are the late Mr. and Mrs.
Laurence White and members of their family.

Mr. White was born in Tipton, Missouri,
and came to Boonville as a young man to
establish a grocery business. He immediately
became involved in the musical life of the
community because of his high tenor voice
and his versatility as a player of the violin and
cello. It was a common interest in music
which drew his attention to Emma Pfaffen-
berger, a Boonville native from an exception-
ally gifted musical family headed by the Rev.
E.W. and Sophia Otten Pfaffenberger. Em-
ma's siblings included sisters Alice P. Gor-
don, a pianist; and Martha P. Hoberecht, a
soprano soloist, organist, and pianist; and
brothers, Charlie and Will, who also posses-
sed fine voices but who moved from Boonville
in young manhood.

The marriage of Laurence White and
Emma Pfaffenberger was a propitious musi-
cal event. They both were involved in provid-
ing music for "silent" movies at Stephens
Opera House/Lyric Theatre (now Thespian
Hall), she as pianist and he as violinist. In
recalling those days Mrs. White often men-
tioned the fact that directors of such musical
groups were chosen principally because of the
size of their musical libraries. Playing for the
silent movies was a challenging task and
required great flexibility and sight-reading
ability on the part of the performers, as well
as a large stock of "mood music."

Mr. White was in great demand as a tenor
soloist and as a member of musical groups.
One of the latter was the popular Grocers'
Quartet, which included, also, Gus F. Boller,
J. Aubrey Tackett, and Vic Colin, originally.
Membership changed through the years as
circumstance required, leaving Mr. White the
last remaining member of the group.

Mrs. White (who also had an excellent
contralto voice) was a highly skilled accompa-
nist and served not only her husband but
many other Boonville performers and

groups in this capacity. Largely self-taught,
she was proficient in all phases of piano
repertoire, from Scott Joplin's "ragtime" to
Handel's "Messiah." For many years she
served as pianist, organist, and choir
director at the Methodist Church and later
performed the same services at the Christian
Church, when she joined her husband in
membership there. Her successor at the
Methodist Church was her sister, Martha
Hoberecht.

The decades of the 1920's and 1930's
included the Depression years, but life in
Boonville was not altogether without its
bright side. Music education in the public
schools was on an unpredictable basis, and
the existence of both instrumental and vocal
musical groups was dependent upon the
availability of teachers with the necessary
skills to direct such programs. The Whites
fitted naturally into this gap, and often came
as a family group to provide musical pro-
grams and inspiration for the student bodies.

There was in Boonville during this period
a number of fine teachers of both vocal and
instrumental music. At Kemper Military
school Miss Bertha Jaeger taught both piano
and voice and her students often performed
at a wide variety of functions in Boonville and
surrounding communities. Other teachers of
piano with large followings included Emma
Mae Reed Hoberecht and Miss Minnie
Huber, the latter currently a resident of
Ashley Manor in Boonville.

Band directors at Kemper and nearby
colleges often provided instruction for local
residents, and the music programs at Sts.
Peter and Paul Catholic School provided
some exceptionally fine musicians who have
made a significant contribution to the life of
the community.

Both Mr. and Mrs. White, as well as their
musical contemporaries, were active in the
MacDowell Music Club, an active organiza-
tion which provided entertainment of high
caliber for their own meetings and for many
public functions. There was a MacDowell
musical group, an orchestra, and, in later
years, a young women's ensemble which was
directed by Leota Moser Hoberecht, herself
a popular vocal soloist and dedicated member
of the Baptist Church choir.

A common thread linking musical activi-
ties of the period was the church choir, which
provided an excellent opportunity for the
development of musical talent and the
occasion upon which to share it. Laurence
white was, for many years, director of the
choir at the Christian Church — inspiring,
cajoling, and generally insisting upon a
standard of performance which exceeded the
talents of his charges. Both he and Mrs.
White were especially supportive of young
people and often shared with them their
expertise and enthusiasm, along with selec-
tions from their extensive musical library.

To have provided a strong musical impact
on Boonville of the 1920's and 1930's would
be enough to secure Laurence and Emma
White a preferred position in any local
history, but their influence extended much
further. For many years they operated
White's Grocery Store, which carried not
only high quality meat and grocery items, but
gourmet foods, as well. Mrs. White won a
number of prizes for participation in contests
relating to special products featured in the
store. As an occasional bonus, store custom-
ers were treated to a rendition of one of Mr.

White's Harry Lauder Scotch-dialect songs.
"Roamin' in the Gloamin' " was a favorite.

Mr. White was the perennial chairman of
the board at his church, and his humorous,
but sure, tough kept such responsibilities in
perspective. He truly had the "soft answer
which turned away wrath" when the occasion
required.

In later years he turned to additional types
of community involvement. He served as an
especially progressive mayor of Boonville
from 1954-58 and it was during his term of
office that the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion was established. He also became a
devoted member of the Masonic Lodge and
directed much of his time and considerable
talent to that organization. He also became
an avid golfer — and a proficient one.

Mr. White's death on the golf course on
December 12, 1967, was, his friends agreed,
as he would have wanted it — enjoying the
company of pleasant companions in a hobby
which he loved. He was 82 years young!

by Gladys (Mrs. Paul H.) Darby

SLAVES IN
BOONVILLE
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One Hundred Years Ago Buying
and Selling Slaves Was A Major
Industry in Boonville

Old City Market and north entrance of
court house were scenes of many slave
auctions in the 1850s. Slave valued reached
peak of $1500 for negro man.

(Editor's Note: Judge Williams is a trustee
of the State Historical Society of Missouri.
He has done extensive research work on the
history of the Boone's Lick community and
is considered an authority on the subject. In
this article he presents an interesting picture
of slave days.)

Christmas week and New Year's day are
now holidays for most of us but there was an
industry back in pre-Civil War times, and one
of Booneville's important industries, which
was at its business peak during the holiday
season which opened and closed the year.
That industry was the buying and selling of
slaves.

The old city market where the slaves were
auctioned off was a one-story covered brick
building which stood in the center of Spring
street just west of Main. Lining it on both
sides were meat shops, groceries, and delica-
tessens.

Farmers with produce to sell would drive
their wagons to the market each morning at
dawn, as required by a city ordinance of the
year 1859. At 10 o'clock each morning a bell
would ring, the keeper employed by the city
would announce, "now you may go anywhere
and sell," and farmers who had failed to
dispose of their merchandise at the market
could go elsewhere in the town in an effort to
make sales.

Boonville was noted for many things in the
1850's. Kansas City was not on the map. The
great shipping point from the Missouri River,
to the southwest was at Boonville. And one
of the articles of commerce was the Negro
slave.



Brought Slaves Here

Many Boonville settlers were from Virginia
and Kentucky. They brought their slaves
with them. Buyers would come up from the
south during Christmas weeks to make
purchases for cotton plantation owners. And
the principal point of exchange for slaves as
for all other commodities was the city market.

A box would be placed in front of it, on the
Main street side, for the slaves to stand on,
and the auctioneer would dispose of his
human wares sometimes by sale, more often
by hiring for a year.

There was one other place at which slaves
were frequently marketed, the north en-
trance of the old court house. Slaves were
often used as collateral on loans. And when
the doctor failed to pay, the law would
foreclose on the Negro. State sales necessi-
tated by this action would take place at the
court house. The great abolitionist riot in St.
Louis was staged in protest against public
auctions of this nature. Protest in Boonville
at no time assumed the aspect of violence.

Owned 70 Slaves

A federal census report of 1850 shows that
John H. Ragland with 70 slaves was the
largest slaveholder in Cooper County. Harry
E. Moore was next with 32 Negroes. There
were 636 slaveowners in the County, 173 of
whom had only one Negro each. One hundred
two had but two Negroes each, and the
average for the whole county was 4.67 to the
master.

In 1860, ten counties lying along the
Missouri river, including Cooper and Howard
had a slave population of 45,530. Howard
County had almost six thousand of these.

Slave values reached their peak in the
1850s. Some slaves sold as high as 1500, but
generally the best male slaves brought about
$1300 each, and the best females about $1000
each. In 1860 William Swinney of Howard
County was assessed $44,800 on 86 slaves, or
about $520 each without regard to sex, age or
condition.

Slaves were sold to dispose of those who
were vicious, to add to the income of those in
need of cash, or to move out the natural
surplus. Most trading was local although
buyers came through at certain seasons, as at
Christmas time, to get slaves for the southern
cotton fields.

In an April, 1840, issue of the Observer,
which was an early form of the Boonville
Adbvertiser, there appeared an advertisement
of a Negro woman for sale described as "a
young woman about 22 years old, a good cook
and washerwoman."

Another issue carried a notice, "For sale
cheap, two likely Negro women, three good
horses, three yoke of oxen, 40 head of hogs,
and 150 acres of good land lying near
Vermont, Cooper County." An 1851 issue of
the Observer notified the public that a firm
would "pay highest prices in cash at all times
for all Negroes from ages 12 to 30 years."

Considerate of Slaves

Slaves in Missouri were generally well
treated. They were usually given Saturday
afternoons to themselves and at times they
were allowed to hold dances or attend a
circus. Punishment of small infractions was

left mostly to the owner, though a law
provided a code for the punishment of Negro
crimes. To protect the Negroes, the legisla-
ture of the state was required, bu the
constitution of 1820, to pass laws obliging the
owners of slaves "to treat them with humanity
and to abstain from all injuries to them
extending to life or limb."

Usually there was a strong bond between
master and slave. Many families taught
religion to their slaves and gave them elemen-
tary schooling through a law provided that
any one operating a school for Negroes or
mulatttoes or teaching reading and writing to
any Negro or mulatto in Missouri was liable
to a "fine of $500 or more, or not more than
six months imprisonment, or both."

The slave was personal property of his
owner and could be willed as such or seized
in execution of a lien under certain condi-
tions. Property taxes were paid on slaves.
Free Negroes could own slaves the same as
white persons.

Strict laws were passed against slave
stealing or assisting fugitives to escape from
their owners. Any slave found 20 miles from
home without a pass was considered a
runaway. He would be placed in the nearest
county jail, and advertised for a year and then
sold if not claimed. If claimed, his punish-
ment was left to his master.

In 1840 Isaac Masten, Lamine, Cooper
County, offered a reward of $100 for two
runaway slaves. He advertised in the Register
— Boonville Advertiser — as follows:
"Runaway from subscriber on Tuesday night
19 May, a Negro man named Washington. He
is about 25 years of age, a mulatto, and about
five feet, eight inches high. He had on when
he left a seal skin cap, green blanket coat,
light corded pantaloons, and checked shirt.
He took with him two saddle blankets, one
white and one green. It is thought he will
probably endeavor to get down the river as
he has been a good deal on board of steam-
boats and is acquainted with the river.

“Also at the same time a Negro girl named
Harriet, about 18 or 19 years of age, dark
complexioned, of ordinary size, very straight
and likely. She wore away a blue calico dress
and Tuscan bonnet. They are probably
together as the boy doubtless persuaded her
off. I will give the above reward ($100) or $50
for either if taken out of the county and
confined in any jail so that I get them again,
or $25 for each if taken within the county."

Many anecdotes of slave days in Boonville
are still remembered by the older genera-
tions. Col. C.C. Bell used to tell of having seen
a handsome colored man sold a the court
house. He had been widely advertised by
posters and newspaper advertisements — as
all of them were — and he was a well-
proportioned jet-black Negro. By his side was
a fiddle in a green bag — his own property.

Many slave darkies, it seems, were excel-
lent violinists and all carried their violins in
green bags. In the process of exhibiting the
slave it developed that he had but one defect,
he had lost one of his fingers. Old man Isaac
Lionberger was bidding on him against a
number of buyers from the cotton fields of
the south. The price went higher and higher,
and finally he was knocked down to Mr.
Lionberger for about $1500.

"As soon as the sale was announced," Col.
Bell would relate, "that darky became the
happiest man you ever say. He took his fiddle
out of its case and played and played. He was

going to have a good master, and he didn't
have to go south. He could stay with his wife
and children."

Another story concerns old Dr. W.H. Trigg
who once operated a dry goods store on
Morgan street. Dr. Trigg, the story goes, was
passing the market as a slave girl was being
sold. Upon seeing him the girl cried out, "Oh,
Dr. Trigg, buy me! Buy me!"

Dr. Trigg did not buy slaves and told his
entreater so, but she was so insistent that he
finally consented. He took her home, built a
cottage for her in his back yard, and there she
remained during and after slave days. The
doctor had a reputation for doing kind deeds
and this one was probably not among the
least.

Slave days are gone forever. We live in a
more enlightened age. But it is interesting to
reflect that less than 100 years ago here in
America, in Boonville, people bought and
sold — human beings!

Administrator's Sale of a Slave

Pursuant to an order of the Probate Court
of Cooper County, issued at the April term
of said court, I will sell at public auction, at
the Court House door in Boonville, Cooper
County, Mo., on Monday, the 26th day of
May next, a negro woman, belonging to the
estate of John Babbitt, deceased. Said wom-
an is about 26 years old, a good cook, washer,
ironer, and good house servant.

Terms of Sale: A credit of six months, with
bond and approved security, with interest at
6 per cent per annum.

Boonville, April 23, 1856.

A.A. Avery, Admr.

This is a copy of an original sale notice
owned by Miss Helen Zuzak.

Administrator's Sale of Blacks

By order of the Probate Court of the July
term the undersigned Administrator of the
estate of Nicholas Swearingen, deceased, on
the third day of the September term of the
Cooper County Circuit Court, will proceed to
sell, between the hours of 10 A.M. and 5
o'clock P.M., the following named slaves:
Nina, a woman aged 38 years; Sophia, an
infant six months old; Ann, 20 years of age;
Aggy, 7 years of age; Lydia, 5 years of age;
Mary, 2 years of age; Martha, 2 years of age
— at six months — bond with approved
security.

Boonville, July 18th, 1854

Saml B. Mahan, Adm'r.

The original of this notice came into the
possession of the late Herman Zuzak. It is
now being preserved along with other anti-
ques by Miss Helen Zuzak.

by Judge Roy D. Williams

BOONVILLE, OUR
TOWN, WHAT OF ITS
FUTURE?
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Working Together Will Win in
the Years to Come Or the
Secret
of How to Make a Good Town
Grow Bigger and Better in
Every
Way

Every ten years we take the official govern-
ment census. Since 1860 this official census
has given the population of Boonville as four
thousand to forty-five hundred. The census
of 1920 says officially 4665. An ambitious
Chamber of Commerce, fully confident of
growth and progress, recently had another
census taken, and the tabulated results
showed a population of 5600, a growth in four
years of nearly a thousand persons, or an
average of two hundred and fifty a year.

A slogan contest under the auspices of the
Chamber of Commerce provided a slogan,
submitted by Arthur Michels, "10,000 by
1930." This was selected by a committee
because it was indicative of growth and
ambition, the spirit of Boonville.

Jr requires no great prophetic vision to
outline the Boonville of the future. Every-
thing points to rapid growth and continued
improvement. About a hundred new homes
were erected in 1923, thirty or more have
already been completed in 1924, many others
have been started, and it is only reasonable
to expect the record of 1923 to be equaled or
surpassed. There are no vacant homes in
Boonville. As soon as a house is open for
rental, it is eagerly sought; many families are
rooming and living in temporary quarters,
simply waiting for better quarters.

The state is set, and the future looks very
bright and rosy. Boonville is primarily a home
town, a sociable town. People like to live here,
to visit here, and those who have lived here
and have been called to other communities,
carry fond remembrance, and eagerly return
when opportunity permits. They are always
ready to speak a good word for Boonville, and
so its good name has gone abroad as a good
town to live in, a good home for good
industries. Boonville has enthused and coo-
perated to bring enterprises here, has raised
the necessary funds when called upon, and
undoubtedly stands ready to do so again
when opportunity presents. Boonville is
proud of the high business integrity of its
industries and welcomes only industries of
that character.

What of the future? What will the Boon-
ville of 1930 or 1940 be? Just exactly what the
Boonville citizens of 1924 decree that it shall
be. That decision must be made now. There
can be no procrastination — do delay. No
community stands still, either it moves
forward or it will move backward. If the
progressive citizens, the forward-looking
citizens, of a community receive the support
and encouragement of all the citizens, then
that community progresses and goes
forward. If there is friction and lack of
harmony, growth is imperiled and
progress delayed. "United we stand;
divided we fall." Yes, we are on the
threshold. Then what of the future?

Most important is a progressive commu-
nity are schools and churches — Boonville is
well supplied with both. Our churches have
substantial buildings, large memberships,
progressive pastors, and will grow with our
community as occasion demands. Our schools
have an excellent reputation abroad, our high
school is fully accredited with the Missouri

State University. Our school buildings are
new and substantial. The near future, will see
a building erected in the western part of town,
so the children west of the railroad tracks will
be able to attend school without the hazard
of crossing these tracks. This school must be
large enough to care for the present and
future growth of Boonville westward.

These two important factors being so well
cared for the next is probably building sites
for new homes. If Boonville is to grow it is
important that there should be good lots to
build new houses on. This means that new
additions must continue to be laid out. The
natural growth of Boonville is west and south.
If a viaduct is built over the M.K.&T. and
Missouri Pacific tracks, as it surely will be,
to accommodate the great travel that will
come over the new free highway bridge across
the Missouri River at Boonville, and the great
tourist travel that will come over routes 2 and
5 of the permanent highway system of the
State of Missouri, travel and traffic to the
west will not be delayed or impeded, and the
probable growth of Boonville will be we-
stward. On the other hand, if the viaduct be
not built soon, the trend will be toward the
south and southwest, where wonderful, desir-
able sites for the additions are available. The
extension of the waterworks system and the
building of a new water tower has made this
section very desirable. The new bridge also
makes it possible to reside in New Franklin
and work in Boonville, or vice versa, and no
doubt many will take advantage of the close
proximity and the short time to traverse the
distance between the two communities. As
far as building sites are concerned, there is no
need to worry. Boonville can extend its
boundaries and grow as large as conditions
and its citizenship permit.

Growth is the result of continuous effort.
It comes step by step. Each added industry
adds just a bit, and cooperation is the
keynote.

One of the first steps to be considered is the
establishment of a bus line between Boonville
and New Franklin operating upon a regular
and stated schedule, and making the trip for
a low fare, something like the line of the
Peoples Bus in St. Louis, with seats inside
and also on top, and a fare of ten cents. Street
cars on tracks can no longer be profitably
operated in small cities and a street transpor-
tation system of that kind is not to be
considered. A motor bus could operate
around the outskirts of Boonville, a sort of
belt line, and there is no doubt that it would
be a profitable investment. Next we might
beautify our city by paving and developing
Water street into a Riverside Drive entering
Harley Park. It will soon be necessary to
provide a parking place for automobiles,
other than Main street, for already the
congestion is so great that at times traffic is
almost stopped and lives of citizens crossing
the street endangered. The continued addi-
tion of gasoline pump stations on the side-
walks will probably result sooner or later in
their complete and entire removal.

The Frederick Hotel will soon have an
addition of thirty-six rooms, making it not
only one of the best, but one of the largest in
Central Missouri. A community is indeed
fortunate to have a good hotel; it is the
standard of comparison by which tourists
judge. We have needed a community assem-
bly place. Kemper has magnificently provid-
ed that in the wonderful new gymnasium, the
largest in the state, only recently completed,

and has generously offered it for public
use. A move has been inaugurated for the
citizens of Boonville to provide the seating
for this magnificent auditorium. It has a
seating capacity of 3500, and will enable
Boonville to accommodate conventions of
large size. This convention hall and the added
capacity of the Frederick Hotel should
enable us to bring many conventions to
Boonville, that we formerly could have
obtained but were unable to
accommodate.

A new public library, little more than a year
old, is developing rapidly, and has already
proven the need for a permanent home with
adequate room and facilities and a complete
library of books. It is a need that all Boonville
recognizes and will be met soon, we hope.

Another need is a Y.M.C.A. or similar
organization for our boys. The local Boy
Scout organization is doing wonderful work,
but we must provide a morale resort for boys
to give them the proper angle on life and start
them right. "As is bent the little twig, so will
the tree be when grown big." An ideal
location of a Y.M.C.A. would be the present
swimming pool. The building could be erect-
ed over the pool, and it could be a feature of
the Y. If a well were bored to a depth of about
775 feet, the same artesian formation of
sulphur saline water, found when drilling the
oil well in Howard County, could be located,
and this would be ideal for the pool. This is
the same health giving water that is found in
celebrated resorts, and its development
would do as much as any one thing to increase
Boonville's prestige abroad.

The M.K.&T. has recently moved its
division offices to Boonville and is now
occupying temporary quarters. No doubt at
some early date it will be necessary to erect
on the company's property, east of the
M.K.&T. Station here, a four or five story
office building. The Knights of Pythias lodge
is at present occupying a four story Castle
Home, without a peer in any city of ten
thousand. The Masonic order has completed
arrangements and will shortly erect a lodge
home second to none in Missouri.

"All work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy," so our community development de-
manded that honest recreation be provided.
We have the best baseball diamond in
Central Missouri, and our golf club and
country club are developing rapidly. In a
short time it will have two hundred members,
and the Country Club will be the scene of
many fashionable festivities. The Chamber of
Commerce, which has already done so much
to develop Boonville, should have five hun-
dred members. With that many real boosters,
no telling what may happen. New industries
will locate here — overall factories, short and
apron factories, possibly an automobile fac-
tory or one allied to the industry. We will
have a creamery operating here soon, and this
will without question prove to be one of our
greatest industries. The Missouri State Re-
formatory will sooner or late have an addition
on the hill east of the present location, known
as an intermediate penitentiary, where the
more hardened and older boys with vicious
criminal nature will be kept. The Toennes
farm will ultimately be acquired and a larger
and much needed rock crusher installed, able
to supply the growing needs at a low price,
and saving of freight.

Kemper School will continue its remark-
able growth and prosperity, adding new
buildings and will eventually rank first of all



of the ten United States Government desig-
nated honor schools. We may see the develop-
ment of a school for girls along the lines of the
old Mequier Seminary, as honored institu-
tion that should never have been permitted
to cease.

Boonville has good water, a good sewerage
system, electric light, gas, telephone — why
shouldn't it continue to grow? If the Howard
County bottoms should some day develop
into an oil field, which is decidedly within the
range of possibilities, Boonville with all its
other industries and resources, might yet
become the metropolis of Missouri.

If we all "boost and boast Boonville," if we
invest our money in home enterprises, if we
work together, and pull for the community,
we are sure to get all the good things that a
fast growing prosperous Boonville will need.

When Jules Verne wrote "20,000 Leagues
Under the Sea," and "Tour of the World in
Eighty Days," he was considered the cham-
pion dreamer of the age. Every day, now,
something more wonderful than either
happens. We turn impossibilities into reali-
ties. Ambition is a wonderful thing, and
Boonville is an ambitious town. But we
cannot be impatient. "It's a lifetime job we
are tackling. Let's plan for the years to come.
Keep thinking success, keep boosting, coo-
perating, working together, pushing. Nothing
matters in the long run if we win and we win
if we work. Bigger Boonville. Why certainly
— "10,000 by 1930." By 1940, why who knows
how many?

by Herman T. Zuzak

BUNCETON
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Bunceton's early growth can be attributed
to the location, the rich soil surrounding the
town, and the intelligent, educated, progres-
sive, and well to do farmers who chose to
settle in the community.

The town, which lies in Kelly Township,
was laid out in 1869 by Harvey Bunce on land
owned by him. In 1869 Thomas Parrish
added 10 acres from Palestine Township.
This made 20 acres in the town site. Fortuna-
tely, the town lay near the geographical
center of the county, amidst fertile soil, and
a good climate with beautiful forests and
rivers nearby. It lies in sections 4 and 5,
townships 46 and 47, and range 17 of Cooper
County.

Lots in the town sold rapidly. In 1869 the
Missouri Pacific Railroad Company built a
depot in the town. In November of that year
the first train went through Bunceton. The
town soon became the chief shipping point
for livestock, at one time being rated second
west of the Mississippi River. Cattle, sheep,
hogs, mules, and poultry were shipped by the
hundreds of cars to markets east, west, north,
and south. Bunceton shipped more poultry
than any town of its size in Missouri.
A.P.Franze Co. shipped weekly about 10,000
Ibs. of dressed poultry. In December 1894, it
shipped 25,000 lbs. of dressed poultry, 1 car
load of live poultry, and a large shipment of
eggs. The following shipments in 1916 will
show the importance of the railroad to
Bunceton and the surrounding country:
Cattle 150 cars; Hogs 149 cars; Horses and
Mules 40 cars; Sheep 2 cars; — Mixed Cars

— Cattle 34 head; Hogs 523 head; Sheep 104
head; Horses and mules 54 head; Cord wood

3 cars; wool 13,627 Ibs.; Live poultry 98,315
Ibs.; Dressed poultry 21,149 Ibs.; Eggs 3,000
cases; Feathers 1,405 Ibs.; Wheat 40 cars;
Corn 21 cars; Oats 2 cars; Hay 2 cars; Timothy
seed 4,800 lbs.; Clover seed 630 lbs.; Broom
com 1,250 Ibs.; Coal 55 cars; Hides and pelts
10,390 Ibs.; Tallow 318 Ibs.; Bees wax 80 Ibs.;
Junk 5 cars; Apples 5,242 Ibs.; Butter 2,516
1bs.

The railroad made Bunceton. When it

folded in 1937 the town started down-hill.
A series of bad fires in 1878, 1915, and 1924,
with several small ones in between, destroyed
much of the business district which consisted
almost entirely of brick buildings. Some were
rebuilt. In 1924 when an entire block on Main
Street was destroyed, none were built back.

By 1899 the town had 2 drug stores, 3
general stores, 4 grocery stores, 4 barber
shops, 2 physicians, 2 lumber yards, livery
station, 1 carpet shop, a good public school,
1 flour mill, 4 churches, a Masonic Lodge and
Eastern Sar with a population of 250. By 1919
the population had grown to 1000. In 1874 a
flour mill had been built. This added to the
use of the railroad.200 barrels of flour were
produced every 24 hours. The mill burned in
1899.

The Bunceton Fair (1869-1920) ranked as
the best and largest county fair in the state,
was held on 37 acres lying 1/2 miles west of the
city limits. A Negro Industrial and Agricul-
tural Exhibition, started in 1910, was held at
the Mt. Zion Baptist Church for several
years.

As a result of W.W. I and the ensuing hard
times that came in the late 20's and early 30's,
Bunceton, like many small towns started to
decline. Many farm families had left farms to
move to cities where jobs were plentiful
during and after the war. That and the loss
of the railroad condemned the town to a slow
but steady decline. The 1924 fire was a
terrible blow.

One event in 1924 put Bunceton back on
the map and caused a temporary growth of
the town. Dr. Arthur Nelson ran for governor
of Missouri. A barbecue, held at Eastwood,
the Nelson farm, was referred to as "The
Battle of Bunceton". The crowd was estimated
to be 100,000, John W. Davis, Democratic
candidate for the presidency of the United
States, was the chief speaker. Bad weather,
mud, lack of food, etc. made that day and the
2 weeks that followed a disaster. Both Nelson
and Davis lost their races. Gloom settled over
the community. The depression, 1928-1935
almost finished the town. People moved away
to find jobs. Business houses closed. In 1937
the public school, built in 1903, burned.
Luckily, a new building constructed soon
afterward was ready when consolidation
came.

The Bunceton Cemetery, until recently
under the management of the Masonic Lodge
and now under perpetual care remains well
kept and is considered one of the most
beautiful in the county.

The city park is an asset to the town, well
equipped and well kept.

At one time Bunceton had 6 churches.
Today only 3 remain. In 1937 Methodists,
Christians, and Presbyterians joined to form
the Federated church. Others are the 2
Baptist churches.

At the present time Bunceton has a
population of approximately 45 people, with 3

churches, 2 filling stations, 1 elevator, 1
bank, a good public school, a postoffice, 1
grocery store, a swimming pool, 1 restaurant,
1 variety store, 1 antique shop, an insurance
office, 2 beauty shops, a city hall, a funeral
parlor, a fire station, county road district
headquarters, 1 physician, a Masonic Lodge,
a Woman's extension club, a garden club,
American Legion, Lions Club, and Senior
Citizen Club.

The continued life of Bunceton, and other
small towns in Missouri, will depend on
future world, national, state, and county
conditions in years to come.

by Estelle Snow

TOWN OF BUNCETON
FOUNDED IN 1869
FROM TEN ACRES
KNOWN AS KELLY
TOWNSHIP
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Is A Booming Town In Few
Years With Railroad, Stores,
Schools and Churches. Fair At
Bunceton Each Year Is One Of
the Outstanding Events Recalled
By Old-Timers

(Author's Note: In the following sketch the
writer wishes to give an interesting word
picture of a little town which dates back to
the year of 1868 when Harvey Bunce,
Esquire, laid out ten acres of land in Kelly
township and the first building was erected
by E.B. Bunce. Thus, the town acquired the
name of Bunceton.

"Backward, turn backward oh time in your
flight and let me live over the years while I
write. Bring back the picture as it was
yesterday and let me share it with those of
today.")

In 1869 Mr. Thomas J. Parrish added ten
acres from Palestine township making
twenty acres in the town site. The township
was named in honor of John Kelly, one of its
old and most respected pioneers.

Lots sold rapidly, and soon after the depot
of the Missouri Pacific railroad was located
here with E.B. Bunce as agent. In 1871 the
County Court set all the town in Kelly
township. The first business house was
erected by Mr. J.E. Stephens. Sheriff L.T.
Rogers and Mr. J.B. Stephens soon built
several stores and in 1869 a handsome and
commodious depot was erected by the rail-
road company.

The Bunceton Flouring Mill was built in
1877 at a cost of $15,000 and during its
successful operation had a capacity of almost
two hundred barrels of flour every twenty-
four hours. At that time the population of the
township was about 250 persons. The little
town, being surrounded by excellent farming
lands and favored with a class of people noted
for their wealth and intelligence, grew rapid-
ly. Soon two drug stores, two general stores,
four groceries, one milling store, two
blacksmith shops, a lumber yard, livery
stable, carpenter shop and a public school



were added to the little town. There were two
physicians, two churches and the Wallace
Lodge and Eastern Star. Among the officers
were the late R.F. Wyan and C.P. Tutt, and
W.B. Kerns, who continues to live in Bunce-
ton with his daughters, Misses Frances and
Louise, who during their father's declining
years have charge of the Kern drug store. The
store was one of the first in Bunceton and has
grown from a small establishment to a finely
equipped drug store.

The first postmaster was Henry Withers
and later G.L. Stephens. A. pioneer editor,
E.N. Pizer, published the Bunceton Gazette.
Mr. Pizer, with his son, are at the present
time editors of the Tipton Times, Tipton,
Mo. In later years, the Nelson brothers,
writers with much ability, were editors of the
Bunceton Eagle, a publication which is
cherished in the memory of many.

The pages of time have been turning and
during the years two more churches have
been built. More stores, homes and a brick
school building located in the center of the
town. Good teachers, with the help and co-
operation of the school board and patrons,
made the school a successful institution.

Bunceton Fair Is Well
Remembered

An event that is remembered by many was
the Bunceton Fair, which was a homecoming
for those who were away and a gathering
place for neighbors and friends to visit and
enjoy each other's company as well as the art
exhibits, stock shows and races. There were
not many cars then and folks traveled many
miles in buggies, carriages and on horseback
to spend the day at the fair.

In 1907 the New Presbyterian church was
erected. It was a beautiful brick building,
which was the joy and pride of many in the
town and community. At the dedication of
this church a large crowd came to worship in
the new sanctuary.

Several years later the Princess Theater
was erected, and this building has been and
still is the scene of many happy occasions.

Last Run For Train

In 1937 the last Missouri Pacific train, the
old 2657 made its last run through Bunceton.
Many gathered at the depot on the evening
of that day to bid farewell to the train and its
crew.

Good roads and different means of trans-
portation had caused the train, which seemed
like an old friend, to leave our midst. Its
cheerful whistle and long loud blast had been
heard for almost 70 years and many of the
older people were sad because of its depar-
ture.

A short time later the high and grade school
building was destroyed by fire. This was a
great loss and it was necessary to continue the
school work in several different buildings
until the new school, a large brick structure
was erected in east Bunceton in 1938-39. The
town and community are indeed proud of this
lovely, spacious building where our youth of
today are acquiring their education, fitting
them to travel life's highway with enlighten-
ed minds and hearts centered on some worthy
goal.

Cemetery Is God's Acre

I must add to my word picture our Masonic
Cemetery in North Bunceton, a quiet spot for
God's Acre, made beautiful by blooming
peonies, tulips and roses. Here are buried
many who have contributed much to the
progress of Bunceton. Their courageous
spirit lives in the hearts of those who carry
on today.

Thus, through depression and wars, Bun-
ceton still retains her courage and though
many of our youth are away the faithful few
who remain are striving to keep the home-
town a place worthy of their return.

We have a Sunday school and church were
members of the three different churches meet
in unity and harmony with a sincere desired
to share in Christian service.

We are indeed fortunate to have the Rev.
E.F. Abele, pastor of the Boonville Evangeli-
cal church, preach for us at an evening service
twice a month. The Baptist church has a fine
Sunday school and church attendance with
the Rev. J.T. Wilcoxen of Fayette, minister.
We also have the Grace Lutheran church with
service each Sunday afternoon with the Rev.
Retler of Clark's Fork as speaker.

Bunceton has always gone over her quota
in War Bond and Red Cross drives.

To you, who are readers of this little sketch,
I wash to say, "Bunceton is my home and
after a day's journey I have never seen a
prettier picture than the view which greets
me when I return over the hill to our little
town. Its friendly lights seem to welcome me
and there is a quietness and peace of mind
not realized elsewhere.

"There are memories too which have
lingered through the years. Memories of
those who once walked the streets of our little
town, a friendly word, a deed of kindness
never to be forgotten.

"These then, the words we speak, the deeds
we do, along with our life work today, are
what will make interesting history and
cherished memories of our little town for
those of tomorrow."

by Mrs. W.A. Eichelberger

BUNCETON'S
THRILLING PAST
INSPIRES IT TO

ASSURE
PROGRESSIVE
FUTURE
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The last century has been characterized by
many and great changes. Time, the wonder
worker, has written change everywhere. In
many instances a rough log but or a small
village constituted the nucleus around which
gathered those forces which today constitute
the nerve center of the business world.

In the grand old common-wealth of Mis-
souri and in the center of far-famed Cooper
County there was such a nucleus, and from
it has grown the thriving city of Bunceton.

Bunceton, was laid out by Harvey Bunce
on May 11, 1868 and forty years ago was

recognized as the best city of one thousand
inhabitants in the state.

A Shipping Center

As abusiness center it was unsurpassed for
a town of its size. More grain and livestock
was annually shipped from Bunceton than
from any other town of like population in
Missouri.

The Bunceton mill (flouring) was built in
1874, by Miller, Rogers and company at a cost
of $15,000. This mill was in successful
operation for a great number of years, having
a capacity of about 200 barrels every twenty-
four hours.

One of the popular hotels of forty years ago
was the "Travelers Home" conducted by
Mrs. Eva E. Coe. The "Home" was the only
$2 per day house in the city and as the
accommodations were the best the price was
very popular with commercial travelers. This
hotel is located on Elm street and is now
owned by Mrs. Huldah Coleman.

Early Leaders

The Bank of Bunceton was organized Dec.
10, 1888 and was the first bank ever to be
opened in Bunceton. The organization elec-
ted the following officers: J.H. Goodwin,
president; Edward Cramer, vice-president;
and E.W. Moore, cashier. The Cooper County
Bank was organized in 1893 with the follow-
ing officers: Judge J.A. Walker, president;
G.L. Stephens, vice-president, and W.J.
Boschert, cashier. These men have all passed
away with the exception of E.W. Moore, who
now resides in Kansas City, Mo.

Wallace lodge No. 456, A.F. and A.M. was
organized in Oct. 1872 with the following
charter members: Wesley J. Wyan, W.M.;
William V. Van Ostern, S.W.; J.W. Rankin,
J.W.; Joshua E. Stephens, secretary, and
Thomas J. Wallace, treasurer.

The first postmaster in Bunceton was
Henry Withers, the present postmaster is
Raymond Elliott.

The first station agent at this place was
Cap. F.A. Rogers. The first two physicians
here were Dr. W.S. Harwood and Dr. Wade
Howard.

Sixty-eight years ago last November the
first train passed through Bunceton. Milt
Stall of Tipton, was the first regular engineer
on this train and his daughter, Mrs. Bessie
Gentry, who is now in business in Bunceton,
rode on the train when it made its last run a
year ago.

The first house built in Bunceton is now
the Mrs. C.W. Cully residence. This house
was built by Beverly Bunce in 1868.

Lon Force has lived in Bunceton longer
than any white local citizen. He came to
Bunceton in 1869 having lived here 67 years.
When he first came to Bunceton the only
business places here were the depot, a
blacksmith shop, owned by Mr. Patterson, a
brother of the late Thompson Patterson, a
general store owned by Edward Cramer and
a saloon owned by Frank White. Wid and Ab.
Newman (colored) have lived where Bunce-
ton now is for about seventy-five years.

Business Pioneers

W.B. Kerns, a beloved gentleman and a
druggist of state-wide note, has been a
resident of this county since 1871 and a



business man of Bunceton since 1881. Fifty-
six years Mr. Kerns has served the people of
Bunceton and is by far the oldest man from
a business standpoint in business in Bunce-
ton.

In the early nineties Bunceton
supported a pay school known as the Rogers
Academy and located near where Mrs. Gray
Amick now lives. Prof. Stern Rogers taught
this school for a number of years. He also
edited a paper later selling it to Mr. Gold
who in turn sold it to L.O. and W.L. Nelson
and it became known as the Bunceton
Weekly Eagle.

The first public school in Bunceton was
known as the Parish Institute, and was taught
by Prof. D.R. Cully. Bunceton now has a four-
year, fully approved high school and our
splendid educational facilities are the pride
of our people.

We have a fourth class postoffice which
makes it a presidential appointive office. We
have four churches and each supports part-
time pastors.

Bunceton was made famous twelve years
when the Nelson rally was held on the late Dr.
Nelson farm five miles southwest of Bunce-
ton when thousands of people attended and
it has since been referred to as the "Battle of
Bunceton."

About this time Bunceton was visited by
a very destructive fire burning a whole block
of nice business houses which have never
been rebuilt.

Several prominent men were born and
received their education at Bunceton. Among
them is our own congressman, W.L. Nelson,
who was born east of Bunceton and taught in
the public school here and was also editor of
the Bunceton Weekly Eagle.

Despite many discouraging things Bunce-
ton is still a good town with beautiful homes
and lawns and has an up-to-date hotel, a
bank, theatre, two good doctors, a dentist, a
veterinarian, and a number of good business
places.

Willing To Aid

The secret of much of our success lies in the
fact that our citizens are progressive. Now-
here can a class of business men be found who
are more willing to aid in any enterprise
which has for its object the general welfare
of their town. Such men are the props and
stays — the pillars of progress — upon which
our future depends.

Among the progressive Bunceton business
men who extend greetings and a welcome to
friends and patrons everywhere (see opposite
page) are W.B. Lane, president of the
Bunceton State Bank; W.B. Kerns and Miss
Florence Kerns of Kern's Drug Store; F.E.
Filler, manager of the Farmers Elevator Co.;
H.L. Shirley, secretary of the Cooper County
Farmers Mutual Insurance Co.; W.J. Eichel-
berger, manager of the C.J. Harris Lumber
Co.; and C.F. Gerhardt & Son, who recently
moved there from Speed with the McCor-
mick-Deering and International Harvester
Truck Line. They welcome you.

by Mrs. Ethelyn Nelson

"BATTLE
OF
BUNCETON"
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Survey Notes from the Friends of Historic
Boonville

Many of the older residents of Cooper
County can still vividly remember the mam-
moth political rally and barbecue held at Dr.
Arthur Wesley Nelson's "Eastwood" estate
six miles southwest of Bunceton on Monday,
September 15, 1924, to kick off the Missouri
Democratic party's campaign for that year.
The featured speakers for the occasion were
Dr. Nelson, Democratic candidate for gover-
nor, and John W. Davis, the Democratic
presidential nominee. Other distinguished
guests were Mrs. Kate Morrow, nominee for
Secretary of State and the first woman to be
nominated for a State Office in Missouri; the
aging former Missouri governor, A.M. Dock-
ery; 8th District Congressman, W.L. Nelson
(a relative of Dr. Nelson); and John Cosgrove
of Boonville who had just turned 86 and was
the oldest Democrat to attend the rally.

Dr. Nelson and the Democratic Central
Committee went tO Syracuse, Mo., about
mid-morning to greet presidential candidate
Davis who arrived by special railroad coach
from Kansas City, and the two nominees,
along with a large press corps, proceeded to
"Eastwood" where they were greeted by a
band playing "Dixi" and an enthusiastic
demonstration.

Arrangements had been made by general
chairman, Dr. R.G. Kelly and co-chairman,
Lt. Col. Rae Johnson, for about 40,000
people, but considerably more people showed
up than had been anticipated. Estimates of
the crowd ranged from 50,000 to as high as
100,000. Masters of Barbecue were George A.
Weyland and Walt Windsor. They super-
vised the preparation of 16,000 pounds of
beef and 3,000 pounds of mutton, but this was
consumed only an hour or two after the
dinner gong was sounded at 11:30 a.m. Some
1400 watermelons (donated by Paul Moore of
Charleston, Mo.) were also rapidly consumed
along with at least 800 gallons of coffee,
stacks of country ham sandwiches, deviled
eggs and huge pans of fried chicken. Despite
this gargantuan outlay of food many people
went hungry.

By noon the crowd was already approach-
ing the original estimate of 40,000 people, and
cars were backed up for 30 miles in every
direction on the narrow dirt roads, leading to
"Eastwood" (this was before the paving of the
county roads). Some people never arrived at
the rally due to the traffic jams. Nelson
Leonard, supervisor of grounds, and Roy D.
Williams, supervisor of traffic and transpor-
tation, did their best to provide some order
for the overflow crowd, but everyone con-
cerned soon realized the task was hopeless.

At 2:00 in the afternoon the program began
in a huge tent set up directly in front of the
"Eastwood" mansion. Congressman W.L.
Nelson introduced his kinsman, Dr. Arthur
Nelson, whose speech was followed by one
from presidential nominee, Davis. The
weather, which had been threatening all day,
finally broke during Davis's speech. As rain
began to fall, the crowd scattered and cars
started leaving in large numbers. Many cars
became mired in the muddy roads, backing
up traffic for miles. At least one traffic jam

resulted from a car that stopped to fix a flat
tire on the old covered bridge that used to
cross the Petite Saline at Billingsville. By
nightfall there were still hundreds of cars
stranded on the roads and many people either
spent the night in their cars or took refuge in
nearby schools, churches and farmhouses.
One of the unsung heroes of the "battle" was
Jacob Deck, Jr. who walked from Boonville
to Bell Air with a lantern helping to clear the
road of stalled and stuck cars. In Boonville
the courthouse was thrown open and restau-
rants remained open all night to feed the
hungry.

In the ensuing election Davis lost to Calvin
Coolidge and Dr. Nelson, although he carried
Cooper County, was defeated in a close race
with Republican Sam Baker. Some people
have speculated that the events of the day
were an omen of the defeat both men
suffered, but none of those who attended
would ever forget that wild and chaotic day
when what came to be known as the "Battle
of Bunceton" was fought on the muddy roads
of Cooper County.

by Robert Dyer

WHY I CAME TO
MISSOURI

T29

No historical edition of a Cooper County
newspaper would be complete without an
article from the pen of Prof. D.R. Cully, who
is without doubt the most widely known and
best beloved of all the early educators who
had so much to do in molding the thought of
the country's young people and pointing the
way to better things. Hundreds of Eagle
readers now grown old and with children and
grandchildren of their own, were his pupils
in the days of long ago. He taught them much
that was not found between the covers of the
textbooks. He inspired them to live a life
worthwhile. He has become to them and the
generation that followed more than an indi-
vidual — he is a county institution. Gentle in
manner, highly educated, a fine conversa-
tionalist, a delightful companion and true
friend, he is going down the shady slope of
life, loved and honored by all who know him.

The good he has done cannot be calculated.
His good works shall live after him and his
beneficient influence shall travel in ever-
widening circles.

Prof. Cully was born in Wayne County,
Ohio, January 17, 1836, and following his
graduation from Jefferson College in 1858 he
came to Cooper County and began his life
work. He taught very successfully for many
years in this county and later served as
superintendent of the Sedalia schools and at
Paris, Texas.

In the following article Prof. Cully writes
on the theme "Why I came to Missouri"

In accordance with the custom prevailing
before the Civil war, many of the graduates
of our older colleges engaged in teaching.
There were no public schools in existence
then as now. Academies supplied the places
of those schools. There were no normal
schools sending out yearly numbers of teach-
ers, so our people naturally looked to other
sources for those who were to instruct the
young. A number of my former fellow-stu-



dents both at the Academy and College
which I attended, had come to Missouri
and through them I finally was induced to
come to Missouri. The spoke in such high
terms of the people and the resources of the
country and of the great opportunities there
afforded the young man to succeed in any line
of work. The writer was in a class of eighty-
three who upon their graduation scattered
to all parts of the country. Our College-
Jefferson, now Washington and Jefferson,
was largely patronized by the South. The
Academies of Maryland, Kentucky, Virginia
and Pennsylvania supplied most of the
students who took the places of those who
left upon their graduation. There were
few Colleges or Universities at that time
west of the Alleghanies, so that a few came
from the states carved out of the
northwestern territory.

During the 50's the great political question
before the country was that of the extension
of slave territory. In 1854 Stephens A.
Douglas had secured the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise and this added fuel to
the flame. Whether Kansas should be admit-
ted as a free or a slave state naturally
centered the attention of the county upon the
two states of Missouri and Kansas. At that
time there were no transcontinental rail-
roads; there were no north and south roads
as now and as a result, there was no communi-
cation of the people of the north and south
as now. Ignorance of the conditions in the
south prevailed among the north and vice-
versa. The south did not understand the
north. This ultimately led to the Civil War.
The people of Missouri were denominated by
the Eastern press as "Border Ruffians" and
those of Kansas "Jay Hawkers" by the
opposite party.

When starting for Missouri I met a Presby-
terian minister who inquired about my
destination and upon my informing him
that I was going to Missouri he exclaimed,
"What, Going to Missouri? Why they will
hang you to the first tree you come to!" "No,"
1 replied, "my friends who have been there
for many years give great praise to the people
residing there and they are not such as you
imagine them to be."

Boonville was my destination. Upon arriv-
ing at St. Louis, I took the Missouri Pacific
train to Jefferson City, from there by boat to
Boonville. The Missouri Pacific road had
been completed as far west as Tipton so that
passengers for Boonville, Glasgow, Lex-
ington, etc. went by boat to those towns from
Jefferson City. Here for the first time, I met
a number of older merchants of Boonville as
well as some from the towns above. Landing
at Boonville, I remained there for a short time
and had a good opportunity to find out for
myself the true conditions of affairs. There
were many from Virginia and Kentucky.
There were others from Eastern states. All
seemed to have prospered here. Boonville
then was the center of trade for a large section
of country to the southwest. Merchandise for
Ft. Scott and intervening points was handled
by ox teams, mule teams, etc. and I made
it a point to converse with those in charge of
such conveyances and to learn as much as
possible about the country and people to the
south and southwest. My friends who had
preceded me here had not exaggerated in the
least the charms of Missouri. The people
whom I met were of the very best. They were
the very opposite of what they had been
pictured to be by much of the eastern press

and through whose influence many impres-
sions had been made upon the minds of their
readers.

There were but few schools in the country
then; no public school system as now. The
farmers, with means sent their daughters and
sons to boarding schools. Being late on the
ground, I decided to undertake the work of
teaching in the southern part of Cooper
County. A log church building had been used
for both church and school purposes. It was
located in a beautiful grove of walnut, oak,
ash and hickory trees, two miles east of the
present site of Vermont. There was no
enclosure. Why undertake to conduct school
in such a building? I recollected that the
college from which I had just graduated had
its beginning in a one-room log house where
for ten years two noted divines carried on a
most successful school and I can now add by
way of parenthesis that no president or faulty
in buildings have accomplished what was
done by those two pioneers.

There was no course of study to be pursued.
Whatever was needed was taught. Primary,
grammar grades, the high school course and
even more were taken up. After a ten months
term expired and at the close, an oral
examination was had, an address was deliv-
ered and at noon a fine dinner was served by
the good ladies of the neighborhood. The
following year a good school building was
erected by the voluntary contributions of
students who came here from adjoining
countries, but the Civil War came on in the
meantime. Families were broken up, some
were compelled to leave. This compelled a
discontinuance of the school. In 1864, going
to Boonville, I took charge as principal of
Missouri Female College. At that time there
were there three female boarding schools, all
well patronized and two private schools for
boys. Of the teachers of Boonville at that time
were two graduates of the University of
Virginia, three from Jefferson College, two
from the University of Missouri, one from
Dartmouth, one from Mt. Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts. Boys were taught entirely separate
by men even down from the grammar grades
up.
Time has brought some changes which I
cannot refrain from mentioning. Little How-
ard Sutherland, the son of John W. and Mrs.
Julia (Reavis) Sutherland is now the United
States Senator from West Virginia. The little
Walter Williams, just beginning to walk, is
now the honored Dean of Journalism at our
State University. His older brother, William,
then a school boy, rose to the head of the legal
profession before his death a few years ago.
John M. Kennedy, who conducted a boys'
school and who married Miss Elizabeth
Miller, the daughter of Judge George W.
Miller, for many years our district Judge,
went to Pittsburgh, entered a prominent law
firm and became noted as a jurist. Professor
Weaver, of Dartmouth, went to New York,
became a partner of the law firm of Conklings
and was renowned in his day. He married
Miss Nannie Cope, of Boonville.

In 1866 I returned to take charge of a
private school three miles north east of
Bunceton where there was then a demand for
an Academy or High School. This school was
known as Cully and Simpson's Institute. Of
these schools mentioned, it is my great desire
to write of the students who attended them,
but it is impossible to do this in a brief article
at this time.

& Co. was formed with the late Fred
Sauter, A.H. Sauter and John Weber as
partners and their store was opened in
Boonville. The venture was successful from
the start and the business grew through the
years, succeeding generations of the same
families trading with Sauter & Co. because of
their confirmed confidence and satisfactory
experience with the firm.

In 1905 the business was incorporated as
the Sauter Mercantile Company with Fred
Sauter as president and A.H. Sauter, secre-
tary and treasurer, and the business contin-
ued upon a more extensive scale in the large
building with three floors, owned by the
company, at the north east corner of Main
and Spring Street.

Following the death of Fred Sauter, Sep-
tember 21, 1918, the remaining officers and
stockholders of the company resolved to close
out their stock, retaining ownership of their
fine building, which was done March 21,
1919.

Prof. A.H. Sauter, a musician of marked
natural ability and superior training and
skill, conducted during his entire business
experience a separate department for the sale
of pianos, organs and other musical instru-
ments and accessories which he still contin-
ues, in a part of the Sauter Building.

A.H. Sauter was born, November 17, 1847,
in South Germany, came with his parents to
Missouri in 1859, settling on a farm in
Moniteau County, later removing to Cooper
County and afterwards to Boonville where he
has lived since 1870, occupying a leading
position in the business, financial and civic
life of the city and community and holding
the esteem, confidence and respect of all.

by Estelle Snow

BUFFALO PRAIRIE
CORN SHOW
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Report of Corn Show Held at
Buffalo Prairie School House on
Last Saturday, Nov. 35th.

The corn show, which was held at the
Buffalo Prairie school house last Saturday,
was attended by a large crowd from the
district and surrounding country and was a
decided success.

The committee on arrangements was kept
busy placing the exhibits in their respective
places, as they were being brought in by the
people of the district. The display, when
completed, passed the most sanguine expec-
tation of all present, and would have been a
credit to any county fair.

While the men were engaged in arranging
their exhibits, the ladies of the community
were busily employed in spreading dinner,
such as only they know how to prepare and
serve, and which was certainly enjoyed by all
present.

Prof. Emberson of the University, was
present and acted as judge. Supt. Rothgeb
was also present and of the schools of the
county, and the particular needs of the
Buffalo District. He was followed by Prof.
Emberson, who complimented the people of
the Buffalo District very highly for the great



interest they had taken in getting up such a
grand display of farm products, which he
declared to be the best of its kind that he had
ever seen, and urged them to continue in this
good work. After the speaking, premiums
were awarded to the following.

Best 10 ears Reid's Yellow Dent, $3.00,
Joseph Thompson, Jr.

Second, $2.00, William Thompson.

Third, 1.00, Albert Racy.

Best 10 ears Boone Co. White, $3.00

Second, $2.00, Frank Miller.

Third, 1.00, Syl Miller.

Best 10 ears any variety, $5.00 Dewy Smith.

Second, $3.00, John McCutchen, Sr.

Third, $2.00, Jos. Twenter.

Best Single ear, $2.00, C.F. Smith.

Best 10 ears red corn, $1.00, Syl Miller.

Best 10 ears pop corn, $1.00, C.F. Smith.

Best 10 ears cob pipe corn, $1.00, Dewy
Smith.

Boys Under 16

Best 10 ears any variety, $5.00, Al Stone.

Second, $3.00, Barney Meyer.

Third, $1.00, P.L. Dix.

Best Irish potatoes, $1.00. Dewy Smith.

Peck sweet potatoes, $1.00, Barney Martin.

Peck red wheat, $1.00, Jno. Schler.

Largest sweet potato, 504, Tern Piatt.

Largest Pumpkin, $1.00, Albert Rac

Best made calico dress by girl under 16,

$3.00, Geneva Martin.

Second, $2.00, Anna Hoff.

Prettiest calico quilt, $1.00, Mar Gherke.
Prettiest silk quilt, $1.00 Mrs. Chas Pol-
lard.

Neatest job of patching, $1.00, Mr. C.F.

Smith.
Best map of Missouri, $1.00, Viol Thorne.
Best map, Buffalo District, $1.00 John
Hayes.
Best loaf of light bread, $2.00, Mr. Jos.
Twenter.

Best quart pear preserves, $1.00 Mrs. Jno.
McCutchen.

Best half gallon canned pears,$1.00 Mrs.
C.F. Smith.

Best quart strawberry preserves $1.00 Mrs.
Dee Smith.

Best cake, 1 Ib. candy, Mrs. Dee Smith.
Best plate of apples, $1.00, Mrs. L.N.
Hoff — Contributed.

by Mrs. Homer Twenter

CLIFTON CITY
T31

It Evolved From a Mill To a
Thriving Town, to a Farming
Center

Founded by Kentuckian in 1832, Clinton
City is more country than town. George
Cramner, born in Delaware in 1801, came
from Parish, Ken., and settled in Clifton in
1832. He was a millright and a skillful
mechanic.

He and James H. Glasgow built what was
known as Cramner Mill. The mill was located
exactly where the Missouri, Kansas and
Texas Railroad now crosses the Laraine
River. Cramner named the place Clifton.
Others were associated with this mill, as it
supplied the entire community with flour,

meal and sawed the first lumber, replacing
the hand-hewn pieces. There was also a wool
carding machine.

After selling the mill to Corum, he bought
the John Caton place and built a log house.

In 1841, Joseph H. Bridges, a Virginian
born in 1825 came with his family and
purchased 153 acres from Cramner, one
quarter of a mile from Clifton City. This farm
is owned now by Oliver Bridges, a great-
grandson.

There are numerous stories of the early
days when the first trading posts and liquor
stills (names of owners not known) were
operated. There were many fist fights and
battles but no real crimes.

One story that still holds good is the
Matthews Bluff one. A hunter named Mat-
thew Con told of an encounter he had with
a bear at the top of the bluff. They both
tumbled the 500 feet down the bluff, he said,
Matthew being the winner.

Another story was of a brave hero named
Mike Chism, who lived near the Bidstrup
Place. He had a wife and two small children.
There were rumors the Osage Indians were
coming to attack the community, and he and
his family prepared to evacuate. When he
heard foot steps he fell down and crawled into
weeds, leaving the wife and children behind.

Now comes the story of Clifton City. After
the city was surveyed in 1811 and construc-
tion was underway from St. Louis to Boon-
ville, a man named Peter N. LaDue came
from St. Louis, on Sept. 28, 1873. He bought
and surveyed a plot situated in the northeast
quarter of section 18 and in the northwest
quarter of section 17, both township 46, range
19.

The Katy had laid out a plot on the Lamine
River for the town, where the old mill stood
and called it Adam, but it was never used and
today it is owned by Mrs. Hattie Farris.

In December, 1875 the first lot was sold to
J.E. Potter for the first store and postoffice
in Clifton City. He operated it until 1919,
when he vacated it and moved to a newer
building. The post office has changed several
times; at that time it was operated quite
differently from today. When the depot agent
delivered the mail to the store, it was opened
and the post master called the name on each
article and if there they received it, if not it
was pigeonholed until next mail where it was
called again. The process was repeated until
it was finally delivered to its owner.

This has always been a fruitful community
with the rich farm land, plentiful streams and
the Laraine River. It produced an abundance
of corn, wheat, oats and wonderful hay,
making stock raising of all kinds a remunera-
tive business.

At one time the town supported the Clifton
City Bank, two doctors, two drug stores, three
general stores, a hardware store, lumber yard,
telephone exchange, two blacksmith shops,
and of course the Katy depot. The original
burned in 1907 and was replaced by a new,
slate-roofed one. It was moved away in 1925
and now only a tool house remains.

The first church was organized by Method-
ist in 1872. They met in log school houses,
located at the old crossroads and was called
"Cold Neck." They purchased five lots from
LaDue and erected the building which still
stands in its original form.

It has always been open and services held.
At present there is a sign on the corner of

Highway 135 that reads, "Welcome to Clifton
City Methodist Church."

About 10 years later the St. Joseph's
Catholic Church was built. The plot was
given by Pat Creagan, who with John Devine
and other members solicited and supervised
the work under the direction of the bishop.
The name of the bishop is unknown as the
church records burned during a fire in
Sedalia's St. Patrick's Church. This church
was a mission church of the Sedalia one at
that time.

On January 29, 1961 the original church
burned and was rebuilt and dedicated Nov.
18, 1962 by the Rev. Msgr. Joseph Vogelweid.
The structure is brick veneer, situated on the
original plot, but not on same foundation.

The Pentecostal Church was organized in
March, 1945. The congregation purchased a
building and remodeled it in March, 1946.

In April, 1951, they were having services
and a storm came up. Most of the members
had left for home when lightning struck the
church and it burned. At once, donations
from other churches began to come in and at
the beginning of fall all the material for a
cement block building was on the grounds. It
was finished in 1952, the work done by the
members. In August, 1953 it was dedicated
by the Rev. Irvin Kelly.

There are a few places still owned by the
original families — Oliver Bridges owns the
old Cramner place, bought by his grandfath-
er. The old log house was torn down and
replaced.

Jake Harlow owns the farm purchased by
his father, Willie Harlow, after coming from
Kentucky in 1855. The original house that his
father built still stands and Jake was born in
this house.

Jake H. Potter owns and lives in the first
house built in 1879 in Clifton City. It was
built by his father J.E. Potter, and Jake was
born there.

The old Streit farm, 1 and one half miles
east of Clifton City, still remains in the Streit
family. It was purchased by John A. Streit
from John Neal. It comprises 600 acres on the
Lamine River. The old log house still stands,
and part of the one room originally built has
been added to. It is owned by Mrs. Maurice
(Streit) Bluhn and the other Streit heirs,
however the house is vacant.

William H. Blythe came from Kentucky in
1855, bought 192 acres and built a substantial
and good looking home, still standing as built.
This is a log house, at present owned by
Thomas L. Fairfax of Independence.

The Charley McCarty farm bought in 1846
has 911/2 acres west of town. He built a four-
room house with a long porch on the east of
two of the rooms. It stands as was built, and
was the first house to have water running in,
pumped by a windmill. It has changed hands
many times, and is now owned by Joe Arnold,
just recently purchased from Walter P.
Sparts.

The original homes still standing in Clifton
City are the Mary Neal place owned by Mrs.
Frank Young; the Milton McCarty house, by
Lester Stone; the Elias Stone home, by Lee
Cozad; and the Doctor Culp house, by Mrs.
Daisy Hegdon or Mrs. W.B. Hurt.

Now the bank is gone, with two grocery
stores and a filling station remaining. The
school is with Otterville Consolidated.

In 1965, Clifton City, proudly for a village
of less than 100 supports three churches; the



Catholic Church has quite a few families
supporting it.

by Robert L. Dyer

LIFELONG RESIDENT
TAKES NOSTALGIC
LOOK AT CLIFTON
CITY PAST
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(Editor's note: Mrs. Essie Holmes, a young
and spirited 85 years old, has lived almost all
her life in Clifton City. She saw the town
when it was a booming market place and has
seen that image wither away with time. In the
following narrative Mrs. Holmes takes a
nostalgic look at her hometown.)

Clifton City — As I think back of the time
that has passed since I first moved to Clifton
City I see a great change in the town and
surrounding communities of Beaman, Love-
lace, Lookout, Longwood, and Lamine.

At one time all those communities had
their own schools and postoffices. Not that
has all been replaced by consolidated school
districts and rural mail delivery.

Seventy-five years ago my father, James E.
Potter, had the only general store in the
trading area. When I say trading, I mean it
consisted of my father’s store, a man named
Devine and three others who also bought
cattle, hogs and other livestock.

Each Monday morning the farmers drove
in what stock they had for the market and
placed them in stock pens. By about 2 o'clock
in the afternoon the stock had all been
weighed, graded, paid for and loaded into
stock cars.

Produce and poultry were handled in a
different manner. About four times each year
the chickens, geese, ducks and guineas were
brought into town in covered wagons. They
were then bought and shipped to St. Louis by
rail.

At one time a family north of Clifton City
had a large flock of chickens. Every day one
of the family's girls was at the back door of
our house with a large basket of eggs to sell.

My father bought the eggs from her for 5
to 10 cents a dozen — at that time a splendid
price. My father didn't pay her, but gave her
a due bill. About the time school was to start
she came into our store and purchased winter
shoes for all six children in her family,
underwear, and boys' blue work shirts and
this served as the pay for all those eggs.

The eggs my father purchased would be
crated and sent on the 6 p.m. express train
to St. Louis.

During the first 25 years of this century the
town was in what you might call the begin-
ning of its "heydays." McCarty Bridges and
Earl Nicewarner built new cement buildings
and began operating general stores. Hooper
and Todd built blacksmith shops. Harris had
a lumber yard. Rogers owned a hardware
store. Deyo and Wheeler operated drug
stores, and there was a pay telephone office.

The main conversation of the day was
about the rural mail and how the country
roads could be graded and improved. After
1925 Clifton City experienced another boom.
The school was remodeled into two rooms

and two teachers were employed.

Later came the bank, two medical doctors,
about 12 new houses and a telephone office
for local service. But soon changes put an end
to the boom.

Many of the early farmers around Clifton
City sold their land or gave it to the younger
children, who later moved away. The great
depression of 1919 hurt the town like it hurt
the nation.

After we came out of the grip of the
depression, one of the greatest improvements
in the eyes of the rural folks was made. Farm
to market roads were established and this
lifted the farmers "out of the mud."

The farm to market road which connects
U.S. Highway 50 to Route E was built in 1934
and 1935.

This was before the early days of the
automobile. How well I remember these first
days of the auto. People would get dressed up
for a certain occasion, hop in their car and
attempt to forge through mud roads. The car
would slip off the road into a ditch and would
have to be pulled out with a team of mules.

This wrecked all the car-owner's antici-
pated pleasure and they would come home
muddy, tired and disgusted.

Rural children were soon bussed to other
schools and enjoyed the privileges of the
larger schools.

The farmers whom I had come to know so
well during those early years are mostly all
gone now. At present only a few farms remain
in the hands of ancestors of the original
owners — The Streits, the Bridges, the
Bidstrups and the Harlans.

The stores, drug stores, bank, lumber yard,
telephone office and school are now all gone.
The only business in town is a combination
grocery-garage operated by Don and Lyle
Aggler.

Yet through all the economic and social
changes that have beset Clifton City, it still
maintains the first church built in 1872 — the
Clifton City Methodist. The St. Joseph
Catholic Church built in 1882 is still here, too.
The Pentecostal Church built in 1945 is the
newest church in town.

However, the original structures of the
Catholic and Pentecostal churches were

destroyed by fire and lightning and then
replaced by new buildings.

by Robert L. Dyer

CLIFTON CITY THEN
AND NOW
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Al Neyhart

Al Neyhart, James E. Potter's great-grand-
son, is a fourth generation Cooper Countian.
Al is a Missouri Real Estate Broker. The
building supporting the American Flag is his
grandfather's, Jabe H. Potter's, third and
‘new' family store. It was built in 1904 by
Nicewarners. It is now operated by Al as a
Flea Market and Tattoo-Studio — Photogra-
phy Shop.

The "dirt-mud-road-trail" is Highway
BB. It was paved in approximately 1958.

Jake Potter's General Store



Clifton City 1909

The third store (going up the hill) is the
only business still in existence. It was Al's
grandfather, Jabe H. Potter's, general
merchandise store till his retirement. Al's
mother, Imogene Potter, taught school in
Cliffton City approximately 1938-1941.
Imogene and husband, Al Neyhart, Sr., ran
the store til 1976. The Clifton City view
is to the North (Pilot Grove). James E.
Potter's original store is in the foreground. It
bumed in 1921. MKT. RR Agent is in
foreground. The tracks were ripped off
and sold as scrap June 2, 1987.

Clifton City 1909 — View to East from
Highway BB. Bank, Business and C.G. Todd
Horseshoeing. (From collection of Al Ney-
hart).

by Al Neyhart

ONCE A BUSY
COUNTRY TOWN,
COTTON FACES
EXTINCTION
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Cotton — Where Route T ends in southern
Cooper County out the road becomes rocks
and brown dust covers the leaves of roadside
plants and trees, there is the newer incorpo-
rated area known as Caton, founded about

"city limits" are marked by a dilapidated
old gas pump with the glass bowl broken out
of its top and a paintless two-story building
that was once someone's home but now
houses someone else's harvested feed and
scurrying field mice.

Maybe another quarter mile down the road
on the right stands John Hall's old grist mill.
The mill, which once drew its power from
nearby Moniteau Creek, stands and waits for
the land to reclaim it as ivy covers nearly all
exterior and trees grow up from the inside.
John had to sell out in 1945 when he couldn't
get new parts because World War II was
raging in a world far-removed from this quiet
countryside.

Once, there had even been a sawmill near
John's place that Val Harris ran. It had a big
45-horsepower gasoline engine that he put in
in 1926. It's gone, too.

Another quarter mile or so down the road
an old plant bridge crosses the Moniteau. A
couple of houses on the left and another a
little way up the road — and that's Clifton.

That can't be all. Back across the bridge.
Up past the old mill. Porter Long's sitting
with his wife on his back porch after a long,
hot day tending 362 acres. It's five o'clock and
rest is welcome and much deserved.

"My farm equipment's in the old Cotton
store," Porter said. "Course, I've changed
things a little bit. I put metal siding on it and
fixed the roof, but it's the same building.

"This little building next to it was the
original store. It's still got the slot where we
used to drop letters after store hours."

Twice a week the mailman came from
Tipton on horseback or in a one-horse buggy.
The store had a pool hall, too. And a dance
hall in back. And there were sand croquet
courts.

"It didn't cost anything to have a good time
then," Porter said. "It was a good thing, too."

Porter's Uncle Wade Long ran the store
and the pool hall and the dance hall until
1950. He'd bought it from Lloyd Hodges
who'd bought it from Victor Piedmeier who
may have touched off his own house for the
insurance. Who knows, though? Anyway,
Uncle Wade died and so did the store and the
pool hall and the dance hall. And the croquet
courts washed away.

J.A. Dick had a machine shop up the road
from the Longs. And Delbert York was the
blacksmith. Had his shop under that big oak
tree on the east side of the road. Tree's still
there. Shop's been gone since 1946 or so:
That's when Delbert died, you know.

Of course he wasn't the first blacksmith
Cotton had. Charlie Fields and his brother
opened the first one back in the '30's. That's
1830.

And they had a school there, too. Cotton
folks built the first one in 1881 and used it
till 1908 when it got too small. New one was
better equipped, too. But it's gone now. Just
like the kids.

They all went to the cities. Better money
there. More things going on. That's what
happened to Cotton. Their parents and
grandparents died off leaving their little
farms untended. The few folks who like it
where it's quiet bought up all those little
farms and made big ones. Well, bigger
anyway. Porter Long's farm's made up of six
of them, for example.

It's still quiet in Cotton. But it's a different
kind of quiet. You can't hear the squish of
cider presses and butter churns. Or the drip
.. .drp . .. drip of sap slapping the buckets
hung on the maple trees. Spades don't chunk
the ground for fruit cellars. Fires don't
crackle under Mother's lye kettle anymore.

The sound of a tractor engine has replaced
the neighborly voices that gathered in the
Cotton store on Saturday mornings to discuss
the quality of the latest shipment of calico
bolts or barbed wire.

Where Route T ends in southern Cooper
County and the road becomes rocks and
brown dust covers the roadside plants and
trees, there lies the never-incorporated area
known as Cotton.

Cotton — Located in the northeast section
of the village of Cotton is the A.J. Dick home,
former residence of the John McDonald
family, who moved here from Morgan
County, built a home and reared a large
family. The original home consisted of a large
log room, with second story, and a lean-to.
Mrs. McDonald's death occurred in 1896,
after which the family left and the property
passed into the hands of A.J. Dick.

Soon after the Dicks moved to the home,
around 1902, the house burned. With the help
of neighbors, friends and relatives, Dick set
to work on rebuilding. Logs were cut from
native lumber furnished and hauled by
neighbors from surrounding timberland. The
logs were taken to the Adolph Dick saw mill
and converted into lumber for the new home,
a five room structure with porch in front.

A family of six sons and daughters were
reared here. After Mr. Dick's death, just as
preparations were being made to remodel the
house, Mrs. Dick remained only until her
health failed.

The abandoned home is located at the
terminal of state road T from Route J out of
Bunceton.

by Lottie Hunt

NEW LEBANON

New Lebanon Church



Alert Little Village Of New
Lebanon Believes He Builds Well
Who Builds The Man

Residents of town and countryside partici-
pate in a variety of community activities.

Nine miles from any town, on Farm-to-
Market road C. is a little village called New
Lebanon.

Located here is a Presbyterian church
which was organized 125 years ago. The Rev.
Duncan R. Crockett of Boonville is pastor.

At the district school, with Mrs. W.W.
Wolfe, teacher, the pupils not only learn
readin', writin' and 'rithmetic but also art,
good morals and respect for others. A general
merchandise store is owned and operated by
A. Rothgeb, now past 80 years of age, and the
beautiful country cemetery has a board of
trustees who see to its upkeep.

Four mail routes, Bunceton, Otterville,
Pilot Grove and Pleasant Green, bring the
mail daily to the Lebanon community, RE.A.
brings light and power to many homes. Since
all are farmers and farmerettes, you may
think life is dull in and around New Lebanon
— but not so — for the community folks
enjoy a "variety of activities."

Here, is the county's largest 4-H club with
a membership of 27 boys and girls. The girls
are taking I and II year cooking as their
project, the boys are raising better corn and
better live-stock as their project. All their
community meetings, to which every one is
invited, are held at the school house. Clarence
Bergman is president, of this club.

Then, there's the Parent-Teachers Associ-
ation which furnishes recreation for all.
These meetings are held one evening each
month. After the business session a social
hour is enjoyed and refreshments are served.
Mrs. Clarence Hutchison is present of P.T.A.

Oh yes, there's that Home Improvement
Extension club with its 24 members. It is an
active organization and rain or shine every
members goes to club. Do they ever have a
night out? you ask. Of course they do, for they
not only sponsor the 4-Hers but also sponsor
four community "Good Times" each year,
such s shower for newly-weds, ice cream
socials, Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas
parties, and often it's in the wee, small hours
of the morning when these parties break up.
Mrs. L.F. Schupp is president of this club.
Pleasures are also derived from the basket
dinners, the sunrise breakfasts and especially
the company dinners.

In looking back, there are many sad
memories as well as pleasant ones, but New
Lebanon folks are "looking ahead," not just
to the building of better and finer houses, or
more R.E.A. service and modern conven-
iences, but also to the time when their young
folks will be heads of these homes, perhaps
some of them heads of this government, and
in looking ahead they realize that — nothing
is worth the building, unless it builds the
man.

by Mrs. Clarence Hutchison

"MEMORIES OF NEW
LEBANON"
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I was born on July 3, 1908, to Eugene and
Mamie (Lewis) Tomlinson at New Lebanon,
MO. I had two older sisters, Mamie Belle and
Elizabeth. Although Dr. Alfred E. Monroe
had left New Lebanon and gone to Otterville,
he had brought my sisters into the world and
he brought me also. Years later, when we
needed Birth Certificates, he filled out a form
indicating he had been the physician in
attendance, for back then they never had
Birth Certificates. Dr. Fogel was also a doctor
at New Lebanon and later went to Otterville,
where he practiced for many years. Dr.
Monroe came to Sedalia and continued to be
our family doctor for as long as he practiced.
Mother's brother, Thomas G. Lewis, was the
druggist at New Lebanon before he and June
(Fairfax) Lewis moved to Kansas city. Quite
unlike "Princess Beatrice of York", who went
a few days without a name. I was just called
"Baby" until just before Thanksgiving, when
I was at least given the name of "Grace",
although I have never felt worthy of it.

As a girl, Mother attended Otterville
College, riding her horse to and from school
in good weather, side-saddle as was befitting
a young lady at that time. When she would
get to the McNeal hill, Charlie McNeal would
sometimes ride along to school with her.
Later when he was a doctor here in Sedalia,
and he would see the folks, he would kid
Mother about the mare she rode to school.

Our mail was delivered by our much loved
"Daddy Morris" as he was called, from
Bunceton. In summer he would drive at two
wheel cart and Elizabeth and I would some-
times get to ride with him as far as Honey
Creek, before he went on up the hill to
Brumback's and Thomases. Once in a while
I wouldn't want to get out, but he would give
me a hug and kiss and a nickel so I would go
on home with Elizabeth.

Uncle Will Coffman (Mother's brother-in-
law) had the blacksmith shop. We girls liked
to watch him work, but he made us keep at
a safe distance from any stray sparks or
horses. I still have a horseshoe nail he gave
me to pick out hickory nuts which we
gathered from the hickory nut trees that are
still standing in front of New Lebanon
Cemetery. They are good to pick out walnuts,
too . . . better than a nut pick, he said.

Nina Funkhouser was the owner of the first
automobile around New Lebanon. When she
came to town, it was really something to talk
about for days on end and was great for a kid
like me to see. I would cross the road, climb
up the stile to the platform and watch until
her car would disappear in a cloud of dust out
past the cemetery.

When I reached the age of 5 and Miss
Mattie (Palmer) Cole was the teacher, I
wanted to go so bad with Mamie Belle and
Elizabeth to school, so she told Mother and
Dad to just let me go, as she only had Bernard
Thomas in the first grade. She said if I went
a few days I would tire of it and want to stay
home. I loved it and went to 2nd grade with
Bernard also.

Most of all, I liked going to Church on
"Preachin’' Sunday", as it was called. Dad
would go to Pleasant Green in the buggy and
meet the Preacher and tend to any business

he had. Often times he would stay at our
house overnight. There were two stiles that
led up to the big platform (about like a picnic
table) where you could mount your horse if
you wanted to, just past the monument, and
also posts with looped heavy chains, where
people could hitch their horses or teams. The
men went in one door of the church and the
women the other, but I sometimes wished I
could go sit with Dad. At Christmas, gifts
were taken to the Church and the night of the
program, Santa Claus would come and pass
out the gifts. One time when Mr. Sol Rothgeb
was Santa, he came down the aisle pulling
Mrs. Santa (Maggie Rothgeb) in a red tin
wagon, with her whipping him with a switch.
Imagine my delight when that red wagon was
given to Elizabeth.

Once in a while we got to go visit Nancy
Mae (Virginia wasn't around yet), then we
would all go on over to Mr. Dick and Mrs.
Jessie Rothgeb's to see Mabel. I wasn't
interested in boys then so merely tolerated
her brothers.

Dad had a General Merchandise Store —
groceries, piece goods, lace, ribbons, thread,
shoes, candy, hardware — you name it, we had
it. Mother had a Millinery Store upstairs in
our house. You came in at the side entrance
and went up the back stairs. Mother went to
St. Louis to learn the millinery business and
stayed with her Aunt while taking the course.
There were the prettiest leghorn hats with
plumes, ribbons and flowers, sailor hats with
wings and feathers, little black pill type hats
for grannies, all of which was very exciting to
me. There were all kinds of pretty hat pins
with sets, cameos or plain.

New Lebonan was famous for their good
baseball teams and players had regular
baseball uniforms. They also had a croquet
team to be reckoned with. Dad didn't play
baseball, but he was on the croquet team.
Each member had their own heavy ball and
short handled mallet. When my Grandson
was here from Colorado in August, he took
Dad's ball and mallet home with him, along
with the croquet set we bought when [ was
a teenager. Dad would always "beat the socks
off you" playing croquet.

It was great fun to go to the Mill to get some
flour or cornmeal. If they weren't too busy,
Mr. Jabe Potter would give you a ride on the
mill two-wheeler they used in loading flour.
The town well was real deep and never went
dry. The pump had a rod that went up and
down as you pumped and there was always
a tin cup or can on the rod, so any weary
traveler could always get a cold drink.

In the fall we would make several trips up
the lane to Grandma Elizabeth (Carr) Ro-
thgeb's and Aunt Sue Carr's to get apples to
store in the cellar for winter. In summer we
would get "Maiden Blush", but my favorite
for fall was "Missouri Pippins". Mother liked
old "Ben Davis", and they were so dry.

On July 3, 1914, a store building burned at
New Lebanon, and my folks went to try and
help, or look. I was left with my Grandpa
Harvey Lewis, who lived with us then. It was
my birthday, and Grandpa had given me a
silver dollar, which I kept as a keepsake and
have in my lock box. When my folks returned,
I ran to the door to tell Mother Grandpa
wouldn't talk to me, and she said, well, he had
probably just "dozed off'. However, he had
passed away sitting in his chair, listening to
my endless chatter.

My folks sold our house to Mr. and Mrs.



Lee Wolfe and right after that, we moved to
Sedalia, as Mamie Bell was ready for high
school and wanted to go to college to be a
teacher. Our two families visited back and forth
for many years. I still count Clara Bell
Schlotzhauer and Katie Lee Kable among my most
cherished friends. The Wolfe twins, Alma and
Agnes, were born after we came to Sedalia, as well
as Jerome.

A mobile home is not located where our
house used to be. Across the road and pasture was
where my parent's good friends, Jim and E thel
Mayfield lived. Dad always looked forward to
going to New Lebanon on Decoration Day, and
visiting with Laura, Anna Belle and Ruth
Mayfield. Before Dad was married he attended
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, and he said the
negro people used to sit in the balcony of the
church. Also Dad said he went to Boonville
when they had a "hanging". I was never at
Boonville until after I was grown.

It is good to have the opportunity to travel,
"Backward, turn backward, O time, in your
flight, make me a child again just for tonight",
back to New Lebanon for the "Homecoming"
and the old-fashioned basket dinner. This year it
will be held on September 25th — "Preachin'
Sunday", like in my childhood, at "The
Church in the Valley by the Wildwood", which
is also one of my favorite songs. In memory, [
can still see Mrs. Dan (Grace) Rothgeb playing it
on the piano, keeping time to the music by moving
her head back and forth. I always thought it would
be funny if her hat would come off, but of course
it was held securely with a long hat pin. I
would sing lustily (as only a child can do) parts
of the songs I knew, or thought I knew, like
"Bringing in the Cheese", which I learned years
later was sheaves, about which I knew nothing.
Being a store-keeper's daughter, of course cheese
was something of which I was familiar.

by Grace Schwarz
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Harriston, a hamlet of 20 residents, was
located in the southwestern part of Cooper
County 15 miles from Boonville and 3 miles
from Pilot Grove. It was established in 1873
and grew to be an important shipping point
for grain and livestock, with a railroad depot,
a post office, two general stores, a blacksmith
shop, and various other services.

When the MK&T railroad was projected,
Dr. N.W. Harris cooperated warmly and gave
the right-of-way through this farm. A depot
was located there and officially named
Harriston.

Henry W. Harris, son of Dr. Harris, who
later became president of Third National
Bank in Sedalia, was appointed the first
postmaster. H. Brooks was the first depot
agent. His duties were relaying train orders,
handling express, Western Union messages
and selling tickets to train passengers. Dr.
Harris was the physician and owned the
general store. E. Gates made wagons, N.L.
Wilson sold sewing machines, and Peter
Bitsch was a boot and shoemaker.

In 1877 the Sly family from Kentucky,
located in Harriston. William Sly became the
blacksmith and his brother, Jim Sly, a

Plat of Harriston
wagonmaker. Gradually the population grew
to 50 residents.

About 1879 Dr. Harris took over the duties
of postmaster. C.M. Neal became the new
depot agent. Peter Bitsch moved his shoe
shop to Pilot Grove. In 1883 W. Jacobs and
Co. had a general store. A.E. Niggason was
the depot agent and Mr. Price was the section
foreman for the railroad. The Woolery family
owned a store and the Straub family came to
Harriston.

In 1891 William Sly became postmaster
and owner of the general store. J.H. Schlot-
zhauer gave the land for a school which was
organized and named Harriston, about 1896.
Clay Daniels, a stone mason, carved stones
for many of the houses built in the vicinity.

About 1906 William Sly sold his store to
Joe Schupp, who became postmaster. Later
in 1908, the post office was combined with
Pleasant Green. The Schupp family moved
to Sedalia. Mrs. Schupp's parents, Mary and
Clay Daniels and son continued to live in
Harriston. The depot closed and Harriston
was a flag stop for passengers for a few years.
Roy Daniels was the last resident.

Many years later Katie Stoecklein Case
owned the land and restored the last house.
She made her country home there for a few
years. Then she sold to new people. The last

of the descendants of the families of Harris-
ton are gone.

by Mary K. Sly
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Before writing this account of the History
of Otterville, Missouri, the material relating
to the beginning and early times was compi-
led from the following books —

A History of Cooper County Missouri —
Henry C. Levens and Nathaniel M. Drake --
1876 — out of print, but a few copies are
privately owned.

A History of Howard and Cooper Counties
— 1883 — by the O.K. Williams and Com-
pany - entered according to Act of Congress
1883, Library of Congress at Washington.
Reprinted in 1973.

The author for material relating to Otter-
ville was Thomas Jefferson Starke 1823-1903.
He was admitted to the bar and was legal
advisor and Notary Public for this part of the
state. His historical sketches have appeared
in three Cooper County Histories — 1876-
1883-1919. He is buried in Otterville 1.O.O.F.
Cemetery. All reprints from Mr. Starke have
been enclosed within quotation marks.

"The town of Otterville was first called
Elkton. It was laid out by Gideon R. Thomp-
son in the year 1837. The first house built
stood where Judge Butler's house now
stands." It was where the house of Ronald
Hirst and family now reside.

"The town of Otterville was regularly laid
out by W.G. Wear in 1854 though several
houses had been built previously to that time
within its present limits.

"There was no Post Office in Otterville
until about 1848. The mail for this neighbor-
hood was supplied from Arator Post
Office" - some ten miles west and in Pettis
County. "The mail route from Arator was a
special one and was carried on horseback by a
small boy riding a grey pony called "Tom."
The mail carrier - then the small boy, James
H. Wear, son of W.G. Wear, made the ride
twice a week. He later became one of the
leading merchants of St. Louis." The
development of the Missouri Pacific
railway allowed mail be brought to town
by train. Today it is delivered by
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motorized vehicles to the new and very
modern Post Office in Otterville.

"The Missouri Pacific railroad was com-
pleted to Otterville from St. Louis in 1860
and this place for a short time became the
terminus. Whilst the road remained here, and
in fact for a long time previous, Otterville
commanded quite a brisk trade, presented a
very active and business like appearance, and
indeed for a time, it flourished like a "green
bay tree." But it was not destined to enjoy
this prosperity long. The railroad company
soon pulled up stakes and transferred the
terminus to the then insignificant village of
Sedalia — in its infancy, had scarcely been
christened, but, though young — has become
the county seat of the richest counties in the
State and a great railroad centre, while truth
compels me to say that Otterville has sunk
back to its original obscurity." The fact is well
known that the railroad needed to build
repair and maintenance shops for its own
usage and for this purpose Sedalia offered to
give the acreage required and Otterville
wanted to sell the land needed; hence Sedalia
overcame Otterville.

"The town of Otterville was incorporated
by an act of the Legislature of Missouri on the
sixteenth day of February, 1857." Some 90
years it was believed necessary to add to the
city a water and sewage system. To secure
government help it was necessary to change
the structure of our local government. On
February 22, 1947 a city election was held and
Otterville was raised from status of village to
that of Fourth Class City. Administrative
officers are Mayor, 4 Council Persons, City
Clerk and City Marshall. A red brick City

Hall (formerly the Jesse Straten Electric
Light Plant) is owned and operated for
administrative offices.

The Electric Light Plant, owned by Mr.
Straten, provided electricity for churches,
businesses and dwellings at night and during
the day on Tuesday and Fridays to enable the
housewives to do the ironing. In the mid
1920's the company was sold to the Missouri
Utilities Company.

The Otterville-Smithton Telephone Com-
pany was also a locally owned business. The
officers were L.M. Cordry, President; W.B.
Myers, Vice President; Lloyd S. Arni, Secre-
tary-Treasurer/Manager. The Company was
sold to the United Telephone System in 1927.

Otterville's Centennial was celebrated on
Saturday, October 19, 1957. A centennial
parade was held in the morning followed by
a basket dinner and an afternoon program.
A religious program was held on Friday night
and a memorial service was held on Sunday
at the 1.O.O.F. Cemetery.

"During the Civil War, General Nathaniel
Lyon organized and mustered into service a
group of 135 men known as the German
Home Guard. In August of 1861, along with
Col. Brown's 7th Missouri Regiment, were
ordered to Otterville which they immediately
occupied. A large number of southern men
living in the vicinity had organized a com-
pany under the command of Capt. Alexander
were camped nearby. These two commands,
for some reason, having no wish to attack
each other, made an agreement that the
Federal Troops would withdraw from Otter-
vile and Capt. Alexander would disband his
forces. Col. Brown's troops were ordered back
to Jefferson City.

In October of 1863, Gen. Joseph Shelby of
the Confederate Army made a raid into
Cooper County. On the ninth of August he
passed through Otterville and burned the
Missouri Pacific Railroad bridge over the
Lamine River."

On June 22, 1885, the Otterville College
was founded and flourished until the advent
of the high school era when it was closed
November 21, 1908. This was a private school
governed by an incorporated Board of Re-
gents. For a term of ten months students were
charged tuition ranging from $35 for fresh-
men to $40 for music, typewriting and
shorthand. Drawing and painting classes cost
an additional fee of $10 for a 3 month period.
$100 per year was charged for room and board
with an additional charge of $7.50 to $10.00
for washing and ironing. The college had no
dormitories so the students were placed in
private homes. Heads of family keeping
student boarders were required to co-operate
with the faculty in enforcing obedience to all
requirements of the school and report all
irregularities in behavior.

Four courses of study were offered: Classi-
cal, Scientific, State Normal and Commer-
cial. A student could secure a second grade
county certificate in one year, a first grade in
two years and a life certificate from the State
of Missouri in three years.

The old college building still stands today
across the street from the Otterville Public
School. The blackboards were painted on the
walls and remain usable today. A large
opening in the 2nd floor was used to transport
the piano from the first floor to the second
by attaching a rope around the piano and
hoisting it to the second floor by a pulley
attached to the ceiling. The original remains



in position today. All materials relating to the
college have been given to the Missouri
Historical Society, Columbia, Missouri.

The first public school building was built
in 1869 at a cost of $6,000. This building now
houses the Masonic Lodge, called Pleasant
Grove Lodge No. 142, AF. and A.M. After the
Otterville College was closed, the course of
study included a two-year high school which
in two years was lengthened to a four year
high school. The first class to be graduated
from the four year course was in 1916.

The property to the north of the Baptist
Church and the present American Legion
housed the elementary classes.

In 1926 a modern two-story brick building
was built and all the grades were moved to
this building. The district was consolidated
with four rural districts: County Line, Brick,
Cline and Mt. Etna and 1931 was the first
year of free tuition in the district.

In 1949 the district was re-organized taking
in more rural districts. In October of 1949 this
building was destroyed by fire and was
replaced by a new building with all rooms at
ground level. Over the years additions and
improvements have been made. It now has a
"AA" rating.

At the present time Otterville has a school,
one bank, a propane gas company, one doctor,
two service stations, a drilling and quarrying
business, an elevator, two taverns, one gro-
cery, two restaurants, three beauty shops,
Post Office, a blacksmith shop, funeral
chapel, water department, fire department
(both city and rural), 3 churches, Baptist,
Methodist and Presbyterian. The Taylor
Chapel Methodist Church which was orga-
nized and maintained by the black congrega-
tion was closed March 18, 1981 because of
lack of membership.

Otterville has several civic organizations:
The Senior Center, Garden Club, Chamber
of Commerce, two extension clubs, American
Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, the
Masonic Lodge and the 1.0.0.F. Lodge.

In conclusion, let us quote again from the
earliest history regarding Otterville "Let us
rejoice and be merry for we have abundant
reason for our manifestations of joy."

by Edna Ruth Arni Deuschle, Jo Ellis
Bishop and Jennie Lee Starke Castle

W.G. WEAR'S
ELKTOWN
POSTOFFICE GREW
TO PRESENT
OTTERVILLE
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Otterville — The town now known as
Otterville was first called Elktown. It was
started along the Santa Fe trail in 1836 by
W.G. Wear and sold to Gideon R. Thompson
in 1837. The oldest house still standing in
Otterville now is owned by Mr. and Mrs.
William McKnight. Mr. McKnight is a
retired U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel. The
brick for this house was carried from Jeffer-
son City by oxen.

W.G. Wear was also the first postmaster of
Otterville, in 1848, with the mail carried on

Otterville Post Office

horseback. The first business district of
Otterville was located in the vicinity of the
present school house. The stores included
Jack Wharton's drug store, a general store
owned by John Wear and Robert Holman,
John Strains jewelry store, and Boatright's
store.

Some of the early settlers of Otterville
included the families of Boatright, Neale,
Small, Yancy, Zollinger, Starke, Golladay,
George W. Smith, Henry Wagenknecut a
wagon maker, and Frank Ami a blacksmith.
Otterville also had a doctor, Dr. Howlett, and
a local minister, the Rev. Mr. Logan.

The Butterfield mail stages traveled
through Otterville on to San Francisco,
beginning in 1858. The railroad was built as
far as Otterville in 1860. The town then
moved down the hill toward the tracks, where
it is today.

Forty thousand troops were stationed near
the Laraine River Bridge in 1861, about one
fourth of a mile east of Otterville. During
their stay around Otterville both southern
and northern troops stole from the farmers
and the people of the town. Remnants of the
battle that was never fought may still be seen.
Coins have recently been found dated 1861.

The first school building was built in 1869.
The first professor was Alex Gibbs. It was
used until 1927, when the new high school was
built. Later the old school building was sold
to the Masons and is still in use as the
Masonic Hall. In 1880 the Otterville College
was started. It was really a girls school, owned
by Mrs. AM. Brennan. It was located across
from the present school house. The school
enrollment was 50 to 60 pupils a year. Its head
was Professor Kurlin.

In 1876, a passenger train on the Missouri
Pacific railroad was robbed about one mile
east of eight men. These men included Frank
James, Jesse James, Cole Younger, John
Younger, Bill Chadwell, Clell Miller, Charles
Pitts and Hobbs Kerry. The night preceding
the robbery, they forced their way into the
Jonathan Brownfield farm and demanded
food for themselves and for their horses. The
Brownfield Roadside Park is now located
near the scene of the robbery.

By this time Otterville, had 14 stores and
six churches. In 1894, a bank was started in
a brick building located on the northern
corner of Grover and Vine streets, the present
location of the bank. A.L. Zollinger was the
first president. The bank has been robbed
three times.

J.H. Gunn, a former president of the bank,
was a former state senator and a member of
the Constitutional Convention during 1922-
23, at which time the Constitution of Mis-
souri was revised. His retirement in 1961 was
shortly followed by a fatal stroke.

In 1903, Otterville had its first telephone
service installed, when the Otterville-Smith-
ton Telephone Co. was organized. About

1913, J.A. Shrader owned and operated a
planning mill. The lumber that was used to
build the G.W. Harlan house was made in the
mill, which burned in 1920. The lighting
services of Otterville were supplied by Jesse
Stratten in 1918. The plant was a brick
building on Cherry Street. Not more than 100
people used the service. The building is now
used as the city hall.

The school is a large brick one-story
building with a large gymnasium and about
12 classrooms. The school was finished in
1951. An enrollment of 222 was taken and
under the supervision of six grade school
teachers, seven high school teachers, and
superintendent Vincel Harrison school open-
ed.

Bixler Gas Co. first came to Otterville in
1952. In February of 1953, fire destroyed
several buildings along Highway 50. Bixler
then bought that land and constructed a
building which has since been modernized
and is now a large thriving business.

In 1954 the citizens of Otterville purchased
a fire truck and 13 fire plugs were installed
over the town.

Over a period of time, many new homes
have been built in Otterville. Some of these
include Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Lewis, Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Huckman, and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Allee.

Almost 110 years ago, Otterville was incor-
porated, and in October, 1957, Otterville
celebrated its centennial.

In 1964 street signs were erected. Plans for
anew grain elevator across the railroad tracks
in Otterville have been made by Jack Veu-
leman. He will also handle seeds and feeds.

Otterville now has nearly 30 businesses and
the town recently has been switched to a dial
telephone system. The town's civic and
fraternal organizations include the Odd
Fellows, the Rebekahs and Theta Rho. The
Masonic Hall is being remodeled, and the
new dining hall will hold about 200 persons,
when finished. The Masonic lodge of Otter-
ville celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1955.

The Presbyterian, Baptist and Methodist
and Taylor Chapel are Otterville's churches.

by Suzette Burnett

OTTERVILLE TRAIN
ROBBERY
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It is not possible to write about the history
of Otterville without including the Otterville
train robbery. This took place at a site near
the Brownfield Roadside Park on Highway A
about a mile east of Otterville. From the 1883
History of Cooper County I have copied the
following information.

"On the night of July 13, 1876, a passenger
train on the Missouri Pacific Railroad was
robbed by eight men. Their names were:
Frank and Jesse James, Cole and John
Younger, Bill Chadwell, Clell Miller, Charley
Pitts and Hobbs Kerry.

"After opening the safe of the United
States Express Company and the safe of the
Adams Express Company, the robbers pro-
ceeded the same night to a point on Flat
Creek, where they divided the treasure which
consisted of about $22,000 in cash and other
valuables such as jewelry, bonds and coupons



which were being carried east by the express
Companies. They however, took nothing with
them but the money. Hobbs Kerry separated
from his companions. After hiding his saddle
and bridle in the woods and turning his horse
loose on the prairie he walked to Windsor,
Missouri, where he took the MKT train to his
home in Granby, Mo., where some weeks later
he was arrested. He confessed to the crime
and led the officers of the law to the place
where the robbers had divided the money.
The remainder of the valuables were recov-
ered."

"At the November 1876 term of the Cooper
County Circuit Court, Hobbs Kerry was
indicted, and at the April term of 1877, Kerry
was tried, convicted and sentenced to four
years imprisonment in the penitentiary."

"Immediately after the robbery at Otter-
vile, the remainder of the group was joined
by one of the Younger brothers and proceed-
ed to Northfield, Minnesota, where on the
morning of September 7, 1876, in an attempt
to rob the Northfield bank, Bill Chadwell,
Clell Miller and Charley Pitts were killed and
the three Younger brothers were wounded
and captured. They were sentenced to serve
time in the Minnesota penitentiary. The
James brothers made their escape. Jesse
James was killed by the Ford brothers on
April 3, 1882. In September in 1882, Frank
James walked into the office of Governor
Crittenden, of Missouri, announced who he
was, unbuckled his belt and handing his gun
and ammunition to the governor, surrender-
ed."

Charles Phillips Johnson, one of Missouri's
great criminal lawyers of that era, made a
plea at Frank James' trial that the courtroom
spectators applauded loud and long and the
jury acquitted him. "After Cole Younger was
pardoned in 1903, he and Frank James
teamed up for wild west shows and exhib-
itions."

The preceding paragraph was copied from
Lew Larkins "Missouri Heritage" Volume II.

by Edna IL Deuschle
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All About the Regent Railroad
Robbery at Otterville

First accounts fully confirmed — a bold,
devilish affair — attempts to capture the
robbers. Governor Hardin's proclamation.

In addition to what appeared in Saturday's
Daily Advertiser the following particulars of
the robbery of the passenger train on the
Missouri Pacific road are added:

The Messenger

J.B. Bushnell, tells about it as
follows:

It happened one mile east of the
water tank near Otterville, called the Laraine
Tank. The first intimation I had of the
matter, I was standing in the car doorway,
when the train stopped suddenly and some
fellow on the bank halloed. "Shot the sun of
a gun," and blazed away at me, the bullet
lodging in the side of the door. Then two or
three shots were

fired and I jumped back. The brakeman was
standing in the door of the smoking car. He
says, "l have got a revolver, do you want
one?" I told him I did, and he gave me the
revolver. I took out the safe-key and gave it
to him, and told him to go to the rear of the
train, as I didn't want to give up the safe key
unless forced to do so. I started to go back in
the baggage-car, and had just got on the
platform when they commenced shooting
again and said, "Get off, you s—of a—," and
I stepped inside the door of the smoking car.

Five men jumped into the baggage car and
told the baggage man to give up the key,
thinking he was the express messenger. He
told them he was not the messenger, but they,
not placing any confidence in his statement,
went through him — of course, without
finding the key. Then they wanted to know
where the messenger was, and told the
baggage man "If he didn't tell d—d quick
they's teach him a lesson he wouldn't soon
forget." He told them I was back in the rear
end of the train, upon which they told him
"he must find me or they'd kill him."

They then took hold of him, and marched
him back to the rear end of the train where
I was standing. One of them spoke to me and
said, "You're the man I want; come forward
now and unlock that safe without any
nonsense. I told him I hadn't the key. He said,
"You want to find it d—d quick, or I will kill
you." Three of them then marched me
through the coach into the sleeper, where the
brakeman was, and made him gjve up the key.
Next they marched me in to the baggage car,
and, pointing their pistols at my head,
demanded that I should unlock the safe
which, under the pressure, I did. Then they
took the money out of the United States safe
and put it in a sack."

Then they wanted me to go through the
other safe. One man went into the engine cab,
procured a coal pick, and came back with it.
They first pounded away at the hinges, but
finding they would not give way, broke open
one of the panels — a single thickness of iron.

Having procured the keys, the villains at
once opened the United States Express
Company's safe, and emptied the entire
contents, save way bills, into a long wheat
sack. They evidently expected no greater
difficulty with the other safe, and were
considerably surprised and excited when
they found that no one of the keys surrender-
ed would fit the lock. They cursed — indeed
the whole affair was redolent of profanity —
and were extremely unwilling to believe that
the key was not to be had, until the brakeman
explained that the Adams Company had no
route over the Missouri Pacific, but only a
contract with the United States Company for
the transportation of a sealed safe from
Sedalia to St. Louis. At this a small, wiry man,
who seemed to be the presiding and inspiring
genius of the crew, skipped ahead to the coal
hammer, used it on the door of the safe, giving
several blows with the pointed end of it,
under threat of shooting. One passenger who
was anxious to see what was going on opened
a window in the sleeper and looked out, when
a bandit yelled out, 'Pull your head, you s—
of a b—!" which request was immediately
acceded to on the part of the passenger, who,
much scared, once made for the rear door,
which he opened, and was about to step out
on the platform, when another robber pre-
sented a revolver with the words, "Go back,
you s— of a b—, which the passenger quickly

did jumping into his berth and keeping quiet
during the remainder of the affair.

The express messenger, Bushnell, when he
became aware of the presence of the robbers,
had gone back into the sleeper and there
borrowed a revolver, with which I fired one
shot at a desperado on the bluff stepping
inside the car as he fired, just in time to avoid
the return shot from the bank which took
effect in the upper step of the rear platform
of the car.

Only one other shot was sent from the cars,
and that was fired by a plucky little newsboy,
who discharged a diminutive pistol at a
robber on the bank, to the great amusement
of the band, one of whom remarked, scorn-
fully, "Hear that little s— of a b— bark!"

The Scene in the Cars

No sooner had the messenger, Bushnell
rushed through the car and informed the
passengers that the train was in the posses-
sion of robbers, than the greatest consterna-
tion prevailed. The first impulse was to hide
ones valuables. One man put his purse with
all his money outside of the ventilator on the
roof of the sleeper. Another rushed up to the
sleeping car conductor and implored him to
take care of his money for him, which the
conductor promptly refused to do, alleging
that it was as much as he could do to take care
of his own property. One gentleman, who
wore a diamond ring, hid the same under the
carpet, while others put such wealth as they
had, into the best hiding places that occurred
to them at the time. Having disposed of their
property, many of the passengers crept under
the seats, from which they certainly did not
emerge, and from which they hardly dared to
look out until the train was cleared of its
boarders. The women, of course, were exceed-
ingly frightened. One lady began to cry, when
a male passenger spoke up: "Madam, Il
protect you at the risk of my life," whereupon
another passenger remarked: "Why, then,
don't you go and fight those fellows in front!"
to which no reply was vouchsafed.

Then a minister, and his name was the Rev.
J.S. Holmes, of Bedford, Westchester
County, N.Y., started a little pious singing
and followed it with a prayer that all might
be protected from the robbers, and those that
were not so kept safe might be made to see
the error of their ways and take to a heavenly
home.

One girl from Texas was armed with a four-
shooter, and declared that she was afraid of
nobody, and that whoever molested her
would certainly receive the contents of her
pistol.

Gov. Hardin's Proclamation

Jefferson City, Mo., July 8. — Gov. Hardin
this afternoon issued his proclamation offer-
ing a reward of $300 each for the arrest of the
robbers who attacked the train on the
Missouri Pacific Railroad last night, near
Otterville, and robbed the express. This
reward is to be paid upon conviction of the
crime charged. It is reported that two of the
robbers have been captured.

The expense of the chase and capture will
be borne by the express companies and
Missouri Pacific Railroad. It is understood
that the United States Express Company will
pay a suitable reward for capture of any or
all of the criminals.



It is rumored outside of railroad circles that
the James and Younger boys must have had
a hand in the game, as the affair took place
near their old stamping ground, but nothing
has been learned so far to justify the supposi-
tion, except the remark of the leader at
leaving the train with reference to Allan
Pinkerton.

Boonville Weekly Advertiser July 14,
1876

by Bob Dyer

POSTMASTERS OF
OTTERVILLE SINCE

1832
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William G. Weare, 24 March 1848; Thomas
J. Starke, 15 August 1857; William R. Butler,
11 July 1861; James M. Cline (not sure of
spelling), 30 April 1862; George M. Patterson,
20 December 1864; John D. Strain, 25
January 1865; Isaac Hupp, 3 October 1887;
William R. Spencer, 5 June 1889; Mahlon L.
White, 27 March 1893; Lycurgus M. Cordry,
22 April 1897; John H. Hupp, 30 July 1914;
Edgar M. Ross, 27 August 1920; Thomas 0.
Spillers, 8 March 1930; Jesse H. Parsons,
August 1935; Joseph A. Wallenburn, 20 July
1956; Maude E. Brodersen, 20 March 1971;
Mary K. Goode, 4 June 1977 — present

Information taken from National Archives
Library. Please allow for discrepancies due to
translation from microfilm.

by Mary Goode

LOTTIE BURFORD
SENIOR CITIZENS
CENTER OF
OTTERVILLE
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In October 1975, twenty-two interested
senior citizens gathered at the Presbyterian
Church for the purpose of organizing a senior
citizens group in Otterville. Attending from
out of town were: Doris Richardson, Eunice
Volrath, Mary Holtzclaw and Meg York,

Lottie Burford Senior Center of Otterville

Community Development Specialist.

The following officers were elected: Presi-
dent, Lottie Burford; Vice President, Mil-
dred Routon; Secretary, Tillie Kuykendall;
Treasurer, Emogene Gochenour.

The Odd Fellows Lodge graciously offered
the use of their recreation room, which
continued to be the meeting site until June
of 1979. The second Tuesday of each month
was selected as the business meeting date,
with a pot luck dinner at noon preceding
every meeting. Initial attendance was excel-
lent and each month brought an increase in
seniors eager to participate.

Many essential items were needed, so the
group sought and received money under the
Title III government program. Funds were
used to purchase kitchen equipment and the
first pool table. All are still in use, and
another pool table was added several years
later.

With the Otterville community and organi-
zations being very interested in the success
of this venture, they provided special enter-
tainment at various times. For many years at
the annual Christmas party, appearances of
singing groups from State Fair Community
College and Otterville High School highligh-
ted the day.

Continuing encouragement is given to all
seniors who make a variety of crafts and offer
them for sale at the center. This has proved
to be most successful. Also, many comforters
have been tacked and quilts quilted for
individuals, which has been a good source of
income.

As members of the Cooper County Group
on Aging, out-of-town meetings throughout
the county are attended. Otterville hosts this
group every October.

In February 1978, upon advisement that
money would be available under Title V, it
was decided to purchase a building solely for
the group's use. The Golliday General Mer-
chandise Store, located at the corner of
Grover and Cherry streets and owned by Mr.
and Mrs. David Meyer, was offered for sale
and purchased April 23, 1979. Early esti-
mates on acquiring this building and putting
it into workable condition were about eigh-
teen thousand five hundred dollars. To be
eligible under Title V, the local group had to
raise one fourth of the total cost, or four
thousand six hundred twenty five collars. To
start the fund raising the city of Otterville
made a generous contribution of two thous-
and dollars. The group then held numerous
money-making projects to raise the additional
amount. Individual donations, a huge
auction sale and other events resulted in not
only earning the necessary funds, but an
additional thirteen hundred seventy five
dollars. This brought the total raised by the
city of Otterville land interested citizens to
six thousand.

Upon acquiring the building, the following
committee was appointed: John Stahl, Lottie
Burford, Nellie Jenkins, Cecil Hite and
Glenn Fisher. The renovation was soon under
way and upon completion, the doors were
opened on June 25, 1979. A special dedication
ceremony was held on August 5, 1979. Shortly
thereafter folding tables and chairs were
purchased, along with other necessary items.
An advisory board, made up of representa-
tives selected from churches, clubs, business,
etc. was organized. They selected the first
Monday night of each month for the regular
meeting date. One of the first duties of this

group was the drafting of by-laws.

The Bicentennial Committee presented
funds left over from that event to the center
for the purpose of building a large display
case for the storage of historical memorabilia.

Annually, one or two money-making pro-
jects are undertaken, usually an ice cream
social and a soup and chili supper.

The Senior Center was very proud to
receive a Red Cross quilt, donated by Mrs.
Mildred Goddard of Sedalia. The "Big
Quilt," as it was called, was made by the
Otterville Red Cross ladies to be sold at one
of the many Liberty bond sales held during
World War I. It is set together with a total
of one hundred ninety two blocks — ninety
six with a red cross design on a white block.
Eighty nine blocks have names of local
residents worked in red on a white back-
ground with four names to a block, making
a total of three hundred fifty six names. The
oldest person represented was ninety years
old and the youngest eighteen months. To
have one's name on the quilt cost twenty five
cents, but at that time with patriotism high,
everyone was willing to make a sacrifice for
the "Cause." Many gave a dollar and several
gave as much as twenty five to, "Honor our
soldier boys." The remaining seven blocks are
names of organizations active at that time.

On April 12, 1918, the quilt was auctioned
by W.D. Ross and sold to Mr. John Bente,
father of Mrs. Goddard, for one hundred
dollars. He gave it back to be resold, then
bought it for one hundred dollars. It was
resold a third time and once again Mr. Bente
was the highest bidder at one hundred
dollars. The quilt, measuring sixty eight by
eighty inches is in excellent condition and is
presently displayed in a walnut-frame glass
case which was made by one of the seniors,
Bill Bottom. This is a lasting memento of
Otterville history.

Fortunately, with the aid of volunteers and
two Green Thumb Directors, Vi Miller and
Lena Kuykendall, the doors have remained
open to all citizens fifty five years of age and
over.

Serving as presidents up to the present
time are : Lottie Burford, John Stahl, Cecil
Hite and Melva Fowler.

by Nellie Jenkins

PILOT GROVE
HISTORY DATES TO
1820
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Pilot Grove — Pilot Grove township was
settled about 1820, although the exact time
is not known. Among the early settlers were
John McCutcheon, John Houx, Jacob Houx,
L.A. Summers, James McElroy, Samuel Roe,
Sr., Samuel Wooldridge, Enoch Mass, Absa-
lom Meredith, Azariah Bone, who was a
Methodist Minister, John Rice, a blacksmith,
a Mr. Magee, Samuel Gilbert, and William
and James Taylor Jr.

Among the earliest school teachers in Pilot
Grove township was Thomas P. Cropper, who
taught in 1828-1829, and who was considered
genius.

The first mill in the township was erected
on one of the branches of the Petite Saline



by a man named Hughes. A horse was used
for power at the mill. The town of Pilot Grove
was laid out by Sand Roe, and is situated on
the Missouri-Kansas Texas Railroad, 12
miles, southwest of Boonville. As early as
February 22, 1833, a post office was estab-
lished by the government. John McCutcheon
was appointed postmaster and continued to
hold the office in his home for many years.
He was succeeded by Samuel Roe April 28,
1852. Roe held the office until after the Civil
War.

Salesmen, stopping at the Goode Hotel
who came in on the train, rented a horse and
buggy to take them to nearby towns, such as
Cotton, Speed and inland stores.

Owners of livery stables in the early days
of horse and buggy were extraordinary men
in more ways than one. No merchant in town
was more elegant in his bearing and attire
than Mr. Jourdon.

Usually the owner would arrive for work in
white shirt, with collar and cuffs starched to
perfection. His business suit was neatly
pressed, his shoes shined, and his face cleanty
shaven.

Jourdon's helpers kept the horses clean
and groomed them when they were returned
by a driver. Not a horse left his stable without
his complete inspection and none returned
without his visual satisfaction.

Every horse and every rig were washed and
cleaned and put in their correct places.
Sometimes other people kept their horses at
his barn, but Jourdon treated them as his
own. It was a man's work to keep the
equipment in good repair. The buggies and
carriages were shining and each sported a
dusted labrobe. The harness had to be oiled,
and the trimmings of brass and sometimes a
spot of silver often needed polished.

Black hearses and several black carriages
were washed and cleaned carefully for a
funeral. These hearses were artistic in shape
and richly upholstered. Their horses were
brought up from the barn harmessed in heavy
coach hamess and hitched to the hearse, The
drivers in their Sunday best took their places
on the drivers seat and started to form the
procession.

The town had a good public school and a
Pilot Grove Collegiate Institute, which was
founded in 1878 and chartered in 1881.

There were also two secret orders, two
churches and a printing office from which
The Pilot Grove Bee, a weekly paper was
published. The printing office was estab-
lished in September 1882 by James Barton.
The Bee, published by Mr. Barton, was a
seven-column paper and was politically
Democratic.

The upstairs building where the Bee office
was has been completely remodeled and is the
meeting place of the Pilot Grove Lions Club
and the Boy Scouts.

There was an Odd Fellows Lodge No. 334
organized in 1875. W.B. Jernijan, Preston
Phillips, Joseph Murphy, T.D. Smith and
J.W. Nixon were charter members.

H.H. Simpson organized the Enterprise
Telephone Company. At the same time the
Lazy Bend neighborhood wanted an Inde-
pendent Telephone Company. Pete Dix, Fred
Dix, Clemems Lammers, George Smith, John
Davis Sr., John Meyers and S.J. Coleman
organized one. They cut their own telephone
posts and made their own single line circuit.
Persons from the New Lebanon Community
soon began to want telephones. The group

built more circuits. Then a switchboard was
needed. S.J. Coleman made the first switch-
board using some of their solid silver spoons
which plugged in place when the phone rang.
One long ring, Mrs. Coleman answered and
plugged in to the switchboard. Of course eight
or ten neighbors could be listening in.

The switch board remained in the home
until the first telephone office building was
erected near the Goode Hotel. The first
telephone lines were installed in about 1906.

The oldest building in town probably is a
two-story frame building. It was purchased
by the American Legion Post 266 and has
been completely renovated and redecorated.

While Mr. Roe was acting as Postmaster at
his farm home, all the neighbors gathered in
the afternoon in the spring of 1864 to wait for
the arrival of the mail.

Suddenly, the dreaded Bill Anderson and
his guerrillas appeared. They made the
people line up and then took their personal
valuables.

William Mayo refused to give up his
elegant gold watch and started to run. As he
ran past the house, Thomas Brownfield,
joined him. The guerrillas ran after Mayo,
who had soon become separated from Brown-
field and they shot him.

As early as February 22, 1833 a Post Office
was located in Buffalo Prairie neighborhood
and called Corioli. The only known Post-
masters were Albert Racy and Homer Dren-
nan. The office was closed in 1905 and records
moved to the Pilot Grove Post Office.

The first business house in Pilot Grove was
moved from the Dr. W.P. Harriman's mill,
about 1860. It became the property of a
merchant — Thornton Ellis.

The first dwelling house was erected by a
Mr. Hayner, who made saddles and har-
nesses. Dr. JW. Ross was the first Doctor to
settle here. Peter Beach was the first shoe-
maker or cobbler.

In the last part of the eighties, the town had
four general stores, a drug store, a hardware
store, two tin shops, a furniture store, a
harness shop, two restaurants, two millinery
stores, a lumber yard, three blacksmith and
wagon shops, two hotels, a barber shop, a shoe
shop, and two livery stables.

One livery stable, located back of the home
of Kenneth Bader, was owned by Bruce
Davis. He and his wife lived in a home in front
of the stable, which has long been torn down.
Mr. and Mrs. Davis later bought a home in
Pilot Grove.

Jack Jourden had a large livery stable with
room for 20 horses. Harness and buggy
rentals and funeral equipment could also be
found there. It was located on the property
now owned by Walker Warnhoff.

by Mrs. J.H. Coleman

PLEASANT GREEN -
THE WALKER
PLANTATION
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At one time 4 beautiful homes dotted the
land West of Bunceton and South of Pilot
Grove where the Walker families once lived
and prospered. They themselves are no
longer remembered in the Pleasant Green

area; the town of Pleasant Green has practi-
cally disappeared, but their wealth in land
and stock is still proverbial. Three of their
large homes remain as witness to the past.
The plantation house, "Pleasant Green", is
the only one still home to Walker descen-
dants. They once held sway over uninterrup-
ted miles of land stretching from the Petite
Saline on the East to the Lamine on the West.
They were Presley Green, William Winston,
James Henry and Anthony Addison Walker.

The Walkers grew from two branches from
Virginia who migrated to Kentucky. In 1881
Winston Walker and wife Nancy Rubey
settled their first land later proved by
government patent. They came with sons
Samuel, Anthony Smith, and Henry Rubey
and five slaves from the Cumberland area.
They built their home with bricks from clay
found in a slope to the West. It was a large
room with a windowed loft connected later to
a two-story Federal style structure typical of
the period.

Being Methodists, they and the few neigh-
bors met at the house for services in 1820s.
Later 11/2 acres were set aside for a log church
and cemetery — now called Pleasant Green
Methodist. And it was needed for John
Wesley Walker, buried there in 1834.

Son Samuel married Nancy Cockrell and
built on land to the Southeast. His son, James
William married Bessie Rissler and, when
they died childless, the property was sold and
the old home taken down in the 1970s. His
brother, Presley Green Walker purchased
"Prairie View" to the Northeast, raised
livestock and was a faithful supporter of the
historic Mt. Nebo Baptist Church. The home
and lands have been restored by distant
relatives of his wife, Lavinia Boulware, —
Robert and Ann Betteridge who call the
home "Crestmead".

Henry Rubey married Sarah Foster Read
and built a brick home to the West of
"Pleasant Green" using clay from the same
clay deposit. His son, James Henry married
Nina Young and, in the late 1800s tore down
the old soft brick structure, replacing it with
anew large frame home in the Victorian style
on the site of the original house. It was called
"Burwood" — a name for the peculiar pine
trees growing in the area. Their daughter,
Nina, married a lawyer, James Butler Bushy-
head (grandson of the Baptist preacher, Jesse
Bushyhead who led the Cherokees on their
"Trail of Tears") The home still stands and
is being restored by Diana Barber Rodgers.

The youngest son, Anthony Smith Walker
remained at Pleasant Green, becoming post-
master for the growing area using the original
brick room as a postoffice. He became
prominent in Cooper County serving as
county judge and legislator. His wife, Mary
Elizabeth Read was the daughter of Judge
Anthony Read and niece of Rev. Finis Ewing
who founded the first seminary west of the
Mississippi at New Lebanon where the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church remains.

In July 1851 Gen. Lyons had arrived by
river from St. Louis to take over Jefferson
City and Boonville for the North. He assem-
bled an army of 2400 and marched South to
engage the Mo. Militia and Gen. Sterling
Price's forces near Springfield. The route of
march crossed the orchard at Pleasant Green,
An Iowa infantryman reported that the
family stayed out of sight while the troops
refreshed themselves. Two small boys behind
the stone wall of the orchard enjoyed pelting



Pleasant Green Plantation House

the soldiers with apples which the troops
pocketed for future use.

Mary Elizabeth, with the Ewing red hair,
required all her energies to manage the
plantation after her husband's death in 1863.
Their two daughters were away; Mary Ellen
had married John L. Hickman and moved to
Columbia, Sarah Florence was sent East to
attend Smith College for Women. Son An-
thony Smith graduated from Kemper and
joined the Union forces in St. Louis as a
Major. James Henry was married and living
at Burwood; John Read Samuel was at Yale
studying to be the lawyer he later became in
Boonville.

With her aging mother-in-law, Polly, Mary
Elizabeth buried the silver (only the forks
were found later) but could not hide every-
thing which tempted Bushwhackers. Pleas-
ant Green was raided one day and, as the
ruffians loaded the wagons with hams from
the curing shed, Mrs. Walker climbed aboard
announcing that she needed those hams to
feed "her people" and proceeded to throw off
the sacks as fast as they were being loaded.
Her valor won the day and the few hams were
saved at great loss to the chicken coop and
dairy. Her remark, "I was looking for the
Rebels when the Debbils came along" has
been handed down for generations.

After the war Sarah Florence married Dr.
Allen Howard Conkwright (1868) who had

been a physician with Kelly's Regiment of
the

Southern forces. He had trained at Vander-
bilt and opened a practice in Pettis County
of law and medicine. Their children, Marian
Florence and Sidney were both born at
Pleasant Green and attended Prof. Haynes
School for Ladies and Kemper, respectively.
The MKT Railroad came through the
property in the 1870s and land was set aside
for the new town called Pleasant Green to the
Northeast. Times were prosperous. The flat
part of the road to the West (#135) was used
for horse races and fox hunting was a popular
sport. Addison imported red foxes from
Virginia to make the hunt more interesting.
In 1872 Mary Elizabeth and her husband's
mother both died and the contents of the old
home were divided by the heirs. Addison
stayed at "Pleasant Green." He had married
Margaret Tutt of Bunceton in 1868 and they
refurbished the house in Victorian taste —
adding a 2-story front porch with doorway on
the second floor, refinishing the woodwork
with "faux bois" brushwork, adding a new
dining room and inside kitchen. By 1910
times had changed. Addison and Margaret
Walker moved to smaller quarters in Sedalia,
and James Schlotzhauer took over the house
and the 500 acres remaining. He added a
portico and windows to the East wall. He
removed the quadrangle of slave cabins and

Sketch Pleasant Green property of Addison A. Walker

In 1968 Florence Cox (daughter of Marian
Florence Conkwright) and husband Stanley
Andrews repurchased the old abandoned
homestead and began restoration. Mr. An-
drews had retired after years in Washington
as a Director of Foreign Aid in the Truman
Administration. Walker descendants have
donated original furniture and china which
were removed in 1872; notably an artists'
proof of Bingham's "Order No. 11" from Mrs.
Thurman Arnold and a 4-poster bed brought
from Kentucky in 1828 from John Mary
Hickman.

Upon the death of Mrs. Andrews in 1985,
her daughter Florence Walker (Andrews)
Chesnutt inherited the property and moved
from Covington, Louisiana to continue the
tradition. She and husband Car. C. Friedrichs
are returning the appearance of the house
according to the 1877 sketch. At this writing
a few outbuildings remain; an unusual hexa-
gonal barn, the curing house, and one slave
cabin, now used as a studio for painting. It
is also still a home to Stanley Andrews and
7th generation children, John Christy, Stan-
ley Andrews, Alan Howard, and Sarah Flor-
ence Walker Chesnutt.

the black families moved elsewhere, to return
en masse for the funeral of Addison in 1918
at Pleasant Green Church Cemetery.
by Florence Chesnutt Friedrichs
CENTENNIAL ON
TUTTLE FARM NEAR
PRAIRIE HOME
FEATURES TOUR,
"OPEN HOUSE,"

PROGRAM
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Standing at left is Grandfather, W.H. Ellis, known
as "Will Hen," his daughter, Mrs. Rylie Ellis
Tuttle, her husband, Morton Tuttle, their son, Bill,
and on the horse, another son, Roy.

On June 6, 1944, the 100th anniversary of
Woodland in the Ellis family, ancestors of
Mrs. Morton Tuttle, is celebrated — tour
portrays vividly the value of soil building
practices which Mr. Tuttle has employed for
many years.

Cooper countians were proud to celebrate
this spring with the Morton Tuttle and W.H.
Ellis families at Woodland farm near Prairie
Home an anniversary marking the 100th year
the farm has been in the Tuttle and Ellis
families. Five hundred or more neighbors,



relatives and notables gathered for the "open
house' celebration on June 6 which
included a program, farm tour and
refreshments.

Established originally by William H.
Ellis, a Virginian, in 1844, it still houses
three generations of the Ellis family.
Morton Tuttle, the present owner, is the
son-in-law of the third William H. Ellis to
live on the farm. All of the eight children of
W.H. Ellis were home from three states for
the centennial.

"What has been accomplished here," Mr.
Tuttle told the gathering in a short welcome,
"is not due to any one man or all the men who
have been connected with it. Women, neigh-
bors and friends have had an important
part,” he said.

And, accomplishments there have
certainly been on the Woodland farm as was
widely evident to the group that toured the
acreage as part of the afternoon's program.
The home place contains 440 acres and the
adjoining rented farm of Edgewood, 800
acres, making a total farming operation of
a full section. While no records are
available as to the production of the farm
in the early days, agronomists believe its
history was similar to that of other century-
old farming enterprises, a gradual descent
in the production curve because of lost soil
fertility.

Today the Tuttle farm is considered by
authorities at the Missouri College of Agri-
culture as one of the most productive in the
state and Tuttle gives full credit to a program
of limling and terracing. Corollary factors are
the use of a legume in the rotation, the
handling of livestock to consume the farm's
crop output and the building of ponds for
stock water. Tuttle estimates that since he
started the conservation program the farm
has just about doubled its crop and livestock
production and productivity of the soil is still
increasing.

All Tilled Land Improved

All the tillable acres on the farm have been
terraced and limed, more than 400 acres
being under terrace and more than 1,400 tons
of lime having been spread in the last
fourteen years. Small grains and corn are
grown, but corn is planted in the rotation only
one year, washing too badly the second year.

The rotation consists of plowing under
second year sweet clover for corn and sorgo,
which are followed the second year by sweet
clover and timothy in small grains. Soybeans
are grown for hay and the first year clover is
topped in the fall for hay. Mr. Tuttle grows
no alfalfa. He says the chore of putting it up
comes right at the peak of labor demand,
"and I get along wintering cattle pretty well
on the sorgo by feeding the legume hay and
some protein concentrate."

Mr. Tuttle farmed in partnership with Mr.
Ellis until 1931, when he purchased the farm.
He started a terracing and pond building
program about that time and the farm now
has eleven ponds, the water from the largest,
of about one acre, being piped 800 feet to the
farmstead.

The county agent helped in laying out the
first terraces but now Mr. Tuttle has a level
and makes his own. He plans to rearrange the
entire system so that the outlets will be on
grass waterways and will be fed from terraces
spilling out on an adjoining pasture.

The pasture, twelve years ago a cultivated
field, contains sixty-five acres of heavy

bluegrass sod and white clover. Thirty acres
formerly in cultivation on the rented farm
also have been returned to pasture.

Corn Yields High

The Tuttle farm usually has 100 acres in
corn. Last year the crop made 65 bushels to
the acre and in former years has made as
much as 75. Before his land improvement
system was put into practice, yields usually
amounted to 35 or 40 bushels, Tuttle says.

Sweet clover is used for pasture by the
cattle and sheep. The farm operator is not
bothered with bloat, and gives credit to the
presence of phosphate in the soil for eliminat-
ing this hazard with clover pasture.

The permanent animal population of the
farm consists of thirty Shorthorn cows and a
flock of forty Hampshire ewes. All the cattle
except the purebred bull were raised on the
place. The steers are given some grain
through the winter silage and concentrate,
and are sold at around 1,000 pounds. Twenty-
five head were sold from the herd last year.

In addition, Mr. Tuttle laid in 500 60-
pound, medium or cull lambs, last summer
which were sheared and wormed and were
run in cornfields and first year sweet clover
in August and September, when they went on
barley pasture. They were fed sorgo silage,
ground corn and soybean meal in the dry lot
through December, January and February
and then sold at a profit.

Last year Mr. Tuttle fed 183 head of hogs.
He is breeding twelve sows to farrow this fall
instead of the usual eighteen.

The feeding operations have been carried
on with home produced feed with the ex-
ception of a carload of government wheat and
the protein concentrates. Pasture, through
the use of small grains and sweet clover to
supplement the bluegrass, is nearly a year
around affair. There is also lespedeza on the
Edgewood place.

Mr. Tuttle has a seed home for the grading
and sacking of the certified see corn, and a
feed house which he says is a big labor saver.
On an REA line, the Tuttles believe in getting
full benefit from electric power. With the
tractor and plenty of electricity, the old sun-
up-to-sundown routine on the farm has
changed to an around-the-clock program, he
says.

Tribute To Family

Preceding the farm tour Dean M.F. Miller
and J.W. Burch of the College of Agriculture
gave talks, the address of the former appearing
in another section in this magazine. W.L.
Nelson of Columbia, a native of Cooper
County, former congressman and life long
friend of the Ellis family gave some interest-
ing family background. Without mentioning
a name, Mr. Nelson asked the gathering to
stand for a moment as a tribute to one who
was not there and would not be there. The
crowd knew it was paying silent tribute to the
Tuttle's son, Ensign Joe Tuttle, US.N.R, a
naval aviator, who lost his life in the Aleu-
tians. A rousing cheer was given in honor of
Mr. Ellis, who was 94 years old on June 21.
An invocation and the benediction were given
by the Rev. Mr. Brown of Prairie Home, who
also led singing.

Mr. Tuttle was assisted in conducting the
farm tour by Alva Mix, then county extension
agent, and the tour was followed by refresh

ments served by the Ellis Home Economics
club. Guests were given favors commemora-
ting the occasion.

The Tuttle family consists of Mr. and Mrs.
Tuttle, the two sons, William Ellis Tuttle, 20,
and Robert Roy Tuttle's father, W.H. Elli-
son, and Mrs. Tuttle's brother, Gray Ellis.

William Ellis, the great grandfather of Mrs.
Tuttle, purchased the land making up Wood-
land in 1844 from Levi Woods and Dr. Elias
Buckner. The family still has the patent on
one piece signed by President John Tyler
April 1, 1843. Being a Virginian, the original
Ellis brought slaves with him and the old
slave kitchen still is on the farm. The original
plantation house, however, was replaced
many years ago. The second William H. Ellis
came into possession of the farm in 1850 and
the present William H Ellis in 1885.

ROUND HILL
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Iron purchased at Round Hill Store

In the early 1850's the Pacific Railroad
Company started building a railroad we-
stward out of St. Louis. Seely was hoping that
the line would come near his settlement at
Round Hill, Cooper County, but learned from
the surveyors it would not. Instead, it was
going to cross a 160 acre tract which he owned
three miles south of Round Hill. In 1857 he
executed a document with the Pacific Rail-
road Company telling them he would give
them a strip of land 100 feet wide across his
land for the road bed and that he would give
a maximum of four acres for the location of
a freight and passenger station, reservoir and
fuel storage area. Also he agreed to lay out a
plan for town lots west of the station and
would let the railroad engineer approve the
plan. The document states that because of
the advantages that he expected it derive
from the railroad that he would also give one-
fourth of the 160 acres to aid in the construc-
tion and equipping of the station. The
document, executed on Dec. 21, 1857, was the
beginning of Tipton.

The scant records left by Mr. Seely do not
indicate he ever moved his residence into
Tipton, the town which he founded. How-
ever, he did stay actively involved in Tipton's
growth and prospered because of it. He did
build a warehouse in Tipton for storing
merchandise.



William Tipton Seely died in December
1863 and was buried in the Howard Ceme-
tery. His business was thrown into a state of
turmoil because no heirs could be located.
The probate court appointed Mr. H. Bunce
administrator of his estate and three men
were chosen to appraise the goods in his store
at Round Hill, his livestock and slaves.

B.F. Reavis had been a clerk in the Round
Hill Store for many years. His brother A.J.
Reavis and B.F. bought the merchandise and
moved it it into Tipton in 1866 where they
started a store.

About 1856 Round Hill consisted of a
Blacksmith shop owned by Wm. Martin.
Negro School, Doctor Cooper, Billy Martin's
Hotel, Withers Store, Seely's Store Dr. Wm.
Rash Embry, John Veuleman's Mill, a little
South Excelsior School, southwest a ceme-
tery. The Boonville and Tipton Road ran
south and north and old state road 12 East
and West. A Postoffice was established in
1835 — Hezikiah Hogue Postmaster.

The following names appeared on Wm.
Martin's ledger: Baxter, Renshaw, Stinson,
McCurdy, Alexander, Martin, Smiley, Ste-
phens, Arnold, Howard, Fry, Sillman, Bree-
den, Pulley, Morris, White, Nelson, Hill,
Hood, Bull, Droning, Veulemans, Rimsey,
Mobily, Woods, Chapman, Brown, Davis,
Petty, Meely, Seely, Tooly, Brookin, Cooke,
Fisher, Hirst, Hess, Kimsey, Embry, Robert-
son, Tailor, Grover, Clark, Cole, Tivis,
Larrymore, Cobb, McClay, Smith, Snod-
grass, Cavinau, Parker, Stage, Ross,
Chapman.

This information was taken from Diary of
Miss Anna Martin about 1860.

by Iola Potts

WOOLDRIDGE
FOUNDED IN 1902 —
YEAR AFTER
MISSOURI-PACIFIC
RAILROAD IS
CONSTRUCTED
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The town of Wooldridge was incorporated
in the year 1902. The people of this commu-
nity prior to that time had transacted most
of their business at Gooch's Mill.

It was decided to build a town on the
railroad which had been built through this
part of the country in 1901, as it would be
more convenient. Most of the goods obtained
at Gooch's Mill had to be hauled there from
Boonville. Also this location was about half
way between Lupus and old Overton which
had no stores at that time.

The town was named Wooldridge after
H.H. Wooldridge, father of H.H. Wooldridge,
Sr., of Boonville. Mrs. Elizabeth Nixon of
Wooldridge and the late W.J. Wooldridge,
Sr., surveyor, laid out the plat on land owned
by Mr. and Mrs. Wooldridge. The first town
board consisted of A.F. Nixon, mayor; W.E.
Hooper, clerk; Ben Heying, George Vaughan,
Gus Smith and Tom Potter, marshal.

Restaurant Opens First

The first place of business, a restaurant,
was opened by W.E. Hooper of Clarksburg,
Mo., on Nov. 24, 1901. That same day steel
was laid through town for the Missouri
Pacific Railroad. The engine that pulled the
construction train was No. 226. Mr. Hooper
has the distinction of being the only man in
business here now that was here in business
when the town started.

About three weeks later Ben F. Heying of
Huntsdale, Mo., opened a general store and
Frank Meredith opened a drug store on the
corner of Main street and Railroad avenue.
The drug store was later moved to its present
site.

The lumber yard was owned by W.J.
Wooldridge, Sr. The frames of all buildings
in the new town were made of native lumber.

In 1905 a furniture and harness shop was
opened by Charles Lamm. Mr. Lamm sold
quite a lot of furniture and harness during the
twenty years he was in business. Mrs. Lamm
had a millinery shop.

The first hardware store was run by Enro
and Smith. The first barber was Babe Bass.

Before the trains ran on schedule, goods for
the stores were brought in by boats which
landed at Giles Landing. The late H.D. (uncle
Daug) Giles had charge. When the whistle
blew everyone went to the landing.

Postoffice in 1902

The first postoffice was opened March 10,
1902, when W.E. Hooper received his com-
mission as postmaster. The postoffice was
opened in a corner of his restaurant with
home-made mailboxes in which to place the
mail. As the trains were not running regular,
permission was granted for mail to be carried
from Huntsdale until such time as it could be
received by train. Hagen Windsor made a trip
across the river each day taking mail out and
bringing the incoming mail back. This was
paid for by public subscription. Soon after
this some equipment for the new postoffice
was bought from the Boonville postoffice. On
March 16, 1909, the postoffice was moved to
its present site. The rural free delivery service
out of Wooldridge was started on Jan. 1, 1904
with John Wilcox as the carrier. Prairie
Home mail was handled through this office
and delivered to that office by rural carrier
until several years ago when the route was
changed. Money orders were placed on sale
at the time R.F.D. was started, the first one
being sent by W.E. Hooper to Frank Warn-
hoff of Boonville, Mo. The first one paid was
sent by Nina George of Prairie Home on June
21, 1904, to W.J. Wooldridge, Sr. Mr. Hooper
is the only postmaster Wooldridge has ever
had, having served continuously since the
postoffice was established in 1902, making
forty-one years of service as postmaster.

School was held for the first time in what
is now known as the McFall store building.
The teacher was James N. Renfrow now of
Bunceton, Mo. Before this time the Wool-
dridge vicinity had been a part of Lowland
school district. In 1905-06-07 school was held
in the Starke store building now owned by
W.E. Hooper. The present school building
was built in 1908. The first teacher to teach
in the new building was B.F. Anderson. He
was the father of Mrs. W.E. Hooper and
Leslie Anderson, both of Wooldridge.

Wooldridge has had two bands. The first

one was organized in 1903 with W.E. Hooper
as leader and instructor. The second band
was organized in 1908 with W.E. Hooper as
leader and Prof. Hoag as instructor.

The Bank of Wooldridge was organized in
1902 with Gus Smith as cashier and George
Vaughan I as president. Among the first
directors were W.J. Wooldridge, Sr., J.K.
Bruce and Boone Moore, all deceased. The
bank closed in 1926 or '27.

W.O.W. Lodge in 1904

The W.O.W. lodge was started here in 1904
by Tommie Tucker, W.E. Hooper was secre-
tary. He was also secretary of the Woodmand
Circle which was organized nine years later.
He served the two lodges continuously with
the exception of two years.

There is one church in the town of
Wooldridge. It is a Baptist church. In 1900 a
group of people who had been worshipping at
the Bruce school house under the name of the
Concord church decided to organize a Baptist
Church. A church clerk was appointed and
deacons were elected and effort was made to
decide on a building site. But as the railroad
was being built about that time they decided
to wait until a site was selected for the town.
After the site was selected and the town
named they decided to call their church the
Wooldridge Baptist church. The present
church building was built in 1905 on land
given by H.H. Wooldridge, Sr., now deceased.
The church was dedicated in 1906. The first
pastor was the late W.A. Bruce, father of
Clarence and Mrs. Harry Selck, both living
in this vicinity. Rev. Billy Miller of Kansas
City, Kans., was the last pastor. The present
board of deacons consists of Harry Selck,
Hogan Bruce, Albert Bruce, Roger Adair,
Gordon Adair, Hugh Bruce and Ira T. Adair,
Jr.

Depot a Box Car

The first Missouri Pacific depot at Wool-
dridge was a box car located on a side track
near where the present depot now stands.
The present depot was built in the winter of
1901-02. At that time, the weather was very
cold and there was plenty of snow. The first
agent was David Cromer and the first section
foreman was William Simpson. The present
agent is J.D. Richardson and the section
foreman is Henry McGee.

The elevator was built in the fall or1902
by A.F. Nixon of Pilot Grove. It was later sold
to the Dulle Milling Co., of Jefferson City.

A lime kiln was built in 1907 by Helfer and
De Brook. Quite a lot of lime was shipped to
other places.

A tomato factory was built in 1908. Toma-
toes to be canned were grown in and around
Wooldridge. They sold under the name of
"Red Beauty." On the label on the can was
the picture of an Indian maiden. W.E.
Hooper was secretary and Austin Ferguson
was manager.

Among the first residents of Wooldridge
were, Ben Heying and family, Austin Fergu-
son and family, Dave Cromer, Frank Mer-
edith and family. Dr. Meredith, A.F. Nixon,
W.E. Hooper, Chas. E. Lamm, Mr. Combs
and family, Gus Smith and family, Mason
Smith and family, Joe Pursley, Chas. Camp-
bell, Lace McClanahan and family, Babe
Bass and family.

The present places of business are



Wooldridge Bros. grocery and hardware;
G.F. Bruce's grocery store, McKinneys
grocery store, blacksmith shop owned and
run by C.O. Scheibner; the mill owned and
operated by Wooldridge Bros.; Dune's
Elevator, operated by J.W. Bruce; and the
barber shop run by Raymond Coffman.
The present town board is,
E.L.Kingsbury, mayor; Leslie Anderson,
C.O. Scheibner, Omar Stover, G.H. Rector.

by Mrs. Lon Vaughan

LAKOTA
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Mr. Bryan's sister and they lived in a house on the George Rex farm. The Bryans lived on the
second floor of the store building. The only other person to operate the blacksmith shop was
George M. Rex when he and his daughter were running the store. When Mr. and Mrs. Luther
Moore owned the farm the building was used as a machine shed.

With the disappearance of the old buildings the community so long known as Lakota gradually
became known as the Mt. Pleasant community.

by James L. Martin

The place had been known as Pigeon Roost from the days of the
great passenger pigeon flocks that gathered there. About 1900, Rolla
Pealer built a general store here at the crossroads on the North
east corner of section 35 and one mile north of Mt. Pleasant

Church.

It became a U.S. Post Office in 1902 and
Mr. Pealer gave the name Lakota to the site.
Later when rural routes were started the
postoffice was discontinued in 1906. Mr.
Pealer ran the store for several years then
moved to Boonville where he was employed
at the State Reformatory for a few years later
becoming county clerk, an office he held for
many years.

The store was then operated by a Mr.
Jones. He lived on a farm now owned by J.T.
Arnold. Next, Byra Hamlin operated the
store and boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Aubra
Toler who lived on the farm where the store
was located. George Rex's father, George M.
Rex, and his daughter Ellen were the next to
operate the store. They also lived on the
second floor.

During World War I the building was used
as a Red Cross sewing center. Miss Adella
Stewart was supervisor of the sewing in the
beginning, then she being a school teacher,
when her school started in the fall, Mrs. Alice
Douglas took over as supervisor. There were
stacks of materials which the ladies of the
community sewed into garments for the Red
Cross. At that time ice cream socials were
held as a means of making money for projects.
So an ice cream social was held. A very large
crowd attended and the proceeds went for
Red Cross use.

The next to use the building for a store was
Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Hunt who bought the farm
and moved there from the Cotton community
in December of 1918. They operated a general
store there for six years. Mr. Hunt got
employment at the State Reformatory in
Boonville, and Mrs. Hunt was assisted with
the farm work and the running of the store
by her brother-in-law Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe
Albert. On leaving the farm, Mr. and Mrs.
Hunt went to Boonville, then later came back
to the Mt. Pleasant area where Mr. Hunt set
up a small blacksmith shop and retired.

Mr. and Mrs. S.C. Martin of Clarksburg
bought the farm and as the old store was no
longer needed it was torn down in about 1931.
On the north side of the road just across from
the store building was a blacksmith shop that
operated for a short time. This was on the
Charlie Copas farm and was run by a Mr.
Potter and Bert Bryan. Mr. Bryan and Mr.
Copas were brothers-in-law, both having
married Howard girls. Mr. Potter married
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Information on Cooper County schools
before the disbanding of "country" or
"county" schools has been difficult to find,
for various reasons. However, the following
information has been gleaned from records of
the Boonville Advertiser Rural Life Editions,
Friends of Historic Boonville, Boonslick
Regional Library, and personal records of
Nicholas and Jeanne Brunda. In the name of
history, as much information as possible
should be preserved for posterity. School
records are invaluable for genealogical, heri-
tage organizations, and governmental proof
records. It is with this purpose in mind that
the following information on Cooper County
Schools (many now extinct building-wise as
well as record-wise) has been written for this
Cooper County History book. Insofar as
possible, dates and names are accurate. The
first school within present Cooper County
limits was taught by John Savage in a
‘building’ near Hannah Cole's Fort, in 1813.
Fifteen boys were enrolled. The classes were
held mostly outside, the pupils sitting on logs.
Tuition was $1.00 per month, per pupil. The
schoolmaster "boarded around," with pa-
trons of the school.

There was no tax-supported education in
Missouri until 1867. April 9, 1867, Boonville
voted 29-1 to establish a free white school. In
1878 a "large and commodious public school
building, a good black school, and 2 male and
2 female schools" were in Boonville. By 1961
there were 16 rural school districts. Counting
the high school, and Wooldridge, a village
district, Cooper County had 23 districts, with
1938 elementary pupils, and 778 high school
pupils, not including 92 kindergarteners in
Boonville. There were 5 parochial schools
with a total of 525 pupils at Lone Elm
Lutheran, Catholic (Ss. Peter and Paul) in
Boonville, Catholic in Pilot Grove, Martin-
sville, and Clear Creek. 100 pupils were
transported to Tipton, Clarksburg, Nelson,
and Smithton. In 1961 Boonville had a high
school, offering 64 units of credit, and in
Cooper County there were 4 A-rated high
schools: Pilot Grove, with 46 units; Otterville,
331/2 units; Bunceton, 28 1/2 ; and Prairie
Home with 28 units of high school credit
offered. John J. Pershing School, an impor-
tant part of Missouri Training School for
Boys, had AA rating, offering 28 units of high
school credit, accepted throughout the
United States by any school entered by a
graduate of this school.

Megquier Seminary, located at the corner
of Sixth and Locust streets, was established
in 1892 by Joseph and Julia Megquier. It was
considered a very select school for young
ladies, and offered an exceptionally fine
course in music. Mrs. Megquier died in 1902
and her successor, Mrs. Roller, tried to
continue the high standards of excellence the
seminary had become known for. However,
because of lack of interest generally manifest
in private schools at that particular time, the
doors of Megquier Seminary closed sometime
in 1905.

Cooper Institute, located on Sixth and
Locust streets, was established as an institute
of higher learning by Prof. Anthony Haynes.
A graduating class picture of May 28, 1891
shows the following young persons: Etta

Rogers, Julia Debo, Will Sappington, Rhoda
Gibson, Nora Rankin, John Bushnell, Eliz-
abeth Chambers, Mary Wheatley. It is said
to have had the last commencement exercises
on May 25, 1893.

Boonville (Female) Seminary aka Pleasant
Retreat Female Seminary, and as Missouri
Female College. This school, founded by Rev.
William G. Bell, a Presbyterian minister of
Boonville, was located south of the corner of
Sixth and Locust streets. It existed from
around 1840 to 1876. Miss Susan Taylor, of
Hoosick Falls, New York, supervised this
seminary. She later married Frederick T.
Kemper, who operated the Male Collegiate
Institute, later known as Kemper's Family
School.

Boonville Academy, located at the north-
east corner of Sixth and Vine streets in
Boonville. The school operated approximately
from 1880-1895. Some information insists
the school was in operation in the 1870's.

Kemper Military School and College.
Originally known as Male Collegiate Institute
and Kemper's Family School, this institution
was founded by Frederick T. Kemper in
June, 1844. There were five students, one, a
Boonville boy, D.C. Mach. The first location
was in a frame building on the corner of
Spring and Main streets; the next location
was in the old Mahan Hotel building on Court
street, at the rear of the present Cooper
County Courthouse. In 1845 the school was
moved to its present location in the west side
of Third Street, in the 700 block. It has been
in continuous existence through the War
Between the States (being temporarily co-
educational at that time), and World War I,
and World War II. Kemper Military School
and College is the only one of Boonville's
original seminaries and colleges that is still
in existence. It ranks high among military
schools throughout the United States. The
present president is Colonel Roger D. Harms.

Adelphai College, aka Female Collegiate
Institute. Located at Fourth and Vine streets,
on the southwest corner, this institution
"proposed to instruct young ladies in all the
solid and ornamental branches of a finished
education." It was begun in 1841 and incorpo-
rated in 1851 as the Boonville Female
Institute, the name later being changed to the
Greek word for sister, Adelphai. The school
continued until the War Between the States,
when the dormitory was used as a hospital for
wounded Confederate soldiers following the
Second Battle of Boonville. After the war,
Mrs. Jesse Main tried unsuccessfully to
revive the school, closing very shortly.

Washington School. The 1937 rolls show
the teacher to be Mrs. U.J. Logan, the pupils
to be: Leola King, Earl King, Mary Elizabeth
Crawford, Harold Schmalfeldt, Garnett
Schmalfeldt, Harold Kaune, Forest HeM,
Frances Klein, Bunny Kirchner, Dorothy
Kirchner, Betsy Tackett, Margaret Tackett,
Sonny Alpers, Juanita Alpers, Rosie May
Harris, Bobby Hoerl, Gilbert Muntzel, Lettie
Rodgers.

Bluffton School was established about
1866, on the Adams farm. George Adams and
Witt Tucker were early teachers, as were
Miss Allie Swanstone, Mrs. Henry Holt, Miss
Mildred Douglas, Miss Bessie Rush, Miss
Minnie Rentschler, Miss Annie Laurie Glaiz-
er, Miss Martha Cunningham, Miss Vance
Viertel. In 1937 the teacher was Mrs. John
Turley, and the pupils were Ann Oerly,

Suzanne Bornhauser, Alvin Lee Bornhauser,
Jim Bornhauser, Winn Bornhauser, Lois
Groom, Betty Ann Wilson, 011lie Vincent
Gramlich, Cecelia Gramlich, Estil Gramlich,
Vernon Wood, Gertrude Mae Cook, Lewis
Verner Cook, Raymond Carl Watts, Robert
Charles Bledsoe, Boyd Piatt, Paul Gross,
Harry Leroy Brickner, Edna Fisher, Marga-
ret Ginter, Bernice Ginter, Frances Eager,
Billy Walje.

Vollmer School was located four miles west
of Pilot Grove. In 1904-05, pupils were Emma
Duermeyer (Schneck), Lena Duermeyer, Ida
Duermeyer (Schler), Harry Duermeyer,
Mamie Dillard (Crawford), Lola Dillard,
Nettie Dillard, Earl Dillard, Lottie Friess
(Meisenheimer), Emma Selbach (Mueller),
Hilda Selbach (Schupp), Thakla Selback,
Adolph Selbach, Rose Wessing, Ida Wessing
(Shay), Katie Klenklen (Muessig), Lottie
Stephens, Arthur Deuschle, George
Deuschle, C.H. Schupp, Harry Sowers, Wal-
ter Lindsay, Mabel Knedgen (Hart), Edward
Knedgen, Rosa Larm (Twenter), Fred Larm,
Lizzie Larm (Twenter), Mary Larm (Felten),
Katie Nold (Gramlich), Anna Furgeson,
Sophia Neckerman (Young), Arthur Hayes,
Edd Jeffries, Jessie Powers (Rooney), Jackie
Richard, Joe Beck, Gene Beck, Will Mueller,
Ferdinand Grotzinger. The teachers were
Frank Diel and Jessie Powers. In 1937
Vollmer school teacher was Miss Helene
Cullen. There were only 6 pupils.

Crab Orchard. This school was instituted
before the War Between the States, but little
or no school was held during that conflict. At
the time of the Battle of Boonville, the school
building was used as a storing place for
powder used by the Confederates. By 1867
the school was back in service and considered
one of the best district schools of the time.
The teacher at that time was Mr. Joe
Williams, elder brother of Walter Williams of
Missouri University School of Journalism
fame. Pupils from the following families
attended from 1867 to 1874: Baldwin, Barn-
hart, Bales, Berry, Barlow, Chalpins, Caster,
Campbell, Craffen, Davis, Edwards, Fray,
Hoerl, Hurt, Humpreville, Jewett, Keiser,
Renken, Rankin, Russel, Runkle, Reid, Res-
sling, Mills, Muntzel, McCullogh, McFar-
land, McDowell, Shannon, Smith, Sourvine,
Shirley, Steigleder, Seamish, Schmidt, Wind-
sor. In 1937 the teacher was Miss Margrethe
Streit. Her pupils were Betty Allman, G.S.
Allman, Lloyd Hummel, Lon Hummel, Jr.,
Doris Edwards, Robert Edwards, Anna
Edwards, Cornelia Windsor, Mary Martha
Windsor, Elma Smith, Doris Smith, Frances
Smith, Marilyn Hoefer, John Edwards, Au-
drey Kirchner, Letha Sedgwick, S.R.
Brandes, J.D. Piles, Jr. Pupils in 1938-39
were Marilyn Mills Hoefer, Doris Virginia
Smith, Elma Ann Smith, Mary Martha
Windsor, Cornelia Belle Windsor, Berneice
Gensler, Frances Louise Windsor, Eula Marie
Windsor, and Wilburta Anne Schrader.

Hickory Grove. As of April, 1937, this
school had thirteen pupils. The teacher was
Miss Willella Williams. Pupils were Alvin
Brickner, Palmer Brickner, George Branch,
Bennie Branch, Betty Branch, Rosemary
Ross, Billy Ross, Marie Frederick, Margaret
Frederick, Louise Brueckner, Thelma
Brueckner, Hadley Wolfrum, Anna Louise
Stone.

The Lebanon School. In 1916 pupils were
Earl Hite, Cecil Hite, Wilbur Avery, Opal
Avery, Ethel Avery, Walter Avery, George



Moon, Clarence Moon, Zara Moon, Clara
Moon, Tommy Rothgeb, Mabel Rothbeb,
Nancy Mae Rothgeb, Will Rothgeb, Clarence
Brumback, Bernard Thomas, Ferrell Thom-
as, Juanita Thomas, Clara Bell Wolfe, Mil-
dred Edison, Thurman Hurst, Betty Warden.
The teacher was D.L. Rothgeb.

Prairie Home. In 1914 the teacher was Miss
Mary E. Bryan. Her students were Lesle
Verts, Harry Verts, Ernest Verts, Ada Verts
(Windsor), Roy Verts, John L. Haller, Marga-
ret Haller (Thoma), Bertha Haller (Gross),
Sylvester Haller, Henry Jeffers, Mabel Jef-
fers (Stine), Mildred Jeffers, Viola Brummel
(Eichelberger), Rosie Wesselman (Orscheln),
Flora Wesselman (McKinzie), Lillie Wessel-
man (Smidt), Leona Wesselman, Bennie
Wesselman, Gertrude Hoff (Haller), Howard
Moore, Bertrun Felten, Margretta Felten,
Paul Wiemholt, Alvena Wiemholt, Leonard
Schuster, Bernadine Schuster (Vollmer).

Davis School, south of Bunceton, was
taught in 1937 by Elmer Klein. His pupils
were Wilma Arnold, Irene Arnold, J.S.
Arnold, Junior Salzman, William Salzman,
Raymond Salzman, Buddy Harris, Tunny
Haurris, Van Edward Harris, Robert Brandes,
Kenneth Harris, Eula Mae Edwards.

West Oakland school was in the Clear
Creek neighborhood.

Pleasant Green, near Pilot Grove, was
taught in 1937 by A.G. Wolfe.

Peninsula-Laraine. Located three miles
north of Clifton City, this school was estab-
lished in the 1840's. It served both Cooper
and Pettis counties. During its service there
were three buildings erected, the third being
built on the county line in 1987 at a cost of
$220.00. Known then as County Line school,
it later was renamed Lamine. The original
school was known as Culp School. In 1909 the
teacher was Miss Delphia Richards, who later
married Henry Palmer. Students in 1909
were Lowel Ellis, Ora Ellis, Ray Ellis, Van
Ellis, John Ellis, Helen Ellis, George Ellis,
Hazel Ellis, Daisy Gibson, Jim Gibson,
Hannah Gibson, Ruth Potter, Helen Ball,
Laura Dietmaring, Elizabeth Dietmaring,
Clara Dietmaring, Henrietta Dietmaring,
Sarah Peters, Louis Beaman, Ada Beaman,
Emmit Burke, Bessie Burke, Isabelle Burke,
Frank McMullin, Elsie McMullin, Etha
McMullin, Frank Hayes, Celistine Hayes
(teacher), Leona Schibi, ? Schibi, Rosie
Schibi, Clementine Schibi, Bernice Baker,
Winifred Baker, Tillie Gehringer, Dewey
Gehringer, Jim Gehringer, Lawrence Wes-
sing, Katherine Wessing. There were other
students, but names are unknown.

Gill, District #82 was in the extreme
southeastern part of Cooper County, near
Clarksburg.

Keener, District #74, was near the south
county line, northwest of Clarksburg, close to
the Oakland Baptist Church. In 1937 the
teacher was Miss Elsie Nell Williams. Pupils
were Wanda Lee Bledsoe, Raymond Parker,
Henry Parker, Victor Williams, Paul Wil-
liams, Howard Fry, George Hewitt.

Glendale. This school was started about
1860 in a log house located 220 yards north
of the railroad station, Hirst, (Ashcraft
Place). The furniture was split logs on pegs
of wood for both seats and desks, called
puncheon benches. It was a private school,
supported by subscription, paid by the
pupils' parents. There were two terms of
school — 4 months beginning in September,
and 2 months beginning in April. McGuffey

Readers were used, the Primers and 6th
Reader, and Ray's Arithmetic, Grammar, and
Composition. The Nelsons, Hirsts, Woodses,
McCullochs, McCurdys, and Browns were
patrons in 1860. Teachers through the years
were Joseph Smith, L.O. Nelson, W.L. Nel-
son, F.C. Betteridge, Miss Minnie Barrin,
T.B. Anderson, Edgar Stone, W.H. Reynolds,
Miss Cammie Lewis, George Leach, B.P.
Homan, J.H. Parsons, Lelia Wilson, Edna
Martinson, Anna Laura Glaizer, Lucille
Lewis, Miss Pauline Groves, John Barrett,
John Givens, Jesse Ramsey, Miss Ellen
Reidy, George Sutton, Miss Ella Sterns, Mr.
Anderson, John Arnold, Mr. Fry, Miss Sally
Baxter, Miss Brookie Arnold, Miss Nell
Barron (Mrs. Will Monk), Miss Florence
Alexander, Miss Bessie Carver, Miss Alma
Worley, Marvin Thomas.

Oak Grove was two and one half miles east
of Clarks Fork Store site. The first building
was on the (now) Sam Holliday farm. It was
called Oak Ridge school because it was on a
ridge. In 1858 there was a school there, taught
by AK. Mills. The second building built in
Shipley Woods was in use in 1865 and called
Oak Grove. It was later consolidated with
Prairie Home School.

Splice Creek had Miss Bertha Albright as
its teacher in 1906-07.

Woodland, east of Boonville, was taught in
1889 by Charlie Shepherd. In 1914 Miss Allie
Swanstone was the teacher. In April, 1937,
Edna Stock (Mrs. John Derendinger) was
teacher. Pupils were Junior Mersey, Mary
Jane Farris, Patty Ann Farris, S.W. Farris,
Earl Ray Farris, Helen Fyrn Stevens, Ralph
Junior Givens, Walter Givens, Melvin Robert
Reynolds, J.E. Oerly.

Concord School. In April, 1937 the teacher
was E.B. Moore. Concord was located seven
miles south of Boonville. It was founded
shortly after the War Between the States.
The first teacher was Mr. Robinson. Pupils
in 1937 were Herman Frieling, Edna Frieling,
Loretta Frieling, Edgar Frieling, Harold
Grissum, James Grissum, Betty Grissum,
Melbourne Martin, Charles Martin, Edward
Martin, Marilyn Case, Helen Whitehurse,
Dorothy Louise Moore, Herman Knabe,
W.O. Knabe, Davene Blackwell, Nellie Sapp,
Mary Edwards.

Jefferson School was located east of Bunce-
ton. This school was taught by Miss Mae
Raymond in 1937. Pupils then were Robert
Earl Mersey, Marcella Fricke, Bobby Kahle,
Leon Kahle, Lee Roy Kahle, Lucille Kahle,
Maxine Kahle, Marjorie Frances Taliaferro,
J.H. Dilse, Emma Marie Dilse, Norma
Fahrenbrink, Joyce Fahrenbrink, Bonita
Fahrenbrink, Howard Fahrenbrink.

St. John's Catholic School, Clear Creek was
located approximately four miles from Pilot
Grove. Records are conflicting, but it is
generally acknowledged that a school was in
service as early as 1856. In 1943, 1944, and
1945, students enrolled were Leo Twenter,
Betty C. Twenter, Arthur Twenter, Jr.,
Robert Zeller, Curtis Kammerich, Robert
Kraus, Harold Kraus, Rita Kraus, Charles
Grotzinger, Bonnie Knedge, Patricia Felten,
Garaldine Kempf, Lawrence Kempf, Irene
Kempf, Alice Wessing, Evan Chappee.

Prairie Home Institute. The year is not
known, but the following pupils attended
Prairie Home Institute when Professor Ed
Carey was the teacher: Tom and ? Cros-
swhite, Charles Bornhauaser, Jim McClana-
han, Roy Ellis, William Ellis, Fannie Don

Carlos, Charley Eldridge, Archie Adair, Perry
Simmons, Porter Simmons, Clarence Sim-
mons, Mira Smith, ? Whitaker, ? Green, ?
Meredith, Tyrie Simmons, and Flora Sim-
mons.

Pisgah. In September, 1916, pupils includ-
ed Lee Jones, Elizabeth Jones, Wilbur Odil,
Paul Hurt, Emil Hurt, Velma Hurt Cole,
Helen Hurt, Hallene Hurt, Mabel Hurt Allee,
Louis Hurt, Raymond Turner, Ophelia
Turner Burns, Sadie Turner Oxley, Ada
Turner Hanson, Marie Oakman, Clarence
Oakman, Lois Hoback, Myrtle Moore Long,
Lucille Lewis, Mildred Lewis Floyd, Martin
Kirkpatrick, Squire Smith, Woodson Smith,
Paul Crosswhite, Vincil Baker, ? Scarbrough.

Fairview School was located six miles north
of Boonville, in Howard County, but served
by Cooper County.

Locust Grove, District 6 was near Lamine.
Miss Numan was the teacher in 1937.

Oak Hill. In 1937 the teacher was W.F.
Hein, who had the distinction of teaching 33
terms of school in Cooper County.

Mt. Nebo, located in the west central part
of Cooper County was taught in 1937 by Miss
Read. 8th grade graduates of 1937 were Jean
Cole, A.J. Reed, Jack Todd, and Bertrand
Lee Eichelberger. Other pupils in the school
were Polly Jan Cole, Billy Todd, and Billy
Mullett.

Cotton aka Dick's Mill #73. The first
school building was built in 1881 on land
given by J.B. Hunt, Sr. The second building
was erected in 1908. Early teachers were Miss
Gertrude Stephens, Miss Rebecca Kelly,
John Smith, Miss Madie Martin, Miss Fannie
Hickerson, and W.E. Harris. The following
students attended "The School of Cotton on
the Moniteau" in 1917: Willis Mercer, Wilbur
Mercer, Edgar (Dick) Long, Wilbur Long,
Addie Long, Glen Long, Porter Long, Burl
Long, Raymond Potts, Aubrey Potts, Melvin
Potts, Ruth Potts, Minnie Potts, Elbert
Potts, Lloyd Hodges, Wilma Hodges, Sam
Hodges, Jewell Hodges, John Hodges, Arthur
Albin, Elmer Albin, Velma Albin, Louis
Doerner, Opal Martin, Erma Gray Martin,
Mary Lee Martin, Virginia Harris, Helen
Harris, Pete Harris, Velma Powell, Norma
Powell, Lorene Powell, Helen Powell, Merl
Hunt, Lawrence Dick, Dora Dick, Joe Allison,
Alpha Allison, May Hall, Neta Hall, Mildred
Pulley, Raymond Pulley, Sylvia Pedego. The
teacher was Kathleen Born.

In January, 1947, the district voted in favor
of consolidating with Bunceton. April 25,
1947, the last term closed. Two eighth grade
pupils received diplomas, Henry Lee Long
and Donald Ray Dick.

In 1892, a Cooper County Teacher's Insti-
tute was held at Bunceton. Insofar as pos-
sible, the following teachers have been identi-
fied as attending this institute: Cliff Moore,
Will Nixon, Gip Moore, Dr. Glen Bradford,
George Sturges, Harvey Moore, Lee Cole-
man, Horace L. Stites, Bob Harriman, John
Arnold, Alan Woolery, Dick Embry, Miss
Hattie Paxton, Miss Annie Parris, Miss Alice
Parrish, Mrs. McKissick, Sophia Manger,
W.D. Adams, Prof. D.F. Blell, Miss Cora
Palmberg, Miss Docia Moore, Miss Mattie
Stites, Miss Lena Wilkerson, Miss Anna
Thompson, Miss Bettie Reid, Miss Minnie
Barron, Miss Sallie Baxter, Miss Cora Ste-
phens, Miss Connie Thompson, Chas. Roe,
Miss Lavinia Burns, Miss Celeste Allison,
Miss Marie Griffin, Miss Eunice McFarland,
Mamie Malott, Miss Kate Dwyer, Miss Dora



Bruce, Ike Huff, Clarence Ziegle, John Im-
raele, Will Jenner, Flora Hedgepeth.

The following is the roster of teachers and
staff in Boonville and Pilot Grove Public
Schools in 1964-65:

Boonville High School: W.F. Swain, Super-
intendent, Mrs. Mildred J. Crain and Mrs.
Flossie Smith, secretaries. E.C. Oerly, Princi-
pal, Miss Georgia Taylor, secretary. Teach-
ers: Miss Sandra Bailey, Phillip Baylor, Fred
Biesemeyer, Mrs. Edilyn Catlett, Harrison
Cochran, Mrs. Sue McCollum, Caroly
McCully, Uncas McGuire, Mrs. Wilma Mer-
edith, Mrs. Barbara Nielsen, Donald Oerly,
Earl Owen, Harold Rowland, Mrs. LaVerne
Sanford, Jack Shallenburger, Mrs. Jewell
Sleight, Mrs. Grace Watts, Charles Whitten,
Mrs. Dorothy Whitten, Donna Sue Dale,
Doris Fisher.

David Barton School: Marvin V. Thomas,
principal, Martha Price, secretary. Teachers:
Sara Patrick, Callie Ruddell, Mrs. Charles
Knorp, Izola Jones, Margaret McMillin,
Lillian Clevenger, Florence Gaddis, Edward
Cundiff, Edmee Davis, Nora Renfrow, Pau-
line Banning, Norene Gann, W.D. Vinyard,
Joe Mustion, Helen Wright, Dorothy Harlan,
Carolyn Koerner, Janice Bradshaw.

Central Elementary School: Dan Earhart,
Principal, Doris Schrader, secretary. Teach-
ers: Irene Amick, Corine Grathwohl, Jessie
Stock, Elizabeth Boehm, Frances Canole,
Margaret Repp, Vivian Glover, Patricia Ann
Wells, Mrs. John Yeager, Frances Jaeger,
Frances Garrett, Ruth Gibson, Barbara
Eidman, Dorothy Lauer, ClayBelle Morris,
Mary Fulks, Marian Mittler, Josephine Cun-
diff, Phrona Thomas.

Staff in County Schools:

Pilot Grove High School: Eugene T. Jewell,
Superintendent, Lucile Scott, secretary.
Teachers: Ann Betteridge, Lida Harris (also
Prin.), Floyd Giles, Glenda Chiles, Garry
Robb, Paul Montemurro, Mellard Secora,
Charlene Secora, Dorothy Lindstrum, Nancy
Dittrich, Bertha Weamer, Judy Wilson.

Pilot Grove Elementary School: Joseph
Twenter, Principal and 7th and 8th grade,
Velma Jewell, Oleda Cooper, Margaret
Chamberlain, Martha Townsend, Marla
Weston, John Cockerl1, Marie Wetherell.

by Jeanne Brunda

COTTON PATCH
SCHOOL HISTORY
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Article from 99th Anniversary Rural Life
Edition shows trends in education. Records
and names bring to mind long procession of
pupils, from jean-clad youths with cornpone
lunches to modern group of children.

(Note — The author is indebted for much
of the material used in this article to the
Historical Scrapbook compiled by Miss Mary
Belle Becker and pupils which won first place
in the rural school division of the contest
sponsored last term by the Historical Society
of Cooper and Howard Counties.)

Cotton Patch is one of Cooper County's
best rural schools, one of the oldest and
richest in historical records.

It is said that the first school ever conduct-
ed in Blackwater township was taught by
Miss Elizabeth Allison in 1839 in the south-

eastern part of the township, which now is
Peninsula district. The present districts of
Cotton Patch, Franklin, Peninsula and
Shackleford had access to that original
school.

Tradition has it that Cotton Patch, the
next recorded school, beganas a subscription
school, as did many others, in the late 1840's.

This first school was located in a wooded
spot one-half mile north of present Highway
40, in the northeast corner of the same eighty
acres on which the present building stands.
To this school came children from Cotton
Patch, Franklin, Peninsula and Shackleford
districts, many walking as far as four miles.

School was held a few months in the fall,
a few in the spring, and some of the pupils
were grown men and women. Such was
education in the early days.

Soon school taxes were levied and collected
by township clerks. The late C.I. Shouse, who
later became deputy school commissioner,
held the office of clerk in Blackwater town-
ship.

As people became more zealous for the
education of their children and it became
evident that small children and those less
sturdy could not reach this central school,
other districts were formed. Peninsula was
the next to organize.

Subscription school and family school had
been functioning, but on Oct. 28, 1886, N.F.
Allison deeded to the Board of Education one
acre for school purposes. This ground was
just south of Highway 40 and a trifle west of
Grandview filling station.

Other groups wanted to furnish "equal
rights" to posterity, so Franklin District was
organized Sept. 22, 1875, and Shackleford
Aug. 15, 1878.

In the meantime the road running east of
Cotton Patch schoolhouse was changed to
where Highway 40 is now located, and due to
the organization of the districts to the east,
it was decided to move the site nearer the
center of the district. Thus it was that in 1884
a new frame building was built on the present
site. This building was replaced in 1903 by
the present commodious structure.

Records show that Sept. 8, 1886, Thomas
Orr and wife deeded to E.A. Case, Thomas
Lakin and Thomas Caton, one acre of ground
for school purposes, thus completing the
organization of the present Cotton Patch
district. E.A. Case still resides a quarter-mile
south of the schoolhouse.

Origin of Name

In 1886 David Smelser settled about a mile
below the mouth of Heath's Creek and took
the first steps toward modernizing agricul-
ture in Blackwater township, with two or
three acres broken and fenced, and planted
to cotton. The yield was judged "Fine in
quality, large in quantity, and the community
became known as Cotton Patch Prairie.

Probably most of the early school districts
underwent name changes about the time
frame buildings were built. The writer recalls
that, across the Pettis County line, Buncome
became "Olive Branch," and Rag Ridge
became "Lookout." At the west edge of
Cooper, Rawhide became "Lamine." Cotton
Patch, however, survived with its original
name despite the fact that for a short time
after the site was changed and the first frame
building constructed, it was called
"Washington," in honor of George Wash

ington Lyne, first teacher in the new building.
The original name held and bears testimony
of those early settlers and their cotton crops.

Cotton Patch Teachers

Although the names of the very first
teachers at Cotton Patch have been lost, it is
known that C.A. Clark, W.S. Douglas, John
Woods, Jim Clark, Joe Davis, Tom Horn,
Pearly Gheen, Henry Rucker, Will Trigg,
Williams, Sam McCorkle, Miss Mattie Spur-
beck and Miss Mollie Parks taught in the log
building.

Teachers in the first frame building includ-
ed Lyne, Edmunds, W.S. Shouse, Jim Con-
way, W.T. Asbury, Miss Mollie Crews, Miss
Lucille Higgerson, Miss Dora Bruce and Miss
Eva Thornton.

Since 1903 teachers have been Lester
Harryman, W.T. Asbury, A.W. Brubaker,
Gip Moore, Wallace Mayfield, Harry Hay,
Miss Madge Asbury, T.R. Kemp, Miss
Gladys Asbury, L.N. Turner, Roy Hurd,
Craig Stanfield, Miss Geneva Hartman, Miss
Martha Rucker, J.T. Taylor, Miss Bessie
Rush, Miss Vesta Harvey, Miss Alice French,
H.L. Turner, Miss Elizabeth Nunn, Miss
Georgia Nunn, Miss Martha Sue Townsend
and Miss Mary Belle Becker, the present
teacher.

Probably not many schools in this county
or elsewhere have had a third generation
teacher. Such is Miss Becker, the grand-
daughter of W.T. Asbury and daughter of
Mrs. Madge Asbury Becker, former teachers.

The fact that Miss Becker has been re-
employed to teacher her fifth consecutive
term and that she is a home girl bears record
of her faithfulness. Truly she is a teacher,
untiring in her efforts to advance wisdom,
build character and promote the general
welfare. The closing thought in her remarks
on the last day of school this year was to
invoke "God's blessing" on all.

Cotton Patch Pupils

One's imagination, dwelling upon the long
profession of pupils to Cotton Patch school,
can discover some amusing comparisons.
Imagine, for instance, those early-day, Jean-
clad lads — actually grown men — carrying
their corn pone lunches to the present little
Miss with her bobbed hair, knee-length dress
and modern lunch complete with thermos
bottle.

Early family names common among that
long processional of pupils include Sutherlin,
Allison, Trigg, Rucker, Riddle, Staples, Mar-
shall, Clark, Shouse, Dix, Bridgewater, Grif-
fith, Lakin, Cook, Daugherty, Ferguson,
Helms.

Mrs. Harriet Allison Potter, the oldest
living pupil, now past 90 years of age,
attended prior to the Civil War.

A recent history of Cotton Patch school
prepared by teacher and pupils was dedicat-
ed to Mrs. Potter. She gladly recalled much
information used. One interesting event
typical of pioneer days is the story of Indians
peering in at the window one afternoon while
school was in session, causing much fear and
consternation until they passed on without
making further disturbance.

The following family names are from later.
records: Griffith, Caton, Case, Dorflinger,
Langlotz, Powers, Hamilton, Racy, French,
Biggs, Dix, Taylor, McGuire, Sutherlin,



Crabtree, Branstetter, Heim, Cramer, Bruce,
Cornine, Brummel, Younger, Jeffress, Wain-
scott, Turner, Charles, Mollet, O'Rourke,
McMullin, Solomon, DeWitt, Landon, Lawy-
er, Peterson and Holden.

Curriculum and Books

The very earliest schooling included more
than the "three R's" because grammar, with
its complicated diagramming and analyzing,
and geography were taught. Mental and
higher arithmetic were given and included
long and difficult rules. Spelling was
thoroughly taught by syllable and the old
Spencerian system of writing was a real
study, also.

The early text books, so precious then, with
small, compact, fine print and dull of color,
were vastly different from today's books of
large clear type with many colored pictures.

The earliest books included McGuffey's
Reader, Webster's Elementary Spelling
Book, known as the "old blueback speller"
because of its binding.

Cottonpatch, more progressive now, has
state-approved textbooks and a good library
carrying much reading material, many refer-
ence books and supplementary work.

School Amusements

The earliest amusement organization of
the district was Cotton Patch Debaters,
active during the late 1880's. People attended
the debates for pleasure and instruction.
Some debaters who took an active part were
J.D. McCutcheon and Walter Jones, Pilot
Grove: Kirkpatrick, Bunceton; Lester Jen-
kins, Elk Lick. Home community partici-
pants included John Bruce, W.T. Asbury,
J.A. Conway, the Rev. Clinton Cox and
others.

From the beginning the spelling match
furnished entertainment and instruction,
and spelling contests are still stressed. Just
last year the school won honors in spelling at
the Nelson fall festival.

Soon after 1900 the pie supper with
program was introduced, supplying social
activity and school funds. Pies often sold for
as much as five dollars apiece.

4-H Club work was first established in 1923
when Miss Vesta Harvey organized a sewing
club. Next a grain judging club was formed
under H.L. Turner; then a health club under
Miss Elizabeth Nunn, and music, manual
training and sewing clubs under Miss Mary
Belle Becker.

Club work displays and other school
exhibits have won many premiums at neigh-
boring fall festivals, achievement day con-
tests and state conventions.

During the past term the school won first
prize in a float parade at the Boonville Rural
School Day.

Cotton Patch also won the rural school
trophy in their Historical Scrapbook in a
contest sponsored during the last term by the
Historical Scrapbook in a contest sponsored
during the last term by the Historical Society
of Cooper and Howard Counties. The scrap-
book is now deposited in a fire-proof vault at
Columbia, Mo.

In the summer of 1935 patrons of the
district arranged a homecoming which pro-
vided a day long to be remembered by all
former pupils and teachers fortunate enough
to be present. They came from various

corners of the United States.

A note in regard to discipline must be a part
of any school history. The "Hickory Stick"
rule of "Spare the Rod and Spoil the Child"
was in evidence at Cotton Patch as elsewhere
in the past. The enrollment in the early days
reached as high as 120.

by Mrs. C.C. Alley

HIGHLAND SCHOOL
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The following is a history of Highland
School, District #31, Saline Township, Coo-
per County, Missouri. Located southwest of
Overton, Missouri, just off Highway 179.

In the early 1800's a man named John M.
Stilman started a conscription school in a
building that stood just east of the present
building, but still on the present old school
property.

Then in the year of 1863 one half acre of
ground was purchased, this from James H.
Farris. The school was at that time Dist. #3.
This was some distance east of the present
location. Some of the foundation of that
building was still visible a few years ago.

On October 2, 1905, the district began the
construction of the building that stands
today.

This was a one room building with two
cloak rooms and a raised stage.

During the succeeding years there were
sometimes as few as ten students and some-
times as many as sixty or more, all taught by
one teacher.

In 1918 the average daily attendance was
sixteen students, in 1937 there were forty
students.

In 1942 the teacher was Mrs. Houston
Schilb with the following students: Martha

Highland School, built 1905.

and Joann Mallotte, Hattie Piles, Imojene
Sieckmann, Bobbie Mae Kosfeld, Patty Ann
Sieckmann, Raymond Chrisman, Ross Fried-
rick, Carl Mallotte, Dottie Kosfeld, Jim Piles,
James Brady, Phillip Brengarth, Jamie
Odom, Robert Sieckmann Jr., Cecil Windsor
Jr., Frank Brengarth, Jack Piles, Milford
Friedrick, Garth Ashpaugh, Lester Chris-
man, Dorthy Wolfe, Mary Ann Kosfeld,
George Henry Friedrich, Gladys Wolfe, Cel-
este Brengarth, Hazel Oerly, Samuel Kosfeld,
Scharlotte Kosfeld, and Orpha Ann Ash-
paugh.

In the very early years pupils missed a lot
of school. This was a farming community and
when they were needed at home to work
school came second. Not too many progressed
beyond the third or fourth grade.

In 1918 the teacher was paid $67.00 per
month; the tax levy was 57 cents per $100.00
valuation.

In the year 1818 the boys of the school
decided to "turn the teacher out," to force
him to give them a Christmas vacation and
a treat. This was accomplished by taking him
to the creek and dunking him. They got the
vacation and treat. This began a Highland
tradition of locking the teacher out each year
before Christmas until he or she promised to
treat the students at Christmas. That tra-
dition endured right up to the last school
years.

In the 1930's and 1940's the room was
heated by a huge coal-burning stove. This
was replaced by a gas furnace in the later
years. On real cold days the students would
gather around the old coal furnace to keep
warm as the rest of the building got pretty
cold.

At sometime during the 1930's the Overton
school was consolidated with Highland,
because of floods in the Overton bottom
people moved to higher ground and this
diminished the student population in the




Overton school.

When the Highland School was consoli-
dated with the Boonville schools, an auction
was held and the school supplies, fixtures,
books, etc. were sold. The buildings and
grounds were purchased by the Highland
Community Club. The building is still in
excellent condition and has had a kitchen and
bathroom added.

Most of the records from the school have
been lost or misplaced and no one seems to
know which.

On June 14, 1987 there was a reunion at the
old school. Over a hundred former students
and teachers attended the reunion. One
teacher, who was also a former student,
attended the reunion as the oldest person
present. She was Mrs. Dorsey Viertel. In
those days teachers did not go to high school
and college, they finished grade school and
went on to teacher's college.

The reunion was organized by the writer of
this paper. I purchased the school's last flag
at the sale and since it was Flag Day 1987
when the reunion was held, I took it with me
and flew it in the front yard on that special
day.

by Seharlotte L. Kosfeld Klein, a
1942 grad

PRAIRIE HOME
INSTITUTE
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Prairie Home Institute was located about
14 miles south of Boonville, virtually equidis-
tant from Boonville, Rocheport, Providence,
Sandy Hook, California, and Bunceton.

Opened in 1865 by Rev. A.H. Misseldine,
it was successfully operated for several years
until Dr. W.H. Trigg purchased the institu-
tion in 1869, almost immediately selling it to
W.A. Johnston. Johnston in tum sold it to the
Public School district in the fall of 1869. The
school was continued under various adminis-
trators: Professor and Mrs. Edgar Dunnaway,
and Miss Margaret McPhatridge (later Mrs.
Wm. Ellis, Jr.).

In convention in May, 1871, the school
district empowered Mr. G.G. Wilson to
dispose of the building to a teacher who
would conduct a boarding school for the
education of both sexes. The institute was
sold to A. Slaughter, the president of the
Texas Prairie High School in Lafayette
County, Missouri. After a thorough repair in
the summer of 1871, the school was formally
opened September 11, 1871. Three teachers
were in charge: Miss Laura A. Slaughter, Miss
Mary Jane Lauderdale, and Mr. Joel H.
Abbott. In October, 1874 fire destroyed the
Institute entirely. The building stood on the
present Prairie Home fairgrounds. There is
nothing left to mark its location excepting the
indentation of the old well.

The community rallied around the princi-
pal, encouraging support of a fine new edifice,
and in 1884 a contract was let for rebuilding.
By April 1, 1875, the new building was
completed, and opened for study on the 26th
of April. The sixth annual session of Prairie
Home Institute opened on September 4,
1876, with increased patronage. 75 pupils
were boarded. Both sexes were boarded and
taught. Although no specific religious denom

ination was "in charge," regularly ordained
ministers of all faiths were invited to preach
in the "chapel." Interestingly enough, this
statement appears in one of the advertisem-
ents: "The location of the school renders the
pupils free from all the temptations which
they have to encounter in the large cities and
towns, which is at once apparent to the
thoughtful mind."

From 1876 to June, 1880, Professor Slaugh-
ter was in charge. In 1881 there was no school,
however Professor W.H. Rea was principal in
1882 and 1883. Professor Kuykendall and
Estil Carey ran the school in the 1890's.
Around 1900 the school was sold and turned
into a dwelling. Henry Fricke bought the
building, tore it down and built a house on
the property. Later the property was sold to
William F. Wood. Probably the best known
and loved school man to head the Prairie
Home Institute was E.E. Carey, member of
a prominent family which settled in Moni-
teau County long before the War Between the
States. Professor Carey entered the teaching
profession as a young man. He later became
president of the Hooper Institute at Clarks-
burg, and then head of Clarksburg College.
He served as superintendent of schools at
Jamestown and Lupus, as well as being
superintendent at Chamois, Linn, Center-
town, and Pilot Grove.

(From files of Nicholas A. Brunda)

by Jeanne Brunda

SUMNER SCHOOL
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Sumner School for colored children was
established in 1868 and continuously oper-
ated until integration in 1956. The school
originally was at the corner of Fourth and
Spruce Streets and later relocated at Jackson
and Rural Streets in 1939.

The Sumner High School was established
in 1884, with the first pupil graduating in
1886. This pupil then attended Oberlin
College, in Ohio, and became a prominent
teacher. Records indicate that fifty percent
of the graduates have taken further studies
in pharmacy, teaching, theology, engineering,
and business courses. Many have been very
successful in their chosen fields.

by Jeanne Brunda

BAXTER SCHOOL
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In the 1876 Cooper County Patron of
Atlas, one can see the farm of Hugh Baxter,
originally from Kentucky, in Townships 45
and 46, Range 17 West, 5th P.M., Sections 27
and 26. Baxter School was built on part of this
farm around 1878.

The school was at the top of a rocky,
wooded hill and faced the east toward the
gravel road that ran north of the town of
Round Hill toward the town of Boonville. On
the north side of the school was another
gravel road that makes a T intersection with
the Boonville Road. This road on the north
runs west for a couple of miles and then turns
south towards Tipton and comes out at the
intersection of B and AA Highways. Across

the road and north of Baxter School was
Hopewell Baptist Church. Directly west of
the school on the south side of the road is
Hopewell cemetery and it is still maintained.
The school and church were torn down
sometime before 1970. Directly east of Baxter
School and Hopewell Church is the present
day farm of Gentry Taylor (1908-1987). At
one time this owned by Gentry Taylor's
grandfather, T.B. Anderson (1858-1936) who
lived there around 1914.

Gentry Taylor and his brother, Ralph
(1911-1978), were only a few of the young-
sters who received their elementary educa-
tion at Baxter. Gentry went to school there
about 1914-1921. Ralph and Gentry lived
with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Edward "Ed" Taylor, on a farm about two
miles south of Baxter School on the road
toward Round Hill. This farm is presently
owned by the Ralph Taylor Family.

Round Hill is gone now but used to be a
very busy trading center before the Civil War
and the railroad came through Tipton.
Round Hill was located on the crossroads
that are presently a mile east of Route B and
Highway AA intersection north of Tipton
and near the extreme southern border of
Cooper County.

Baxter School closed many decades ago.

by Robert Taylor

HOOPER INSTITUTE
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Hooper Institute was founded in 1876 at
Clarksburg by Joseph Norris Hooper. The
first session lasted only three months, begin-
ning with ten students, and under the name
of "Clarksburg Select School."

Prof. Hooper conceived the purpose of the
school to be that of giving to ambitious
students the opportunity to advance beyond
the grade work offered them by the district
school, and to fit them to enter college or
prepare to teach. His ideas were in advance
of the development of the public school
system in Missouri.

The second term of the Institute lasted
only four months, and was held in the upper
story of an old warehouse. The second session
failed financially but a 38 pupil enrollment
encouraged the opening of another four
month term, with a ten month session
planned to begin the following September.

Bitter political differences arose between
the Clarksburg Academy and Hooper Insti-
tute, and became so severe that both schools
became defunct early in the 1900's. However,
in spite of the rivalry between the two
Clarksburg institutions, Hooper Institute
prospered with faculty additions, better
facilities, and great popularity.

By 1891 enrollment at Hooper Institute
had increased to 160, and was well known
throughout the nation. The University of
Missouri approved the Institution and its
graduates were admitted without the cus-
tomary examination for entry. The school
became well known for its teacher training
program. Many teachers for Missouri and
surrounding states were educated here. Hoo-
per Institute held its last session in 1908.
Clarksburg Academy gave up its struggle for
existence in 1910.

The statue of the Goddess of Liberty,



which once stood on the grounds of the
Institute was a memorial by the student body
of 1892. It now stands on the lawn of the home
of W.E. Hooper, son of the founder of Hooper
Institute, a symbol of the proud spirit that
still lives in the hearts of its graduates.

by Jeanne Brunda

ZION LUTHERAN

SCHOOL, LONE ELM
T57

Zion Lutheran School was established in
1896. The building, originally a church, was
moved approximately four miles to its pres-
ent location. The land it is situated on was
donated by William Twillman and Dr. Kelly
of Lone Elm. Mr. Charles Dusenburg, a
musician from St. Louis, was the first teacher.
Eight grades were taught in one room, with
as many as 65 students enrolled at one time!
It remained a one-room school until 1969
when another room, restrooms, hall, and
basement were added. Another teacher was
hired at that time to teach grades one through
four in the new room. The curriculum covers
all subjects taught in the public schools plus
religion. Confirmation is taught to seventh
and eighth graders by the pastor of Zion
Lutheran Church in the always present
Confirmation Room. Enrollment averages
25-35 students each year. Students compete
with other area schools in basketball. An
outdoor court was put down in 1980.

A 22 passenger bus is operated by the
school. It runs daily and covers probably close
to 100 miles daily picking up children in
Bunceton, Prairie Home, Boonville, and
surrounding country gravel roads.

A Board of Education consisting of three
members, two teachers, and the pastor helps
keep the school's education up to date. The
school is supported by members of Zion
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Lone Elm School picture, 198889.

ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL
LONE ELM, MO.

of other denominations wishing to give their
children a Christian education.

At the present time my family has six
students attending that are all first cousins
and also fifth generation family members
attending the same school. We are very proud
of our small school and the education of our
children receive is top notch.

by Alice (Toellner) Simmons

NEW LEBANON
SCHOOL
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The New Lebanon School was a one room
schoolhouse, built in 1889.

Recorded in the minutes in March, 1889,
the School District borrowed $800.00 at 8%
interest from John W. Mann for their
"Building Fund." A new schoolhouse was
erected at this time. The loan was paid off in
eight installments, final payment being made
March, 1893. Witnesses to final payment
were Arthur Cook, J.H. Helms, T.M. Cash,
ILM. Hite and D.R. Brubaker. This new
school could seat 54 pupils, is the building
which still stands today.

At the annual meeting (for which records
are available from New Lebanon for the years
beginning with 1890) the resident patrons of
the School District met, organized them-
selves by electing a chairman and secretary
of the meeting and decided by vote upon
various items of business, such as the election
of one director for a term of three years (each
district had three directors), the establish-
ment of the amount of excess tax levy per
$100.00 valuation required for school pur-
poses, the letting of the contract for wood for
fuel for the school or any other pertinent
subjects.

An annual enumeration was taken usually
after the close of the previous school term to
determine the number of potential scholars.

Every child from 5 to 19 years was enumera-
ted; this did not mean that all so counted did
in fact attend the next term. Often the older
children did not, although with the passage
of various compulsory attendance laws, this
was necessary.

A list of all teachers and salary per month
are listed in the records. Many teachers and
pupils went through the doors of New
Lebanon School.

Edgar W. Brubaker was the first teacher in
this new building 1889-90 with a salary of
$40.00 per month. Mrs. Marie Jenkins Wolfe
was the last teacher in 1946-47; her salary was
$140.00.

When the New Lebanon School closed in
1947, the district was consolidated into the
Pilot Grove School District.

Eighth grade graduates this last year were
Earlene Schupp, Bonnie Brumback and
Wayne Spence.

A group of people of the New Lebanon
Community met at the school building
September 11, 1948 and organized into an
association. The school building was pur-
chased for $350.00 from the Pilot Grove
consolidated school district, with donations
contributed by those interested. The name
New Lebanon Community Center was sug-
gested.

The following board members were elec-
ted: Clarence Brumback, Richard Rothgeb,
Speed Boulware, Woodrow Wolfe, Mrs. Nina
Jenkins and Mrs. Clarence Brumback.

In October 1948 the association bought for
$15.00 the stove from the Mt. Nebo School-
house, also consolidated into Pilot Grove
School District and installed it at New
Lebanon. In 1967 a propane gas heater was
installed.

The Community Center is used as a
meeting place by various groups, Home
Improvement Club, Jolly Workers 4-H Club
and others. The center is used for a polling
place during elections.

Donations have been given for the needed
expenses and for the upkeep of the building.

Board members in 1988 are Jeanette
Rothgeb Heaton, president; Marvin Thomas,
Orville Rothgeb, Robert Werner, Jerry Ann
Mayfield and Lucille Brumback, secretary
and treasurer, who has served since its
organization in 1948.

by Lucille Brumback

FELDER SCHOOL
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19001901

In 1865, Peter J. Felder built a house on
land he homesteaded. He built the house at
night and hid out during the day. This was
because there were Bushwhackers in the area,
who would not harm women, but often would
kill men. Mr. Felder gave an acre of land to
build a schoolhouse; it was called the Felder
School. All of the Kobel children attended
there, as well as some of their children. The
school was approximately a mile walk each
way. The schoolhouse is still standing and is
now owned by Emma Knipker Kendrich.

The following photograph was taken
around 1900. It includes four of the Kobel



Felder School in 1900-1901 included: Front row (left to right): Roy Lawson, Otto Keil, Martin Dick, Hugh
Odneal, Martin Odneal, Mayme Harris, Amelia Keil Burger, John Kobel, Mary Strickfaden, Andy
Strickfaden, Selma Ernst Kobel, Augusta Ernst, Lula Roedel Kirshman, Lula Odneal Smith; middle row:
Edward Rau, Frank Dick, Tom Odneal, Eliza Kobel Schnur, Christena Strickfaden, Bertha Kobel Lachner,
Laura Odneal, Otto Ernst, Clarence Harris, Anna Klein, Katherine Scheidt Baker, Frank Keil; back row:
Will Rau, Edd Swietzer, Flora Odneal Schaaf, Lula Schaaf, Serepta Evans, Jennie Odneal Harris, Christena
Scheidt, Mary Kobel Borghardt, John Lawson, Joseph Klein, Fred Keil, John Dick. The teacher was Mr.

Anderson.

children and two who married into the
family.

by Shirley Frieling

A TRIBUTE TO
COOPER COUNTY
SCHOOLS
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Miss Willie Viola Harris, born in Bunceton,
Missouri, May 18, 1897, pays tribute to
Cooper County Schools. She stresses basics
from the viewpoints of both a former pupil
and a former teacher. Cooper County provid-
ed the means for rural children to be
promoted and keep pace with urban pupils.
Compared to 1988 equipment was limited,
but dedicated teachers provided ability and
patience to compensate. Miss Harris enrolled
in the first grade in Old Keener School in
1903. Memories exist of those attractive little
pencil boxes and games, such as drop the
handkerchief, town ball, and those exciting
ciphering matches every Friday. A thorough
county-wide course of study was provided.
Printed quarterly and final examinations
were required for seventh and eighth grades.
Final papers were graded at the county seat
office. In 1913 Miss Harris received that
prized eighth grade diploma issued by the
County Superintendent of Schools, Dan
Rothgeb. Commencement exercises were
held in Boonville. An important event was a
spelling contest — a basic that has grown
popular nationally.

Bunceton High School continued strict
observance to basics — English, mathema-
tics, history, science and Latin as an elective.
Soon other electives were offered. In the early
teens all Cooper County high schools gained
first class rating making graduates eligible for
entrance into higher institutions of learning.
Sam F. Mauck and George H. Merideth of
Bunceton, along with other administrators of
the county, were enthusiastic leaders.

Miss Harris began her teaching career in

New Lebanon in 1918-1921. The community
was known for educators, including the
Rothgebs, Downings and Thomases. Pupils,
now senior citizens, testify to the value of
early basic training. Some have continued in
higher education or in business; others have
become intelligent citizens in their various
chosen fields. The Old Historical Presbyteri-
an Church stands as an inspiring monument
for both old and young. In 1926 and later in
1930-1938 Miss Harris served her home town
high school at Bunceton teaching English,
Latin, speech and Missouri history. Adminis-
trators and teachers county-wide met fre-
quently and exchanged ideas. They sponso-
red contests in sports, music, speech and at
times creative writing. By 1988 former pupils
have become recognized as instructors, au-
thors and scientists. A great number have
been trained scientifically, or in actual
practice, in agriculture for a county abun-
dantly rich in land and resources.

The writer has attempted to recognize the
rich contribution of Cooper County in the
field of education. To achieve desired goals
one must pay the price in effort as well as in
money. Miss Harris has found it an enjoyable
effort. She has two undergraduate degrees
from Central Missouri State University, a
Master of Arts in English and Latin from the
University of Missouri, a Master of Arts in
speech pathology from the University of
Denver and graduate credit at the School of
Speech at Northwestern and Gallaudet Col-
lege for the Deaf. She is listed in Who's Who
in American Education and Who's Who in
International Poetry, Sth Edition. She has
taught a total of fifty-eight years in Missouri,
Illinois, California and Ohio. She retired
December 31, 1982, in Quincy, Illinois.

by Miss Willie Viola Harris

HISTORY OF
BONVILLE
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS
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Education for the children of early settlers
began in 1813 when John Savage established
the first school in Cooper County. It was
located on Lilly's Branch (Morgan Street
hollow area) with an enrollment of 15
"scholars." There was no schoolhouse and the
scholars sat on one log, in the open air, and
the teacher on another log facing his pupils.
The price of tuition was one dollar per month,
payable in anything the settlers bad that was
worth one dollar. The school continued for
only one month, "as it was caused to cease
through fears of an attack by the Indians."

In 1817 Hannah Cole's cabin at Cole's Fort
served as the first schoolhouse in the Boon-
ville area and was among the first polling
places used in the general election of 1819.
The town of Boonville was laid out in 1817,
but the first lots were not sold until 1819 after
Cooper County was organized.

Prior to the Civil War there were few public
schools. Children in Cooper County received
their education in private schools, institutes,
or academies, "some 20 of which were started
in Boonville at one time or another." Many
people here (in Boonville) sympathized with
the South and others with the North. The
Southerners particularly wanted their chil-
dren in private schools as "they could keep
better check on what the professors were
teaching." This no doubt had a great in-
fluence on the low average daily attendance
when the public schools were established in
Boonville in 1867.

The Missouri Legislature passed an act
authorizing cities, towns, and villages to
organize for school purposes during its
session on March 12, 1867. On March 29, 1867
the following notice was issued in the city of
Boonville:

"The undersigned resident free holders of
the city of Boonville request an election of the
qualified votes of said city at the mayor's
office on Tuesday, April 9, 1867, to determine
whether they will accept the provisions of an
act authorizing any city, town or village to
organize for school purposes, with special
privileges, approved March 16, 1867; and
organize said city in accordance therewith. —
C.W. Sombart, H.L. Wallace, John Bernard,
Thos. Plant, J.L. Stephens, Nicholas Walz,
Stephen Weber, J.P. Neef, Jacob Zimmer, E.
Roeschel, J.F. Gm elich, John Fetzer.

The election was held April 9, 1867 and 30
votes were cast, 29 for and 1 against organiza-
tion for school purposes. On April 23 six
citizens were elected to the first Board of
Education: Joseph L. Stephens, Joseph A.
Eppstein, C.W. Sombart, John Bernard, H.A.
Hutchison, Franklin Swap.

A two-story building 22 feet x 60 feet
located on Sixth Street at the present site of
Central School (1986), was purchased from
C.H. Allison for $5,250. Professor Allison had
operated a private school at this location for
some time before it was purchased by the
Board of Education. School opened Septem-
ber 23, 1867 for a term of 38 weeks with
Joseph C. Mason, principal and Mrs. Clara



Atkinson, Mrs. Mary E. Schaefer and Miss
M.E. McKee assistants in the school for white
children; and S.G. Bundy and wife, Mrs. C.M.
Bundy teachers for the colored school. Sum-
ner School, for "colored" children, was
located at the corner of Fourth and Spruce
Streets, now the site of the Daniel Boone
Apartments (1986).

Enrollment for the first year ending June
19, 1868 was: enumeration, 1302; white 377,
male 239, female 138; colored 199, male 104,
female 95; average attendance, white 207,
colored 77; total average attendance 284,
equals 50 % of enrollment.

The second year ending June 3, 1869, the
enumeration for the town was 951 white and
361 colored for a total of 1312 with an average
attendance of 350 white and 150 colored. Six
grades were "opened" this year.

Two wings were added to the original
building at a cost of $22,800 and bonds were
issued by the Board of Education. Each wing
contained four classrooms. The south wing
was completed in 1869 and the north wing
was completed in 1870. "The eight rooms
thus added are well lighted and ventilated,
and furnished with improved desks."

On November 9, 1874, a Board Committee
on getting a larger bell reported a list of
prices. After discussion of Board of Educa-
tion, "Committee was instructed to procure
bell that they may deem best."

On January 16, 1875 the matter of purchas-
ing a bell was discussed and the committee
"were instructed to order a 40 inch Blymer
bell at the price purposed by the agent of
$153.00 on condition that the bell be accepted
and paid for if it prove perfectly satisfactory
after one months trial."

On February 23, 1875 "plans and estimates
for mounting bell was taken up when after
some discussion it was decided to mount the
bell on the north wing and to accept the
proposition of B.F. Jones to do the work at
$50.00."

Central School was destroyed by fire in
December 1937, and the bell was salvaged
from the fire. On September 26, 1939, the
Board of Education decided that "the bell be
mounted on Central School Grounds and a
suitable inscription placed thereon." The bell
is presently displayed (mounted on a con-
crete slab) on the east side of the Central
School playground and children play around
and on it most every day.

Overcrowding at Sumner, the colored
school on Spruce and Fourth Streets, seemed
to be a problem for several years. References
to overcrowding and resulting bond issues
and tax levy increases were found in the
Board of Education minutes from 1874 to
1895.

On November 9, 1874 the Board of Educa-
tion Committee on "procuring an additional
room for the colored school" reported they
had rented a room for the purpose under the
Thespian Hall at $8.00 per month.

On December 29, 1876 the Board rented
the A.M.E. (African Methodist Episcopal)
Church (which is presently on Spruce Street
next door to the then colored school) for
school rooms for two months at $6.00 per
month.

On October 18, 1879, the president of the
board made reference to the "overcrowded
condition of the colored school" and an
investigation was to be made and a full report
given about the condition of the school.

April 15, 1881 voters approved a levy of 15

cents "for the purpose of enlarging and
otherwise improving the colored schoolhouse
on the corner of Spruce and Fourth Streets.
The vote was 290 for and 79 against. On July
16, 1881, a contract was awarded to L.
Roberts for $870 less the tin work, and the tin
work contract was awarded to J. Lieber for
$265.

On November 21, 1884, the Board of
Education rented the Old Church on Sixth
Street for the colored school (in addition to
the school on Fourth and Spruce) at $4.00 per
month.

On May 21, 1892 a petition was presented
"to build an addition to the Colored School
Building (Sumner) on Fourth Street." The
matter was referred to an architect for plans
and specifications on May 24, 1892. A special
election was held June 28, 1892, to increase
the levy 20 cents to build an addition to the
Colored School at a cost of $2,385. The vote
was 240 against and 131 for. The levy increase
was defeated.

On September 30, 1892, the crowded
conditions at the colored school were pre-
sented to the Board, and they were to look
into the advisability of renting the Old
Baptist Church on Vine Street between Fifth
and Sixth Streets for the use of colored
children.

On February 23, 1893 "the matter of the
petition heretofore filed being presented to
the Board of Education for the purpose of
erecting an addition to the schoolhouse for
colored children" was reconsidered. The
Board of Education decided to submit a levy
increase in the amount of 20 cents at the
regular election April 4, 1893. The vote was
431 for and 225 against. There were 668 votes
cast. "The secretary was ordered to certify
the vote to the county clerk as required by
law." The minutes do not say whether the
levy passed or failed and no motion was found
in later minutes of the Board of Education
that a contract was awarded for an addition
to be built at the colored school. (This was a
levy increase, not a bond issue.)

A petition was submitted to the Board of
Education on March 2, 1895, from colored
citizens and taxpayers. The petition asked
the Board of Education to submit to voters
in April, "a proposition to improve the
present schoolhouse for colored children on
Fourth and Spruce Streets or erect a new
building containing five rooms." On April 2,
1895, a proposition to issue bonds in the
amount of $6,000 for the purpose of building
a new schoolhouse for colored children was
on the ballot. "The building was to be of stone
and brick, two stories high, and containing 8
rooms, each 24 x 28 feet." The vote was 479
for the loan and 185 against the loan. The
loan was defeated since there were 726 votes
cast in the election. 484 votes were required
for the proposition to carry, so it was defeated
by 5 votes.

On July 29, 1895 contracts in the amount
of $1,600 were allowed to add two rooms and
make other improvements to the colored
schoolhouse to help relieve the overcrowding.
The opening and closing dates of the colored
school were to be extended to allow the work
to be completed.

On October 3, 1896 the Secretary of the
Board of Education called to the attention of
the Board the necessity of building additional
rooms to the white school on Sixth Street.
"The public should be educated up to the
matter, so that when at the next spring city

election, an issue of school bonds is asked,
there will be no danger of a refusal by the
citizens of Boonville."

On February 27, 1897, the Board of
Education adopted a resolution that a propo-
sition (bond issue) be submitted to voters of
the school district in the amount of $12,000
for the purpose of "remedying the evils of the
original building and displacing the old part
of the schoolhouse between the wings, by
erecting a modern structure that will give
ample room and proper sanitary arrangem-
ents."

The $12,000 bond issue was voted April 6,
1897. The vote was 544 for the loan and 98
against the loan. With 707 total votes cast,
472 were necessary to carry the loan. The loan
carried.

On April 30, 1897, a contract was awarded
to Lewis and Kitchen of Kansas City in the
amount of $2,100 for a Smead heating and
ventilating system for the proposed new
building and for placing "dry closets" in the
basement of the new building.

On June 4, 1897, B.F. Jones, contractor of
Boonville was awarded the contract for the
new building for $9,200.

The new center section of Central School
was completed and school opened on October
12, 1897 with teachers awarded contracts for
an eight months school year.

The high school developed rapidly and
soon outgrew the cramped quarters at Cen-
tral School. A special election was held March
2, 1914 in the amount of $65,000 "for the
purpose of securing sites, building two new
schoolhouses and equipping the same." The
vote was 587 for and 219 against with 6 votes
rejected for a total vote of 812.

The new high school building was complet-
ed September 1, 1915 and is presently known
as Laura Speed Elliott Middle School. The
colored school, Sumner School at Fourth and
Spruce, was completed in 1916.

When the new high school was completed
Central School became an elementary school,
but the high school continued to play basket-
ball in the gymnasium as there was no gym
at the new high school.

On February 20, 1920 an election was held
to vote bonds in the amount of $40,000 "to
install a new heating plant, construct a new
roof over the entire building (possibly this
was when the cupola was removed), and make
necessary changes in the interior of the
building" at Central Elementary School. The
vote was 438 for and 15 against the proposi-
tion.

Two local contractors obtained the con-
tracts: W.J. Cochran Construction Company
for the sum of $31,164 and Davis Plumbing
and Heating for $7,448.

On December 27, 1937, Central School,
Boonville's first public school was destroyed
by fire during the Christmas vacation. The
485 pupils completed the 1937-38 school year
and the next school year 1938-39 in tempo-
rary classrooms. The fourth, fifth and sixth
grades had classes on the first floor of the
high school. As a result the vocational
agriculture and home economics depart-
ments were moved to the Boonville National
Bank (now Western Auto). Rooms were
remodeled at the Baptist and Presbyterian
Churches so the other classes could be located
there. Classes were also held in the K.C. Hall
and the science room on the second floor of
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School.

Because of the fire, the Board of Education



adopted a resolution on February 25, 1938
urging the allocation of P.W.A. funds that
had been requested two years before. Copies
of the attached resolution were sent to
Congressmen Bennett C. Clark, Harry S.
Truman, and William L. Nelson.

On March 28, 1938 the Board of Education
decided to have the architect proceed "on the
basis of a project to be known hereafter as the
three point program.

I. Construction of a sixteen room elemen-
tary school building on the present elementa-
ry school site together with the property
before mentioned south of the building and
extending to Elm Street.

2. The construction of a combination
auditorium-gymnasium just south of the high
school building on the property known as the
Schler property which was purchased on
March 25, 1938. This in conjunction with
some remodeling of the present high school
plant.

3. Expansion of the present Sumner
School Building by the addition of a wing to
the north end which will include a room
for domestic science and manual training as
well as a combination auditorium and gym."

On April 16, 1938, Board members T.C.
Beckett and T.F. Waltz visited Senator
Harry S. Truman regarding the PW.A. funds
requested by the Boonville School District.

On April 22, 1938 the Board of Education
began proceedings to condemn the property
south of the burned Central School site. The
property was acquired and two houses were
removed from the property "known as the
Schubert Property." The school janitor's
residence on the school property next to the
alley on Walnut Street was also removed at
this time.

A bond issue in the amount of $175,000 was
voted on May 17, 1938 "for the purpose of
purchasing schoolhouse sites, erecting
schoolhouses and furnishing same, and build-
ing additions to or repairing old buildings."
There were 1704 for and 124 against with "23
spoiled and rejected ballots."

On May 31, 1938 the Board of Education
adopted a resolution "to file an application
to the United States of America through the
Federal Emergency Administration of Public
Works for a grant to aid in financing the
construction of an elementary school build-
ing, a high school auditorium, a high school
gymnasium, a colored school building, pur-
chasing of sites, furnishing and equipping
same."

On August 10, 1938, a Federal Emergency
Administration of Public Works grant of
45% of the cost of the three-point plan, not
to exceed $170,181, was made by the United
States of America to the Boonville School
District.

The wage scale for the building program
was adopted on August 30, 1938.

On October 4, 1938 contracts were awarded
totaling $118,235 to the following companies
to build Central School: John Epple Con-
struction Company, $94,400; Economy
Plumbing and Heating, $16,975; Sam D. Ellis
Electrical Company, $6,860.

On December 1, 1938, "a delegation of
colored people" met with the Board of
Education concerning "buying a new site and
building a new school for negro children."
The Board decided "to proceed with the
plans for an addition to Sumner School,
according to the original plans and specifica-
tions at an estimated cost of $25,000."

On January 19, 1939 a committee from the
Chamber of Commerce of Boonville reques-
ted a joint meeting with the Board of
Education. They presented a very detailed
and lengthy proposal asking that a new site
be purchased and a new building be built for
the "colored children."

The Chamber of Commerce Committee
proposed that "if the present Sumner School
(corner of Fourth and Spruce) can be sold for
$9,000, $48,000 or more would be available for
site, building and equipment of an entirely
new plant for a school for colored children,
made up as follows: Present allocation for
same, $26,440.10; Present property,
$9,000.00; Saving on high school auditorium,
$10,000.00; Item in present financial plan for
interest on bonds during course of construc-
tion, which will be provided for and paid out
of present tax levy, $3,487.50; Total,
$48,927.60."

In order to change the three-point plan
from an addition to Sumner School to a new
building on a new site, an amended applica-
tion for a supplementary grant was made on
March 6, 1939 through the Federal Emer-
gency Administration of Public Works "for
the amount of $9,818 which represents 45 %
of a total of $21,818. The $12,000 necessary
to match this grant are available to the
Boonville School District." The amended
application being for "the construction of an
elementary school building, a high school
auditorium, a high school gymnasium, a
colored school, purchasing of sites, furnish-
ing, and equipping same."

On Tuesday, April 4, 1939 the Board of
Education submitted to voters an increase in
the levy for the amount of 80 cents in addition
to the annual levy of 20 cents for the year
1939-40. There were 832 votes for the in-
crease and 515 against the increase.

On May 17, 1939 a property site was
selected for the new Sumner School in the
East Boonville Addition. The new building
was to be a "brick building consisting of seven
well-lighted adequately sized classrooms, all
on ground level and a combination auditori-
um-gymnasium." The school was to be
completed by December 20, 1939.

The old Sumner School (Fourth and
Spruce) was advertised for sale. The sale was
held at the south front door of the building
on June 1, 1939. "The school consists of four
rooms with two very small basement rooms."
No bids were received and Sumner School
was sold for $9,000, a private bid that had
been submitted earlier.

Contracts for the new Sumner School were
awarded on July 14, 1939 to: Busboom and
Rauh-Salina, Kansas, $33,400; Economy
Plumbing and Heating, Odessa, MO for
plumbing, $1,900; Wood Plumbing and Hea-
ting, Kansas City, MO for heating, $3,850;
C.T. McDonald for electrical, Kansas City,
MO, $1,347; Total, $40,497.

The new Central School building was
completed for the opening of school in the fall
of 1939.

On April 4, 1940 there was discussion about
having a Formal Dedication and Open House
at the high school and elementary school. The
Superintendent was appointed to make the
necessary plans for each school.

On March 17, 1953 the Board of Education
decided to submit a bond issue at a special
election on April 7, 1953 in the amount of
$75,000 for the purpose of building an
addition west of the auditorium at Central

School to house kitchen and dining facilities
for a hot lunch program in the district and
repairing the Laura Speed Elliott High
School and furnishing same and repairing
Sumner School and furnishing same. The
total vote was 1,054 with 893 for and 151
against with 10 spoiled and rejected ballots.

On August 7, 1953 a contract was awarded
to J.E. Hathman Construction Company for
$70,150 including plumbing, heating, and
electrical work for the "annex" at Central
School for the hot lunch facilities.

On May 18, 1954 a contract was awarded
to transport food from Central School to
various schools in the district for a sum of
$175 per month. Lunches were to be delivered
"from Central School to the high school,
Sumner School, and the Catholic School, if
they desire." The hot lunch program began
operation with the opening of the 1954-55
school year.

On May 18, 1954 the Board of Education
gave Mr. F. Hickerson a contract for $90 to
replace one pair of outside doors at Central
School. These were the doors that are now at
the north entrance of Central School (1989).
The doors at the south entrance are the
original doors.

A beginning to end segregation in the
Boonville School District was initiated on
August 17, 1954. Even though Sumner School
was to continue in operation, negro high
school students were being accepted from
other districts and "any resident negro high
school student requesting admittance to
Boonville High School would be permitted to
enroll."” On December 21, 1954 the Board of
Education decided to end segregation in the
high school effective September 1, 1955.

On July 19, 1955 the Board of Education
purchased a tract of land containing approxi-
mately 13 acres, that lies between Gmelich
and Walnut Streets and east of Seventh
Street Terrace, for $15,000 plus a half portion
of the 1955 taxes. The Board of Education
playground committee was instructed to
proceed with plans for the necessary grading,
fertilizing and seeding of the tract.

At a board meeting May 15, 1956 the
decision was made to end segregation in the
first grade beginning with the 1956-57 school
year. The Board made the decision April 3,
1958 to full integrate during the 1958-59
school year when David Barton School was
completed.

On October 24, 1956 the Board of Educa-
tion took options on land to be used as a site
for an intermediate school in the amounts of
$32,000 and $8,000 making a total of $40,000.
On November 20, 1956 the properties were
purchased.

Overcrowding at Central School presented
a need for additional room and a bond issue
in the amount of $625,000 was submitted to
the voters on February 8, 1957 "for the
purpose of purchasing schoolhouse sites,
erecting schoolhouses and furnishing same."
There were 1529 votes for and 358 against
with 3 void ballots - total votes cast were
1890.

On September 26, 1957 Schroeder Con-
struction Company of St. Joseph, Missouri
was awarded a contract for $517,301. The
wage scale was certified September 5, 1957
for the building of the intermediate school.

On July 22, 1958 the Board of Education
accepted a bid from Schroeder Construction
Company for the amount of $10,500 to erect
a canopy on the new intermediate building.



Prior to the opening of the 1958-59 school
year, the Board of Education considered
proposed names for the new building. The
Board decided on August 19, 1958 to name
the building The David Barton School "in
memory of David Barton, the first United
States Senator from Missouri and the first
Circuit Judge of Missouri who held court in
the Boonslick area at Hannah Cole Fort and
who was President of the Constitutional
Convention when Missouri was admitted to
the Union. His law office at that time was on
Morgan Street, back of the present Holt's
Cafe (Boonville Cash and Carry, 1986). He
died in Boonville September 28, 1837 and is
buried in Walnut Grove Cemetery. "No man
was more loved in Missouri in 1820 than
David Barton."

On August 19, 1958 the Board of Education
met with representatives of Schroeder Con-
struction Company pertaining to complains
received by the Board of Education on
unpaid invoices covering material used in the
intermediate building. A satisfactory expla-
nation was received.

On October 29, 1958 the delays in complet-
ing the intermediate school and unpaid
invoices were discussed at length and the
approximate completion dates given by Mr.
Schroeder were satisfactory.

On December 16, 1958 communications
had been made with the Central Surety
Company and Schroeder Construction Com-
pany.

On January 28, 1959 Judge Williams was
empowered by the Board of Education "to
provide the necessary papers and legal
documents for their consideration to declare
Schroeder Construction Company in de-
fault."

On February 4, 1959 the Schroeder Con-
struction Company was declared in default.
The Central Supply and Insurance Corpora-
tion "elected to take possession of the work
in progress and to complete performance of
the contract as required in the contract
performance bond."

After delays because of litigation in Cooper
County Circuit Court, David Barton School
was officially accepted March 19, 1960.

On September 15, 1959 the Board of
Education decided to sell Sumner School to
Guy's Potato Chip Company for $15,000.

At a special election on May 16, 1964 the
Boonville School District and 16 other school
districts (Wooldridge, Lone Elm, Clear
Springs, Westwood, Hickory Grove, Billing-
sville, Mount Sinai, Stony Point, Concord,
Bluffton, Hail Ridge, Crab Orchard, Fair-
view, Pleasant Valley, Woodland, and High-
land) voted to form a reorganized district to
be known as "Cooper County School District
R-1." The vote was 458 for and 35 against.
The elementary students as well as the high
school students were transported to schools
in Boonville. The name Boonville School
District R-I has evolved since the formation
of the reorganized district.

On September 15, 1964 six recommenda-
tions were presented to the Board of Educa-
tion by the four administrators in the Boon-
ville Schools. The first recommendation was
to "provide four additional classrooms at
Central and David Barton. (Emphasis on
Central School first.)" The second recom-
mendation was to "hire one more teacher per
grade through sixth grade."

On November 17, 1964 the Board of
Education started making plans to increase

the number of classrooms at Central School
because of the crowded classrooms.

On March 9, 1965 an architect was hired for
the proposed annex at Central School. Plans
were presented on July 30, 1965 for the four
room annex that was to be built on the south
end of the Central School.

On August 17, 1965 the Board of Education
decided to advertise for bids for the addition
to Central School. Smith Electric received
the bid for the electrical work on September
21, 1965, but no action was taken on the
general contractors and mechanical contrac-
tors bids. On October 19, 1965 all bids were
rejected as being too high.

On December 9, 1965 a letter from the
Boonville Teachers' Association to the Board
of Education stated their support for a bond
issue and a building on a separate site to
alleviate crowded conditions in grades K-8.

At a special meeting December 13, 1965,
discussion by the Board of Education was
held on the need of additional classrooms.
The possibilities discussed were adding four,
six, or eight classrooms to David Barton, or
obtaining a new site and building a new six
classroom building which could be enlarged
in the future.

On December 21, 1965 the Board of
Education went on record "as favoring a new
school site and began searching for a new
location."

Due to overcrowding in the elementary
school, the kindergarten classes were held in
the new annex of the Boonville Christian
Church during the 1966-67 school year.

On December 19, 1966 the Board of
Education purchased 56.11 acres for $47,333
for the site for a new building.

Since the bonding capacity was limited, a
bond issue for $635,000 was substituted on
March 7, 1967 to build a building to be used
for grades 3-5, which was later to become a
part of the present Boonville High School.
The vote was 1591 for and 418 against, with
6 disqualified votes for a total of 2015.

On May 16, 1967 the Board of Education
decided to request annexation of the new
school site into the city limits of Boonville.

On August 24, 1967 a contract for the new
building was awarded to Borchers & Heim-
soth for $562,924.

On September 24, 1968 the building with
thirteen classrooms was named The South-
west Elementary School.

Southwest School opened for grades 3-5 on
September 3, 1968. At this time Central
School contained K-2, Southwest 3-5 and
David Barton 6-8. Southwest Elementary
School became Boonville High School in the
fall of 1978 and at that time the elementary
school was comprised of Central School K-3
and David Barton 4-6.

From 1968 until this year (1989) the
elementary school has had several divisions
of grades K-6 among the three/four buildings:
Central, Southwest, and David Barton. At
present: Central K-2, David Barton, 3-5,
Middle School 6-8 and High School 9-12.

During the 1988-89 school year there were
1317 students in grades K-12. There were six
administrators: Greg L. Gettings, Superin-
tendent; W.D. Vinyard, Director of Special
Services; Ernest C. Oerly, High School
Principal; Dwight Jones, Director of Voca-
tional-Technical School; Donald Schupp,
Middle School Principal; Joann Rhoades,
Director of Elementary Education. There
were 101 teachers for grades K-12.

Members of the Board of Education were
Fred W. Korte, Jr., President; Rex D. Myers,
Vice President; Louise Fredrich, Secretary;
Frank B. Thatcher, Treasurer; Robert Hall;
Donna Haun; Oscar Hansen.

The school district had a AAA rating from
the Missouri State Department of Education
and was accredited K-12 by the North
Central Association.

The evaluation of the school district was
$38,192,558 with a tax levy of $2.72.

Margaret Hopkins is a first grade teacher
at Central Elementary School.

by Margaret A. Hopkins




ROBINSON SCHOOL
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Robinson School was one of the elementary
rural schools in Cooper County, located one
and three-quarter miles northeast of Prairie
Home, Missouri on Highway EE. When you
leave the highway, go east one-fourth mile on
a gravel road and there was a one-room white
frame building known as the Robinson
School.

The school was named for a "Robinson"
family that lived in this community. As each
member of the family passed away, they were
buried in a private cemetery on the farm
where Kenneth Kirschman and family live.

Some of the first teachers were Miss Julia
Korsen, Leonard Windsor, Kathleen Born
Monks, Lueticia Byler Morris, and George
Morris.

In later years 1924-1929, Prairie Home,
Robinson, New Salem, Providence and Hazel
Dell schools were consolidated and known as
the Prairie Home Consolidated School Dis-
trict. Each school had a director. The director
for the Robinson School was Mr. Ottomar
Kirschman who lived near. He would visit the
school often and enquire if in need of books
or any kind of supplies.

The grades taught were first through
eighth provided there was a pupil for the
grade. The subjects taught were reading,
language, spelling, history, geography, art,
health and writing.

It was a nine month school. The teacher's
salary for the years 32-33, 33-34 was $65.00;
for 34-35 the salary was $70.00.

After Robinson was consolidated some of
the teachers were Hattie Kirschman Smith,
Anna Pearl Howard, Virginia Carey Blanken-
baker, Nellie Alexander Langkop and Greg-
ory La Fever.

After the school was discontinued in the
year 1939-40, the pupils were transported by
bus to the Prairie Home School. The building
was then razed by Warren Schilb and the

lumber was sold to Charles Schilb in Iowa.
The land was returned to the Kirschman
Brothers who had originally owned the land.

by Virginia Carey Blankenbaker

BLUFFTON EARLY
LOG SCHOOL
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From 1937 Rural Edition:

Bluffton Pupils Win Large List of Prizes
This Year. Early Log School House, Estab-
lished in 1866, Was On Adams Farm; Is Now
on First Class List.

Bluffton school was established about 1866
on the bluffs overlooking the Missouri River.
The original site of the log schoolhouse was
a part of the Adams farm. Two of the early
teachers were George Adams and Witt Tuck-
er.

Sometime during the 70's a new school-
house was built on the Edson farm (the
present location). Several years afterwards
this building was blown from its foundation
during a summer cyclone. It lodged in a big
elm tree, the trunk of which still stands on
the school premises. Mr. Jones, a Boonville
carpenter, rebuilt it. This building, with
many improvements added, is the one in use
today.

Bluffton is one of the first class schools of
the county. It maintains a high standard of
scholarship. Some of Cooper County's out-
standing teachers have presided over it.
Among them are: Miss Allie Swanstone, Mrs.
Henry Holt, Miss Mildred Douglas, Miss
Bessie Rush, Miss Minnie Rentschler, Miss
Annie Laurie Glazier, Miss Martha Cunning-
ham, and Miss Vance Viertel.

Bluffton has an enrollment of twenty-
seven pupils, fifteen of whom have not missed
a day during the term. That we are health
conscious is attested by the fact that eight

4

Year 1932-33, Back Row, L to R: Ewing Knorp, Winona Hamlin, Margaret Blank (deceased), Verna Schilb;
2nd Row: Laverne Burrus, Dorsey Knorp, Uel Blank, Warren Schilb, Norma Kirschman; 1st Row: Wilbur
Schilb, Kathryn Rose Burrus, Hilton Kirschman. Later years not pictured: Ruth Knierim, James Knierim,

Loran Wilke; Ralph Martin.

pupils qualified for 9-point pins and four for
6-point pins this year. Lewis Verner and
Gertrude Mae Cook, Alvin Lee and Suzanne
Bornhauser received bronze medals for hav-
ing maintained a perfect health standard for
5 consecutive years.

Some of the extra-curricular activities of
our school are: a Sons and Daughters of the
U.S.A. club, Health Crusaders club, 49th
State Safety Legion, the Junior Red Cross, a
rhythm band and State Reading Circle.

Mrs. John Turley was recently re-em-
ployed to teach her seventh consecutive term
at Bluffton. During her tenure we have won
many awards in both local and national
competition. We were awarded a bronze
medal by the D.A.R. for our historical
scrapbook. Warren George was awarded a
blue ribbon by the D.A.R. for outstanding
work in American history. In a county-wide
essay contest on "Why I Like to Visit
Boonville" Margaret Eager won first, Alice
Bornhauser third, and James Bornhauser,
Paul Gross, Frances Eager and Lewis Verner
Cook won honorable mention. Margaret
Eager won first prize for her art appreciation
notebook in a county contest. In a coloring
contest Deane Bornhauser, Frances Eager,
Winn Bornhauser and Gertrude Cook were
winners. James Bornhauser and Harry Brick-
ner won first prize ($5 and a knife apiece) in
the contest recently conducted by the Ger-
hardt Implement Company. In a national
contest conducted by Household Magazine,
Cecelia Gramlich won a pen and pencil set for
her essay "What I Like Best About My
School." Our school also received $5 in this
contest, ranking sixth among thousands of
entries. Several others here have also won
prizes.

The interest and cooperation of our school
board: Lewis C. Cook, president; Henry
Rapp, clerk; and J.W. Hickam have caused
the following improvements to be made this
year: a new flue, coal house, cistern top, set
of World Books, globe, painted interior, and
fenced playground. A progressive school
board is the first step toward a first class
school.

by Edna Fisher and Lewis Verner
Cook

CRAB ORCHARD
SCHOOL
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Taught by Miss Margarethe Streit, Crab
Orchard School, south of Boonville, is one of
Cooper's banner schools. This interior view
shows the pupils of Crab Orchard at their
desks and Miss Streit in the background. On
the walls are displayed art work, maps,
paintings, etc. The picture taken with The
Advertiser flashlight camera, finds the
following pupils at their desks: Betty Allem-
an, Lloyd Hummel, Doris Edwards, Lon
Hummel, Jr., Carnelia Windsor, Elma Smith,
Robert Edwards, G.A. Alleman, Anna
Edwards, Marilyn Hoefer, Doris Smith, John
Edwards, Audrey Kirchner, Mary Martha
Windsor, Letha Sedgwick, S.R. Brandes, J.D.
Piles, Jr., and Frances Smith.

Crab Orchard school, six miles southeast of
Boonville, taught by Miss Margarethe Streit
is one of the newest and most modern schools



in Cooper County.

The building is composed of three com-
plete floors. The basement which is decorated
in white and orchid is completely equipped
for hot lunch and manual training.

It Is Well Equipped

The main floor has hardwood floors, ivory
woodwork with orchid decorations, white
walls, movable seats, wall charts, maps,
piano, victrola, radio, and built-in bookcases.

The third floor is completely finished and
used for storing costumes, magazines, and
additional school material.

The school ground is spacious and has a
nice rolling surface. It is landscaped with
fifteen nice shade trees, and fifty or more
perennial flowers which include roses, lilies,
iris, tulips, and shrubs. Seesaws and swings
comprise the playground equipment.

The building is heated with a furnace and
lighted with gas.

Progressive Board

The board members are: J. Terrell Mills,
A.A. Alleman, and Jewett Windsor. The
school is situated in one of the most fertile
agriculture district of the county. "The
Windsor Place" owned by Wilbur C. Wind-
sor, Tyler, Tex., former Crab Orchard pupil,
is stocked with registered Hereford cattle,
and the best of saddle horses which serve as
the best of type-study for pupils of this
school.

Taken from 97th Rural Life Edition.

LONE ELM SCHOOL
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The Lone Elm Public School (District #45)
was located about 11/2 miles west on Route F
(known as the "Speed Road") from the

intersection of F and Route B. The school was
built in 1916 by Lon V. Wendleton on land
joining the Wendleton farm. (At that time, a
land owner would deed an acre of land for a
school. If the school closed, ownership would
return to the family — or be absorbed by the
district that annexed it when reorganization
took place.)

Built of red brick, Lone Elm was truly a
"little red schoolhouse"! The school was
modern for its time; there was a full basem-
ent, library room, coat and lunch room, two
outhouses (one for boys, one for girls), a water
pump over a well, plus a furnace — the
average school had a wood or coal stove in the
center of the room.

A maximum of 35 children in grades 1
through 8 attended Lone Elm. Some years,
if attendance was low, the teacher would
alternate grades 5 and 6 or grades 7 and 8 —
thus giving the teacher more time per class.
Main subjects were reading, writing, and
arithmetic; and geography, history, and
health (sometimes there were checkups of
clean fingernails, combed hair, etc!). There
was no need for physical education; kids
walked or rode horses, as far as three miles!
Friday afternoons were special; teacher read
to the school from a favorite book, or she had
spelling bees and sometimes gave pretty
pencils for prizes.

According to Alice Wendleton, who started
school in 1926, discipline was never a big
problem. No one talked out loud in class; you
raised a hand for permission, no gum chewing
or note passing. Earl Wendleton remembers
parents who cut their own sticks and sent
them to school in case their child needed
spanking! Usually punishment was writing a
sentence over and over and over on the
blackboard. Elaine Derendinger remembers
that teachers and kids alike were on their
very best behavior when the County Superin-
tendent, Gordon Renfrow, dropped in once
or twice a year! (A later superintendent was
Charles Repp.)

School teachers lived with families in the

Lone Elm Public School, 1938-39. 1st Row, 1 to r: Dorothy Wendleton, Dorothy Moore, Elaine Rasmussen,
Garland Rieves, Wayne Roach, Harold Bechtel, Charles Rieves. 2nd Row, 1 to r: Martha Roberts, Howard

Bechtel, Maxine Roach, Gilbert Gerhardt, Roy Schirlls.

community — usually the Wendleton family,
as they lived close to school. During the
depression, teachers earned $50 or $60 a
month. (Earl earned $5 a month as janitor,
shoveling coal in the furnace — the very early
teachers did their own "janitoring.") Some-
times a hobo was found sleeping in the warm
basement!

Teachers we remember were Mary Shakle-
ford, Mary Robien, Les Carey, Anna Boone,
Margaret Harlan, Nancy Wolfe, Bessie Loe-
sing, Faye Brandes, Rosa Forbes.

The school was governed by three directors
chosen from the school district. (These were
men.) There was also a "clerk" or secretary
and this could be a woman. If a child was
mature for his age, he or she was permitted
to start 1st grade at age 5. If a child loved
school and wanted to repeat 8th grade, this
was also permitted.

Children had lots of fun at noon and recess.
Games like Ante Over, Pump-Pump Pull
Away, and Red Rover were played. Some-
times baseball, using a stick for a bat as few
kids owned a real bat. (Sometimes the
teacher even played; but usually she watched
and settled arguments.) There were swings,
and sleds in winter. Deep snow was good for
forts and snowball fights. Even mud was
made into neat slides on the bank of the
school yard.

During the 50's a hot lunch program was
instituted by the government, using surplus
foods, if the school met certain requirements.
Lone Elm had the program; and kids did not
need to bring their lunches. Ruby Jackson
prepared the food and she also transported
the kids to school. (In the early days, in
winter, parents contributed food and kids
also had a hot lunch.)

The rural school (there were 87 in Cooper
County at one time!) was the social center of
the community. At Lone Elm, there were
spelling bees and ciphering matches at night,
for adults and students both. There were box
(or pie) suppers to raise money for play-
ground equipment, etc. (A box supper was
when all the ladies took decorated boxes of
food and ate with whoever bid the most for
her box!) There were "country dances"
attended by folks for miles around. Musi-
cians often playing were The Carey Family;
or Raymond Bishop, John Martin, and Mrs.
Roth. (If you went in the basement during a
dance, you could actually see the floor boards
going up and down in rhythm!) In summer
"moonlight dances" were sometimes held
outside on a rented floor.

When 4-H came to the area, meetings were
held at the school. There was a 4-H health
club and various 4-H projects, supervised by
the teacher. Wm. Stuesse, conservation
agent, would stop by; and extension agents
would give programs at the school.

There was a big Christmas program each
year, with all the kids doing plays, speeches,
and songs. (Santa always came!) On the last
day of school, there was a basket dinner and
another big program.

Lone Elm School closed in 1963, when
schools were consolidated. The contents of
the school were auctioned off; the building
sold to highest bidder by sealed bids, and
proceeds went to Boonville Reorganized
District #4. The entire community missed
the rural school and all the good things that



went with it Folks who attended will always
remember the school with affection.

by Alice Wendleton and Elaine
Derendinger

COOPER COUNTY
SCHOOL DISTRICTS
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The five Cooper County School Districts
mostly in other counties were as follows:
District No. 11 Nelson High School, Saline
County. District No. 80, Martin; District No.
83, Cross Lane; District No. 84, Excelsior; and
District No. 85, Lone Elm, all of Cooper
County, lies mostly in Moniteau County.
Some early County Superintendents were
1916, Sam F. Mauck; 1922, W.B. Downing,
1935, Gordon R. Renfrow; 1942, Charles A.
Repp.

In 1940, Cooper County had one private
high school, Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic
School, a four year high school at Boonville;
five private grade schools — St. John, Pilot
Grove; St. Martin, Boonville; St. Joseph,
Pilot Grove; Zion Lutheran, Bunceton; Pleas-
ant Grove Lutheran, Prairie Home.

Statistics: 71 one-room schools; 5 one-room
rural schools transporting; one two or more
room schools not having a high school; 162
public school teachers; 71 teachers in one-
room schools. The average monthly salary,
one-room white rural teacher, $81.00. The
average monthly salary, one-room black
school teacher, $68.00. Cooper County had 7
four-year public high schools: Blackwater,
Boonville, Bunceton, Otterville, Pilot Grove,
Prairie Home and Wooldridge.

by Gloria Fancier Doty

LONE ELM SCHOOL
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Lone Elm School is now physically gone
but its memories will linger in the minds of
former students, teachers, and neighbors as
long as they live. The school was centered on
an acre tract two miles east of Speed on F
Highway about eight miles south of Boon-
ville. This land used to be a part of the Lon
V. Wendleton farm.

The front of the brick schoolhouse faced
south towards F Highway. There was a swing
set on the west side of the school playground
and a slide in front of the school. There was
no running water in the school. A boy's
outhouse was northwest of the school and a
girl's outhouse on the western side of the
tract. There was a cistern next to the steps
on the east side entrance. The school had a
large classroom, lunchroom, and kitchen and
thee was a basement with a coal furnace and
coal bin to heat the schoolhouse in winter.
Students from all eight grades would sit in
the same room when I went to school there
from 1955 to 1962. Sometimes there would
only be nine students in the entire school
during the school year. We had hot lunches
every day that were prepared by Mrs.
Clifford Jackson who also was our school bus
driver. Our "school bus" was a '54 Chevy as
best I can remember. We had a lot of fun and

Lone Elm School, Grades 1-8, 1957-58. Top Row, left to right: Teacher: Mrs. Lloyd (Fae) Brandes, Jackie
Deuschle, Malcomb (Bo) Shelton, Richard Anderson, Robert Taylor in grade 3, and Jimmy Shelton. Middle
Row, left to right: Glenn Ray Freiling, Stanley (Bo) Earl Wendleton, Ronald Anderson, Bill Hein, Kenny
Wayne Freiling, and Peggy Ann Taylor in grade 2. Bottom Row, left to right: Carmen Wendleton and Donna

Sue Freiling.

the families in the area became a close knit
group. Most of the parents were farmers or
they worked in Boonville. Lots of the good
times revolved around the monthly Parent-
Teacher-Association meetings that had en-
tertainment, refreshments, and fellowships
and around the annual Christmas programs
which the entire community enjoyed. I think
all the children received an excellent educa-
tion and turned out to be successful from this
"one-room classroom" type school. Lone Elm
closed in 1962.

by Robert Taylor

DOROTHY S. CLINE
STATE SCHOOL
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By an act of the 69th General Assembly of
the state of Missouri in 1957, legislation was
enacted which concerned services to the
mentally and physically handicapped. This
was the result of the work of a subcommittee
of the Committee on Legislative Research of
1955 and 1956. One piece of the legislation
dealt with pupils known as trainable men-
tally retarded. These were individuals who
could not adequately be educated in regular
classes or in classes provided for the educable
mentally retarded. During the school year
1957-1958 no funds were provided for such a
program. By the following year sufficient
funds were allocated to begin the program as
a pilot project, and during that year (1958-
1959) ten schools were opened in the state of
Missouri. Missouri was a national leader in
this type of educational advantage it offered
for the trainable mentally retarded on a
public day school basis. For a number of years
the program ranked second in the nation in
its public day school program for trainable
retarded children. These schools were known
as Training Centers.

By the end of the first decade of these state

facilities, there were 65 schools serving 1,739
children, and by this time the facilities were
known as State Schools and designated by
number. It was within this period of time that
the Boonville facility was opened.

In the fall of 1964 State School 53 was
opened in Boonville. Classes were held in a
frame structure on Highway 87, formerly
known as the Hail Ridge School, and owned
by the Boonville Public Schools. They rented
the building to the State Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education for the
use of this public day school program. The
initial class was composed of eight boys from
Cooper and Howard Counties. Charlene
Kleeman of Columbia was the Teacher-in-
charge for the first three years. Initial
transportation for pupils was provided by
private vehicles. The original curriculum
emphasized personal health, self care, and
economic usefulness.

Although the scope of the curriculum has
enlarged progressively through the years,
these original basic ideas still remain. By the
fall of 1967 a bus was provided for transporta-
tion of these pupils. Enrollment at the school
has varied from 8 to 16 through the years.
Administration and supervision of the pro-
gram has always been provided by the State
Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education. Classroom teachers and teachers-
in-charge have at a variety of times and
support from traveling staff or itinerant
teachers or specialists who helped in carrying
out effective programs for each child. Each
child is instructed throughout each day of the
school year by his own Individualized Educa-
tion Program (IEP). This is the child's
agenda for the entire year. Evaluation and re-
evaluation are done on a regular basis in order
to allow each child to progress to the extent
of his ability.

The teacher-in-charge from 1967 to 1985
was Dorothy S. Cline of Boonville, and it was
to honor her that the name of the school was
officially changed, after her retirement, to
Dorothy S. Cline State School. The third
teacher-in-charge who followed in the fall of



1985 was Barbara Blank of Russelville. It was
also in the fall of 1985 that the location of the
school was changed from the first location in
the former Hail Ridge School to a new facility
at 1680 Radio Hill Road.

Public relations programs of the school
have helped the children become better
acquainted with Boonville and adjoining
communities, and it also helps Boonville and
the other communities served by this school
to know what a state school for the severely
handicapped children offers to its pupils on
a public day school basis. There is no tuition
fee. The program allows its pupils to live at
home and have all the educational advan-
tages which might also be available in
residential facilities, but this program is
available to families who prefer to keep their
children at home to grow up among family
and friends.

by Dorothy S. Cline

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
OF COOPER COUNTY
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Boonville R-1 — Reorganized School Dis-
trict; Bunceton R-IV — Reorganized School
District; Blackwater R-II — Reorganized
School District; Otterville R-VI — Reorgan-
ized School District; Pilot Grove C-IV —
Consolidated School District; Prairie Home
R-V — Reorganized School District

Part Districts

Arrow Rock 118 S — mostly located in
Saline County; California R-I — mostly
located in Moniteau County; Clarksburg C-2
— located in Moniteau County; Nelson R-16
— mostly located in Saline County; Smithton
R-VI — mostly located in Pettis County;
Tipton R-VI — mostly located in Moniteau
County

Roster of Teachers 1964-1965

Boonville High School: W.F. Swain, Boon-
ville, Superintendent, M.S.-Life Cert., 190
hrs.; Mrs. Myldred J. Cram, Boonville,
Secretary; Mrs. Flossie Smith, Boonville,
Secretary; E.C. Oerly, Boonville, Principal,
M.S.-Life Cert., 170 hrs.; Miss Georgia
Taylor, Boonville, Secretary; Miss Sandra
Bailey, Boonville, English, B.S.-Life Cert.,
124 hrs.; Philip Baylor, Fayette, Math-Phys-
ics, M.S.-Life Cert., 180 hrs.; Fred Biesem-
eyer, Boonville, Coach-Drivers Tr., M.E.-Life
Cert., 167 hrs.; Mrs. Edilyn Catlett, Boon-
ville, Art, A.B.-Life Cert., 140 hrs.; Harrison
Cochran, Boonville, Soc. Studies, A.B.-Life
Cert., 145 hrs.; Edward Dugan, Fayette, Voc.
Ag.-Gen. Scie., M.E.-Life Cert., 158 hrs.;
Robert Fisher, Boonville, P.E.-Gen. Scie.,
B.S.-Life Cert., 136 hrs.; Mrs. Dorothy
Maupin, Glasgow, Spec. Educ., B.S.-Life
Cert., 137 hrs.; Gerald McCollum, Boonwville,
Band, M.E.-Life Cert., 175 hrs.; Mrs. Sue
McCollum, Boonville, Library, B.S.-Life
Cert., 150 hrs.; Carolyn McCully, Boonville,
Voc. H. Econ., B.S.-Life Cert., 132 hrs.; Uncas
McGuire, Nelson, Gen. Scie.-Bio., M.E.-Life
Cert., 235 hrs.; Mrs. Wilma Meredith, Boon-
ville, Commerce, M.E.-Life Cert., 168 hrs.;
Mrs. Barbara Nielsen, Fayette, Chemistry,

M.E.-Life Cert., 168 hrs.; Donald Oerly,
Boonville, Comm. D.E., M.E.-Life, 208 hrs.;
Earl Owen, Franklin, American Hist., M.E.-
Life Cert., 155 hrs.; Harold Rowland, Boon-
ville, Indus. Arts, B.S.-Life, 184 hrs.; Mrs.
LaVerne Sanford, Boonville, English, A.B.-
Life Cert., 158 hrs.; Jack Shallenburger,
Boonville, P.E., B.S.-Life Cert, 131 hrs.; Mrs.
Jewell Sleight, Boonville, English, B.S.-Life,
145 hrs.; Mrs. Grace Watts, Columbia,
French-Eng.-Span., B.S.-Life, 148 hrs.;
Charles Whitten, New Franklin, Guidance,
M.A.-Life, 178 hrs.; Dorothy Whitten, New
Franklin, Soc. Studies, B.S.-Life Cert., 132
hrs.; Sharon Ziebelbein, Boonville, Math,
B.S.-Life Cert., 126 hrs.; Donna Sue Dale,
Boonville, Girls P.E., B.S.-Life Cert., 127
hrs.; Mrs. Doris Fisher, Boonville, Comm. &
S.H., B.S.-Life Cert., 130 hrs.

David Barton School: Marvin V. Thomas,
Boonville, Principal, M.A.-Life, 160 hrs.;
Mrs. Martha Price, Boonville, Secretary;
Mrs. Sara Patrick, Boonville, Fifth Grade,
B.S.-Life, 122 hrs.; Mrs. Callie Ruddell,
Boonville, Fifth Grade, B.S.-Life, 149 hrs.;
Mrs. Charles Knorp, Prairie Home, Fifth
Grade, B.S.-Life, 122 hrs.; Mrs. Izola Jones,
Boonville, Sixth Grade, B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.;
Mrs. Margaret McMillin, Boonville, Sixth
Grade, B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.; Mrs. Lillian
Clevenger, Fayette, Sixth Grade, B.S.-Life,
136 hrs.; Mrs. Florence Gaddis, Fayette, S.S.-
Lang. Arts, B.S.-Life, 136 hrs.; Edward
Cundiff, Boonville, S.S.-Lang. Arts, M.A.-
Life, 162 hrs.; Edmee Davis, Boonville, S.S.-
Lang. Arts, B.S.-Life, 155 hrs.; Mrs. Nora
Renfrow, Boonville, Spec. Educ., B.S.-Life,
144 hrs.; Mrs. Pauline Banning, Columbia,
Crafts-Home L., B.S.-Life, 150 hrs.; Norene
Gann, Boonville, Girls P.E., B.S.-Life, 128
hrs.; W.D. Vinyard, Boonville, Phy. Educ.,
B.S.-Life, 150 hrs.; Joe Mustion, Boonville,
Mathematics, M.E.-Life, 204 hrs.; Mrs. Helen
Wright, Fayette, Science, B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.;
Mrs. Dorothy Harlan, Boonville, English,
B.S.-Life, 158 hrs.; Mrs. Carolyn Koerner,
Boonville, Spanish, B.S.-Life, 133 hrs.; Mrs.
Janice Bradshaw, Boonville, Music, B.S.-
Life, 131 hrs.

Central Elementary School: Dan Earhart,
Boonville, Principal, M.A.-Life, 178 hrs.;
Mrs. Doris Schrader, Boonville, Secretary;
Mrs. Irene Amick, Boonville, Kindergarten,
B.S.-Life, 126 hrs.; Mrs. Jessie Stock, Boon-
ville, Kindergarten, Country, 140 hrs.; Miss
Elizabeth Boehm, Boonville, First Grade,
M.E.-Life, 181 hrs.; Mrs. Frances Canole, N.
Franklin, First Grade, B.S.-Life, 153 hrs.;
Mrs. Margaret Repp, Boonville, First Grade,
B.S.-Life, 136 hrs.; Miss Corine Grathwohl,
Boonville, Second Grade, M.E.-Life, 171 hrs.;
Mrs. Vivien Glover, Boonville, Second Grade,
B.S.-Life, 143 hrs.; Patricia Ann Wells,
Boonville, Third Grade, B.S.-Life, 125 hrs.;
Mrs. John Yeager, Boonville, Second Grade,
B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.; Mrs. Frances Jaeger,
Boonville, Third Grade, 2 Yr. Ele., 120 hrs.;
Mrs. Frances Garrett, Boonville, Third
Grade, B.S.-Life, 139 hrs.; Mrs. Ruth Gibson,
Boonville, Third Grade, B.S.-Life, 156 hrs.;
Mrs. Barbara Eidman, Boonville, Fourth
Grade, B.S.-Life, 150 hrs.; Mrs. Dorothy
Lauer, Boonville, Fourth Grade, B.S.-Life,
135 hrs.; Mrs. Clay Belle Morris, Boonville,
Fourth Grade, B.S.-Life, 148 hrs.; Mrs. Mary
Fulks, Blackwater, Spec. Educ., B.S.-Life,
134 hrs.; Marrian Mittler, Boonville, Phy.
Educ., B.S.-Life, 135 hrs.; Mrs. Josephine
Cundiff, Boonville, Music, B.S.-Life, 163 hrs.;

Mrs. Phrona Thomas, Boonville, Reading
Rm. Ins., B.S.-Life, 138 hrs.

Pilot Grove High School: Eugene T. Jewell,
Pilot Grove, Superintendent, M.A.-Life, 170
hrs.; Lucille Scott, Pilot Grove, Secretary;
Ann Betteridge, Pilot Grove, Kindergarten,
90 hrs.; Lida Harris, Pilot Grove, Princ. S.S.,
M.E.-Life, 159 hrs.; Floyd A. Giles, Pilot
Grove, Voc. Ag., B.S.-Life, 169 hrs.; Mrs.
Glenda Chiles, Pilot Grove, Voc. H.E., B.S.-
Life, 131 hrs.; Garry Robb, Pilot Grove, P.E.-
Dr. T., B.S.-Life, 153 hrs.; Paul A. Montem-
urro, Pilot Grove, Vocal-Inst. Music, M.S.-
Life, 176 hrs.; Mellard Secora, Pilot Grove,
Science, B.S.-Life, 145 hrs.; Charlene Secora,
Pilot Grove, L. Arts B.S.-Life, 142
hrs.; Dorothy Lindstrum, Pilot Grove, Fr.-
Speech-LA III, B.S.-Life, 132 hrs.; Nancy
Dittrich, Pilot Grove, Commercial Sub.,
M.S.-Life, 162 hrs.; Bertha Weamer, Pilot
Grove, Math-S.S., B.S.-Life, 134 hrs.; Judy
Wilson, Pilot Grove, E. Music-Library, B.S.-
Life, 130 hrs.

Elementary School: Joseph Twenter, Pilot
Grove, Prin.-7 & 8 Grs., M.E.-Life, 165 hrs.;
Velma E. Jewell, Pilot Grove, First Grade, 2
Yr. Ele., 126 hrs.; Oleda Cooper, Pilot Grove,
Substitute; Margaret Chamberlin, Pilot
Grove, Second Grade, B.S.-Life, 140 hrs.;
Martha Townsend, Blackwater, Third
Grade, B.S.-Life, 126 hrs.; Marla Weston,
Blackwater, Fourth Grade, B.S.-Life, 126
hrs.; John H. Cockrell, Pilot Grove, 5th & 6th
Grade, B.S.-Life, 147 hrs.; Marie Wetherell,
Blackwater, Spec. Educ., B.S.-life, 153 hrs.

Blackwater Elementary School: Donald
Wilson, Blackwater, Prin.-5 & 6 Grs., B.S.-
Life, 133 hrs.; Dorothy V. Wick, Blackwater,
Grades 1 & 2, B.S.-Life, 138 hrs.; Edith
Conway, Boonville, Grades 3 & 4, Country,
83 hrs.; Mary V. Cornine, Blackwater, Grades
5 & 6, B.S.-Life, 131 hrs.; Nancy C. Johnson,
Blackwater, Grades 7 & 8, Country, 109 hrs.

Bunceton High School: Gentry Lowe,
Bunceton, Superintendent, M.A.-Life, 164
hrs.; Mary Alice Nelson, Bunceton, Secre-
tary; Mrs. Marguerite Ellis, Bunceton, C.S.-
H.E., B.S.-Life, 153 hrs.; Duane Broderson,
Bunceton, E-H-P.E., M.E.-Life, 162 hrs.;
Selby Siegel, Bunceton, L.A.-Ag., B.S.-Life,
120 hrs.; Albert Ellis, Columbia, Music, B.S.-
Life, 130 hrs.; Mrs. Marty Leonard, Bunce-
ton, Sc. Eng., B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.; Jean
Hartley, Bunceton, S.S., B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.

Elementary: Mrs. Faye Brandes, Bunce-
ton, Grade 1, B.S.-Life, 125 hrs.; Mrs. Bessie
Loesing, Boonville, Grades 3 & 4, B.S.-Life,
125 hrs.; Mrs. Cora Stegner, Bunceton,
Grades 5 & 6, Country, 102 hrs.; Mrs. Pearl
Arnold, Boonville, Spec. Educ., B.S.-Life, 125
hrs.; Mrs. Eula Nelson, Boonville, Grades 5-
8, B.S.-Life, 149 hrs.; Virginia Stemmons,
Bunceton, Grades 1-4, B.S.-Life, 132 hrs.

Otterville High School: C.M. White, Otter-
ville, Superintendent, M.A.-Life, 200 hrs.;
Mrs. J.E. Deuschle, Otterville, Secretary;
Duane Miller, Otterville, Prin. S.S., B.S.-
Life, 126 hrs.; Willard Kalthoff, Otterville,
English, B.S.-Life, 140 hrs.; Katherine
Edwards, Otterville, CS, B.S.-Life, 132 hrs.;
Lea Roy Roabe, Otterville, IA-PE, B.S.-Life,
125 hrs.; Ralph Dowles, Otterville, SM, B.S.-
Life, 192 hrs.; Vera Davis, Otterville, M-M,
B.S.-Life, 162 hrs.; Mary Burford, Otterville,
Jr. High, B.S.-Life, 120 hrs.; Frances Morgan,
Otterville, A-H. Ec., B.S.-Life, 142 hrs.;
Evalene Paul, Otterville, Sixth Grade, B.S.-
Life, 125 hrs.; Woodrow Hilderbrand, Otter-
ville, Fifth Grade, M.E.-Life, 176 hrs.; Alice



Ash, Otterville, Fourth Grade, B.S.-Life, 120
hrs.; Elaine Griffith, Otterville, Third Grade,
B.S.-Life, 120 hrs.; Melba Woodford, Otter-
vile, Second Grade, B.S.-Life, 121 hrs.;
Georgia Kuhn, Otterville, First Grade, B.S.-
Life, 130 hrs.; Carolyn Miller, Otterville,
Second Grade, M.S.-Life, 123 hrs.; Ruth
Zumsteg, Otterville, Spec. Educ., B.S.-Life,
122 hrs.

Prairie Home High School: Benn Bradley, Prairie
Home, Superintendent, M.A.-Life, 174 hrs.; Mrs. Iola
Williamson, Prairie Home, Secretary; John Patton,
Prairie Home, Sc., M.S.-Life, 172 hrs.; Mrs. Carl Safiétral Office: Greg Gettings, Superintendent of Schools, and Beverly Lewis, Director of
Prairie Home, CS-M, B.S.-Life, 154 hrs.; Mrs. Nellie$jiagjal Services.

Prairie Home, H.E. Art, M.S.-Life, 165 hrs.; MBsonville High School: Dwight Jones, Principal, and Nancy Baker, Phil Baylor, Gary
Judith Jellison, Prairie Home, Music, M.S.-Lifd3l&k@more, Sue Brimer, Roberta Carson, Olinda Cash, Terry Davis, Danny Draffen, Jacky
hrs.; Mrs. Dorsey Clay, Prairie Home, SS, B.S.-LifdDtaffen, Terry Ehlers, Nicki Fricke, Bill Fuemmeler, Doug Hedrick, Jeff Hill, John Lamar,
hrs.; Mrs. R.W. Lacy, Jr., Prairie Home, E-SS, $&re Litwiller, Eric Nesbit, Mona Nichols, Gene Reagan, Alan Rohrbough, Jim Schenck,
Life, 133 hrs.; Donald Scott, Prairie Home, P.E. &d§€g Schuster, Jack Shallenberger, Beth Stanfield, Ann Starkey, Jo Summers, Janice Tate,
B.S.-Life, 124 hrs.; Mrs. Benn Bradley, Prairie Hohagles Whitten.

Comm., B.S.-Life, 144 hrs.; Miss Charlene Knd3ppnville Area Vocational Technical School: Rodger Brewen, Director, and Bob Allain,
Prairie Home, Grade 1, B.S.-Life, 120 hrs.; DdnsCampbell, Cindy Comegys, Sharon Cowen, Lois Crowley, Sandy Farris, Janie Higgins, Jim
Robt. Kirkpatrick, Prairie Home, Grade 2, B.9MEifs;, Sylvia Remington, Cindy Schreck, John Sponaugle, Jim Stockton, Tom Toellner, Don
121 hrs.; Mrs. Estelle Snow, Prairie Home, Grades 3\&st,

B.S.-Life, 132 hrs.; Mrs. Shirley Bishop, Prairie Hobagjra Speed Elliott: Don Schupp, Principal, and Janice Bradshaw, Steve Burnham, Sue

CERTIFIED STAFF OF
BOONVILLE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS FOR THE
SCHOOL YEAR 1989--
1990
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Grades 5 & 6, B.S.-Life, 130 hrs.

John J. Pershing School, Teachers at
M.T.S.: Nicholas A. Brunda, Math & Science,
M.A. Life, 178 hrs., Director of Education;
Eleanor Schmidt, Fourth Grade, B.S. Life,
120 hrs.; Jerry Hix, Fifth Grade, B.S. Life,
130 hrs.; Joseph McKague, Sixth Grade, B.S.
Life, 130 hrs.; Oscar Gochenour, Seventh
Grade, B.S. Life, 160 hrs.; Robert Kohen,
Eighth Grade, 2 Yr. St., 114 hrs.; Floyd
Coleman, English, B.S. Life, 159 hrs.; James
Wyrick, Spec. Ed., B.S. Life, 138 hrs.;
Thomas Simonds, Soc. Studies, B.S. Life, 160
hrs.; Jerry Fowler, P.E., B.S. Life, 135 hrs.
Below are S.H. Hours: Harold Albers, Auto
Mech., T. & I., 360 hrs.; Frank Burkhead,
Print Shop, T. & I., 303 hrs.; Roland Pagliai,
Electronics, T. & 1., 180 hrs.; Robert Bellamy,
Metal Shop, T. & I., 304 hrs.; Early Woods,
Wood Shop, T. & ., 180 hrs.; Cameron
Eugene Ward, Craft Shop, T. & 1., 178 hrs.

Cooper County has five private schools: Ss.
Peter & Paul Catholic High, Boonville; St.
Martin Elementary, Boonville; St. John
Elementary, Pilot Grove; St. Joseph Elemen-
tary, Pilot Grove; Zion Lutheran Elementary,
Bunceton.

Missouri State Teachers Association Offi-
cers: President: James A. Hazlett, Kansas
City; Executive Sec: Everett Keith, Colum-
bia; Dir. of Field Serv: Gordon R. Renfrow,
Columbia; Dir. of Research: Marvin Sham-
berger, Columbia; Offical Editor: Inks Frank-
lin, Columbia (School and Community)

State School Center No. 47: Teacher,
Charlene Kleeman, Boonville, Missouri

by Jeanne Brunda

Burns, Norene Gann, Harold Hohenfeldt, Marilyn Jones, Nola Kramer,Rhonda Kreutzer Lane,
Jack McCush, Ono Monachino, Eric Oakes, Kathy Oerly, David Patton, Linda Potter, Lucinda
Rohrs, Gary Sharp, Nancy Singer, Mary Ann Snapp, Charlotte Spence.

David Barton: Dolores Stegner, Principal, and Gale Boller, Linda Burnett, Luanna
Carpenter, Janice Casanova, Mark Danner, Paul Dow, Lisa Hackman, Betty Kanaan, Misty
Langston, Erma Mattson, Mildred Mayginnes, Margaret Murray, Sancy Painter, Donna
Reagan, Joan Schupp, Annamarie Smith, Bernice Sombart, Paula Stuck, Sue Thompson, Mary
Varner, Barbara Wooldridge.

Central School: Joann Rhoades, Principal, and Ila Canon, Nancy Casanova, Jean Fischer,
Ann Flanagin, Sarah Freidrich, Margaret Hopkins, Debra Huff, Mary Melkersman, Jill Prewitt,
Charlene Reichel, Jill Ross, Lenora Scott, Margaret Scott, Betty Sieckmann, Linda Wells,
Karen West, Marilyn Williams, Nancy Voss.

Certified Staff of Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School, Boonville, 1989-1990: Father
Gerald Kaimann, Pastor, Father John Henderson, Associate Pastor, Sister Mary Hubert
McQuinn, Religious Education Coordinator, Joseph A. Gulino, Principal, and Marcia Yontz,
Karen Gerke, Lisa Engle, Melissa Spence, Carmen Kennedy, Celeste Bowman, Tracy
Wiemholt Monteer, Rita Rapp, Gina Biesemeyer, Patricia Thorn, Sister Nancy Meade, Denise
Cotton, Barbara Garrett.

by Jeanne Brunda
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FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
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The Presbyterian Church was actually
organized in Franklin, in 1821. Franklin was
booming with river trade and served as an
outfitting post for pioneers pushing we-
stward. A number of Boonville citizens
crossed the river to attend services. The first
services were held April 28, 1821, by the Rev.
Edward Hollister. Charter members number-
ed twenty three.

Until 1830 the church was known as the
Franklin Church. After it was washed away
from its site at Franklin during a Missouri
River flood, the church was moved south
across the river to Boonville. A building was
erected in 1841 at a cost of $4500.00, on the
site of the present church at the northwest
corner of the intersection of Main and Vine
Streets. Because the large congregation could
not be accommodated in the 1841 building,
a new structure was erected in 1871-72,
valued at $12,000.00 Outgrowing the facilities
again, the congregation erected another
building in 1904, costing $40,000.00. This
building is still in use. Among early pastors
were the Rev. Pomeroy, W.P. Cochran and
Hiram Chamberlain.

NELSON MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
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Nelson Memorial United Methodist Church 407
East Spring, Boonville, MO.

Nelson Memorial United Methodist
Church at 407 Spring Street in Boonville has
the distinction of being the oldest Methodist
congregation in the Missouri West Confer-
ence of the United Methodist church. In 1817
the first Methodist services were conducted
by Reverend John Scripps in a private home.
The demand for these services was so great
that in September 1818 a class was formed
under the leadership of Reverend Justinian
Williams, brother of the first Mayor of
Boonville. Williams was a cabinetmaker by
trade and a preacher by avocation. He
became the teacher of the internationally
renowned artist, George Caleb Bingham, who
was an apprentice in Boonville and struggled

whether to pursue art or become a minister
due to the influence of Williams. Art fortuna-
tely won.

By the late 1820's the church was well
enough established for agitation for a build-
ing. Accordingly, Justinian Williams pur-
chased Lot 233 of the Original Town of
Boonville in February, 1829, for the sum of
$50.25. The present church is on this lot as
were the two churches preceding this build-
ing. In 1832 the first sanctuary was erected
upon the site. It was the first church built in
Boonville. Showing Federal stylistic in-
fluences, the building had a typical double
front entry, a second story gallery and a
square cupola on the front. In 1844, the
Methodist Church split over the issue of
slavery. Each congregation voted whether to
support slavery or abolition. The Boonville
congregation voted to support slavery and
became a Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. This split remained on a national level
until 1939 when both branches merged to
form one Methodist church once again. The
War Between the States caused great hard-
ship in the Boonslick, and the Methodist
Church suffered as well. Because so many
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, minist-
ers were killed by Federal troops because
they officially espoused slavery, the Boon-
ville church was not sent a minister in 1862.
During this time three sisters, Mrs. James M.
Nelson (Margaret Jane Wyan), Mrs. Thomas
Nelson (Mary Gay Wyan) and Mrs. George
Nelson (Pauline Wyan) donated a Bible to
the congregation which is the oldest item now
in possession of the church. These sisters had
married two brothers and a cousin showing
how extended family ties were during this
period.

By 1880 the War Between the States was
in the past and the country was booming. The
congregation decided to construct a new
church reflecting the new times. The Victo-
rian structure had only one central entrance
door and no gallery reflecting the changing
social patterns with men and women sitting
together during services and the abolition of
slaves who had sat in the gallery. The new
building measured 36 by 28 feet and con-
tamed a 57 foot tower on the west side for the
church bell. Over $6,000 was spent to build
the structure and the building was totally
paid for by the time of completion.

By 1915 agjtation was occurring for a larger
building. This third church which is still in
use was named in honor of Margaret Jane
Wyan Russell Nelson of Boonville and her
husband, James M. Nelson. At the time of
construction in 1916, she was in her late
nineties and was the oldest Methodist alive
anywhere in the world and had been a
Methodist longer than anybody alive, joining
the Boonville church at the age of 8. Margaret
was one of the sisters who gave the Bible
during the War Between the States. The
Daughter of Jacob and Nancy Shanks Wyan,
she grew up in a family noted for its devotion
to the Methodist Church. Her parents gave
the church bell to the congregation and also
started Sunset Hills Cemetery in Boonville
which was originally to be under the control
of the Methodist Church. Two of Margaret's
three children, Louis Nelson and Nadine
Nelson Leonard of Ravenswood, donated
$10,000 each toward the erection of the
building. A third child, Margaret Nelson
Stephens, a former First Lady of Missouri,
gave $5,000 when the building was erected

and then $5,000 for the church organ in 1924
in memory of her late husband, Governor Lon
Vest Stephens and his parents, Joseph
Lafayette and Mary Gibson Stephens. No
expense was spared on the building and when
dedicated the total cost was revealed at
$39,000. For 1917 that was a great deal of
money. Since Margaret's children had dona-
ted $25,000 and the local congregation had
raised only $6,000 on the day of dedication
there was a debt of $8,000. At the conclusion
of the Dedication Address, Bishop Eugene
Hendrix announced that nobody was leaving
for dinner until the debt was cleared! He
ordered the doors locked! The necessary
money was pledged within an hour and the
building was debt free.

By 1965 even this church had been out-
grown and an education wing was added to
the rear at a cost of $160,000. During the
construction project, the partitioned Sunday
School rooms in the original building were
added to the sanctuary thus doubling it in
size.

A parsonage was constructed to the left of
the sanctuary building in 1960 and is still in
use. The former parsonage was demolished
and the area made into a lawn west of the
church.

On January 24, 1983 Nelson Memorial
United Methodist Church was listed in the
prestigious National Register of Historic
Places as part of a historic district in
Boonville. The congregation has a building
fund for the upkeep of this historic structure.
Today, the congregation seeks to serve the
spiritual needs of the community and region
just as it has for the past 170 years.

by Dr. & Mrs. Wiley McVicker
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Westminister Presbyterian Church

The Westminster Presbyterian Church
began with a group of approximately one
hundred Christian Presbyterian people in
1981. The first organizational meeting of the
group occurred on September 22, 1981 at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Long. Two
additional planning meetings were held, with
the first worship service being held October
11, 1981, in Thespian Hall. Regular worship
services were held after that date at the
American Legion Building at 314 Chestnut
Street until November 6, 1981 when the
congregation purchased a church home at



209-211 West Spring Street, Boonville, Mis-
souri. The church was formerly the Santa Fe
Trail Baptist Church. The constitution and
the bylaws were adopted on January 24, 1982.
The Reverend Franklin Knowles was called
to act as intern pastor and was formally called
to serve as the first pastor on February 2,
1982. On that date also the following persons
were ordained and installed as Elders: Stan
Barr, Clifford Solter, Robert Hastings, Don-
ald Hoopes, Eugene Mersey and Connie
Wilkerson. Serving as Deacons were: Joseph
Brasfield, Donald Harris, Dr. E.T. Hum-
phreys, Harold Lang, Victor Newman and
Harold Schrader. Trustees elected were: Mrs.
E.T. Humphreys, Clifford Solter and Carol
Sue Hasenbach. The Reverend Knowles
served until May 31, 1988. The Reverend
Paul Vasson was called as the second pastor
of the church and began his duties on
September 3, 1988. The Westminster Presby-
terian Church is affiliated with the Presbyte-
rian Church in America.

by Judy Shields
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Early records of Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic
Church indicate that as early as 1830, Jesuit
priests came up the Missouri river from St.
Louis to celebrate Mass for Catholics in the
small settlement of Boonville. In writings of
Fr. Helias, Apostle of Central Missouri, we
find that he listed the homes of Anthony Fox
and John Foy, in Boonville, as well as the
Hilden home, in which he celebrated Mass.

Earliest parishioners were German immi-
grants, evidenced by names, Weber, Stretz,
Klein, Young, Esser, Bechtold, Oswald,
Miller, Schuster, Sombart, Gross, Hilden,
Hoff, Vollmer, Lauer, Klenklen, and White-
hurse. Descendants with these names are still
on the parish roll.

The parish has been in the St. Louis
Diocese, the Kansas City Diocese, and now is
in the Diocese of Jefferson City. Priests who
have served the parish include Fr. Ferdinand
Helias, Fr. Murphy, Fr. George Tuerk, Fr.
Joseph Meister, Fr. B. Hillner, Fr. Henry
Meurs, Fr. John Hoffman, Fr. L.M. Porta, Fr.
C. Kemme, Fr. Theo Kussmann, Fr. F.X.
Jennings, Fr. P. Downey, Fr. L.J. Herzog, Fr.
F. Hagedorn, Fr. F. McCardle, Fr. P. Dono-
van, Fr. F. Kennedy, Fr. P. Donahue, Fr. F.
Biter, Msgr. William Roels, Fr. John Baskett,
Fr. W. Conrad, Fr. V.A. Schroeger, Fr. Henry
Schilling, Fr. E.J. Hayes, Fr. J. Hans, Fr. J.
Nolan, Fr. S. O'Connell, R. Francis Whalen,
Fr. Donald Paa, Fr. Clem Ilmberger, Fr.
Leonard Misey, Fr. Fred Barnett, Msgr.
Harold Beeler, Fr. Lawrence McNamara
(later, Bishop), Fr. William Savage, Fr. Sean
Smyth, Msgr. John Dreisoerner, Fr. Jim
Fuemmler, Fr. Kevin Gormley, Fr. Don
Lammers, Fr. Edwin Schmidt, Fr. Domingo
Gonzalez, Fr. Kenneth Brockel, Fr. Mel Lahr,
Fr. John Condit, Fr. Don Antweiler, Fr. Tom
McGrath, Fr. Rob Fields, Fr. Gerald Howard,
Fr. Richard Cronin, Fr. Flanagan, Fr. Tom
Waikmann, Fr. Eric Schlachter. Present
pastors are Fr. Jerry Kaimann and Fr. John

Henderson.

The first baptism recorded for the parish
was that of John Wessing, in 1850. The first
marriage recorded in English was that of Vite
Eppstein and Fanny Fuchs, Nov. 20, 1851.
Earlier marriages were recorded in German.
No records of marriages occur during the War
Between the States. The first wedding after
the War Between the States was in 1867,
uniting Maria Nagel and Gregory Klenklen.

The original church edifice was at the rear
of the present convent. Built in 1834, it was
shared by both Protestant and Catholic
families, for some years. A new church was
built in 1851, and after a fire in 1890, a new
nave and a new part with tower and side
turrets was erected and connected with the
original transept, sanctuary, and sacristies.
The present church was erected in 1973
under the administration of Msgr. John
Dreisoerner.

In 1875 a two-story brick rectory was built
under the direction of Fr. Henry Meurs. A
new rectory was built in 1954 while Msgr.
Harold Beeler was pastor. A parish school
was established in 1910, being administered
by the Sisters of St. Francis of Milwaukee.
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kansas,
assumed direction of the school in 1925. At
that time a new school was built on the site
of the old Gantner home, on Seventh Street
and an extension of Vine Street. The high
school opened in 1925; four years later six
young people composed the first graduating
class from Boonville Catholic High School.
Since 1954, lay teachers have taught with
Sisters at the school. The first five lay
teachers were Coach Harry Stretz, Mary
Louise Schwartz, Jeanne Brunda, Mary
McShane Gilson, and Dorothy Brownsber-
ger. In 1969, the high school was disbanded,
and since 1972, only eight grades and kinder-
garten have been taught. Presently two
Sisters also serve the parish and school.

The parish presently serves around 600
families, having absorbed neighboring par-
ishes of St. Martin's, Chouteau Springs, and
Sacred Heart, New Franklin, through the
years.

Parish organizations include a Parish
Council, Board of Education, PTA, Knights
of Columbus, Knights of Columbus Auxilia-
ry, Daughters of Isabella, and other church
related Commissions. Vocations from this
parish include Fr. Paul Hartley, Sr. Neria
Gross, Sister Ann Brummel of Sisters of St.
Joseph, Concordia, Kansas. Father Gary
Young, CR, is a graduate of Ss. Peter & Paul
Catholic high school. The two Permanent
Deacons of the parish are Mr. John Tebbe
and Mr. Paul Herman.

by Jeanne Brunda
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Our First Baptist Church has a rich
historical heritage. It was one of the earliest
churches in Boonville. A group of interested
citizens established our congregation on

December 30, 1843. The first church building
was erected in 1847 at 518 Vine Street.
Following the erection of our present sanc-
tuary in 1889 the Vine Street building was
acquired by the Turners, a local German
athletic singing society and was known as
Turner Hall.

Our church was the mother church of the
Morgan Street Baptist Church when in
November of 1865, fifty-two of the black
members established their own church.

In 1943 we celebrated our centennial and
compiled a history of the first 100 years. In
1962 we held a tent meeting and a Bible
School in West Boonville which led to holding
weekly services at Mrs. Annie White's River-
view Roller Rink at the east end of Harley
Park. By 1963 we had built a church building
on West Spring Street and on December 29,
1963 our first mission was constituted as the
Santa Fe Trail Baptist Church.

To our present building on Main Street, a
basement, including a kitchen, was added at
the rear in 1917. Five years later the educa-
tional annex was added and the new educa-
tional building was completed in 1952.

by Bob Long
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Present Church

December 25, 1987, marked the observance
of the one hundredth birthday of the First
Christian Church of Boonville. The anniver-
sary was marked by a series of celebrations
over a period of approximately seven months
honoring former living ministers who re-
turned to the church for a portion of the
celebration. Members and friends of the
congregation were afforded an opportunity to
worship, work, and celebrate together.

The Boonville Christian Church had its

inning December 25, 1887, when twenty-
three dedicated individuals met in the
basement of a building on the northeast
corner of Sixth and Vine Streets for the
express purpose of establishing a Disciples of
Christ congregation. The group was led by
C.O. Shouse, and W.R. Baker served as clerk.
U.I. Quigley. C.O. Shouse, and W.R. Baker
were the elders. Other charter members of
the newly formed congregation were: Mrs.
Frank Swap, Mrs. W.R. Baker, Mrs. Albert
Elliott, Miss Lizzie Bacon, Mrs. L.P. Starke,
Mrs. Eveline Crews, and Miss Lottie Crews.
The twenty-three charter members on that
Christmas afternoon formulated a charter,



planned immediately goals and objectives,
and formulated some long range goals which
allowed them to proceed purposefully.

The collection at the first meeting totaled
twenty-three cents. Elder Quigley promised
to take the money and build a church. He sold
his farm, spent two years traveling over the
state largely at his own expense, securing
subscriptions for a fund to build a church. On
January 14, 1888, Mr. Quigley announced
that the money had been procured and a
suitable lot had been bought and paid for.
This original purchase of land is the same
location on which the present church now
stands — the southwest corner of Fourth and
Morgan Streets. Between the original meet-
ing of the congregation and the completion
of the church structure, the congregation met
in the basement of the German Methodist
Church. There were weekly prayer meetings
on Wednesday evenings, usually conducted
by one of the elders. The need for a pastor was
met by supply services of ministers from
churches in other localities and by "circuit
riders."

In July, 1890, the new church was ready for
occupancy. The total cost was $9,000. All but
$1,000 of this amount had been met before
the service of dedication, and on that date the
very large crowd attending the service raised
the remaining $1,000, so that the church
began debt free. Following the dedication,
O.P. Davis of Prairie Home was asked to fill
the pulpit until a resident minister could be
procured.

As the congregation grew, a series of
structural additions met the need for ad-
ditional space. These included the addition
of a wing, then another wing comprised of
classrooms below and a balcony above,
several classrooms to the rear of the sanc-
tuary, and excavation of the basement for
classrooms, dining room, kitchen, and rest-
rooms. The accommodations provided by the
structure in this state were adequate for this
busy congregation. Redecorating of the inter-
ior was done to keep the physical structure
a church to which the members could point
with pride. A pipe organ was installed in 1931.
Just when the physical facility seemed quite
complete and desirable, tragedy befell the
congregation. Early Sunday morning March
5, 1933, fire completely destroyed the church
except for a portion of the rear wall, which
was preserved for use in building a new
church. The response of the congregation to
this tragedy was overwhelming, and an
entirely new structure was ready for occu-
pancy and was dedicated on Sunday, Febru-
ary 18, 1934. The final structural addition
came at the time of the seventy-fifth anniver-
sary of the church — the education building
adjoining the church on the west side. This
is an account of the history of the physical
structure of the church as it progressed. A
history of the members and friends of the
church could be guessed by that account. The
members were dedicated, hard working, and
conscientious, and their efforts were not
selfish or concerned only with their needs. An
early account from a local newspaper told of
outreach services extended to the state
reformatory for boys. Teaching, prayer meet-
ings, revivals, special musical programs,
support for missionaries, and church dinners
were all a part of the busy calendar of the
church.

The church is proud of having had special
services of ordination for the following young

men who were entering the Christian minis-
try:

Jack H.C. Clark June 8, 1958; Patrick
Overton June 26, 1976; Earl Evans Johnson
March 20, 1977; David Nelson Todd October
30, 1983.

The first complete list of members of the
congregation other than the names of charter
members, appeared in History and Directory
of the Christian Church by the Rev. J.P.
Weldon, circa 1912.

At the time of the centennial activities of
the Boonville Christian Church, a history of
the church entitled A Monument of Courage
was written for the celebration by Dorothy
Stammerjohn Cline. The following staff of
the church was listed as of that date:

Members Of The Staff. First Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) Boonville, Mis-
souri. The Reverend William David Puntney
Minister; Katherine Kenney Secretary; Tom
and Mildred Nichols Custodians; Gladys
Darby Organist; Kathy Murdock Director,
Chancel Choir; Rita Sanders Co-director,
Children's Choirs; Norma Puntney Co-direc-
tor, Children's Choirs.

The membership list which appeared in
the centennial publication follows:

First Christian Church membership Roster
September, 1987.

Abele, Andrew; Abele, Bill; Abele, Bruce;
Abele, Douglas; Abele, Joyce; Aggans, James;
Aggans, Minnie; Amick, David; Arnold,
Pearl; Askren, Ken; Askren, Linda. Baragary,
Barney; Baragary, Janice; Bassel, Irene;
Bellamy, David; Bodamer, Donna. Callison,
Hazel; Cawley, Alice; Chamberlain, Virgil;
Cline, Dorothy; Conner, Bill; Conner, Gladys;
Couick, Leah. Darby, Gladys; Darby, Paul;
Derendinger, Debi; Derendinger, Emily; Der-
endinger, Rachel; Deuel, Barbara; Donley,
Susan; Donley, Van; Dudenhoeffer, K.W.
Earls, Earl; Earls, Jason; Earls, Kay; Early,
Wilburta; Eichenberger, Bob; Eichenberger,
Coletta. Forbis, Rosa Fae; Forbis, William.
Garrett, Frances; Garrett, J.B.; Geiger, Betty
May; Geiger, Chellie; Geiger, Holly; Geiger,
Julie; Geiger, Lloyd E., Sr.; Geiger, Lloyd, Jr.;
Geiger, Peggy; Griffy, Betty; Griffy, David D.
Haerle, James; Haerle, Kimberly; Haerle,
Marcella; Harold, Mary; Harris, Harvey;
Harris, Ruby; Harris, Wilma; Haun, Albert;
Haun, David; Haun, Gwenyth; Hays, Ethel;
Hem, Dana; Hem, Doris; Hern, Kim; Hem,
Mike; Hem, Robin; Higbie, Tia; Hill, Delma;
Hill, T.C.; Holloway, Robert; Huff, Ann;
Huff, Bob; Huff, Jill; Huff, Louise; Huff,
Mike; Huffstutter, Betty; Huffstutter,
Ralph; Hull, Jack. Isom, Patsy. Jewett,
Gertrude; Jewett, Gill; Jewett, Louise; Jew-
ett, Martha; Jones, Izola. Kammerich Dan-
ny; Kammerich, Sharlene; Karrick, Romie;
Kelley, Tim; Kester, Jeff; Kester, Tudy;
Kester, Neal; Korte, Lisa. Lacer, Bertha;
Lawson, Karen; Leonberger, Bennie; Leon-
berger, Jay; Linhart, Gina; Lindsey, Zada.
McMahan, Alberta; McMahan, J.T.; Martin,
Karen; Mayginnes, Mildred; Mayginnes,
Paul; Melkersman, Charles; Melkersman,
Evelyn; Melkersman, James; Meyer, Leon-
ard; Meyer, Robert; Mills, Helen; Mills,
Robert; Murdock, Charles; Murdock, Kathy;
Murdock, Kevin. Nelson, Lloyd; Nicholas,
Krista; Nicholas, David; Nicholas, Michael;
Nichols, Herbert (Tom); Nichols, Mildred.
Overstreet, ¢ Viola; Owen, Allie. Penny,
Norma; Ponzar,Audrey; Purvis, Gertrude;
Purvis, Gregory; Pulliam, Jerry; Puntney,
David; Puntney, Norma. Quint, Morris.

Rastorfer, Nancy; Reesman, Dale; Reesman,
Phyllis; Rinehart, Mary; Robinson, William;
Rohlfing, Brandy; Rohlfing, Carol; Rohlfing,
Heath. Sanders, Larry; Sanders, Rita;
Scheibly, Alice; Scheibly, Wayne; Schnuck,
Ruth; Scott, Larry; Scott, Lenora; Sears,
Ann; Sears, Cecil; Shelton, Helen; Shipp,
Azile; Shipp, Roy; Shull, Donna; Shull,
Teresa; Shull, Tommy; Sims, Thelma; Sites,
Charles T.; Sites, Dianne; Sites, Steve; Sly,
Mary K.; Swearingen, Betty; Swearingen,
T.T. Taylor Ida; Thoma, Lawrence; Turner,
Jane; Turner, Wayne. Vaughn, Myrtle; Vier-
tel, Bruce; Viertel, Don; Viertel, Doris;
Viertel, John; Viertel, Susan; Viertel, Tim.
Waterfield, Dan; Waterfield, Debbie; Water-
field, Sharon; Wendleton, Alice; Wendleton,
Barbara; Wendleton, Earl; Wendleton, Stan-
ley; Wilkerson, Edna; Willers, John C.;
Willers, Martha; Willers, Robin; Willers,
Stacia; Wing, Marjorie; Wing, Yardley; Wood
Ruth; Wood, William; Wooldridge, Mandy;
Wooldridge, Shara; Wooldridge, Sharon;
Wooldridge, Tate; Wooldridge, Wendy.

The church also maintains a list of its
nonresident members. At the same time as
the publication of the list above, the nonresi-
dent members were:

Nonresident Members: Abele, Chris;
Acuff, Bill; Acuff, Wesley; Arrington, Virgie
(Amick). Baker, Ruth Ann (Goodwin); Bel-
lamy, Mike; Blackwell, Teresa (Karrick);
Burroughs, Mary; Burroughs, Mary Grace;
Burroughs, David. Carlson, Linda (Swan-
stone); Cline, Jean; Cromer, Helen (Swan-
stone); Crosby, Patricia (Sears). Dudenhoef-
fer, Kirk; Dudenhoeffer, Amy. Earls, Earl,
Kay and Jason; Eller, Phil. Forbis, William
Dale; Fuser, Hubert B. and Bertha; Fuser,
Bill. Glover, Jeff; Green, Betsy (Bozarth);
Griffy, Dave; Griffy, Jack. Harris, and
Brenda; Hawkins, Ronald. Infield, Frank;
Infield, Jewell; Infield, Sterling Franklin.
James, Nancy (Willers); Jewett, Jean; Jewett,
Vicki; Johnson, Earl and Ruth. Karrick,
Bobby; Karrick, Ronnie; King, Lula; Kinsley,
Sarah; Korte, Linda. Lake, Joyce; Layton,
Velma; Leonberger, Jay. Maddex, Aletha;
Mayginnes, Kyle; Mayginnes, Ray; May-
ginnes, Jim; Mayginnes, Kevin; Mattingley,
Paula (Mayginnes) Morris, Sam and Char-
leyne; Morris, Chuck. Peck, Beth; Pitlock,
Carolyn (Wilson); Reesman, Ellen; Reesman,
Sarah; Rowe, Tom; Rowe, Carolyn Sue.
Shaw, Judy (Burroughs); Sites, Minday;
Stansberry, Rae Anna (Acuff). Wallen,
Debbie (Wilson); Weyland, Goldie; Williams,
Shelly; Williams, Doug. Zieba, Debbie (Glov-
er).

The Boonville Christian Church meets
launching into a second century as a chal-
lenge to continue working together in har-
mony in support of the church.

by Dorothy S. Cline
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"In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth . . . And I, behold, I establish
my covenant with you and with your seed
after you."

What the soul is to man, the Church is to
the world. Except that in Boonville, Missouri,
there was no "German Church" where first
and second generation immigrants could
worship in custom familiar to the then fewer
than forty families who had migrated We-
stward during the early 1800's.

In 1849 two German circuit riders, the
Reverends Rauschenbach and Kroenkle,
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basis. Then, in 1850, the Rev. Hoffrneister, an
Evangelical minister serving Moniteau
County, agreed to conduct services twice a
month at Boonville. His ministry at Boonville
was brought about as a result of the amount
of $250 annually provided by the Presbyteri-
an Church Mission Board's decision to
support a church for their German friends.

In 1853 Boonville's population was 2,800
and growing, each year gaining about 139 new
residents. There existed a strong sense of
need — a church where a German congrega-
tion could worship at a time when their "New
World" seemed on the verge of collapse.
Troubles of earlier years, including 1820,
when a Grand Jury indicted eight men for
swearing in public, seemed trivial compared
to growing unrest — the threat of civil war
— that seemed certain would follow the
Indian and Mormon wars.

Perhaps remembering Hans Andersen's
words, "God permits nothing to happen
which is not good for us," and a German
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were in Boonville on a regular but infrequent

proverb: "God gives the milk, but not the

pail," the German Evangelicals with grati-
tude to the Presbyterians, decided to provide
the pail.

In August, 1853, the German Evangelical
Congregation was organized. The Rev. Jo-
hann Wettle regularly led services on alter-
nate Sundays, at a building at Seventh and
Spring Streets. The structure was used for
Roman Catholic services on other Sundays.

On January 1, 1855 the German Congrega-
tion adopted its first constitution and elected
a Church Council that consisted of four men.
The Rev. Wettle resigned in 1856, the same
year that the Presbyterian Church withdrew
their financial support after laying much
groundwork for Christian growth.

During October, 1856, the German Congre-
gation called the Rev. C.L. Greiner, former
missionary to India for 23 years. He was
described as a kind man, a stern pastor and
teacher. There was at that point in time, no
public school or coeducation. Schools were
strict. The following regulations were typical
in a boys' school: "No student shall get drunk
or be permitted to play at cards or other
games of hazard. No student shall use
profane irreverent or obscene language or be
guilty of conduct tending thereunto . . . "
The Rev. Mr. Greiner died January 14, 1877,
and was buried in Walnut Grove Cemetery.
At the time of his death, the German
Congregation numbered some forty families.

It was soon after the Rev. N. Lange began
his pastorate (1877-1878) that the first
Sunday School classes were conducted; to be
followed a year later with the formation of the
first choir.

On March 30, 1887, the cornerstone was
laid on the same site where the first church
was razed. The building, next door to the then
10-year-old church parsonage, was complet-
ed in less than 18 months and was consecra-
ted January 8, 1888.

Until that time, the congregation had been
served, in addition to those mentioned, by the
following clergymen: H.E. Schneider (1880-
1882); L. Kohlmann (1883-1886); X. Pistor
(1886-1890).

It also was during those years that the
Evangelical Congregation began to expand
the church into areas of service in addition
to providing the setting for formal worship.
In 1880, twenty-nine women formed the first
Church-orientated service group. They called
themselves the "Frauenverein'. During 1887,
still another ladies organization was formed,
known simply as the "Younger Frauenverin".
The latter group apparently became of age
during the ten years that followed, for they
disbanded in 1807. (The original Frauerv-
erein continued until 1922).

From April 13, 1890, until October 3, 1896,
the church was pastored still on a part-time
basis, by the Rev. B.H. Leesman. It was
during his tenure, in 1892 that the Church's
constitution was revised. The Church also
became incorporated under the official title,
"The German Evangelical Congregation". A
short time later the title was amended to,
"The Evangelical Church of Boonville, Mis-
souri". It was also during his tenure in 1890,
that another choir was formed.

Later, in 1896, the Evangelical Church
called as its pastor the Rev. H. Hamphausen.
His pastorate was to mark the first time the
Church had a full-time Clergyman who could
devote maximum time to needs of his flock.
He served less than a year when, in 1897, the
first Evangelical District Conference was



held. Evangelicals from what then were great
distances gathered at Boonville for the
business meeting.

It was during 1898 that the Boonville
Evangelical Church became a member of the
"Evangelical Synod". The following year,
1899, there occurred a change in worship that
later was to change even more. That was the
year that the congregation voted to have one
worship service each month conducted in the
English language; to be held on a Sunday
evening. The Rev. Kamphausen's pastorate
ended July 1, 1900.

He was succeeded by the Rev. E.L. Muel-
ler. Like earlier pastors, the Rev. Mr. Mueller
was encouraged to spend as much time as
possible ministering to the needs of other
Evangelicals in nearby churches. Rev. Muel-
ler was the first to institute a class in
Confirmation. He also was the first to
conduct all Sunday evening services, as well
as meetings of the youth organization, in
English. It was also during his ministry that
the church parsonage was rebuilt.

The new parsonage was dedicated on
November 15, 1903 — the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the Evangelical Church at
Boonville. During the first 50 years benevo-
lent giving had amounted to about $2,000 an
amount that was to increase nearly thirty-
fold during the second fifty years.

On January 6, 1907, a call was extended to
the Rev. R.M. Hinze. During his first six
months in Boonville, the Evangelical Church
was renovated and rededicated on July 5,
1908. Meantime, the tempo of life was picking
up.
Steel rails had drawn a bandage about the
nation's Civil War wounds. With the rail-
roads came a new tranquility, prosperity and
the peace that for decades had been woefully
lacking. As the Gay Nineties gave way to the
Twentieth Century, Boonville had few paved
streets and no electricity. Jobs such as
bookkeepers, stenographers and typists were
held by men whose salaries averaged $6 to $8
a week. Potatoes were selling at about 35
cents a bushel, corn about 30 cents, wheat
about 70 cents a bushel. Eggs could be
purchased at about 12 cents a dozen and a
Texas steer was worth about 4 cents a pound
at the market place. A dinner at a restaurant
was about 20 cents, a man's suit $13, and
gingham was 5 cents a yard.

In 1915, the Evangelical Church of Boon-
ville voted to continue to set the pace of
worship by expanding the Church south from
the original building. The new cornerstone
was laid October 17 of that year with work on
the annex completed January 6, 1916.

In the new addition was a new pipe organ,
and for the Church there was a new organiza-
tion, "The Dorcas Society’, formed on May
11th. That group absorbed the membership
of all previous womens' organizations.

Since the earliest days, there had been
instrumental music performed in the Sanc-
tuary, first on a reed organ. The original
instrument was replaced in 1890 with another
reed organ — a gift of Mr. & Mrs. Jacob
Gmelich. It was replaced in 1894 with a one-
manuel pipe organ. Then in 1916, it was
replaced with the present instrument, a 14-
rank vacuum-electric pipe organ — also a gift
of the Gmelich family, in memory of the late
Lt. Governor of Missouri.

During 1920, the congregation voted to
increase its council from seven to ten mem-
bers, with the council naming committees to
assist the pastor in promoting Christianity

—a tradition that has continued. The Rev. Mr.
Hinze served the congregation until 1921
including a brief interruption in 1919, follow-
ing his resignation and later was recalled.

On November 20, 1921, a call was extended
to the Rev. Frederick Stoerker. The World
War that was to end wars had been fought
and by the Grace of God and brave souls, a
nation had been preserved. During Rev.
Stoerker's administration all services con-
ducted in the German language were discon-
tinued. A new Church constitution was
approved in 1924 that placed great emphasis
on providing the community with a "Living
Church". During the late 1920's it became
evident that there would not be a "chicken
in every pot", that the Great Depression, if
not already here, was just around the corner.
With the collapse of Wall Street and all the
hardships associated with it, the congrega-
tion remained faithful to the needs of the
Church, for it was in 1929 that plans were
made to expand the Church's educational
facilities.

Between the years 1853 and 1935 the
Church had witnessed 1,630 baptisms, 641
confirmations, 571 weddings and 688 fun-
erals.

On April 17, 1935, the Rev. E.F. Abele
accepted a call to serve the Church's growing
congregation that one year earlier had be-
come The Evangelical and Reformed Church
following denominational merges.

With the lingering effects of depression
and the realization that another world war
was imminent, the congregation, in 1941,
voted to again renovate the Sanctuary; to
provide a formal chancel area; and to rebuild
and relocate the pipe organ. Included with
the organ were chimes, a gift from the late Dr.
Alex van Ravenswaay. Cost of the project:
$17,000. Then in 1947, complete in the
knowledge that although World War II was
history, but also recognizing the fact that
conflict throughout the world was to contin-
ue, the congregation instructed that a com-
mittee be named to plan for additional
educational space to be completed and
dedicated in 1953 — in observance of the
First Hundred Years. The new facilities
consisted of the church basement being
renovated to provide space for Sunday
School rooms, and a stage at the north end
of the auditorium.

During the first centuary of service benevo-
lent giving totaled about $60,000. Between
1935 and 1953 the membership had increased
from 360 to 637. During the same period there
had been 445 baptisms, 143 confirmations,
301 weddings, and 541 funerals. In 1953 the
Senior Choir consisted of 24 voices. The Girls'
Chorus included some 33 members. Other
Church organizations included the Youth
Fellowship, the Women's Guild, the succes-
sor to the Dorcas Society; the Sunshine
Society; successor to the Sunshine Mission
Society of the Evangelical Church organized
in 1910 and the Evening Guild organized in
1951.

One of our outstanding accomplishments
during our first century was the remodeled
Sanctuary in 1941 at a cost of $17000 which
was met by bequests started in 1929. The last
time it was renovated was in 1908 with the
organ in the center of the Sanctuary and the
large organ pipes surrounded it. The choirs
sat on both sides and in front of it. The pulpit
and lectern along with the organ was on the
upper level and the alter with tall backed red
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velvet upholstered chairs on each side on the
lower level. A rail holding a brown velvet
curtain completed the upper level. The
renovated sanctuary has a stained glass
window in the center with altar below and
organ placed on the east side and the organ
pipes concealed in the upper area. The pulpit
is on the left of the Sanctuary and the
Lectern, stands on the right side. Three steps
lead to the altar with panels of walnut on each
side in front of the choir.

The stained glass windows have enhanced
our Sanctuary for a number of years replacing
the red glass windows similar to those still in
the local Episcopal Church.

Our stained glass windows are unusual and
very meaningful to our congregation as four
of them depict highlights in the life of Christ.
The window on the West wall shows Jesus
and Peter. Jesus is walking on the water and
Peter is sinking after trying to walk on the
water to Jesus and became fearful of the
waves. Jesus is reaching out his hand to save
him and says, "0 man of little faith, why did
you doubt me?" The story is taken from
Matthew 14:22-32. This window was given by
Mrs. J.F. Gmelich in memory of her husband
about 1910. Her granddaughter is Mrs.
Charles P. Malone of Boonville. The window
in the back on the North, depicts the story
of "The Woman at the Well" at which time
Jesus asks the Samaritan woman for a drink
of water and he tells her she must drink of
the "living water, to satisfy her thirst". The
story is found in John 4:7-30. This window
was dedicated to the memory of Lenard and
Margaret Klein by their son, George Klein.
The other window in the rear of the church
shows Jesus praying in the Garden of Geth-
seme. It was dedicated to the memory of C.W.
Sombart by his sons and based on the famous
Hoffman painting. The story is found in
Matthew 26:36-46 and Luke 22:39-46. On the
East side of the church the window is based
on the painting of Bernard Plockhorst of
Christ taking leave of his mother, which was
his last embrace the evening before the Last
Supper.

The windows show dependence on Christ
and keeping our faith in him; our needs of
"living water" and our reliance upon God
through prayer as well as our human need in
times of sorrow. It also gives the message that
we are all dependant not only upon the Diety
but upon each other. The windows are surely
a work of art which illuminate our faith and
hopefully each Sunday as we worship, our
eyes may again be opened and we may see
something not seen before.

In the Fall of 1953 started a building fund
to construct an educational building south of
the Sanctuary. The educational unit was
dedicated Sunday, April 24, 1965. Total cost
of the project was $95,673. That same year,
the congregation voted an amendment to its
constitution. For the first time in its history,
the Church required that a woman be elected
to serve on the 12 member council. .

On June 1, 1965, the Rev. Kenneth Kuen-
ning succeeded the Rev. Mr. Abele who
earlier had announced his intention to retire
and to remain a Boonville resident. When the
Rev. Abele left the pulpit for the last time,
the Church that he had served for so long had
a new name, "The United Church of Christ",
acquired in 1957 afer another denomination-
al merger.

It was during the Rev. Kuenning's tenure



that the congregation voted to acquire prop-
erty immediately west of the Educational
Building to be used as an off-street parking
lot.

The Rev. Charles Schwantes, on October
24, 1969, succeeded the Rev. Mr. Kuenning.
The following January, in his report to the
congregation, the Rev. Schwantes said in
part, "It is my hope that everyone in the
congregation will consider himself a minister,
and those chosen for special responsibility
will attend to those responsibilities conscien-
tiously. May we have enthusiasm and joy in
our work and witness. A year later, January
20, 1971, the pastor whose ill health had been
diagnosed as terminal cancer, wrote to the
congregation who had gathered for their
annual business meeting, these words, " . .
. It is with much disappointment that I
cannot be with you as your pastor this
evening, but there are some things over which
we have no control. I am in such a position
this evening . . . "

On June 1, 1971, the Rev. Melvin Lichte
accepted a call to become pastor of a church
that only months before, when all seemed
right, found itself caught in the throes of
death.

It was with Rev. Lichte's leadership that
the congregation approved paving the par-
king lot at a cost of $4,200, and in the Spring
of 1972, voted to replace an antiquated
heating system in the Sanctuary. There also
would be summer cooling. Cost figure was
$6,710.04 plus incidental work. During the
removal of the old system, slight vibration
cause a 250 pound radiator in the church
basement to fall from the ceiling, landing
where there usually would have been at least
one infant in a baby's crib on most Sunday
mornings while parents were worshipping in
the Sanctuary. Following that could have
been a tragedy, it was quickly decided to
rebuild the entire area into one large room,
what is now known as the Lay Center, to be
used for special gatherings. Materials for the
project cost $4,000 with members of the
congregation donating labor.

Due to a large amount of memorabilia
collected by members of the congregation
through the years, it was suggested and
agreed to make a History Corner in the Lay
Center. It became a reality with the efforts
of Gene Branch and Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W.
Putnam. It contains the altar and pulpit
chairs, and the pulpit that served us around
1910 or before along with the altar scarf and
communion set. Charles Jaeger made and
donated a beautiful hand carved cross in
walnut which hangs behind the altar. We also
have some walnut pews. Folding screens of
glass framed in wood frames hold a large
supply of news articles, pictures and other
memorabilia. A large glass paneled cabinet
hold two mite boxes, and souvenirs of our
100th celebration, pins and certificates given
as awards, pulpit bibles, one being presented
to the church by Mrs. Greiner, widow of our
first pastor, prayer books and hymnals in
English and German as well as other bibles
and the most prized is the first record book
of the church holding a copy of the Constitu-
tion if German with the original signatures of
the first Council of our Church and the
records of the first marriages, births, deaths
and confirmation along with minutes and
treasurer reports of our first years. This book
has been lamenated to preserve it. The
cabinet is the top of an old desk that had been

in the church for many years. An antique
marble top table holds a loose-leafed note-
book holding old programs, reports and
organization books dating from 1903. Han-
ging on the wall behind the table is an oil
painting of the church painted by Arthur W.
Putnam and donated by Mr. & Mrs. Putnam
in memory of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. L.O.
Schaumburg, The History Corner was dedi-
cated April 23, 1978.

On November 11, 1973, the congregation
was again in business session. Constitutional
changes included establishing the post of
Director of Christian Education, a part-time
position as an annual stipend of $3,000, or
about 38 percent of the pastor's salary. Also
approved was a proposal that increased the
council to 14 members, two to be under age
21. Also voted was an expenditure of $14,000
to rebuild the pipe organ that was beginning
to show its age by occasionally sounding off,
unassisted, with a sour note that occurred
often as not in the middle of a prayer or other
inopportune time. The Rev. William Smart
became Director of Christian Education on
June 1, 1974. His duties included overseeing
Church School and youth activities. Both he
and the Rev. Mr. Lichte submitted resigna-
tions May 31, 1975.

The Rev. Clifton W. Kerr, on October 1,
1975, accepted a challenge to shepherd the
congregation around pitfalls during difficult
times. He and his family moved into a
parsonage that earlier that year had been
remodeled and redecorated at a cost of nearly
$15,000. At the Fall congregational meeting
of 1976, the membership voted approval of a
completely revised constitution. Contained
in that document is the framework intended
to pave the way for a people who believe in
God, the Church and in themselves. At that
meeting, the congregation also voted to invest
about $6,000 to upgrade efficiency to the
wintertime heating of the Educational Build-
ing. More recent additions to worship include
a service for young people preceding Church
School, the formation of a Junior Chancel
Choir, a Male Quartett and a Womens'
Chorus.

Between 1953 and 1978, benevolent giving
totaled about $180,000. Of that amount
nearly $30,000 was contributed, first in the
late 1960's and again in the mid 1970's to
provide transportation and living expenses,
first to D. Kanakaraj, later to include his wife
and their two children, while he studied at the
College of Agriculture at the University of
Missouri at Columbia. During his first visit,
Raj, as he came to be known, received a
bachelor’s degree in agriculture. During his
second visit Raj earned a Doctorate in
Agricultural Education. During the less than
ten years between visits, Raj had successfully
increased agricultural production in his home
community ten fold.

On May 14, 1978, the church celebrated
their 125th year, counting their many bles-
sings and on this day of Pentecost, a tribute
was paid to God for His undying love.

In the Fall of 1982 Rev. Kerr resigned to
accept a position as assistant to the Adminis-
trator of Admissions at the Eden Seminary
which he had graduated.

Rev. Vernon Quint became our Interim
Minister in the Fall of 1982 and on October
16, 1983, the church celebrated 130 years of
Faith. Rev. Quint died in the Fall of that year
with his funeral services held in the church
despite his being a minister of the Four

Square Gospel Church for many years.

Rev. Ed. Wulfkuehler, a Chaplain at the
Pentagon and a UCC minister in Bakersfield,
California, for many years, accepted the call
to shepherd the church for five years during
which time the church grew in many avenues
of love and christian fellowship and under-
standing of the Bible's many lessons. Rev. Ed
organized a Bible Study Class which met
weekly. A young adult group was also orga-
nized and which remains very active part of
the church activities. There was deep sadness
when Rev. Wulfkuehler accounted at the
semiannual meeting in November, 1988 that
he was resigning and would become an
Interim Minister at the UCC Church in
Kansas City.

The congregation feels very fortunate that
Rev. Herbert Wintermeyer of St. Louis
accepted the call to be out Interim Minister
after leaving his church of 35 years pastorate
in St. Louis.

We now look forward to the following
message written by Mrs. Hazel Wohlt, a
faithful member for many years:

Another year of service, of witness for They
love,

Another year of training for holier works
above,

Another year is dawning; Dear Father, let
it be

On earth — or else in heaven — another
year for Thee.

The Missouri River flowed before the
settlers came and flows still. The great river
of church history flowing long before us will
continue to flow in yet uncharted courses, of
one source but dividing and ever flowing
again together.

by Mary Frances Putnam

CHRIST CHURCH
EPISCOPAL

T78

In 1835 a dozen or more devout Episcopal-
ian families had established homes in Boon-
ville. They had no building of their own in
which to worship, but they kept the fires of
their faith burning.

i

Christ Church Episcopal



It must have been good news for them when
they learned that the Rev. Jackson Kemper
of Connecticut had been chosen to serve as
a Missionary Bishop for the church in the
West and that Boonville was in the vast
territory over which he was given jurisdiction.
In due time he became established in St.
Louis. Soon after his arrival there he wrote
in a letter, 'You wish to be furnished with a
statement showing the number of churches
in my charge. The only one in Missouri is
Christ Church in St. Louis of which I am
rector.'

When he considered his field of work
before him, he decided upon Boonville as the
center for the inerior. He visited the town on
April 16, 1836. Of the town he reported, 'Tt
is a pretty looking town with many of its
houses built of brick and about 900 inhabi-
tants.

Shepherding the families of the faith he
found Rev. F.F. Peake who was principal of
a girl's school. Since 1835 he had been holding
services at the Jefferson House on the corner
of 6th and High streets.

There were six Episcopal parishes in the
state when the Diocese of Missouri was
organized in 1840. Boonville, one of them,
was farthest west. At that time Rev. James
D. Meade came and he too held services at
the Jefferson House. Nothing is known of his
work or that of anyone who preceded him as
there are no records extant for the years prior
to 1863.

For such information as we have relative to
those early years, we are deeply indebted to
Miss Jane Gregg. In preparing a history of
Christ Church of Boonville upon the occasion
of its one hundredth anniversary in 1935 she
spent long hours of research in libraries.

She staked out claims on all of the early
newspapers in existence which had been
published in Boonville, the earliest in 1840.
In them there was pay dirt from which she
panned many a gold nugget of information
pertaining to the first 28 years of the church's
existence. For that matter she found many
which implement the records since 1863
when have been preserved.

A lot was bought for the church in May
1841 and the deed of record reads as follows:
“Grant, bargain and sell and convey unto
Jackson Kemper, James G. Martin and
Chester B. Powell, Trustees for Christ
Church, Boonville, Missouri, and to their
successors in office forever Lot No. 7, Hen-
drick's Addition to Boonville, fronting 70 feet
on Fourth street and running back 180 feet
of even width.'

A church building was not begun until 1844
after Rev. Almon D. Corbyn became rector.
When he arrived the meeting place had been
changed to the northwest corner of Main and
High Streets but a short time later they were
using a long frame building on the southeast
corner of Main and Spring streets. It was in
this building, on Christmas morning of 1844
that the first pipe organ music in Boonville
was heard. Someone in Jefferson City had
loaned Rev. Corbyn a pipe organ and he had
sent Mr. C.F. Aehle who could and did play
it, to bring it back. It is said that as many
people heard the service from the outside as
from within on this memorable occasion.

One of the parishioners Mr. Chester B.
Powell, a trustee, fired with enthusiasm
about building the new church made a trip
to several eastern cities where he solicited
help to make the project possible. He collec

ted $2000.00 but unfortunately on the way
home lost it. (There is nothing to show how.)

This was a great blow to the congregation,
a disheartening one. But they rose above it
and through further efforts gathered together
enough money to start on the building. No
one knows who chose the architectural plan
with its square center tower. It has many
Gothic characteristics but Miss Gregg says:
‘It is no ordinary type and may be patterned
after some rural church in England.'

Of the building one of the newspapers said:
‘It was erected and completed during the past
and present years under the auspices of the
Rector A.D. Corbyn, and presents one of the
most beautiful specimens of church architec-
ture to be found in the west — being
sufficiently commodious for the largest con-
gregations in this section of the country. It is
constructed of brick — eight large windows
— the glass is tastily painted, which super-
cedes the necessity of blinds, gives a soft light
and quite a handsome effect to the whole
room.'

The service of consecration was held
September 24, 1846.

Under the rectorship of Mr. Corbyn the
church held a highly respected position in the
community. He married a Boonville girl, Miss
Virginia Teackle Buckner, and their descen-
dants for many years were members of Christ
Church. He remained rector until 1852, and
in appreciation of his work here the congrega-
tion erected to the left of the sanctuary a
tablet to his memory which reads:

This tablet is placed here by his former
Parishioners. In memory of the Rev. Almon
D. Corbyn the faithful Pastor, the learned
Divine, the zealous Christian under whose
ministry this church edifice was erected. He
"fell asleep in Jesus" at Jackson, Miss., Oct.
18, A.D. 1855 aged 45 years, 6 months. "He
being dead yet speaketh."

Bishop Jackson Kemper was succeeded in
1844 by the Right Reverend Cicero Stephen
Hawks who was the first Bishop of Missouri.
He is of particular local interest because he
married Miss Ada Leonard of Fayette. The
increasing prestige of the church in the state
is shown by the fact that in 1847 the
University of Missouri conferred upon Bish-
op Hawks the honorary degree of Doctor of
Divinity.

Mr. Corbyn was succeeded by the Rev. D.
Gordon Estes who remained but a few
months, and Mr. Harrison preached his
farewell sermon in 1854, when the Rev. RE.
Terry became rector. The following account
in the Observer is an indication of his
popularity. "We need not speak here of the
merits of Mr. Terry as a lecturer; he is well
known to all our citizens and has won golden
opinions by his course as Pastor of Christ
Church."

Mr. Terry had been principal of a Female
Seminary in Kentucky, so it was not surpri-
sing that toward the end of 1855 he bought
Adelphia College which was across the street
from the rectory on Vine Street. The school
was in a very bad financial condition when he
took it over, and he was unable to save it from
failure.

In 1856 the Rev. George P.Giddinge suc-
ceeded Mr. Terry until 1859 when the Rev.
Samuel L. Southard came to serve Christ
Church. During the time Mr. Southard was
in Boonville, several improvements were
made in the building and a marble font was
added.

The early 1860's were difficult at Christ
Church. Rectors remained only a few months,
and one Rev. F.R. Holeman was banished to
Canada during the war for refusing to "take
the oath." However, in February 1867 the
Rev. Mr. Holeman again accepted the ves-
try's call. The report of Bishop Charles F.
Robertson in 1868 said that Mr. Holeman was
carrying on a very excellent parish school
with about fifty scholars, and that the
average attendance at Sunday School was one
hundred and twenty-five. Until 1870, Christ
Church flourished under Mr. Holeman's lead.
It was during his service that the windows
were replaced with stained glass.

The Rev. George H. Ward was called to the
parish in 1870 and united the church and
regained its standing in the community. The
Weekly Eagle of October 24, 1873, printed:
"The Episcopal Church is noted for its
brotherly love one for the other, and its kind
regard and attention to the stranger within
its gates. Aside for a few 'peculiar’ views we
believe its tenets are in harmony with the true
faith laid down in the Sacred Records, and its
standard of morals, through high, is not so far
beyond the nature of man, as to be utterly
unattainable by him. Taken altogether, this
branch of the 'vine' is a power for food, and
numbers in its membership many of the most
devout worshippers of Him who “doeth all
things well'." Because of ill health, Mr. Ward
resigned in 1874 after which the Rev. Abiel
Leonard, who later became Bishop of Nevada
and Utah, came to Christ Church for a year.

Serving for only four months, the Rev.
George Moore was replaced by Dr. Judson W.
Curtis, who was described in the Boonville
Advertiser as "an earnest and energetic
worker in the cause of religion . . . We
commend him to the city of Boonville as a
man worthy of their highest esteem and
confidence." Dr. Curtis lead Christ Church to
great activity with sociables in the homes of
such well known people as Mr. Edward Lee,
Captain James Thomson and Judge Wash-
ington Adams as well as at the City Hotel and
at Stephens Hall. With the proceeds the
rectory was enlarged so that Dr. Curtis'
family could occupy it in Jan. 1877.

After Dr. Curtis resigned in 1881, the
congregation was led by various visiting
clergy such as Dr. Foster of Sedalia and the
Rev. J.L. Gay of St. Mary's, Fayette. From
1882 until 1886 Mr. J.J. Wilkins, a lay reader
licensed by the Bishop Robertson and later
ordained to the priesthood, served Christ
Church. Bazaars and entertainments were
among the activities of the congregation. A
fire at the rectory was extinguished with little
or no damage in 1885. Changes were made in
the building when a recessed chancel and new
vestry room added.

Until 1888, Dr. Henry Truro Bray imposed
his theological views, which were not favor-
ably accepted by the congregation. However,
before he departed, he married Miss Mary
Wormald, a member of the Boonville parish.
Several years later he asked the bishop to
depose him because his views were no longer
in accordance with the teachings of the
Episcopal Church.

The Rev. J.M. Fulton became rector for a
year after which Captain S.W. Ravenel was
appointed lay reader and read services each
week. In 1889 the Diocese of West Missouri
was formed; Boonville was in the western
district.

From 1890 until 1900 the Rev. Henry



MacKay reunited the congregation and en-
couraged the musical talent by forming a
choir, presenting organ concerts, and giving
an operatic presentation, Esther, at the opera
house. The following account shows to what
extent he had endeared himself to Boonville:
"The Advertiser sincerely regrets to hear that
the Rev. Henry Mackay has tendered his
resignation and will leave Boonville July 1st.
He will have been the rector of Christ Church
for ten years. He says that those ten years
have been a delight to him and have been
spent with a delightful people, whom he has
the satisfaction of leaving perfectly united."

Mr. E.A. Sharrod, a candidate for Holy
Orders, very ably led the congregation for two
years. Parties, musical entertainments and
dinners were given by the Women's Guild.
With the help of Mrs. Sherrod, a boys' choir
was organized. Mrs. Golwell gave five hun-
dred dollars toward the purchase of a new
organ, and when it was installed several
changes were made in the building. A choir
room was added on the north side, the organ
was placed on the south side with the chancel
and altar between. The interior of the
building was painted and the floor carpeted.

After two years prosperity under the
rectorship of the Rev. Henry I. Fick, the
church was again vacant but not closed. Lay
readers M.E. Schmidt, G.T. Irvine, and S.W.
Ravenel carried on services and the guild and
vestry met regularly.

The next few years the congregation was
financially prosperous, but in certain other
respects it was an unfortunate period. The
rector from 1905 until 1908 was the Rev. C.R.
Stearns. He was followed by the Rev. Silas
Cooke Walton, who died in the rectory on
May 25, 1910. For the next three years there
was another vacancy in the parish. Finally, in
June, 1913, the Rev. George Churchill Rafter
became rector for one year, resigning because
of ill health.

During the tenure of the Rev. A. Corbett
from January 1915, until December, 1918,
many gifts were presented to the church.
These included linen eucharistic vestments,
a pair of altar candlesticks given by C.P. Gott,
a silver bread box given by the vestry, and a
pair of cruets given by Mr. and Mrs. M.E.
Schmidt. Also, a pair of offertory basins made
from a black walnut log taken from thirty-
four feet below the river bed and estimated
to be one thousand years old were presented
by Captain George T. Boyce.

Again the rectorship was vacant until May,
1923, when the Rev. George E. Wharton
accepted the call of the vestry. During his
stay, the Diocesan Convention in West
Missouri met at Christ Church, and a beauti-
ful processional cross was presented to the
parish in memory of Tompkins Bradley. Mr.
Wharton resigned in June, 1926.

In March, 1927, the vestry invited the Rev.
J.R. Gregg to hold a service. On September
1st he became the rector. In 1929 a new parish
room was added to the church which facilita-
ted and broadened the work of the parish.
Several memorials were added during Mr.
Gregg's thirty years of service. The candelabra
were given in memory of Carl Olon Reincke by
his parents, Dr. and Mrs. C.H. Reincke. An altar
service book was presented by Mrs. J.R. Gregg
in memory of her mother, Mrs. Anna Peet
Bartlett. A beautiful alms bason was given
by Mrs. M.E. Schmidt in memory of Mr.
M.E. Schmidt, to whom the people of Christ
Church cannot pay a high enough tribute

for his loyal support and service for many
years as vestryman and lay reader. At the
convention of the diocese in 1934 it was
decided that it would be very fitting for the
council to meet at Christ Church, Boonville,
in 1935 in commemoration of the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the founding of this, its
mother parish. Under Mr. Gregg's leadership
the choir ably supported by an excellent
organist attained a reputation of unusual
quality for so small an organization. Mr.
Gregg retired from active service in 1957, a
man beloved by the whole congregation.

The Rev. Jim Viggers served as vicar of
Christ Church, then a mission church in the
diocese, from 1957 until 1959. He sponsored
placement of a cross on the tower. Mr.
Viggers worked closely with the youth of the
town and sponsored a center for them in the
downtown area, called The Blue Room. He
continued to encourage music in the church.

Lay readers Albin Schmidt, C.P. Malone
and John Bell filled the vacancy well by
leading worship each Sunday, holding regular
vestry meetings, and helping the guild with
projects.

In November of 1960 Major W. DeFay
Jackson, USAF, a postulant for Holy Orders,
began coming to Christ Church from his
home in Belton, Missouri, each Sunday to
read Morning Prayer. After ordination to the
priesthood, Mr. Jackson was appointed Vicar
of Christ Church by Bishop E.R. Welles. The
vicarage was completely redecorated before
the Jackson family moved in. During the six
years they were in residence, the interior of
the church was redecorated, and storm
windows were fitted to the outside of the
stained glass windows. Prior to the re-decora-
tion of the church, walnut paneling given in
memory of George G. Rotan by Kate Rotan
Bell, matching reredos given in memory of
Anna M. Bell by John J. Bell, and choir pews
and railing given in honor of Mary King Estill
by her son (Gentry) were in place. Also added
as re-decoration progressed were memorial
lanterns in memory of: Mr. and Mrs. Albin
Schmidt by friends; Marion Bates by Mer-
ilew Miller; Arthur Bradley by Mollie Brad-
ley; Mary Mills Hoefer by Marilyn Selck and
George Hoefer; Mr. and Mrs. M.E. Schmidt
by Albin J. Schmidt; William Clinkscales by
Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Clinkscales. A Flower
Board was placed near the narthex in mem-
ory of Irene Gross Meredith. A ministry to
the Kemper cadets who were Episcopalian on
Sunday nights, bazaars, antique shows, ice
cream socials kept the guild busy. Mr.
Jackson died in March, 1966, suddenly at age
49.

Later that same year, S. Allen Watson was
called by the vestry and was appointed Vicar
of Christ Church. His wife, Martha Watson,
was a talented musician. Her organ playing
enhanced the worship for the three years Mr.
Watson remained at Christ Church.

For three years the stalwart lay readers
faithfully read services each week. Charles P.
Malone and John Bell alternated, and for at
least one Sunday a month the Rev. E.
Clarendon Hyde came from Columbia to
celebrate Holy Eucharist. Mr. Hyde endear-
ed himself to the congregation with his
patient, soft-spoken manner.

Finally, in 1972 the Rev. Larry B. Lewis
accepted the call and became the rector of the
church. Strides forward in spirituality were
made with Larry Lewis. Here again is a priest
with musical talent. During his stay the organ

was rebuilt, a public recital by the re-builders
was held, and a glorious George Herbert
celebration was sponsored by the church. It
was before Mr. Lewis' stay that Christ
Church became again an independent parish,
making Mr. Lewis the rector. By the time Mr.
Lewis left Boonville in 1979, another lay
reader, Rick Smith, had been trained.

Again, the lay readers, Charles P. Malone,
John Bell, and Rick Smith carried on the
business of the church services with the
vestry's support until the Rev. Richard
Elberfeld came to be the Rector of Christ
Church. Mrs. Elberfeld's personality attrac-
ted many families to the church. However, in
spite of the enlargement of the congregation,
Christ Church was returned to mission status
by the Diocesan Council. Church School
flourished in the former rectory, in which the
pastor had his study and to which improv-
ements were made. Mr. Elberfeld's adult
classes were excellent and informative about
church history and dogma. Late in 1985 the
Elberfeld family accepted a call to Richmond,
Kentucky.

Early in 1986 the Rev. Steven A. Miller was
asked by the vestries to serve as Vicar of
Christ Church and St. Mary's, Fayette, at
Bishop Arthur Vogel's suggestion. His youth
was a breath of fresh air. The parish hall has
been refurbished, the pastor's study moved
there, the worn rectory razed, the sacristy
enclosed. More improvements are planned.
Church School is meeting in the parish hall
under a new schedule; adult class meets with
Deacon Bill Bellais, a welcome addition to the
clergy priestly staff. Lay readers include Ann
Stout, Maggie Elliott, Norman Land, Marsha
Higginson, Dennis Donahue.

It is very difficult to give the vital statistics
of the parish for these one hundred fifty-four
years because there are no records of this kind
before 1867. With these limitations the
number of baptisms may be said to be
between nine hundred and nine hundred fifty
and confirmations close to three hundred
fifty or four hundred.

In conclusion it might be said that this
narrative records the sacrifices and fidelities
of men and women zealous in upholding the
faith of their fathers, even down to the
present day.

Thanks to Jane Gregg, Historiographer,
and Lilburn A. Kingsbury. Margaret
Jackson, Editor and supplement writer.

by Margaret Jackson

BAPTIST ONE OF 10
CHURCHES LOCATED

IN PILOT GROVE
T79

There are ten churches in our community
of different faiths: Baptist, Presbyterian,
Christian, Pilot Grove Methodist, Wesley
Chapel Methodist, St. Joseph's Catholic, all
of Pilot Grove, and St. John's Catholic and
St. Paul's Evangelical of Clear Creek, St.
Martin's Catholic Church and Mt. Olive Free
Baptist for the Negroes.

On July 23, 1879, after previous notice had
been given, the Baptist brethren and sisters
living in the vicinity of Chouteau school
house, situated about four miles north of



Pilot Grove, met to organize a Baptist church.

A presbytery was formed, consisting of
Elders T.V. Greer, N.T. Allison, and Deacon
John R. Jeffress. The organization when
effected consisted of 23 members and was
known as the Chouteau Baptist church.
Regular monthly services were held there
under the ministry of the Rev. T.V. Greer,
until June 22, 1873, when he was succeeded
by the Rev. N.T. Allison, who served as pastor
until the church dissolution in January 1874,
at which time the membership was 40.

Owing to the dissolution of Chouteau
church and the inconvenient location of
Pleasant Hill church to most of its members,
the Pilot Grove Baptist church was organized
July 29, 1876 at a meeting of Baptist brothers
and sisters at the M.E. Church with ten
members listed.

Meeting Day Set

The third Sunday and Saturday preceding,
of each month were appointed as the regular
days of meeting. Regular services were held
by different brethren but it was not until the
following September that a pastor was cho-
sen, the Rev. N.T. Allison.

The church continued to worship in the
M.E. church building until the third Sunday
in December, 1877, when it convened in its
newly built house in the eastern part of the
town. The building was a neat frame struc-
ture with a seating capacity of 250, and cost
$1000. After the dedicatory sermon by the
Rev. William Ferguson, $212, in cash and
pledges, was contributed to liquidate the
indebtedness.

Until April 1880 there was no pastor. The
Rev. LB. Dodson then accepted the call and
continued at intervals to preach to the church
until the close of 1884.

Dr. H.M. Richardson accepted the care of
the church in April 1885, and continued as
pastor until February 1886. He was succee-
ded by the Rev. J.W. Neff in June 1886, who
served until November 1887. Dr. E.D. Isbel
was called to the pastorate immediately after
the resignation of Mr. Neff, but he only
served three months when he too resigned.

The Rev. A. Machette accepted the call
August 1888 and was succeeded in January
1890 by the Rev. P.R. Ridgely, and he served
the church until February 1893. The Rev.
T.W. Tate was called April 1893 and served
until December 1895.

Other Ministers Listed

Other ministers and their years of serving
the church were:

AM. Cockrell, January 1896-1897; 0.0.
Green, February 1897 to September 1898;
J.Z. Taylor, 1899 for a few months; J.A.
Brownfield, July 1899 — August 1900; B.G.
Tutt, November 1900 — December 1904;
Joseph Stirmberger, April 1905 — October
1906; S.M. Victor March 1907 — December
1907; W.A. Bruce February 1908 — June 1910;
EJ. Sanderson September 1910 — November
1912; CAA. Stephens July 1913 — March 1915;
W.H. Lilburmn August 1915 — September 1916;
W.M. Tipton April 1917 — September 1921.

No regular minister was called until Jan-
uary 1924. C.P. Walters served from then
until the following November.

Next came C.C. Hatcher August 1925 —
January 1926. It seems as if no records were
kept for some time and then we find that April

1928 H.J. Brumley became pastor serving
until June 1929. M.M. Hatcher took over the
pastorate in April 1931 until a permanent
pastor would be called. He served until June
1932 when he became ill. A.L. Jones served
the church from September 1933 until March
1942. From August 1943 until July 1945
Herbert Matlock was pastor, and in October
1945, W.E. Martin was called and served
until January 1948. The Rev. Sterling Kerr
accepted the pastorate April 1948 and resig-
ned March 1952.

Prayer Meetings Discontinued

When the church was first organized
services were held once a month but for a
good many years services have been held
twice a month, usually the second and fourth
Sundays, and at first regular weekly prayer
meetings were held, but they have been
discontinued.

A Sunday school has been sustained regu-
larly since the church's organization, and
there is also a Women's Missionary Society,
which meets once a month.

by Mrs. A.J. Hayes

MT. VERNON

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH 119 YEARS

OLD

T80

One of the oldest churches in Pilot Grove
is the Mt. Vernon Presbyterian church, which
was organized in April, 1833, and was the first
church to serve the entire community.

The church was first located one mile south
of where Pilot Grove now is, near the site of
the old Mt. Vernon cemetery on the top of a
hill. At that time there was no town nor any
assurance that there ever would be any, and
the congregation of worshippers who attend-
ed this lonely church didn't dream of a town
growing up so near.

The church was organized by the Cumber-
land Presbyterians, who had participated in
founding that denomination, and who had
come to Missouri in the faith. Chief among
these was the Rev. Finis Ewing Kentucky
who was ordained a minister in 1803. Other
early ministers who served this church were
Samuel 0. Davidson, Archibald McCorkle
and William Kavanaugh.

Charter Members Named

Charter members were William Houx,
John Miller, James Deckard, Sr., Fred Houx,
Gideon B. Miller, Barnett Miller, Benjamin
Weedin, Daniel Weedin, Jacob Houx, Wil-
liam Miller, Charlotte Houx, Ann McCut-
cheon, Harriet L. McCutcheon, Christena
Deckard, Ellen B. Crowfud, Regena Houx,
Mary Miller, Sr., Mary Miller, Jr., Catherine
Weedin, Mary Weedin, Elizabeth Weedin,
Rachel Weedin, Ann Rennison, Eliza H.C.
Berry, and Margaret Houx.

Later they were joined by members of the
Harriman, Simmons, Stites, Brownfield, and
Harris families.

One of the strong supporters of old Mt.

Vernon was E.H. Harris, Sr., whose home was
very near the church. Mr. Harris had the first
ice house of the entire community, and as the
story goes handed down through the genera-
tions, from its cooling depths each Sunday
morning, during the hot Summer, he took a
red cedar water bucket of crystal ice to church
to quench the thirst of the country folk who
came for Sunday school and preaching
services. This was a most welcome treat,
especially to the children, and they always
wanted to be on time for services because
they knew Mr. Harris would be waiting for
them with the cedar ice-bucket and the glass-
bowled dipper with the silver handle, and
their thirst was always great, whether it was

real or imaginary.

by Mrs. A.J. Hayes

PLEASANT HILL
CHURCH A MEMORY

T81

Pleasant Hill church is only a memory to
most persons now, so much a memory that it
appears impossible to find any definite
records of the origin of the church. Most who
remember it agree it was organized early in
the 1800s.

The earliest record available is that of a
meeting in December, 1878, for the purpose
of reorganizing the church. At that time the
original building still stood on the plot of
ground situated about four and one-half
miles northeast of Pilot Grove and eight miles
south of Boonville. A cemetery adjoined the
church yard.

The Rev. John Jeffress and his wife,
Elizabeth, were leaders of the reorganization,
and the Rev. Mr. Jeffress served as pastor.

Others who were members then or joined
shortly afterward were Mrs. Mary Barnhart,
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie E. Jeffress, Mrs. Rhoda
Jeffress, Mrs. Sallie Sharp, Richard Turner,
Lucinda Turner, and William Warnhoff.

Pastors after Mr. Jeffress were W.N.
Phillips, B.F. Reid, L.E. Hedrick, E.J. San-
derson, and D.W. Williams.

The records of an early church meeting
gave Sunday school attendance as 47. Preach-
ing services were held only one Sunday a
month with a business meeting on the
preceding Saturday night.

The original building was replaced in 1912
and the old building was sold at auction.
Services were held regularly until about 1920,
then as membership and attendance dwind-
led the services were held irregularly and
usually on Sunday afternoon preceded by a
basket dinner.

In 1934 the church building was sold to the
Lotspeich brothers, so now all that remains
of a once thriving rural church is the church
yard overgrown and forsaken, and the ceme-
tery plot which has recently been renewed
and improved by a newly reorganized ceme-
tery club.

by Miss Genevieve Jeffress



ST. JOHN THE
BAPTIST CHURCH
CLEAR CREEK, MO.

T82

Grotto — tribute to Mary.

As early as 1840, a small band of German
Catholic families wended their way westward
and settled in the fertile valley of the Lamine
river in the western part of Cooper County,
Missouri. The Stephen Young and Lawrence
Sommers families were the first to take up
government land to settle. Between 1840 and
1850, the following men and their families
came to build their future homes: Adam
Aulbach, Jacob Beck, Theodore Berster,
John Diel, Jacob Diel, Bertram Felten, Frank
Grotzinger, Gregory Klenklen, Henry Jan-
sen, Melchior Kraus, Andrew Neckerman,
Anton Schibi, Michael Schoen, F.M. Larm,
Frank Stolzenberger, Bernard H. Twenter,
John B. Twenter, Anthony Youngkamp,
John G. Walz, Anton Wessing and George A.
Zoeller. The greatest hardship of these first
settlers was that they had not the consolation
of their religion. Father Helias, the "apostle
of Central Missouri", visited them once or
twice a year. In 1850, Father George Tuerk
of Boonwville came occasionally on a weekday
to administer to their religious wants. He
celebrated Mass in the homes of Peter Peak

and Christ Wittman and others. He was
succeeded by Father John Meister and
Father Hildner. In 1855, the number of
families had grown to such an extent that it
was decided to build a church, for which
purpose Lawrence Sommers donated an acre
of ground. The church, benches and altars
were of logs from the surrounding woods at
practically no cost. The church was dedicated
in 1856 to St. John the Baptist and Father
Hildner came from Boonville every fourth
Sunday to conduct services. His successor,
Father John Meurs, encouraged the people to
build a log house of one room with an attic,
which he used as his living quarters and office
when he came to hold Divine services. It was
used as late as 1917 for a classroom. Father
Henry Hoffman succeeded Fr. Meurs.

In 1877, Archbishop Kenrick of St. Louis
deemed that the parish was sufficiently
strong to support its own pastors. St. Mar-
tins, Mission of Boonville was given to St.
John's.

The little log house was not a fit dwelling
for a resident pastor, so another residence
consisting of 4 rooms was built at a cost of
$600.00. Fr. Nick Reding followed Fr. Boden
on January 8, 1880.

When the St. Louis archdiocese was divid-
ed, St. Johns passed to the jurisdiction of the
Bishop of Kansas City. In 1881, Bishop
Hogan gave the Benedictine Fathers of
Conception, Mo. charge of this parish and the
Rev. John Conrad was appointed by his
Abbot to be pastor of Clear Creek.

By 1884 the old log church was too small
and a new church became a necessity.
Believing in strict economy, the farmers
quarried the rock for the foundation and the
bricks were made on the W.D. Young farm
about a mile from the church. The corner-
stone was laid in the summer of 1884, and the
church was dedicated the following spring.
Father John was succeeded by his brother,
Fr. Pius Conrad, O.S.B., who in a very short
time started a new parish in Pilot Grove.
Fathers Ambrose Bucher, O.S.B., Fintan
Geser, 0.S.B., Boniface Zimmer, O.S.B. all
served St. Johns from 1895 to 1905. Fr.
Ildephonse Kuhn, O.S.B. next took charge.
The church built in 1884 was poorly con-
structed and it became dangerous to hold
services there. When Father Ildephonse
proposed that another and more beautiful
temple, worthy of the Eucharistic King, be
built, the people were enthusiastic and for the
third time gave freely of their means and
labor. The cornerstone of the new brick
church was laid on Aug. 20, 1906. On this
occasion, Father Kueper of Tipton preached
the English sermon and Abbot Conrad O.S.B.
of Conception abbey preached in German. On
Sept. 8, 1908, the Most Rev. Thomas F. Lillis,
then Bishop of Leavenworth, dedicated the
church.

Then, having studied the art of painting in
Europe, Father lldephonse proceeded to use
his talents to beautify God's house. Therein
he painted the 15 Mysteries of the Holy
Rosary that adorned the ceiling, the large
group picture of the Sermon on the Mount
above the sanctuary and a picture of St. John
the Baptist baptizing Our Lord. This had
been pronounced by many art critics to be a
masterpiece.

A Member of the congregation donated a
set of stations of the cross imported from
Germany, and the paintings of these are
being used Other donations were: a large

two-manual pipe organ, a gold tabernacle, a
canopied pulpit and a set of three bells, the
smallest of these still in use. An iron fence and
entrance for the cemetery were donated after
a cemetery Association was formed in 1923.
A new rectory of brick to conform with the
church was built in 1910. This church and
rectory were damaged by a tornado on May
28, 1955, and both were razed to the ground.
Also razed at this time was the grotto built
before 1917, and stood as a tribute to Mary,
the Mother of God.

A new church of simple design and a new
rectory and convent were erected. The
church was dedicated in the parish's centen-
nial year, May 10, 1956. At this time, St.
Joseph's parish of Clifton City became a
mission of Clear Creek.

In June of 1916, the Benedictine Fathers
gave up the parish,and the Rev. Francis J.
Kalvelage, appointed by the Bishop, took
charge of St. John's July 1 of that year. He
was succeeded by Father Leo J. Herzog, who
served from 1926 until July 1, 1937, when the
Benedictine monks returned as pastors.
Father Willibrord Beck was pastor until Oct.
30, 1937, followed by the Rev. Hilary Hill,
0.S.B.; in 1940 Father Martin Stolberg; in
1942 Father Leo Gales; in 1952 Rev. Kevin
McGonigle; and in 1962 by Father Ignatius
Potts. On Sept. 1, 1963 St. John's was given
to the newly formed diocese of Jefferson City.
Diocesan priests took over the pastorate;
Father Ferdinand Bonn from 1964 to 1968,
and then Father Ralph Siebert until March
1970, when St. John's merged with St.
Joseph's parish of Pilot Grove.

Mass is celebrated at St. John's each
Sunday and Holy day.

Vocations from this parish are: Father Karl
Bauer, Rev. Charles Bauer, C.P.P.S., Rev.
Mr. Ralph Reuter, deacon; and Sisters Cath-
erine Reuter and Maura Horst, Benedictines
of Clyde, Mo.; Sisters Meinrada Bonen,
Pancratia Bonen, and Andrew Bonen, Ber-
nice Kraus, and Irma Twenter, Benedictines
of Fort Smith, Ark.; Sisters Gregory Bonen,
and Anthony Bonen, Sisters of Mercy in
Kansas City; Sister Angeline Young, Sister of
St. Francis of the Poor in Columbus, Ohio;
Sister Adelaide Walz, Benedictine Sister of
Our Lady of Peace Convent, Columbia, Mo.

Sodalities were founded during a Mission
in March 1882.

The Clear Creek Council No. 2261 of the
Knights of Columbus was instituted on April
24, 1921.

Realizing the need of Catholic education,
the people had a school from the early days.
Bertram Felten, in the 1840s, had ridden
horseback to the homes to teach the children
and had, with his wife, conducted classes in
religion and elementary subjects in their own
home for those who could come several days
a week. In the pastor's absence, classes were
held in the first log cabin built to serve Father
Meurs as a rectory. Jacob Karm also taught
school for a short time.

While Father Boden was pastor, he asked
two Franciscan Sisters of Nevada, Mo. to
teach for one year. They boarded with a
parishioner.

In the pastorate of Father John Conrad,
1881-1895, a school large enough to seat 35
pupils was built and John Pachelhofer had
been the master of learning. About 1900, the
Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, Mo., had charge
of the school until 1906, as the school was
closed during the building of the new church.



Benedictine Sisters from Pilot Grove, Mo.
took over the school in 1908. They moved
from the one-room log rectory into the four-
room structure once the new brick rectory
was built in 1910.

In 1909, the school was enlarged and
repaired, and, on April 4, 1917, it burned to
the ground. Forming a bucket brigade, the
people saved the church, rectory, and sisters'
residence, which caught fire from flying
embers. As the public school, a quarter of a
mile away, had already closed for vacation,
the use of the building was granted for the
remainder of the school term, and one of the
sisters was hired to teach in the public school
for the coming term. The four higher grades
were taught there, while the lower grades
were taught in the first log cabin.

In the spring of 1918, five acres of land were
purchased north of the church and ground
was broken for a new school, to be built of
brick in keeping with the church and rectory.
It was completed and furnished by Sept. 22,
1918, on which day it was blessed by Bishop
Thomas F. Lillis.

The sisters stayed with the new school,
moved into the new convent in 1952, and
remained with St. John's until changing
times and needs brought about the school's
closing in 1969. The following year religion
classes were taught by members of the parish.

Kitchen facilities had been added in July
1951 for school lunches and is now being used
for parish and community affairs. This school
stands to remind us of days gone by.

by Levina Reuter

ST. PAUL'S
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH
T83

Clear Creek Church Started In
1850

The St. Paul's Evangelical and Reformed
church of this community is an old landmark
of Cooper County and was started by the
German immigrants who settled here about
100 years ago.

The beginning of this church dates about
1850 when the Rev. C. Hoffmeister of Califor-
nia, Mo., conducted services for the Evangeli-
cal people here.

In 1854 the Rev. Jacob Wettle of Boonville
served this group and the Rev. G.L. Greiner
was pastor from 1857 until 1865 and worked
among this group from his field in Boonville.
Services were held in the home of a Mr.
Schupp.

In 1865 the Rev. F. Pfeiffer became the first
resident pastor and on April 6, 1866, the
church was organized when 25 charter mem-
bers adopted the first constitution. The first
church building was of logs. Christian
Schupp donated one acre of land for the site
and the church was erected where the old
cemetery is. This building served until 1870
when it proved inadequate and was replaced
by a frame structure which was erected upon
the site of the present church.

Mr. Pfeiffer served until 1875 and since
then the congregation has had the following

ministers: George Guebner 1876-81; F.
Frankenfeld 1881-87; C. Kautz 1887-90; G.
Kitterer 1890-98; H. Juchhoff 1895-1900; A.
Huesser 1900-05; C. Gabler 1901-12; J.
Doellefeld 1913-18; E.J. Moritz 1918-19; H.E.
Mueller 1919-41; Aug. L. Bru 1942-
44, Edward Winnecke 1944-47; Carl Schmidt
1948-50; and J.P. Kaiser, the present pastor,
who came in April 1951.

It was during the pastorate of Mr. Mueller
that the members decided to build a new
church. The old one was razed and while the
new one was being built services were held in
the parochial school house. The cornerstone
for the new brick edifice was laid May 19,
1929, and the church was completed, and
dedication services were Sept. 15, 1929.

Two members of the congregation have
entered the Evangelical ministry: P.W. Meis-
enheimer was ordained July 8, 1917, and now
has a pastorate in New York City, and
Eugene Schupp was ordained June 12, 1951,
and is pastor of the church at Newton, Kans.

Sunday school is held every Sunday.
Clarence Bergman is superintendent and the
average attendance is 58. Preaching services
are held every Sunday morning. Harold Reis
is president of the Youth Fellowship and Mrs.
Louis Schupp is president of the Woman's
Guild.

The church has about 100 members repre-
senting 40 families, which are mostly rural
residents, and they are planning a centennial
celebration to be held in September.

Data for this article was furnished by the
Rev. J.P. Kaiser.

by Mrs. A.J. Hayes

SAINT MARTIN'S
SCHOOL AND
CHURCH

T84

The year 1970 brought to a close Saint
Martin's parish in Cooper County which
began in the year 1870. The school had
already closed. This account of its History is
taken from two typewritten pages prepared
by Florence Robien, dated August, 1920.

The first Mass celebrated in this vicinity
was said by Father Meurs of Boonville, in the
home of Dan Martin. After awhile Daniel
Martin donated land for a cemetery and little
church. It was a log structure, 18x24 feet.
Some of the families using it were listed:
Daniel Martin, John Martin, Leonard Mar-
tin, John Martin Jr., Jacob Gross, Nic.
Schank, Anton Weimholt, Philip Wiedel, Mr.
Bonan, George Bergerhaus, and J. Carvel.
Mary Schank was the first person baptized
here. The first funeral was held for Agnes
Martin.

From 1870 to 1908 the small parish re-
mained a mission of Boonville, Clear Creek,
and Pilot Grove in turn. While Rev. W.F.
Boden served during the period of 1877-1880,
the second frame church was built.

The final solid brick structure, was erected
on 2.24 acres of land on the Boonville to
Sedalia public road. This was in 1908 during
the Pastorate of Father Pius Conrad O.S.B.
The location described it as being 1/4 mile
north of the Choteau Springs M.K.T. Rail-
road Station, and the Choteau mineral

springs being 1 and 3/4 miles west of the new
church site. The cash outlay being $12,000,
most of the labor and hauling was donated by
members of the parish.

The frame Rectory consisting of seven
rooms, a bath, and hot water heat was erected
personally by Henry Brummell for a cost of
$1,800. On August 31, 1911. Father Pius
0.S.B. moved into St. Martin's Rectory.

Just before Easter in April, 1920, the
Pastor, Father A.J. Koehler and the church
committee, building committee, and the
Labor Leaders consisting of: Clemmens
Lammers, Frank Hoff, Frank Schuster, Hen-
ry Brummel, William Robien, and William
Day, met and decided to seek funds to build
a new school since a majority of the St.
Martin's Parish members were in favor of the
new school. At the time there were forty
Catholic families with sixty school-age chil-
dren in St. Martin's Parish.

Almost immediately $13,000 was donated.
It had been estimated that the cost would be
$20,000. In order that building could begin,
the rest of the needed funds were loaned by
the Pilot Grove Bank at 5 percent interest.
On June 24, 1920, 1.76 acres of land adjoining
the church grounds was purchased from
Anton Joseph and Anna Mary Wesselman for
$440.00 to be used for the building site. A.G.
Krumm of Pilot Grove was hired for the
General Contractor. Henry Stretz and Sons
of Boonville were given the contract for the
brick laying.

July 6, 1920, ground was broken. August 17,
1920, a social on the grounds had this money
raising booth, "Buy Ten Bricks And Have
Your Name In The Cornerstone Of St.
Martin's School". The cost was 10 cents a
brick. Under names donating for a brick were
Joseph Wesselman, G.W. Hoff, J.B. Esser,
Pearl Dwyer, Fred Dick, George B. Esser,
Mrs. Joe Fisher of Tipton. There may have
been others but no list was found.

Soon after this, on August 29, 1920, the
cornerstone was laid. How proud the families
of the parish must have been to have their
own school! It served the community well but
finally changing times caught up with it and
the little country Catholic School closed in
May 1967, never to reopen.

by Mrs. Harold Kempf

ST. JOSEPH'S PARISH,

PILOT GROVE, MO.
T85

(Excerpts from this article were taken from
newspaper clipping dated 11-12-25.)

In the year 1892 seven men, J. Spaedy, J.
Gantner, A. Saenger, W. Dwyer, P. Donna-
hue, J. Brauer and F. Dieterich, approached
Father John Conrad, O.S.B., rector of the
Clear Creek parish, with a request to erect a
church at Pilot Grove, pointing out the fact
that the community could be served better by
a more centrally located parish, as also that
the growing village of Pilot Grove with
railroad facilities would be a most promising
place for a parish. They pledged their loyal
support, and as soon as Father John had
obtained the necessary permit from the
respective authorities, constituted the first
building committee.

A church site was donated by Samuel Roe.



First Catholic Church in Pilot Grove

In 1827 Samuel Roe entered a tract of land
from the government on the site now occu-
pied by the city of Pilot Grove, then known
as the Pilot Grove Settlement. This same
Samuel Roe, although a leading member of
the Methodist Church, in 1893 donated a plot
of ground to Father John Conrad, O.S.B., for
a church site on Fourth and Harris Streets.
Later the rest of the block was purchased by
Father Pius Conrad, O.S.B., from B. Harris
for school purposes.

In the spring of 1893 preparations to erect
the church were pushed with great determi-
nation. he rock quarried by P. Donnahue and
sons were hauled by those who had joined the
little group of seven. Joseph Gantner, an
early brick-maker, was given the contract to
make the bricks. All the labor and material
with the exception of part of the mason work
were donated by the people. Thus by Septem-
ber, 1893, the foundation work was finished,
but it was decided to defer the brick work
until the following spring. Continued interest
was manifest by the fact that by this time
about thirty families had signified their
willingness to be affiliated to the new parish.
Liberal contributions were forthcoming, and
it may be noted that almost every Protestant
family contributed either money or labor to
the erection of the first Catholic Church at
Pilot Grove, some as high as $50 to $100.

The brick construction was begun in the
spring of 1894 and completed by September.
The dedication ceremony took place Septem-
ber 15, 1894 at which the brother of Father
John Conrad, O.S.B., Abbot Frowin Conrad,
0.S.B,, officiated. The sacrament of Baptism
was administered for the first time in the
church on that day to the 8 year old daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. Albert Saenger, whose name
was Ida Long.

Until January, 1895, Father John Conrad,
pastor of Clear Creek, held services every
other Sunday in the new church. January 5,
1895, Father Pius Conrad, O.S.B. officially

took charge of the new parish as its first
pastor. The members of the congregation
were called to a meeting for the election of
church directors. The following officers were
elected: Messrs. John Spaedy, president;
Lorenz Esser, secretary, and Joseph Gantner,
treasurer.

For want of a parish residence, Father Pius
Conrad, O.S.B., continued to reside at Clear
Creek, but gave regular services on Sundays
and Holy days, as also catechetical instruc-
tion to the children. In this manner Father
Pius Conrad continued to serve St. Joseph
parish until 1898, when a parochial residence
was built at a cost of $2500, with an additional
cost of $500 for house furnishing.

The next problem to confront Father Pius
was the education of the children. He made
arrangements with several Benedictine Sis-
ters to establish a convent and school, with
the approval of Bishop John J. Hogan. In the
year 1900, funds were solicited in all three
parishes, namely Clear Creek, Pilot Grove,
and Martinsville. (It may be noted that the
largest contribution was offered by Martin-
sville about $1700.) The three story brick
building was completed in 1901 and blessed
by Bishop J.J. Glennon, coadjutor to Bishop
Hogan. The total cost of the building was
about $4,000. The transfer of the property
and building was made to the Benedictine
Sisters with the provision that they assume
the then incumbency of $1200 and the use of
the building for parish school purpose. Thus
came into existence the first parish school
that same year with about 60 pupils.

During these years also, two acres of
ground was donated by Pete Bock for a
cemetery, located about one mile south of
Pilot Grove. (The first person buried in St.
Joseph's Catholic Cemetery was Louis Roth,
1828-1899.)

After a lapse of ten years, the St. Joseph's
church became too small and it was necessary
to build and remodel the church. The enlarg

ing of the church and raising of the roof took
place in 1907 at a cost of about $5,650.

January 1, 1909, Father Pius Conrad,
0.S.B., was appointed rector of St. Martins
Church at Martinsville, and Father Philip
Ruggle, O.S.B., was appointed rector of St.
Joseph parish. Father Pius continued to
reside at Pilot Grove until 1911, although
attending to all the pastoral duties at Martin-
sville. Father Philip continued his pastorate
at Pilot Grove until September 1, 1915, and
then was succeeded by Father Berthold
Jaeggle, O.S.B. Father Jaeggle was succeeded
several months later by Fr. Hildebrand
Roessler, O.S.B.

At the time when Father Hildebrand
received his appointment, the school rooms
were inadequate and necessity to build a
larger school became evident. Despite the
high cost of war times, he succeeded to erect
a large four-room school building with mod-
em equipment. Together with the willing
help of the parishioners, this task was
accomplished at a cost of about $12,000,
including furnishing the equipment in the
year 1917, and the entire indebtedness
canceled in four years. The school was taught
by the Benedictine Sisters of Fort Smith,
Ark., and at that time, included grades one
through eight plus two years of high school.
Due to increasing demands for personnel and
equipment, the high school closed in 1929.
(Fr. Hildebrand died while a pastor here on
July 21, 1923))

Father Joachim Menne, pastor from 1924
until his death in 1931, started a band and an
orchestra, teaching the various musical in-
struments and directing dramatic produc-
tions staged in the school. He also wrote plays
and music and rebuilt musical instruments.

In 1929, under the direction of Fr. Joachim,
it was decided to begin building a new church,
because the number of Catholic families
continued to grow and the old church was no
longer adequate. After the basement was
built, the work was discontinued because of
the depression. The basement was appropria-
tely decorated and used as the church until
1951.

Fr. Richard Felix, who was pastor from
1931 to 1939, made St. Joseph's a "mini
catechetical center’, publishing pamphlets,
founding the "Defender of the Faith" organi-
zation and giving lectures on radio.

Following Fr. Richard was Fr. Luke Beck-
er, O.S.B. who on Oct. 15, 1939 began the
second longest career of a Benedictine at
Pilot Grove and was at St. Joseph's ten years,
until July, 1949. (Fr. Pius served 12 years as
pastor.)

When Fr. Luke arrived, the country and
especially the farmers and small towns were
still feeling the depth of the great depression.
Believing that a good pastor should be
interested in the temporal welfare of his flock
as well as their spiritual welfare, he set forth
to help them materially as well as spiritually.
He gave assistance in obtaining Federal
Loans for farmers. He began his program of
Rural Life, working with the Diocesan Rural
Life Conference and the County Agricultural
Agent together with the Federal Security
Administration to help finance farms, buy
stock and new implements. He organized the
4-H Club, the CYO, Holy Name Society,
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Council
of Catholic Men and Women, and brought to
the parish in its Golden Jubilee year of 1944,
the National Rural Life Conference. During



the W.P.A. days up to 1942, he established
a cannery employing 20 people. Also in 1942,
he established the School Hot Lunch Pro-
gram for our own children and the public
school pupils. In February, 1946, he estab-
lished a Movie Picture Show to provide
wholesome entertainment for the family and
he chose Class A pictures only. (The old
church building was made into a theater and
was also used for parish meetings, school
plays and other community gatherings.) In
July, 1948, he built a Skating Rink and
skating parties were held one night a week
with the CYC supervising them. Basketball
goals were set up and were used by the young
people of the town and surrounding country.

Following Fr. Luke, Fr. Gervase Ingoldsby
was pastor from 1949 until 1952. While he was
pastor, our present church was built over the
basement that was built in 1929, and Fr.
Ingoldsby also supervised the building of the
rectory. Much of the work on the church and
rectory was done with volunteer labor. After
the new and present church was completed,
the basement became the parish hall and the
old church building was razed.

Monsignor Francis Hagedorn, first chan-
cellor of the Jefferson City diocese, was
pastor from 1959 until 1963. A new convent
was built under his supervision, and was the
residence for the Benedictine Sisters who
taught in the school. The Benedictine Sisters
taught until 1973, when the sisters of Our
Lady of Peace Convent in Columbia, Mo.
withdrew from the school and were succeeded
by a lay staff who conduct the school today.
CCD classes are now held in the convent
building.

St. Joseph's Parish has been blessed with
many good priests following Monsignor Ha-
gedorn and they are as follows: Fr. Sean
Smyth from 1963-1964; Fr. Edwin Sturm
from 1964-1968; Fr. Robert Chenoweth from
1968-1971. (Fr. Chenoweth was pastor when
St. Martins, Chouteau Springs, and St.
John's, Clear Creek, merged with St. Jo-
seph's. St. John's became a mission church
and St. Martins was razed.) Fr. Francis
Gillgannon from 1971-1973; Fr. Michael
McHugh from 1973-1975; Fr. Brendan Lawl-
ess from 1975-1977; Fr. Kenneth Brockel
from 1977-1985; Fr. Richard Frank from
1985-1988; and our present pastor is Fr.
Richard Colbert, C.PP.S.

by Joan Knipp

PILOT GROVE
METHODIST CHURCH
FOUNDED IN 1828
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One of the oldest churches in our midst is
the Methodist Episcopal Church which was
organized in Pilot Grove in 1828. A camp
meeting place near the spring west of the
cemetery was the rendezvous of the faithful
and it was here that the first log church was
built in 1839.

In 1832, the Missouri Annual Conference
was held there on the camp ground with
Bishop Joshua Soule presiding, In 1850 the
old log structure was replaced by a neat frame
building.

Forty-six years later, in 1876, the old frame

church was superseded by a new two story
edifice, built jointly with the Masons, who
occupied the upper story. It was located
where the old school building stood across the
railroad tracks from the depot. This church
was dedicated by the Rev. Preston Phillips
in October, 1879, assisted by the Knight
Templars of Sedalia. The officiating clergym-
en were the Rev. C.C. Wood, pastor, the Rev.
M. Atkisson, presiding elder, and the Rev.
R.H. Shaffer.

Sold Building in 1888

In 1888 the church sold its interest in this
building to the public school board and
erected the brick edifice now occupied. This
church was dedicated by Bishop E.R. Hen-
drix assisted by the Masons from Sedalia and
the Rev. R.H. Shaffer. On Nov. 5, 1950, fire
broke out in the basement of the church and
did considerable damage before it was
brought under control by the city firemen. A
building committee was organized at once to
repair the damages and redecorate through-
out.

by Mrs. A.J. Hayes

MT. NEBO BAPTIST
CHURCH
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Mt. Nebo was organized on June 3, 1820,
a year before Missouri became a state, when
approximately 63 people met in a log school
house a mile north of Bunceton, Cooper
County, Missouri, to draw articles of faith
and organize formally as a congregation. The
name Mt. Nebo was adopted because it was
the name of the mountain upon which Moses
stood in his old age to look across at the
"Promised Land" realizing that his descen-

even though it was denied to him. The
congregation felt like wanderers searching
and they considered the Boonslick their
promised land and hence, they chose the
name as the highest point to which they could
aspire, both morally and literally.

The first minister of Mt. Nebo was Rev-
erend Luke Williams, the first ordained
Baptist minister in the Boonslick area.
Williams preached without any fee, collecting
only what the congregation could give him in
goods as there was little money in the region.
The congregation built a log structure as soon
as possible after organization. Since no
money was available each member contribut-
ed either work or material; everything was
donated. In the fall of 1820 Mt. Nebo joined
the Mt. Pleasant Baptist Association.

Jordan O'Bryan was the first clerk. He was
a layman of remarkable ability who wrote a
circular letter setting forth scriptural argu-
ment on the support of the gospel ministry.
He was for some years a member of the
legislature from Cooper County. By 1826, in
spite of the high regard of Jordan O'Brian,
the members were divided on the question of
paying ministers and sending missionaries to
other regions. The anti-missionary group
remained in the 1820 log church and the other
constituency that believed like O'Bryan
became known as New Mt. Nebo. They left
and worshipped in members' homes and
schools until 1829 when a committee was
formed to look into the construction of a new
church. For some unknown reason, the actual
construction of the church was delayed until
1838 when Alvin P. Williams began his
pastorate to New Mt. Nebo. Under his
guidance, a frame building was finished in
1839 one half mile east of the present church.

During the ante-bellum period, the church
grew and members lived in parts of present
day Cooper, Saline, Pettis, and Moniteau
Counties. To accommodate the large mem-
bership, arms or missions were established.
Two of these still exist: Providence Baptist

The Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, organized in 1820; built in 1857, was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1986.

dants would inherit a land of milk and honey

Church and Flat Creek Baptist Church in



Pettis County.

In November, 1855, at the monthly confer-
ence, a committee was appointed to raise
subscriptions to build a new church. The first
meeting in the new house, which is the
present church, was held on the second
Saturday in August, 1857. It was intended to
be built of brick, a kiln was built, the bricks
burned, and the walls started up. They were
found unsafe, the walls torn down and the
present frame building built. A partition
through the center section of the pews
separated the "men's side from the women's
side". A gallery was built in the back, so that
the slaves could worship with their masters.
The gallery remained until 1885, when it was
torn away.

The church conference records do not
mention the Civil War, but surely this
conflict loomed large in the minds of the
members. On October 12, 1864, Mt. Nebo was
the site of an overnight encampment of
Union troops under the leadership of General
Sanborn who was chasing Sterling Price.

The 20th century history of Mt. Nebo
reflects the continuing concerns of a rural
church bypassed by the railroads in a setting
of little growth. By 1918 the great flu
epidemic cancelled services and still two
members died. By 1920, Mt. Nebo was
determined to celebrate its Centennial and to
preserve its history. Various celebrations
have been held in the years since. In 1962 the
church went to full time preaching for the
first time in the history of the church. In 1971
an education frame building was added to the
west of the sanctuary. Mt. Nebo was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places in
1986. Work to restore the church's exterior
was done in 1987. Present members are
working to raise funds for interior repair and
restoration. Members are proud of their
historical meeting place where they can
weekly be reminded of the courage and faith
of their fore fathers.

by Robert and Ann Betteridge

NEW LEBANON
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
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Historic New Lebanon Presbyterian
Church commands the attention of travelers
along Route A through the village of New
Lebanon, Missouri. The classically beautiful
structure was erected in 1859 of brick fired
on the grounds and pine lumber hauled by
teams and wagons from Boonville. The
church was dedicated in 1860 and continued
in regular use until 1968. Dwindling village
population and church membership cause
discontinuance of services in that year. The
unused building began to deteriorate badly
to the dismay of the few remaining resident
members. Determined to preserve the belov-
ed church, they organized a Homecoming
Day for July 31, 1977. Over 300 former
members and other friends attended, some
traveling a great distance to be present. They
voiced strong support for an effort to restore
and maintain the church. Free will offerings
established a fund, and work was done in
order of urgency as more funds became

New Lebanon Presbyterian Church.

available. Most of this work is now complete.

New Lebanon Cumberland Presbyterian
Church was organized in 1820 by Rev. John
Carnahan with thirty charter members. Rev.
Finis Ewing, a co-founder of the national
Cumberland Presbyterian denomination,
was the first pastor. So many of his congrega-
tion in Lebanon, Kentucky had moved or
were moving to this area of Missouri that he
and his family joined them and established
a home at New Lebanon. Rev. Ewing also
conducted a seminary in his home to train
young ministers who then served the growing
number of churches in Missouri Territory.
This "School of the Prophets" as he called it
was the first Protestant theological seminary
in the West.

At first preaching services for the New
Lebanon congregation were held in homes of
members or in an arbor and preaching stand.
A spring which influenced selection of the site
still flows at the base of a gentle slope behind
the present building.

The first church structure was a double log
cabin with a fireplace at each end. Families
contributed hewn logs for the building.
Twenty-four foot logs were joined at the
middle by an upright post to make a building
48 feet long. The width was 30 feet. This log
church, raised in 1821, was just a few yards
north of the present brick structure. A
memorial stone marks the spot.

Plans for the second (present) structure
were begun in 1857. The new church was a
large building, 48 feet wide and 60 feet long,
a one-story building without attic or basem-
ent. The brick exterior is laid in common
bond on three sides, with Flemish bond being
used on the west facade. The only entrances
are on the west, a pair of identical doors with
their original rim locks and latches. The
building is 20 1/2 feet high at the cornice.
North and south walls each have four large
windows. The small, clapboard belfry con-
tains the original church bell. A small spirelet
and cross top the belfry. Total cost was
$3,230.81. (Needless to say, the cost of

restoration has been much greater than the
original outlay for the building.)

The interior of the church is a single large
room. An interesting feature is a divider
running down the center of the rows of pews,
which in early days served the purpose of
separating the men in the congregation from
the women. This was also the reason for two
doors at the front — women entering by one
and men by the other. Two identical stoves
stand, one at the center of each side section,
their pipes extending upward and meeting at
the center ceiling, then rising to the single
chimney. The raised chancel is at the east end
of the room.

For many years the church was the commu-
nity center of the bustling village. Town
meetings and public trails were held there,
and it was the site of the local school until a
separate school building was erected on an
adjacent lot. Around 1890 the scene began to
change. Railroads bypassed New Lebanon,
and population decreased from about 1000 to
the present fourteen or so persons who
remain.

The church itself suffered a further blow
at the time of reunion of the Presbyterian
Church USA and the Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church. Many local members opposed to
union chose to remain with the like-minded
fragment of the national Cumberland body.
This split occurred in 1906, with the "official"
New Lebanon congregation becoming a
member church in the Presbyterian Church
USA.

On May 30, 1920 some 150 persons attend-
ed a Centenary Service at the church, with
Rev. R.D. Cordry giving the address. The
church marked its 125th anniversary with an
all-day meeting including a basket dinner at
noon and special afternoon services. At this
time Rev. Cordry presented to the congrega-
tion the pulpit Bible from the year 1856,
along with a piece of walnut wood saved by
his father from ruins of the dwelling in which
the church was organized. Elder Clarence
Hutchison was entrusted with care of these



items

In 1974 the American Presbyterian and
Reformed Historical Sites Registry named
New Lebanon as Site No. 25 on its registry,
and on April 10, 1974 Elder Noel Cole place
the commemorative plaque on the building.

Members and friends of New Lebanon
Church felt that the unique history of the
church and the architectural beauty of its
construction should qualify it for inclusion on
the National Registry of Historic Places.
Margaret Spence Rogers, who now lives on
the old homesite of Rev. Ewing, and had
attended New Lebanon Church from child-
hood, felt such dedication to this project that
she willingly guided the studies, paperwork,
and applications necessary to achieve this
goal. She would be the first to say that many
others helped, but without her commitment
to the project, the outcome might have been
different. During the process it was suggested
by officials of the Office of Historic Preserva-
tion within the Missouri Department of
National Resources that New Lebanon
School be included in the application. On
July 9, 1979 the New Lebanon Presbyterian
Church and New Lebanon School were
officially listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Mr. James Denny of the
Department of National Resources presented
the handsome, framed certificate to the
Session of the church at the Homecoming on
July 22, 1979.

The tradition of Homecoming Day, started
in 1977 has continued, and the last Sunday
of September has been established as the
date for this annual celebration. The bounti-
ful basket dinner at noon, the joyous ringing
of the old church bell, the singing of beloved
Gospel hymns and reverent worship have
endeared the event to those who year after
year fill the church to renew friendships and
recall memories of the glorious past of New
Lebanon Presbyterian Church.

by Marjorie Rector

PLEASANT GREEN
METHODIST CHURCH
ORGANIZED IN 1825
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Pleasant Green Methodist Church.

The Pleasant Green Methodist Church was
organized in 1825 by M.B. Evans and a group
of people in the Walker neighborhood.

Charter members were Winston Walker,
Polly Walker, Samuel Walker, Nancy Walk-
er, Peter B. and Sallie Cockrell, Laban and
Lucy Johnson, Samuel and Margaret Forbes
and Ruben Walker.

First Methodist Church in
Area

This group held religious services in their
homes until a log meeting house was built in
1826, which was the first Methodist church
west of St. Louis county. The second church
building was erected in 1836 and the present
one in 1868, and it was dedicated by Dr.
McAnally.

The Clear Creek township was settled
about 1816 by Isaac Ellis, Alex Brown, and
Mr. Scott. In 1823 Samuel Walker and his
father Winston Walker arrived, followed in
a short time by other members of the Walker
family. Judge Smith Walker settled on the
farm now owned by Mrs. J.H. Schlotzhauer,
and named his home Pleasant Green. Later
the church and town her were given the same
name.

On July 2, 1950, this church celebrate its
125th anniversary with a large crowd attend-
ing. Judge Roy D. Williams of Boonville gave
the historical address. The Rev. H.A. Wood,
pastor, conducted the worship service.

Methodist Church Organized
1825

A missionary society was organized Jan. 20,
1920. Mrs. Zeverly district secretary, and the
Rev. G. L. Coffman were present to assist
with the plans. There were 19 charter mem-
bers and by the close of 1941 there were 44
members. In 1940 the name was changed to
Woman's Society of Christian Service. It is
estimated that during the 32 years of service
this group has collected more than $7000
which has been used for the church, commu-
nity, and in foreign fields. An old Bible used
in the church more than 100 years has
recently been rebound and placed on the
pulpit by the Woman's Society of Christian
Service.

Pastors who have served this church since
1908 were: W.D. Kelley, Lawrence Orr, U.V.
Wyatt, G.L. Coffman, E.I. Ailor, J.R. Scott,
Powell Cain, S.P. Cayton, Herman Thylor,
T.A. Huffine, H.S. DuBoise, J.S. Bottoms,
William Sampson, C.B. Young, Gunning
Beery, Ray Biggers, H.A. Wood, and E.L.
Rathert.

One of the former members, the Rev. W.
M. Eckerle, has been preaching for several
years. He now has half time pastorate at
Wesley Chapel, Methodist church near Hol-
den, and half time pastorate at the Blackburn
Methodist church. Mr. Eckerle makes his
home in Sedalia.

by Mrs. W.B. Woolery

OTTERVILLE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
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The Otterville Presbyterian Church celeb-
rated its Sesquicentennial on September 25-
26, 1971. The church was organized Septem-
ber 23, 1821. It was first known as the
Bowling Green congregation.

In 1820 the Rev. Finis Ewing, one of the
original founders of the Cumberland Presby-
terian Church, with members of his own

family and a number of other families came
to Missouri and settled in that part of Cooper
County known as Lebanon Township, north-
east of Otterville. There they established a
church which they called New Lebanon.

The prevailing religion of the settlers was
Cumberland Presbyterian. Members of the
New Lebanon church beginning to push
westward organized the Bowling Green con-
gregation, under the McGee Presbytery,
September 23, 1821 and fifty-one charter
members. The first Ruling Elders were:
William Reed, James C. Burney, and James
G. Wilkerson. Services were held in homes of
the congregation and the camp meetings were
held at a place called Bowling Green north-
east of Otterville on the farm recently owned
by the Neal brothers.

In 1836, the place of holding camp meet-
ings was changed to Pleasant Grove, and was
the name of the congregation. Pleasant Grove
was so called because of the grove of stately
trees and the gentle slope of the hillside
which made a natural amphitheater. A spring
was conveniently nearby. Pleasant Grove was
located on land which is now part of the Lt.
Col. Wm. H. McKnight farm.

Here, at Pleasant Grove, the Cumberland
Presbyterians erected the first church of the
community around 1836. It was built of logs
and stood near the old graveyard, northwest
of Otterville. The first minister of the old log
church was Rev. Archie McCorkle. For many
years the Cumberland Presbyterians an-
nually held their old fashioned camp meet-
ings here, at which large numbers of the
citizens would congregate and here many of
them would remain for days, and even weeks,
on the ground in camps and tents, engaged
in earnest devotion. Since the town of Elkton,
former name of Otterville, was not laid out
until 1837 the Cumberland Church had been
organized for sixteen years before there was
a town.

On April 6, 1857, the name of the congrega-
tion was changed from Pleasant Grove to
Otterville. The town of Otterville was incor-
porated by an act of the Legislature of
Missouri on February 16, 1857. This same
year, 1857, the Cumberland Presbyterians
erected the first church in the town of
Otterville. It was built by Milton Starke. It
appears from the records that there were
about one hundred thirty-one living mem-
bers in 1860.

In May 1906, at the time of the meetings
of the General Assemblies of the Cumberland
Presbyterian and the Presbyterian Church,
U.S.A., a resolution of union was passed by
both organizations. Thus the Otterville Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church became the
Otterville Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.

On June 15, 1909, the Trustees of the
church purchased lots from Mr. and Mrs. L.S.
Arni for $1,500 for the present church site. On
the southeast corer of these lots was the Arni
residence, which became the manse.

The Elders and Trustees of the church was
named as a Building Committee to have
direct charge and control of the work erecting
a church building on the above lots. Joseph
Minter was Chairman of the committee, Rev.
C.H. Harell, Secretary, and J.E. Golladay,
Treasurer. The contract for erecting the
present brick church building was awarded
to John A. Schroeder of Otterville for $4,400.

The first service in the new church building
was held June 26, 1910. The pastor at this
time was Rev. C.H. Harrell. the sanctuary



was dedicated on June 10, 1917. The sermon
of dedication was preached by Rev. Robert
C. Williamson of the Broadway Presbyterian
Church, Sedalia, Missouri.

The One Hundredth Anniversary of the
church was held September 25, 1921. The
service was conducted by the pastor, Rev.
George D. Mullendore. The anniversary
sermon was given by the Rev. M.B. Irvine of
Marshall, Missouri.

On September 21-22, 1946, the One Hun-
dred Twenty-Fifth Anniversary was obser-

chards, J.W. Williams, John K. Godby,
William V. Parsons, B.F. Thomas, T.V.
Greer, W.N. Phillips, E.T. Shelton, John
Robinson, J.E. Sims, Frank Ireland, C.N.,
White, W.B. McGraw, G.C. Davis, E.R.
Clawson, Ralph W. Manker, R.I. Clemings,
E. Fromm, Perry E. Sanders, George A. Craig,
Carl W.H. Hewlett, B.R. Tatom, Ernest S.
Waite, Clyde W. Painton, John Muncy. One
minister has been ordained by the Otterville
Baptist church: Farrie L. Cole Jr., was
ordained June 29, 1947.

in 1869 and until 1872 worship services were
held in the old Cumberland Presbyterian
Church which at that time was a (Union)
Church. In 1872, the brick church mentioned
previously was erected on a plot of ground
donated for that purpose by S.H. Saunders
and dedicated at Methodist Episcopal
Church, South. In the spring of 1881 the front
of the building was blown away in a wind
storm. The front was rebuilt and a vestibule
was added. Fifteen years later the old
building was condemned and razed. In its

ved. The anniversary sermon was given by
the Synod Executive, Dr. Ralph A. Waggon-
er, Sedalia, Missouri. The pastor of the
church, Rev. Robert C. Williamson, talked on
"Converging Streams of Presbyterianism."

In 1958, the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
and the United Presbyterian Church merged,
thus our church became the Otterville United
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.

On January 1, 1970 the Synods of Missouri
of he United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
and the Presbyterian Church, U.S. formed a
union presbytery, the "Northeast Missouri
Presbytery". This makes our church, as a

by Jeanne Brunda

OTTERVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
ORGANIZED IN 1869
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At a meeting of the citizens of Otterville on

July 4, 1876, Thomas J. Starke of Otterville

place the present building was erected in 1896
during the pastorates of the Rev. J.H. Denney
and the Rev. William D. Matthews.

The foundation of this present building
remains the same (white steel siding was
added in 1975), there have been many
worthwhile additions to the interior. The
wiring for electricity and the original light
fixtures were presented by the late Mr. and
Mrs. G.W. Harlan in memory of their son,
George Clark Harlan, who was the first from
this community to die while in the service of
his country during World War I.

The pulpit was the gift of Mr. and Mrs.

member of that presbytery, also a member of
both Presbyterian denominations.

This information was written for the
Sesquicentennial by Hester Mayfield and
Charlotte Parsons.

read a history that he had written about the
Otterville and Lebanon townships. This
history is recorded in full in the "History of
Cooper County" by Henry C. Levins and
Nathaniel M. Drake. This Starke account is
printed also in later volumes treating the
history of Cooper County. It is in this writing
that is found the first mention of a Methodist
Church in Otterville.

To quote: "The Methodist church and the
Christian Church were built about the same
time in the year 1872. The former was built
by M.C. White and the latter by T.C.
Cranmer and T.M. Travillian. They are both
neat brick buildings and are ornaments to our
city."

We have church records that prove the

AH. Hansberger who on their death left their
estate as a trust fund for the church. The altar
rail was purchased by and presented to the
church by the young people's class, at the
time the new altar was placed. The two large
pulpit chairs were the gift from the Depen-
dable Sunday School Class, the women's
bible class.

The pews were bought early in the 1900's
by the Women's Missionary Society. The
women served two meals daily during the
Otterville Street Fairs to purchase the pews.
The roast beef dinners were served in the
breezeway of the Otterville Lumber Yard for
25 cents each. Meat and other perishables
were kept overnight in the basement at the
home of the late J.L. Spillers immediately
south of the church and three blocks from the

by Edna Ruth Deusehle

OTTERVILLE
BAPTIST CHURCH

T91

In 1852 twenty seven people established a
Baptist church in Otterville, Cooper County.
During the War Between the States the
church was disorganized, but by 1865, seven-
teen members reorganized the church. These
people, George 1. Key, James Shackleford,
Samuel Swearingen, William H. Burden,
Martha L. Key, Angeline Cook, Sarah Wil-
lard, Catherine Key, Mary C. Golladay,
Josephine Butler, Mahala Price, Jane
Trimble, Margaret A. Shackleford, Temper-
ance C. Swearingen, Mary A. Burdin, Sophia
Cook, and Mary Ellison called Rev. John
Little as their first pastor. A school room in
Mrs. AM. Drennan's "good select female
school": was used for a while as a meeting
place. In 1866 the "Old School Presbyterian
Church" was built by John Strain was rented
and used. On July 8, 1876, the Presbyterian
Church and lot was purchased for $600.00.
Worship continued in this building until 1910
with membership increasing to 150. Rev. F.C.
Richards was pastor at this time. A new
building was erected in 1910 and dedicated
Aug. 13, 1913.

As with some other churches, discipline
was strict. There are records of exclusion of
members for dancing, use of profane lan-
guage, intoxication, and other conduct
"unbecoming to a Christian". Early members
included James A. Shackleford, Samuel
Swearingen, Rufus Money, Milton Greer,
Thomas Howard, L.D. Smith, Carrie Greer,
Mary Smith, Sister Ellen Love, Sister Keiper,
Mollie Caton, P.P. McNeil, Peyton Amick,
Nettie Keyser, Jennie McNeil.

Twenty seven ministers have served the
church since its beginning: Rev F.C. Ri

Methodist church at Otterville was organized
g ; - S

Otterville United Methodist Church.



Lumber Yard. The pews were purchased
from a mule train that originally had planned
to deliver the pews to a church in LaMonte.
In traveling through Otterville, the wagon
train broke down. Finding pews wanted here,
the wagon train was immediately stopped in
Otterville.

Aisle and pulpit carpets were laid in 1878,
1951, and most recently in 1977. The carpet
of 1951 was a gift bequeathed by the late Mrs.
Ophelia Cline.

Stained glass window panes were installed
in 1949.

A large framed copy of Sallman's "Head of
Christ" was presented on Christmas Eve
1950, by the H.A. Wood Bible Class. The
picture with a light below hangs on the front
wall of the church.

During the summer, 1952, George H.
Wood, Jacksonville, Florida, presented the
communion table and Paul K. Wood, Wash-
ington, D.C. and Miss Geneva L. Wood,
Springfield, Missouri, a purple cover for the
table honoring their father the Rev. H.A.
Wood, who was completing 50 years in the
ministry. The last eleven years he served as
pastor of the Otterville Church. This gift was
dedicated at a special service by the then
Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, St. Louis.

Church paramounts were bought from
money won with a float in the Sedalia Fall
Festival.

A sizeable fund left by the late Mrs. W.G.
Streit and gift from the late Mrs. Ophelia
Cline were placed in a building fund for
remodeling and redecoration which was done
in 1960. A gift of a brass cross and brass
candlesticks in memory of the later Mr. and
Mrs. H. Roger Starke were given by their
daughter, Mrs. Jennie Lee Castle and Miss
Marie Brennecke of Frankfort, Indiana, in
1952. Matching brass altar vases were given
later by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Miller, New Port
Richey, Florida, in memory of her mother,
Mrs. Zedda McMillan Potter in 1955.

The piano was the award presented by the
Potter General Store in their closing out sale
in 1913. There was much spirit shown in this
event in which votes were earned by each cash
purchase during the sale. Two congregations
in Otterville vied for the piano. Those who
steadfastly refused to leave the Cumberland
Presbyterian name for a Union group joined
with the Methodists to defeat the Union
group. The final Saturday of the sale event
was a contest between two men. Joe Minter
and J.D. Starke who bought the most of the
last remaining stock. The final box was to be
a surprise box that was bought by Mr. Minter
and contained cloth overshoes. In the final
talley, the piano was the property of the
Methodist. So jubilant were the members,
that men carried the piano the three blocks
to the place in the church ready for services
the following morning. with Mrs. W.G. Streit
at the piano then and there in the same
Saturday evening, the group sang, "Praise
God From Whom All Blessings Flow", the
first hymn sung in the church with a piano.
The piano now is in the home of Sammy S.
Potter. Interested members and friends
bought the Hammond Electric Organ in 1960
and is the first electric organ in a church in
Otterville.

A memorial baptismal font is the gift of
women of the church and was dedicated in
1940. The late Miss Ella Brisley, Kansas City,
and her sister Mrs. Norma B. Phillips, New
Franklin, presented in 1962, in memory of

their mother, Mrs. Fannie Brisley, a set of
Schulmerick Carillon that can be operated
manually from the organ and that play
regularly on a preplanned schedule three
times daily and are heard throughout our
community. This is a distinctive feature not
found in too many churches. The two sisters
even set up a trust fund for repair and
maintenance of the carillon and to buy tapes.

Harold V. Romig built and presented the
front door entrance consisting of a concrete
floor with wrought iron roof and hand rails.

In 1890, Herbert R. Kuhn and daughter,
Mrs. Kathryn Edwards, presented in memory
of his wife, Mrs. Herbert R. Kuhn, a Christian
Flag and an American Flag in stands that are
at the front of the church. On the death of Mr.
Kuhn, a bequest of several thousand dollars
became the property of the Church. Near the
same time, Mrs. Noma B. Phillips bequeath-
ed the church a similar amount. In October,
1986, air conditioning was added.

Through the years the church has worked
on circuits with churches at Walnut Grove,
Clifton City, Glensted, Pleasant Green, Bell
Air, Pleasant Hill and Florence. Presently
worship services are held each Sunday morn-
ing at 9:30 a.m., except on the fifth Sundays
of any month. The church has always had
assigned a pastor. Since June, 1988, the first
woman pastor, Mrs. Zelena Stultz of Sedalia,
was assigned.

In March, 1981, the Taylor Chapel Meth-
odist Church in Otterville closed because of
lack of membership. It was the only church
in Otterville that was built and supported by
black membership. Those remaining mem-
bers have become faithful and active mem-
bers of the Otterville United Methodist
Church.

The membership of this church and its
attendance has never been noteworthy, yet
this brief history proves love, devotion, and
pride in the building itself have been embed-
ded in the hearts of its faithful and devoted
members.

Written September, 1988 for Cooper
County History.

Typed by Evalene Porter.

by Jennie Lee Starke Castle

MT. PLEASANT
CHURCH
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Mt. Pleasant Church, one of the oldest
churches in the county, was organized the
second Saturday in October, 1823, being the
daughter church of the Pisgah Baptist
Church.

The first 24 charter members were George
Houk, Stephen Howard, Jacob Chism, John
Robertson, Lewis Shelton, William Allee,
Burford Allee, Hannah Geet, William Bird-
song, Priscilla Chism, Clender Litchwirth,
James Hill, Thomas Scott, James Birdsong,
Elizabeth Howard, Squire Deacons, Temple
Allee, William Deacons, Nancy Allee, Windy
Birdsong, Katy Houk, Anna Scott, Elisa
Deacons, Nicholas Allee. Their presbytery
were John B. Longdan, William Jennings,
and Jacob Chism.

Soon after organization, a church building
was built on the farm of Mose Martin. Several
years after that, the Rev. David Allee gave a

site on Brush Creek, still known by some as
the Old Mt. Pleasant Church ground. Here
they built a double log house, setting aside
one corner for their negro members. Worship
was continued in this building until 1853,
when they rebuilt on the same site a large
frame building. In 1879 the congregation
bought the present church site from J.W.
Vaughan, and here built a frame edifice 32
feet by 44 by 14. This was used until 1917,
when still another building was erected.

In its early organization, the church was
very strict in its discipline. Minutes of the
church show that at nearly every meeting
someone was brought up before the church
for misconduct, such as gossiping, fighting,
drinking, profane language, horse racing,
playing cards, dancing, going to ball games,
and other things. It was a common occurrence
for the members to come forward and ask the
church to forgive them for misconduct. In one
instance a brother came forward and asked
the church to forgive him for being angry
(mad, he called it). If members felt they were
unfit to be in the church, they sometimes
asked to have their names removed from the
church records.

Early church membership ranged from 140
(1842) to 220 in 1866. Seventeen of this last
number being negroes. Between 1840 and
1850 25 members were excluded from the
church, and between 1850 and 1860 32
members were denied worship privileges. In
some instances members asked to be forgiven
and taken back into the fold. The church was
lenient and took them back.

The following churches have been orga-
nized with members from Mt. Pleasant
church: Mt. Gilead, now California church,
Salem, Lebanon, Pilot Grove, Mt. Moriah,
Clarksburg, Flag Spring, Tipton, German
Baptist Church, and Oakland. Mt. Pleasant
Church granted licenses to the following
preachers: Aaron Fryrear, first Saturday in
January, 1843; Bufford Slott, March, 1843;
Michael Brown, December, 1845 (ordained
him in 1848); Jessie Martin, 1868; Nicholas
Allee, 1867 (ordained him December, 1872).

Pastors of Mt. Pleasant Church include
(the first 17 years' records were destroyed):
David Allee, Jacob Chism; Lewis Shelton;
Kemp Scott, 184-44; M.D. Noland, 1844-48;
Snelling Johnson, 1848-49; M. Brown, 1849-
65; RH. Harris, 1865- 66; John Wood, 1866~
69; L.V. Johnson, 1869-70; R.P. Scott, 1870-
71; J.B. Box, 1878-81; R.P. Scott, 1881-85;
Nicholas Allee, 1885-87; Wilson Allee, 1887-
88; E.T. Shelton, 1888-90; Nicholas Allee,
1890-91; R.H. Harris, 1891-94; Nicholas
Allee, 189401907; J. DeWitt, 1907-08; R.B.
Russell, 1908-09; Nicholas Allee, 1909-10;
B.M. Shacklette, 1910-12; S.A. Maxey, 1912-
13; R.R. White, 1913-15; B.V. Pennington,
1915-18; R.L. Hood, 1918-38; H.W. Allee,
1939-42; R.L. Hood, Jr., 8 months in 1942;
Ivan Dameron, 1943-.

by Jeanne Brunda



SPEED UNION
CHURCH
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The Speed Union Church was founded in
1891 on grounds donated by the Joe L.
Stephens' heirs, with the stipulations that
the grounds be used for a Union Church. If
such use of the ground was ever ceased, the
land was to revert back to the Stephens
family.

Money for the original structure, which
still stands, was raised through donations,
subscriptions and social events. Among those
who helped to organize it were: Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Harness, Mr. and Mrs. C.N. Dills,
R.W. Watson, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Stern-
mous, Mr. and Mrs. Emily Roe, Mr. and Mrs.
Dave Wendleton and Tom Parrish.

Having remained faithful to the terms of
the Stephens contract, the Speed Union
Church has housed as many as seven differ-
ent religious denominations, reflecting the
unity that was sought by the founding
fathers.

It was not always possible to have preach-
ing services on Sunday because most of the
ministers had regular appointments for that
day. Therefore, services were often held on
Saturday night.

A fine Sunday School was organized and
Tom Parrish was elected as the first superin-
tendent. Miss Sussie Harness was organist.
The first trustees were R.W. Watson, Charles
Harness, O.N. Dills and Billy Bull.

The Sunday School enrollment increased
so rapidly that the building was not large
enough so a Sunday school room with a
basement was built on in 1918.

Until 1962 no one could actually have
membership in the church since the by-laws
of the church, were not set up to receive
membership. On June 3, 1962, a meeting was
held by the people who had attended this
church, and new by-laws were adopted so
that anyone complying with the rules of the
new by-laws could be received in member-
ship. Part of the by-laws of the church state
that new converts be given the right to choose
the form of baptism to be administered
before membership is attainable. Holy corn-
naunion services are to be open to all that
choose to enter into the service. Teaching or
preaching to promote any specialdenomina-
tion other than unity is prohibited.

In 1986 another room was built and also a
bathroom was added to the original structure.

In 1911 the members of the church pur-
chased the Old Cooper County Courthouse
bell for $100. The bell was mounted on a 25
foot tower and was 40 inches in diameter and
made of an alloy containing one-tenth silver
which gave it its beautiful sounding quality.

The bell that was once used for sum-
monses, announcements, and even execu-
tions was put to a better use. It reminded and
still reminds people of the community that
worship time has come and that there is a
religious activity about to take place.

At the present time there six denomina-
tions that worship together: Lutheran, Bap-
tist, Methodist, Catholic, Christian, and
Presbyterian. Trustees on the board at the
present time are; Carl Jobe, Larry Thurman,
Danny Draffen and Martin Draffen.

Church and Sunday School services are
held each Sunday with church services at 9:00

A.M. and Sunday School at 10:00; everyone
is welcome to come and worship any time.

by Bernice Draffen

ST. JOHN'S UNITED
CHURCH OF
CHRIST

(BILLINGSVILLE)
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St. John's United Church of Christ is
located about 3 miles south of Interstate 70
on Highway 5. The area is known as
"Billingsville", once a small rural town whose
livelihood depended on the railroad and the
area farmers. After the railroad left and
farmers had access by better roads to other
shopping, the small town died away to leave
only a few homes and a small white church.
It has remained one of the few active rural
churches in Cooper County. St. John's has its
beginnings in the Sunday afternoon religious
meetings of a small band of German settlers.
The first such meeting was held in the spring
of 1855 at the home of John Ernest Hollan-
der. Hollander's family and the families of
John Peter Stegner and John Paul Stegner
comprised the 13 persons in attendance.

These in-home services were discontinued
during the Civil War. However, in the spring
of 1866 regular Sunday worship services were
instituted again, this time in the Oak Grove
District School, about 1 mile northeast of the
present site of Billingsville. "Father" Grein-
er, pastor of the Evangelical congregation in
Boonville traveled south twice a month to
conduct these services. Frederick T. Kemper,
who founded the Kemper Military Academy
in Boonville, held Sunday School each Sun-
day for all the youth in the community. In
1868 the congregation purchased the school
building for $50.00. Charter members were
John Zchirpe, George Helmreich, John Ho-
llander, John Paul Stegner, John Peter
Stegner, and George Rentschler. "Father"

Greiner served the congregation until his
death in 1877. In 1879 "Father" Greiner's
dream of building a new church came to
fruition. A plot of ground in Billingsville was
donated by George W. Helmreich and the
new building was completed and furnished
for $1,100.00. In 1895 a parsonage was built
and the congregation became self-support-
ing. By 1916 the congregation, then under the
leadership of Rev. E.W. Berlekamp, had
grown to such size that a larger building was
needed. The present beautiful building was
erected for $7,000.00, a high sum to raise in
that time. The interior of the church was
remodeled in 1956.

The Evangelical church in Billingsville
accepted the union of the Evangelical Synod
and the Reformed Church in 1924 and
became a part of the growing ecumenical
movement. In 1959 the merger between the
Evangelical and Reformed church and the
Congregational Christian church was com-
pleted and the Billingsville congregation
officially became St. John's United Church
of Christ.

In 1980 the congregation decided an educa-
tional building was needed and began an
annual fall event to raise money for this
purpose. In addition to funds raised by the
congregation, many memorials were given to
help bring this dream into reality. In 1986 an
addition was added on the south side of the
church, including an enlarged fellowship hall
and new kitchen in the basement and several
classrooms and office upstairs. Completed at
a cost of over $100,000.00, the addition also
made both the basement and the sanctuary
handicapped-accessible.

The church now has 110 members in a very
active congregation. Although the early con-
gregations were comprised of the farm fami-
lies who lived close to the church, the present
congregation consists of persons of diversi-
fied occupations and from a larger geographi-
cal area. Unlike many churches in the 1980's,
St. John's continues to have many children
in its numbers and supports a large Sunday
School and a yearly Vacation Bible School.
The annual event established primarily fo

1986 Sanctuary with new addition.



the adding of the educational area has been
continued and each year many persons look
forward to attending the annual Harvest
Festival and Homecoming.

Although the community of Billingsville
exists only in old photos and memories, the
church established by the early German
settlers continues to grow and thrive, keeping
the name of Billingsville alive.

by Mary Bail

MT. HERMON
CHURCH

A contributive basket dinner was held at
noon. After lunch messages from former
members and pastors were heard and a
history of the church was read.

The congregation, although small in num-
ber, is active and loyal. Church services are
held each Sunday morning with a Sunday
School service preceding the regular sermon
by Rev. Hood.

by Mrs. Peggy Cromwell, Mrs. F.L.
Cole, Sr. and Robert Taylor.

MT. HERMON

troe BAPTIST

CHURCH

The Mt. Hermon Baptist Church had its
humble beginning over one hundred and
twenty years ago in a small log house located
a short distance from the present site.

The log house was on the farm of "Uncle"
Bobby Scott, about six miles south of Boon-
ville. The worship services were led by
"Grandmother" Savage and "Aunt" Peggy
Jolly. When the little log house burned, the
place of worship was moved to Concord
School house and it was at this place that a
church was organized on January 3, 1868 by
Reverend Jehu Robinson and was named
New Concord Baptist Church. The charter
members were Margaret Reid, Sarah Cart-
ner, Lucy Brown and Margaret Cartner.

On September 23, 1878, Cornelius and
Mary A. Edwards (who was a daughter of
Uncle Bobby Scott) gave four acres of land
for a new church site and cemetery, about two
miles south of Concord School House. The
church was dedicated in 1878 and the name
changed to Mt. Hermon. In 1916, a new
church building was erected and dedicated.

The church celebrated their centennial
May 26, 1968. Many friends and former
members attended. A former pastor, Rev-
erend HW. Gadd preached at the morning
service. Reverend H.J. Hood from California,
Missouri was the pastor at the time. A
contributive basket dinner was held at noon.
After lunch, messages from former members
and pastors were heard and then a history of
the church was read by a member, Robert
Gentry Taylor, Jr.

The church is very active in the community
today and is going strong. Much of the
information from this article was written by
my sister, Peggy Taylor Ederati, the church
historian; and some of the information was
written by Mrs. F.L. Cole, Sr. in the book A
History of the Lamine.

Pastors

Rev. Jehu Robinson; G.W. Rogers; A.E.
Rogers; T.M.S. Kenney; A.M. Cockrill; A.F-
.Pearson; E.J. Sanderson; B.F. Reed; D.C.
Lingle; E.B. Calvin; Walter Grodersen; H.W.
Gad; O.B. Holloman; William Hereford; Rev.
H.J. Hood (present pastor); G.W. Hyde;
Alexander Machette; M.E. Broadus; J.W.
Stockton; F.C. Richards; Orla Jefress; L.T.
Barger; L.E. Hedrick; J.B. Bomar; Paul
Weber; B.E. Lett; C.T. Graham Denzil Albin;
W.C. Smith.

The church celebrated their centennial
May 26, 1968. Many friends and former
members attended. A former pastor, Rev.
H.W. Gadd preached at the morning service.

Mt. Hermon Baptist church began in a log
house on the farm of "Uncle" Bobby Scott,
about six miles south of Boonville. Worship
services were led by "Grandmother" Savage,
and "Aunt" Peggy Jolly. A Concord grape
vine grew up over the door. When the little
log house burned, worship services were
moved to the Concord school house. The first
minister was Dr. Hugh J. Robinson, who was
both a preacher and physician. After a few
years, he resigned, and Rev. G.W. Hyde
succeeded as pastor.

On September 23, 1878, Cornelius
Edwards, and his wife, Mary, the daughter of
Uncle Bobby Scott, gave four acres of land
across from their home for the site of a new
church and an adjoining cemetery. This land
was two miles south of the Concord School
house. This land was two miles south of the
Concord School house. Much of the money
for the building of the new church was
contributed by Mr. Edwards. The new church
was dedicated in 18778, and given the name
of Mt. Hermon. Rev. Hyde continued as
pastor. Trustees were Greyhyam Byler, Joe
Chambers, and John Reid. Deacons were Joe
Byler, Cornelius Edwards, and Gus Reid.

Articles to be used the worship services of
the new church were donated at the dedica-
tion by members of the church. Among these
were a silver communion service donated by
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Edwards, a Bible by
Mrs. Andrew Buchanan, and a settee two
chairs and a marble topped table donated by
Mrs. Joe Byler.

In 1916 the old building was torn down and
a new one erected on the same site. Rev.
Machett was minister in the Fall of 1916
when the new building was dedicated. Some
of the ministers who have served the congre-
gation other than Rev. Robinson and Rev.
Hyde are Rev. Rodgers, Rev. Matchett, Rev.
Sanderson, Rev. Hedrie, Rev. Richards, Mrs.
Orla Jeffries, Rev. Calvin, Rev. Lett, Rev.
Greyham, Rev. O.B. Hollomon, Rev. Denzil
Albin, and Rev. William Hereford.

LONE ELM
LUTHERAN CHURCH
HAS ONE OF
LARGEST
CONGREGATIONS IN
COUNTY
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The Question: "Is The Rural Church In
Decay?" Is Answered With An Emphatic:
"No" By This Institution Located On A
Fertile Prairie South of Boonville; 1,000
Attended Recent Service.

Zion Lutheran Church at Lone Elm, has
perhaps the largest and most faithful congre-
gation of any denomination in Cooper
county, outside of Boonville.

This congregation was branched off, 40
years ago, from Trinity Lutheran Church at
Clark's Fork. On the last Sunday of the past
year, the congregation celebrated its 40th
anniversary. In that service over 40 of its
charter members were present. Among these,
was Julius Hosp, the oldest member of the
congregation.

During its existence, Zion Lutheran
Church has had but four pastors. The first
pastor was the Rev. Henry Schaefer, who died
recently at Providence, R.I. The present
pastor, the Rev. Joseph W. Schoesch, has
served now for 18 years, since May 1, 1919.

Two Languages Used

Forty years ago, when the congregation was
founded, the German language exclusively
was used in its services. Now almost all the
work is being done in the language of our
country. Every Sunday an English service is
held. The Rev. Schoesch also preaches twice
a month of German sermon.

The average church attendance at the Lone
Elm Lutheran church is perhaps larger than
at any other Protestant church in Cooper
county. During 1936 the regular English
services were attended by 12,305 and the
German services by 1,857 worshippers, which
makes an average of 272 per Sunday.

Crowds to Worship

On last Easter Sunday and the Sunday
before, which was a confirmation service,
fully 1,000 people attended the services.

The congregation owns a beautiful church
property, which consists of a large modern
church edifice, located on an elevation, so
that it can be seen for miles from every
direction. A spacious parsonage, a parochial
school and a teacher's dwelling.

A well-kept cemetery is located immedi-
ately north of the church. The entire property
was acquired already 40 years ago.

Almost all the people living within three
miles in every direction from the church are
connected with the congregation. At present
over 300 communicant members belong to
the congregation.

Several Societies

A number of organizations are active in
various departments of church work. The



Christian Day School is being taught since
1931 by Prof. Paul Mueller. The school is
accredited. The Sunday School has en enroll-
ment of 90, which includes the Junior Bible
Class, taught by Prof. Paul Mueller. Walter
Toeliner is superintendent of the Sunday
School. A Senior Bible class is being taught
by the pastor.

There are two young people's societies: the
Senior Walther League, Earl Huecker, presi-
dent; the Junior Walther League, Eldred
Brandes, president, Mrs. Martin Smith is
president of the Ladies Aid Society, and the
Lone Elm chapter of the Lutheran Aid
Society is headed by Arthur Hein.

The Officers

Officers of the congregation are: George
Smith, president; William Toeliner, secre-
tary; Her. Siedenburg, treasurer; Ed. Kahle,
M. Smith, and H. Siedenburg, deacons; Alb.
Brandes and Walter Nauman, board of
trustees; Ad. Schnack and Walter Brandes,
board of Education.

A weekly bulletin, edited by the pastor, is
distributed every sunday at the church door.

The Lone Elm Lutheran Church has
during all the years of its existence, made its
wholesome moral influence felt on the entire
Lone Elm Prairie. The well-kept homes and
farms make it one of the garden spots of
Cooper county.

Mrs. H.J. Timm (Lone Elm
Correspondent)

ZION LUTHERAN

CHURCH HAS BEEN
SERVING FOR HALF A

CENTURY
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On a beautiful, clear day, June 15 of this
year, members of the Zion Lutheran Church
at Lone Elm celebrated the golden anniversa-
1y of the congregation. Friends, relatives and
members, former pastors and teachers came
from adjoining counties and states to take
part in the celebration and renew old
friendships.

The forenoon service began at 10:30 o'clock
with the Rev. John Mueller of Addison,
officiating. Mr. Mueller was pastor of Zion
Lutheran Church from 1910 to 1918.

At noon a dinner was served to the 500
persons present in the newly-renovated
church basement. It was served in cafeteria
style from two long tables which were
decorated with vases of white and yellow
flowers.

The afternoon services began at 2:30
o'clock with the Rev. W.W. Soeldner, pastor
of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Boonville, in
charge.

The Rev. F.A. Baepler of the Clark's Fork
Lutheran Church presided at the organ
during both the morning and afternoon rites.
Special vocal selections were given by the
church choir. Baskets of flowers decorated
the church.

Church Organized in 1896

It was in the fall of 1896 that the people
living in the Lone Elm community began
talking of forming a church there. They were
at that time members of the congregation at
Clark's Fork, but desired a church closer to
their home. On Dec. 27, 1896 a meeting was
held to discuss the organization of another
congregation.

The meeting was opened by the Rev. Henry
Schaefer, pastor of the Clark's Fork church,
with a prayer. At the meeting the Zion
Lutheran Church was organized and Henry
Langkop and Frank Kiekamp were elected
elders. Members of the first board of trustees
included John Schmalfeldt and Henry
Smith.

Five charter members of the church still
are living. They are John Roehrs, George
Frieling, William Schlueter, C.H. Toellner,
and Henry Fahrenbrink. Mr. Roehrs, now 89
years old, is the oldest member.

At the meeting it was decided to build a
church and parsonage at Lone Elm and five
acres of land just south of the Lone Elm store
were purchased from William Twillman at
$60 per acre. Part of the plot was laid out for
a church cemetery. On the remainder the
church and parsonage were erected.

The congregation called the Rev. Mr.
Schaefer as pastor on June 20, 1897. On July
22 of the same year the newly erected
parsonage was dedicated and on Aug. 1 the
cornerstone of the new church was laid. The
church was dedicated April 17, 1898.

Pastors Are Named

Mr. Schaefer served the congregation for
almost 13 years. Mr. Mueller, then of Loh-
man, Mo., was his successor. The Rev.
William Zschoche was the next pastor, but he
fell a victim of influenza and served the
congregation only a few months. On May 4,
1919, the Rev. J.W. Schoesch became pastor
and has remained at the post until the
present. During his pastorate a basement was
dug under the church, a Sunday School was
opened, and a Walther League organized.

Recently the entire church has been reno-
vated. During the past two years about $2500
has ben spent on improvements.

The congregation now includes 299 baptiz-
ed members, 250 communicant members and
85 voters. The congregation is not as large as
it was 10 years ago when it had 319 communi-
cants.

Many young people, however, have left the
community to go to work in metropolitan
areas. Several years ago a new congregation
was organized in Bunceton and about 25
communicants were released to this church.
A large per cent of the members of the
Immanuel Lutheran Church at Boonville
once were connected with the Lone Elm
congregation.

The present officers of the church are:
Elders, Richard Lenz, Walter Wieland, and
Lawrence Toellner; board of trustees, Wil-
liam Niebruegge and Herman Schlueter;
board of education, Hugo Huecker and Carl
Hein; chairman, George Smith; treasurer of
synod's budget, William Kahle; secretary,
Walter Toellner.

The first child to be baptized in the new
church was William Toellner. On March 11,
1897 the first wedding too place when Miss
Anna Marie Johnmeyer became the bride of

Reinhold Weber, Mrs. Weber, who lives at
Creighton, Mo., was present at the golden
jubilee program. Mr. Weber died several
years ago.

The first funeral held at the church was
that of Mrs. Julius Hosp and 12 days later
rites were conducted for Mrs. Martin Hoerl.

The first class of catechumens included
Clarence Hosp, William Twillman, Harman
Toellner, Emma Bosua, Jenny Robin and
Marie Hagemeir.

A Christian Day School always was an
important factor in the religious training of
the young people of the congregation, so a
schoolhouse was built along with the church.
For 47 years classes were taught here and a
class of catecuments was instructed there
almost every year. Last year, however, the
school was closed because no teacher was
available. But Mr. Koenig of Perry County
has been employed to teach during the 1947-
48 term.

In 1933 a Sunday School was opened for
the children. Earl Huecker is president of the
Sunday School. Teachers include Miss Ger-
trude Schoesch, Miss Lois Schoesch, Miss
Edna Smith, Mrs. J.W. Schoesch, Miss
Marjorie Vieth and Mrs. Lawrence Toellner.

A Ladies Aid Society was organized in 1913
and now has 65 members. The first meeting
of this group was held at the home of Mrs.
William Schleuter. Other charter members
include Mrs. C. H. Toellner, Mrs. Emma
Toellner and Mrs. Anna Fricke. The present
officers of the organization are Mrs. J.J.
Fahrenbrink, president; Mrs. Herman Kahle,
vice-president; Mrs. Adolph Schnack, trea-
surer; and Mrs. J.W. Schoesch, secretary.

Young People Organize

A young people's society, which belongs to
the Walther League, was organized in 1921.
Officers of this group are Eldon Lenz,
president; Leon Kahle, vice-president; Leola
Pethan, secretary; and Vera Siedenburg,
treasurer.

Today the congregation has in its midst
two couples who have celebrated their golden
wedding anniversaries. They are Mr. and
Mrs. William Schlueter, who have been
married for 59 years and Mr. and Mrs. George
Frieling, who have been married for 56 years.

The committee which arranged for the
golden jubilee celebration included Albert
Brandes, Lawrence Toellner, Walter Wiel-
and, Adolph Schnack, George Smith, Albert
Klekamp, Adolph Kahle, Richard Lenz, and
Earl Huecker.

by Mrs. Raymond Smith

CHANGES HAVE LED
SEVERAL BUNCETON
CHURCHES TO JOIN

IN SERVICES
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I have chosen for my sketch the story of
that which is most important, and gives the
most pleasure and inspiration in our town
and community — our churches. Many of you
will remember with me the things of which
I write, and turn with me the pages in the



book of time which becomes history as the
years go by.

Four little white churches, the Christian,
Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian, each
with a good attendance record, were in
progress in the years of yesterday when the
only transportation to church services was
the horse and buggy, driven in winter's cold
and summer's heat. Hitching posts surroun-
ded the church yards where the faithful
horses were tied to await the family for the
return trip home.

The old Cumberland Presbyterian church,
where the congregation gathered, still stands
just south of Main Street and is now used as
the Masonic hall. A new brick church was
erected in 1904 on College street and was
dedicated with a service which hundreds of
people attended. The Rev. A.D. Johnson was
their pastor, and served for a number of
years. Its organization, the Lona George
circle, meets each month in members' homes.

The Baptist church on West College Street
is still an attractive building, outstanding
because of its belfry in the church steeple
which can be seen some distance through the
green trees of spring and summer and the
snow covered trees in winter.

This ringing bell has been the call to
worship for many years at this church which
has continued with a good attendance
throughout the years. New generations have
kept the work going, and the building in good
condition. Its organizations are the Women's
Missionary society, the Men's Brotherhood,
and the Sunbeam Band. The latter organiza-
tion is a group of youngsters with leaders who
are really giving the children training and
instruction and teaching them responsibility
and deeds of kindness which make them
worthy of the name Sunbeam Band.

The Rev. E.A. Winchell was pastor of the
church for some years and only recently
resigned to accept a pastorate elsewhere.

The Methodist church, located on Main
street, was also a strong congregation with a
Young People's organization. The Epworth
League had a large membership and under
the leadership of Miss Mary Frances Layne,
now Mrs. Warren George, as president,
became a sort of union league to which the
young people of all church groups attended.
The late Mr. Snow was at one time a pastor
of this church and a sincere worker for the
cause of Christianity. More recent pastors
were F. L. Standard and R.B. Shook.

The Christian church building was erected
in 1895 in Bunceton, its dedication service
being held April 20 of that year, with the Rev.
Mr. Hill, pastor. Other pastors of the church
have been B. F. Hill, J.H. Allen, H.E. Monser,
J.P. Furrish, T.F. Cottingham, F.M. Rice,
Mr. Rudd, Mr. Wharton, Mr. Walker, and
H.C. Clark. The latter was then a resident of
Boonville. This church celebrated its 50th
anniversary a number of years ago. The
Ladies Aid is its women's organization.

Changes Bring Problems

These were the four first churches of
Bunceton. Each had a good attendance
record and a full time pastor in the years gone
by. With the passing years many of the older
members died, many of the young people left
for other towns or cities where they were
employed, and so the membership became
less and it was difficult to finance a salary for
minister.

After continued efforts, and realizing that
these denominations could not progress
alone, the congregation of the Christian,
Methodist and Presbyterian churches deci-
ded to consolidate and work together in one
church building.

During this time another church was
organized, the Grace Lutheran church which
held meetings in the Princess theater and in
the home of Dr. Krause. The Methodists sold
their church building and parsonage to the
Lutheran group and since that time the
Lutherans have progressed with a full time
pastor until recently when the pastor, the
Rev. C.P. Rohloff became ill and unable to
preach. Since then the Rev. Gilbert Wenger
of Lone Elm has conducted services each
Sunday, for a time in the afternoon, and
recently at 8:30 a.m. Harry Hagameier, and
Arthur Brandes are deacons, and Fred Bosau
and Emil Vieth trustees.

That church consolidation can be effected
without the merging organizations losing
their identity has been proved at Bunceton
where the Methodists, Christian, and Presby-
terian congregations, under the name of the
Bunceton Federated church, are worshiping
in the Presbyterian church building.

Groups Merge

All three groups have merged in one
Sunday school, and one young peoples'
organization. Consolidation was first effected
in 1937, and for some time a pastor of each
denomination conducted services during
each month. Pastors who served were Neil S.
Baughman, Presbyterian, who drove over
from Higginsville once monthly to serve his
Presbyterian parishioners, H. C. Clark, who
came to preach to the Christian congregation;
and Mr. Standard, resident of Bunceton,
Methodist minister.

Later the Rev. R.B. Shook, resident Meth-
odist minister, Mr. Clark and Mr. Baughman
worked out the consolidation plan in good
fellowship and it was unanimously voted by
the official boards.

Three members from each church were
selected as a governing board. This board
chose officers and teachers for the Sunday
school, giving each group representation.
Selection of literature was largely left to the
teacher of each class. It was interesting to
note the Sunday school enrollment was not
far from that of the Bunceton grade and high
school.

Attendance was good and operating costs
were cut. An interesting angle of the consoli-
dation was the Sunday school became the
clearing house for all financial matters; heat,
light and janitor expenses were included in
the Sunday school budget, and religious
fellowship strengthened.

The late J. Newberry Moore a Presbyteri-
an, was Sunday school superintendent with
Porter Wilson, a Christian church represen-
tative assistant. In this way each denomina-
tion shared the work and responsibility for
the interest of the Sunday school and church.

Part From Rural Areas

About 50 per cent of the Sunday school and
church enrollment comes from Cooper
county farms. The combined membership is
about 300.

Residents of Bunceton and vicinity who are
not members of the three churches represent

ed as well as the members themselves are
pleased, and expressed their praise of the
church's harmony and progress.

Since the consolidation the Methodist
church and parsonage were sold to the
Lutherans, but the Christian church has not
been disposed of and the occupied one
Winter when the Presbyterian church fur-
nace was not in order. The attitude of the
Baptist church congregation, who seem to
represent the strongest group here, is most
cordial. Each year there is a union Bible
school in which all four groups cooperate.
Union revival meetings have been held, one
of the fine features is a union choir. Young
people from the Baptist church occasionally
share their singing talent in a special song
service which is appreciated.

There has been no friction whatever. In
fact the consolidation was effected easily and
with it came a greater interest in friends and
neighbors.

by Miss Emma Lee Kurtz

PISGAH BAPTIST
CHURCH HAS COME
A LONG WAY SINCE
ITS ORGANIZATION

125 YEARS AGO
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Building 26 by 34 feet, of Logs "Chinked
And Well Filled With Mortar," Was Modest
Beginning for a Group of 21 Charter Mem-
bers of the Church.

The history of this church is found in five
volumes of records now owned by the church,
and is a complete record from the date of the
first official meeting.

The early settlers of this territory begin
French, the only religious work was done by
Roman Catholics until after the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803.

A Baptist church was organized at St.
Genevieve in 1806, and in 1812 Mt. Pleasant
church, near New Franklin in Howard
county, was organized. Baptist churches of
Cooper county were the first religious organi-
zations of any denomination. Concord Bap-
tist church, northeast of Bunceton, was
organized in 1817, this followed by Pisgah in
1819.

Charter Members Numbered
21

The church to be known as Mt. Pisgah was
organized June 19, 1819, at the home of Lewis
Shelton in Cooper county, Missouri Terri-
tory, by John B. Longan, Wm. Jennings and
Jacob Chism, with the following twenty-one
charter members: John B. Longan, Wm.
Jennings, Jacob Chism, Priscilla Chism,
David Jones, Tabitha Jones, James Maxey,
William Howard, Leven Savage, Polly Sav-
age, Joseph McClure, Elizabeth McClure,
John Bivian, Mary Bivian, Rhoda Stephens,
Izabelle Ponton, Sarah Woods, John Apper-
son, Sela Apperson, Jesse Martin and Mary
Martin.

From information gathered from the rec-
ords Longan, Jennings and Chism were
outstanding men as they were instrumental



in organizing other churches and John B.
Longan was pastor continuously for a period
of 27 years. In 1846 the church agreed to call
an assistant pastor due to the advancing age
of Longan, but with the understanding that
he would be pastor as long as he lived unless
he should move to other lands.

The first church officials besides the
pastor, were David Jones, chosen clerk at the
first business session June 19, 1819, and also
the first deacon, elected in November of the
same year; Jesse Martin, deacon and chorist-
er; and Joseph Reavis, treasurer.

Ruled With An "Iron Hand"

In the early days of the church the
discipline very strict, the records showing
church trials of members for drinking, dan-
cing, horse racing, swearing, fighting and
joining secret societies. Masons and Odd
Fellows were especially ruled against. Confes-
sions and restorations usually followed such
trials but many were excluded. A brother was
excluded for playing a fiddle at a party and
two of the brothers had a church trial over the
"paltry sum of ten cents."

From the Rules of Decorum presented by
Brothers Jennings and Longan and approved
by the church in August, 1819, is found under
article 5, "No member shall be permitted to
speak without rising to his feet and addres-
sing the brethren; article 6, No member shall
be permitted to whisper or laugh during
public speaking; article 9. No member shall
leave his seat during church meeting without
leave of Moderator; article 11, If any brother
fail to attend two monthly meetings, he shall
inform the church the cause of absence and
if for three monthly meetings the church shall
send for him and deal with him as she may
think best."

The first church building on Saturday, July
3, 1821, was finally located near Mr. Bowl's
spring, or on the southwest corner of the land
now owned by Mrs. Carrie Braun, this being
the fourth location agreed upon was near
Frances Apperson's, the second near Reavis'
spring and the third across the Moniteau near
Brother Keanny's. The building was to be of
logs chinked and well filled with strong lime
mortar and to be 26 by 34 feet in size, roofed
with shingles, to have three doors and two
windows and an 8-foot aisle and space for the
colored members.

To Present Site In 1838

In 1838 with John B. Longan still pastor
and Samuel D. Reavis, clerk, a new house was
voted by the church and the location changed
to the present site. It was to be a one story
brick building 30 by 50 feet with a gallery for
the colored people. The contract for the brick
work was given to Samuel D. Reavis for
$299.50 and the carpenter work to B.T.
George for $200.00. The old building was sold
for $31.

This was followed in 1871 with a frame
building 40 by 60 feet just a few feet north
of the brick building. At this time J.B. Box
was pastor and G.F. Jones, clerk. While in
this building, in 1895, the clock now on the
wall was presented to the church by J.N.
Parsons.

Hopewell Church.
Present Building Erected in 1926

Most of the older members well remember
this building as it stood until 1926, when with
T.M. MacDonnell as pastor, the present
building was erected. While digging the
basement for the present building, workmen
discovered bricks from the 1938 church
proving that this building stands on almost
the same spot as the brick church.

The church sent delegates to the Associa-
tion in 1819 and has continued to send
messengers and cooperate to date. John B.
Longan was moderator of the Association
from 1826 to 1843, as well as moderator of the
General Association four years, 1836-1839.
The church has also furnished the assistant
moderator, clerk and assistant clerk for a
number of years and has entertained the
Association seven times — 1823, 1831, 1858,
1876, 1895, 1908 and 1919.

The membership seems to have increased
steadily from a charter membership of 21 in
1819 to 368 in 1864, including 75 Negro
members. All colored members, however,
were granted letters of dismission in 1871 to
form a new church to be known as the First
Colored Church of Pisgah. On the first
Sunday in March, 1871, J.B. Box, W.H.
Maxey and Henry Clay (colored) organized
the first colored church with 26 charter
members. The present membership is 158.

Organized Other Churches

Pisgah preachers and members have
helped to organizing several other churches.
Big Lick, organized in 1820 by John B.
Longan and Jacob Chism, both members of
Pisgah, took 16 members, among them Wm.
Jennings; Moran in 1822; Union in 1822; Mt.
Pleasant too 24 members, including Jacob
Chism and Lewis Shelton in 1823; an arm in
Saline in 1829; an arm in Blackwater in 1830;
and First Colored Church in 1871.

The foll